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Habemus PaPam

Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum

The Sistine Chapel’s chimney, after a little uncertainty, seems to indicate clearly 
that the Pope has been elected: the smoke is white. It is 7:06 PM on the 13 
March 2013. Crowds head towards Saint Peter’s Square. It is curiosity that urg-

es the people to cross the symbolic border with Italy: the desire to see the new Pope. 

At 8:20 PM, applause follows cries of joy after Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran pro-
nounces the famous formula: Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum: habemus Papam. 
Then the Cardinal said: Eminentissimum ac Reverendissimum Dominum, Dominum 
Georgium Marium Sanctae Romanae Ecclesiae Cardinalem Bergoglio qui sibi nomen 
imposuit Franciscum.

We ask God to bless our new Pope Francis (Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio) with the 
grace to lead the Church with wisdom, and the Holy Spirit to enlighten him in his 
mission as Shepherd of the People of God.

a sHared resPonsibility
Brother Emili Turú states his opinion 
on the current historical moment of the Church

As highlighted in recent weeks, the pa-
pacy has a very important symbolic 
value. Thus, the sense given to that 

function is not irrelevant, nor is the person 
who assumes the position. It is clear that 
Pope John XXIII marked a new era in the 
history of the Church when he asked for a 
return to the essentials and a deep aggior-
namento (updating), which generated a wave 
of hope for many people.

However, I am not so naive as to think that 

the Church will become more Gospel-centered 
simply by changing the Pope. They say that ex-
pectations are premeditated frustrations, so I try 
to keep in mind that the Church is built on the 
day-to-day experience of thousands of people 
who authentically seek to live their faith, and I 
remind myself that I must be one of them.

Yes, I dream of a Church which is unassuming, 
contemplative, unconditionally welcoming; the 
servant of all, especially the most vulnerable; 
open to dialogue, an actual community; giving 

http://www.news.va/en/news/biography-who-is-jorge-mario-bergoglio
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Province of "brasil centro-sul"
Meeting with the Brother advisers of the CMMF

greater prominence to the laity, espe-
cially women... But I know that I have a 
responsibility to build this Church.

If Pope John XXIII was able to convene 
the Second Vatican Council, it was 
because something was moving within 
the Church long before. He was prob-
ably only the catalyst for a broader 

renewal movement arising from the 
grassroots of the Church.

The Church hierarchy has its own re-
sponsibility, but we should not abdicate 
our own, as if everything depended on 
a small group of men. The resignation 
of Benedict XVI, was it not in fact an 
invitation for every Christian to use our 

freedom as sons and daughters of God, 
and assume our own responsibility?

Perhaps the question, then, is not what 
the Pope will do, but what can we do 
ourselves for the Church.
___________
Taken from the magazine Vida Nueva
www.vidanueva.es

On 28 February, in Curitiba, 
was held the meeting of 
the Brothers advising the 

Champagnat Movement of the 
Marist Family. It was organized by 
the Sector of Consecrated Life and 
Laity and the Provincial Team of 
the Movement. Seventeen Broth-
ers from the twenty-three Fraterni-
ties of the Province and five lay 
persons took part.

We clarified the role of the Brother adviser thanks to the 
sharing of experiences and various interventions. To be a 
Brother adviser of the CMMF is to be a discreet and active 
presence of Champagnat, as witness, with the members of 
the Fraternity.

In the morning and the afternoon, 
together, we prayed, exchanged, 
shared life and made up the style 
of acting of the Brother adviser in 
the Fraternity, seeking the growth 
of the Christian life of the mem-
bers of the Frat, based on the 
‘dream’ of Marcellin Champagnat.

The event was a cause of great 
satisfaction for brothers and la-
ity. We feel that hearts and spirits 

being well united, they begin to clarify the meaning of the 
existence of the CMMF and the meaning of life in which 
brothers and laity journey "united in a single heart and a 
single spirit".

brotHers and lay marists
Conference of Superiors of the African Continent

After their Annual General Meet-
ing  which was held in Nairobi 
(11th – 13th February 2013), the 

Conference of Superiors of the African 
Continent  invited Br. Javier Espinoza 
from the Secretariat of the Laity (Rome) 
for a Workshop on “Lay Marists in the 

Institute.” It started on 17th February 
(in the afternoon) and concluded on 
18th February 2013.

It was not only an experience rich in its 
content but also it was an opportunity 
to learn from each other’s experiences. 

Overall, three points capture our atten-
tion: first and foremost, it raised aware-
ness on the topic and all the partici-
pants appreciated very much the input 
and material that was made available; 
secondly, it provided an understand-
ing of this new relationship between 

http://www.vidanueva.es
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tHe marist mission 
in a new world
Commission of New Models of Animation, 
Management and Government

Brothers and Lay people in such a way 
that a change of mentality, of attitude 
and of practice was envisaged and, 
last but not least, the Provincials and 
District Superior of West Africa set up 
a Regional Commission for Africa and 
Madagascar.

What each of us remembers is that 
Marist Africa and Madagascar are ready 
to embark on a spiritual and experien-
tial journey with the Laity with whom 
we share altogether our brotherhood 
and sisterhood in Christ. What we call 
our Marist Charism, as sons of St. Mar-
cellin Champagnat, is a gift of God to 
the Church and the world and sharing 
the Charism with others will certainly 
give glory to God and bring new vitality 
in the Church and in the Congregation.

Participants: Br. Javier Espinosa (Bureau 

for Laity, Rome), Br. Joe Walton, Southern Africa (President), Br. Francis Lukong, 
District of West Africa, Br. Thomas Randrianantenaina, Madagascar, Br. Valentin 
Djawu Lungumbu Wambo, Africa Centre-East, Br. Lawrence Ndawala, Superior of 
MIC, Br. Spiridion Ndanga, PACE, Br. Albert Nzabonaliba, PACE Secretary.

The third meeting of the 
International Commission 
"New models of anima-

tion, management and govern-
ment" was held in the General 
House of the Marist Brothers 
in Rome from 18 to 20 Febru-
ary. The participants were: Mr 
Marco Cândido (Brasil Cen-
tro-Sul) and Brothers Gabriel 
Villa-Real (l’Hermitage), Michel 
Green (Australia), Víctor Pre-
ciado (Councillor and Econome 
General), John Klein (Councillor 
General) and João Carlos do Prado 
(Secretariat of Mission).
The purpose of the meeting was to 
present to the General Council the 

outline of the Project worked on by the 
commission in the previous meetings, 
as well as the methodology and the 
structure of implementation. This is 

why the commission reflected 
with the Council on the morn-
ings of 19 and 20 February.

The project "New models of 
animation, management and 
government" aims at the im-
plementation and durability of 
the Marist mission on the dif-
ferent levels of the Institute. 
The international character of 
the Institute and the partici-
pation of the laity are oppor-
tunities for seeking together 

the best way to reinforce the Marist 
presence and mission in the world, 
especially in the new lands the Lord is 
calling us to.
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At the session of 18 February 
2013, Br Superior General and 
his Council appointed Br Shan-

ty Liyanage Provincial of the Province 
of "South Asia", for a second term, 
starting in August. Br Emili Turú, in the 
letter he addressed to the brothers of 
the Province, thanked Br Shanty for 
his readiness to remain at the head of 
the Province for the next three years. 
The Superior General was also grateful 
for his devotion during the three years 
passed and for his attitude of service 
and availability towards all the Broth-
ers of the Province.

The Province of "South Asia" is com-
posed of Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan. 
It has great challenges and a fine fu-
ture ahead of it.

Biography of Br Shanty Liyanage

Born on 16th June 1949, 3rd in 
a family of 5. Has a twin brother 
who is also a Marist Brother. Both 
parents were teachers. Parents 
encouraged the twins to become 
priests. But both entered the Ju-

niorate at Tudella in Sri Lanka in 1964. 
Entered Novitiate at Ragama, Sri Lan-
ka, and made vows in 1968.

1970-1971he  did the Scholasticate 
and Teachers Training in Dundas, Aus-
tralia. Completed a four year Special 
Bachelors Degree in Education in the 
University of Colombo in 1979. Worked 
as Principal in two Marist Colleges in 
Sri Lanka.

In the year 1998 after a Post Graduate 
Diploma in Education Management, 
left for Pakistan and worked as a mis-
sionary for 12 years. Served as Princi-
pal of two schools, Provincial Delegate 
in Pakistan and Provincial Councilor 
during this period. Appointed as Provincial of South Asia 

by the Superior General, Br. Emili Tu-
ru, for a first mandate of three 
years, beginning on 18th August 
2010. Elected as the first Chair-
person of Marist Asia Conference 
in Bangkok, Thailand,  in February 
2102. The second three year term 
will begin during the Provincial 
Chapter in August 2013.
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Province of soutH asia

Br. Shanthy Liyanage is reappointed Provincial

Latest deceased Brothers

08/03/2013: Honorato Saiz Santamaría - Ibérica
04/03/2013: Anthony Luke Kavanagh - Australia
28/02/2013: Égide Allen - Canada
24/02/2013: Jesús David Preciado Cisneros - México

Central
21/02/2013: Raymond Sagnimorte - L'Hermitage
18/02/2013: Emil Denworth - United States of America
16/02/2013: Kenelm Herd - Europe Centre-Ouest / 

West Central Europe
16/02/2013: Jozsef Marth - L'Hermitage
14/02/2013: Pablo Horacio Walder Scheifler - Cruz del 

Sur

11/02/2013: Julio Torres Villanueva - Cruz del Sur
11/02/2013: John Hugh Parker - Europe Centre-Ouest / 

West Central Europe
11/02/2013: José Enrique Foncea Orayen - Ibérica
07/02/2013: Lelles Bighi - Brasil Centro-Norte
04/02/2013: Normand Cloutier - Canada
03/02/2013: Kenneth Curtin - United States of America
30/01/2013: Joseph Callaert - L'Hermitage
27/01/2013: Fidentino Díez Rodríguez - Compostela
19/01/2013: Agustín Montero - Compostela
14/01/2013: Flavio Testa - Mediterránea
11/01/2013: Alexis Pâquet - Canada


