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EnlargEd gEnEral CounCil, oCEania
Mittagong - Australia, 24 - 27 March 2013

In idyllic autumn weather the Gen-
eral Council along with the Provin-
cial Councils of Australia and New 

Zealand and the District Council of 
Melanesia gathered at Mittagong for 
the Extended General Council Meet-
ing for Oceania - some 27 Brothers 
in all.

After the introductions and presenta-
tion by each of the Administrative 
Units on what is happening and what 
is emerging as the current issues, the 
pace and focus changed with the first 
of three sessions being given by Emi-
li. He is offering further reflections 
on the key areas that he wrote about 
in his Circular He Gave us the Name 
of Mary. For each of these three ses-
sions he takes one of the icons as 
his starting point. So to date it has 
been a very reflective atmosphere. 
He asks some very direct questions 
for the participants to consider for 
themselves in their roles as Leaders.

Mittagong is looking at its glorious best and the visitors are enjoying the location and 
the wonderful way in which they are being looked after by the Brothers and staff here 
at The Hermitage.

Spain: Formation for provincial secretaries, archivists 
and administrators of the headquarters of the Provinces

From 11 to 15 March, at Alcalá de Henares, Madrid, Spain, was held the training course for the   « Pergamum » (Archivum 
FMS – 3) software, intended for the provincial secretaries, archivists and administrators of the headquarters of the Prov-
inces belonging to the Marist Conference of Spain. The topics centred on areas of interest such as the organisation of the 

provincial archives, the functions of the « Kosmos » platform (program containing the data of the Marist Institute), the functions 
of the archivist, the classification and cataloguing of documents, the management of the users…
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Solidarity with South Sudan

News from Br. Christian Mbam

This is an update on Solidarity 
with South Sudan. I just yesterday, 
5th of March, joined the Malakal 

Teacher Training after six weeks in Wau 
to give a course in Biology to Incoming 
Training Nurses there.

There are now eighty-nine resident stu-
dents training to be registered nurses 
or mid-wives in our Health Training 
Institute in Wau. We have just finished 
the delivery of another year of the 
eight-week in-service teacher training 
programme to 431 teachers, in six dif-
ferent locations. 59 of these teachers 
have just completed the fourth and 
final year of the in-service curriculum. 
Official openings of the two teacher 
training colleges Solidarity has con-
structed in Yambio and Malakal took 
place in mid-February and a significant 
graduation ceremony for the Malakal 
graduates from 2012 was held. In Agok, 
we had five tutors living in tents and de-
livering the first year of in-service to 88 
teachers displaced from the disputed 
region of Abyei. These are teachers who 
speak Arabic but who are determined to 
graduate to teach in English in the new 
country of South Sudan.

Solidarityis also offering extensive, pas-
toral programmes as well as developing 
agricultural initiatives in Riimenze and 
Wau. One less-publicised aspect of the 
work of Solidarity is the hospitality 
extended here in the central adminis-
tration house in Juba. This is an eleven 
bedroom house, with two beds in some 
rooms, and the rooms are frequently 
full. People turn to Solidarity for com-

fort, support, guidance and assistance. 
Solidarity has become, both formally 
and informally, an integral service arm 
of the Church in South Sudan.

Solidaritynow has 34 members living 
in South Sudan: Sisters, Brothers and 
Priests from a variety of congregations 
plus lay volunteers.

Br. Christian Mbam

T his year 2013, we have inaugurated a new mode of accompaniment for the teachers who are joining our Works. 
We have set up an Itinerary of formation for new educators, with different modes of work and meeting.
During February, we held the Meetings by Zone : from 4 to 7 at Mar del Plata (Cuyo-Sur, Buenos Aires and CABA); 

from 4 to 6 at Alta Gracia (zone Norte-Centro), and from 18 to 20 at Montevideo (zone Uruguay).
It was the General Directors and co-ordinators of the Works who called the participants together. The objective was 
to share the vocation to educate, to be « close to » children and young people, to reflect on our personal and profes-
sional journeys, discovering among all the style coming from Marcellin
These meetings are constructed around some thematic axes : the life of Marcellin Champagnat, the Marist Institute 
today in the world, the Province of Cruz del Sur, Marist Spirituality, Framework of Marist pedagogy. The methodology 
used invites participation, personal reflection, discussion, the  construction of proposals and shared projects.

Province of "Cruz del Sur": Course for Marist educators
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rEal PowEr iS SErviCE

The Church of the Apron, the Church of Tenderness

How come the Pope speaks 
about tenderness at the be-
ginning of his pontificate? Are 

there not any more important and 
urgent issues to mention? The truth is 
that he reminded me of another Pope, 
John XXIII, who – in the evening of 
the very day when the Second Vatican 
Council opened, as if there were no 
other things to talk about – addressed 
the thousands of people gathered in 
St. Peter’s Square from his window with 
these words: “It could be said that even 
the moon hastens close tonight, that 
from above it might watch this spec-
tacle not even St. Peter’s Basilica, over 
its four centuries of history, has ever 
been able to witness (…). My own per-
son counts for nothing – it is a brother 
who speaks to you (…). When you head 
home, find your children. Hug and kiss 
your children and tell them: ‘This is the 
hug and kiss of the Pope’. And when 
you find them with tears to dry (…), tell 
them ‘The Pope is with us especially in 
our times of sadness and bitterness’.”

Both Pope John and Pope Francis re-
mind us there is nothing more urgent 

and essential for men and women 
today than tenderness, this sensitivity 
allowing us to “safeguard the beauty of 
creation” and “protect people, taking 
care of everyone, of each one, with 
love, especially the children, the elder-
ly, those who are more fragile and often 
stay on the outskirts of our hearts”.

Moreover, while listening to the 

Pope’s homily, I often remembered 
bishop Tonino Bello (1935-1993), who 
dreamed of a Church that could be 
called “the Church of the apron” be-
cause, he said, that is the only liturgi-
cal vestment we can attribute to Jesus: 
“Jesus got up from table, removed his 
outer garments and, taking a towel, 
wrapped it round his waist: this is 
the Church of the apron”. I imagined 
Tonino Bello smiling happily because 
his dream was proclaimed in St. Peter’s 
Square by none other than the Pope: 
“The real power is service... humble 
service, concrete, rich in faith”.

The Church of the apron, the Church 
of tenderness. Thousands of people 
around the world have intuitively felt 
this is the way. Although they are prob-
ably unable to explain it well, their 
heart can tell.

I hope we can live up to these beauti-
ful ideals our brother Francis has been 
able to reawaken within us.
______________
Brother Emili Turú, Superior General
www.zenit.org, 20 March 2013

on thE way to nairobi (KEnya)
II International Marist Mission Assembly - 2014

Preparations for the II International Marist Mission As-
sembly have reached a new stage. From 1 to 5 March, 
Alice (USA), Mónica (Cruz del Sur), Br Paul (South-Asia), 

Br Mark (Nigeria), Frank (Australia), Manu (Mediterránea), Br 
César R. (Secretariat of Brothers today), Br Javier (Secretariat 
of the Laity) and Br João Carlos (Secretariat of Mission), met 

in Rome to put the finishing touches to the work of drawing 
up guidelines and topics which will shortly be sent to the 
Provinces and Districts in order to begin the formation of 
groups of reflection throughout the Marist world.

In an excellent climate of listening and fraternal dialogue, 

http://www.zenit.org
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On February 25 and 26, the Orga-
nizing Committee of the Inter-
national Marist Youth Gather-

ing (IMYG) met at Saint Joseph’s Marist 
School, Tijuca, the Marist center which 
will welcome the IMYG 2013/CHANGE 
participants. The meeting had a 
number of goals: introducing the 
new members of the Commis-
sion; adjusting the work schedule; 
defining communication strate-
gies; organizing the registration 
process; defining the decoration 
elements; concluding the plan-
ning with different work teams 

(liturgy, logistics, wellbeing, culture, 
secretariat, communications and mar-
keting); defining the office or stand 
for UNICEF; discussing the process 
to train volunteers; and assessing the 
progress of the contest to choose the 

theme song for the gathering. The 
teams shared their achievements and 
the next steps in their planning.

Visiting some Non-Governmental Or-
ganizations (NGOs) was also part of 

the agenda, so the Commission 
spent a whole morning working 
in subgroups to meet with them 
and invite them to share their 
experiences with the Marist stu-
dents who will take part in the 
IMYG in July.
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ChangE: maKE thE diffErEnCE!
IMYG 2013/CHANGE organizing Committee meets 
in Rio de Janeiro

we expressed our ‘dreams’ concerning the holding of the II 
IMMA in Nairobi, Kenya, from 17 to 27 September 2014. We 
thought of the way of passing from our  zones of comfort 
and learning – where we feel at ease and safe – to a  zone 
of magic – the new land where we can recreate the charism 
of Champagnat, our eyes fixed on the horizon of the third 
Marist centenary. There is no place for zones of panic, for 
we well know in whom we have placed our confidence : 
Jesus and Mary.

The theme, New Marists on mission, is intended to be an 

invitation to personal and institutional conversion which 
causes us to pay particular attention to the voices of poor 
children and young people, the privileged target of Cham-
pagnat. It is an experience of fraternity and internationality 
which helps us avoid being closed in on ourselves, and 
leaves us ready to allow ourselves to be challenged by God 
and by our brothers and sisters. It is a new experience which 
is offered us as an opportunity and a task : to make visible 
the Marial face of the Church.

With hearts set ablaze by the fire of the Spirit, we propose 
to you these words of a Latin-American author, Eduardo 
Galeano, with which our meeting ended :

Each person shines among all the others,
 with his own light.
There are no two fires identical.
Certain fires are large, others small ;
there are fires of all colours.
There are people of the steady flame, who do not even 
notice the wind ;
others are like wild fires, which fill the air with sparks.
Some fires, will-o’-the-wisps, neither shine nor burn ;
but others burn so strongly
that one cannot look at them without blinking,
and he who approaches, is burnt !

Fraternally,
Alice, Mónica, Paul, Mark, Frank, Javier, César, Manu and 
Joao Carlos


