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Br. Carlos alBerto HuidoBro

New Secretary General

General administration

The Superior General and his Council will meet in plenary session once again, beginning this week.
Brothers Antonio Ramalho and Javier Espinosa are holding a formation meeting at Las Avellanes in Spain from 28 May to 3 

June, involving the Enlarged Secretariat of the Laity and the members of the continental Commissions of the Laity.
Br João Carlos do Prado, of the Mission Secretariat, meets with the Committee of the Marist Institutions of Higher Educa-

tion in the General House from 28 to 31 May.

Br. Superior General and his Council nominated Br. Carlos Huidobro of the 
Cruz del Sur Province as Secretary General. He will begin his term starting this 
coming July. Special words of thanks for his availability as well as for the work 

carried out during the last three years by Br. Pedro Sánchez de León, who will return 
to his Mediterranean Province.

Br. Carlos Alberto Huidobro was born 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in the Bar-
rio de Parque de los Patricios. He is a 
former student of the Marist school 
“La Inmaculada”. He made his Junio-
rate in the cities of Pilar and Luján, his 
Novitiate in Villa La Bolsa in the city of 
Córdoba, and his Scholasticate in the 
city of Luján.

His study programs are numerous 
and varied. He graduated as a school 
teacher in Luján, Professor of Reli-
gious Studies, Professor of Spanish, 
Literature and Latin in Buenos Aires. 
He studied Psychology at Universidad 
Nacional de Rosario and at the Pontifi-
cal Gregorian University, Rome. He has 
also a Master in School Management 
at the Pontifical University in Brasilia.

He carried out his apostolic assign-
ment as secondary school professor, 
primary and secondary school prin-

cipal, responsible for formation and 
accompaniment of scholastic broth-
ers, Provincial in the Marist Province 
of Córdoba, provincial administrator 
in the same province, member of the 
international advisory group of the 
General Administrator, General Man-
aging director of the Province Cruz del 
Sur, and Director General at the Cham-
pagnat Marist School in Buenos Aires.

He commented in a note: “My nomina-
tion as Secretary General came as an 
unexpected surprise, since I thought I 
was going to spend many years in my 
last provincial mission position. It is 
like a new wind that pushes with energy 
motivating you to keep on looking and 
analyzing in depth the Marist mission, 
perhaps expressed in a different way 
and in another context, helping to build 
the Kingdom of God from there. Even if 
I will no longer see children and young 
people every day, I will certainly take 

part in the mission of brothers and lay 
people wherever they are”.
“I do have expectations, even if not 
so much of the place or tasks due to 
my previous studies and attendance 
to international groups, but rather of 
how I can help the Marist Institute's 
growth. I am excited at being able to 
have another view point, a broader, 
more extended and current perspec-
tive of the Marist mission and what 
God continues to fulfill in the endeavor 
started 200 years ago by Champagnat. 
This is a moment of grace and we must 
take advantage of it ”.
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ProvinCe of Central east afriCa

A second fire at Byimana

On Monday 20 May 2013, around 
7.45 pm, a new fire broke out 
in the School of Sciences of 

Byimana. The alarm was given at the 
moment all the students were gathered 
in the refectory for the evening meal. 
This new disaster occurred when the 
students of Senior classes 1 and 2 (the 
two first secondary classes) had been 
back for eight days, after three weeks 
at home. The classes of Senior 3 had 
been able to return a week earlier. And 
work had begun as usual, with the in-
stallation of two dormitories in place 
of the two refectories, and the trans-
formation of the all-purpose room into 
a refectory. 

When the community was notified, a 
little before 8.00, the fire had already 
burst through the sheet metal roof 
over the dormitory situated between 
the kitchen and the chapel, and had 
attacked the end of the chapel. We 
succeeded in saving the electronic or-
gan and some other objects, but it 
was no longer possible to get near the 
tabernacle and save the Blessed Sacra-
ment. With the teachers and workers, 
we then undertook, despite the smoke 
invading the places, to put in a safe 
place all the things in the second dor-
mitory, situated on the other side of 
the kitchen. And, thanks to the help of 
many neighbours and soldiers, we had 
to do the same with the twenty tons of 
food reserves stored in the storehouse 
adjacent to the kitchen.

Fortunately, the kitchen is separated 

from the dormitory (former refectory) 
by a wall which almost reaches the roof 
: so the fire was not able to spread on 
that side, and therefore the second 
half of the building was preserved. It 
was not the same with the wall separat-
ing the dormitory and the chapel : this 
is why it caught fire immediately. The 
firemen arrived from Kigali two hours 
after the fire broke out ; they were only 
able to hose down some rafters of the 
ceiling, which ended up reduced to 
ashes.

About 150 boys lost their luggage for 
the second time. 150 mattresses and 
as many blankets disappeared in the 
flames, and 75 beds on both stories 
have to be repaired… The most im-
portant damage, however, concerns 
the building. Above the dormitory, for 
example, the metallic framework is out 
of shape. The Blessed Sacrament was 
preserved ; the ciboriums have been 
placed in the community chapel. The 

statue of Our Lady of  Lourdes, present 
in the chapel, blackened by the heat, 
was broken when the students tried to 
remove it.

If the hypothesis of an electrical fault 
could be considered as a possible 
cause of the first fire, although not 
one shared by those who observed the 
start of the fire, there is no doubt now 
that the electricity cannot be blamed 
for this second blaze. A serious enquiry 
is underway. The Police have discretely 
undertaken their investigations.

It has been decided that all the stu-
dents will remain at the school, and 
that courses will begin again from 
Wednesday 22 May. While waiting for 
tents to be provided, the 150 boys, de-
prived of beds, will sleep on mattresses 
in the classrooms.
_________
Brother Adrien MERCIER
Superior of the community

NB – The Province of Central East Africa (PACE) and all the five countries which compose it have been particularly tested 
lately.  In fact, Brother Valentin, provincial, informs us that the war in the region of Goma, Congo, gives signs of revival ; in 
Tanzania, during an attack on a Catholic church in Arusha, there were three deaths and more than a hundred wounded ; 
in Kenya, following the elections, there has been a fresh upsurge of violence in some parts of the country ; in the Central 
African Republic, even if the situation is already more tranquil, tensions persist between the army and the  rebels. 

We express our sentiments of solidarity with these countries, we pray for all these peoples, for our religious and educational 
communities which are present there.
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Commission for CHild ProteCtion

The wellbeing of the child and adolescent 
is a top priority

The General House in Rome 
hosted the first meeting of the 
“ad hoc” Commission for Child 

Protection on May 13- 17. 

The meeting was aimed at 
reviewing, assessing and 
suggesting recommenda-
tions to the documents 
that each Marist Province 
and District presented on 
the topic, with guidelines 
provided by the Marist In-
stitute. The Commission is 
made up by the following 
Brothers: Jim Jolley, Direc-
tor of “Child Rights Ad-
vocacy” of FMSI (Marist 
International Solidarity 
Foundation), in Geneva, 
who acts as coordinator;  
Alexis Turton, from the Province of 
Australia, Gérard Bachand, from the 
Province of Canada; Carlos Gutiérrez 
Blanco, Province of Central America; 

Sandro André Bobrzyk, Province of Rio 
Grande do Sul, Lluís Serra lansana, 
Province of the Hermitage, and Hank 

Hammer, Province of the United States 
(who was absent). 

All the process was carried out in the 

presence of Brother John Klein, Coun-
cilor General.

Children’s and Adoles-
cents’ rights enshrined 
in the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (1989) 
are the triggers of new 
educational policies and 
appropriate action plans 
to build a safer world for 
children. This entails pre-
vention, protection and 
the creation of a safer 
place for children, as well 
as solving and sanctioning 
cases of abuse that might 
occur. Each Province must 
devise and approve poli-
cies and implement and 
assess them. Neverthe-

less, the General Council provided 
guidelines and set up a Commission to 
help the Provinces with recommenda-
tions and suggestions.

We posed some questions to Brother Lluís Serra.

What is your first impression of the work carried out 
so far?
The Administrative Units (Provinces and Districts) have 
taken the task very seriously. Due to the multi-disciplinary 
aspect of protection policies, the task is rather complex 
and has been addressed with great responsibility. Instead 
of relegating the chapter on abuse to a secondary place, it 
was included in a broader dynamic, based on precaution, 
protection and safety. It is a matter of reinforcing with legal 
instruments the relevance of the charism of Saint Marcellin 
Champagnat with regard to children: spirituality, love and 
education.

Does the current situation call for a change in mental-
ity?
Yes, indeed. Children and adolescents can no longer be con-
sidered as totally passive people, who have to be shaped 

through education. They are responsible subjects of their 
own education. They have rights that must be respected, 
and duties they must fulfill. This approach calls for a change 
in the traditional mindset of parents and educators. Its 
secular roots hinder that transformation. Luckily, however, 
the steps taken in this direction are always more resolute. 
Policies and action plans are consistent with this change.

A safer world for our children…
There will always be problems, because aggressive behavior 
against children is caused by disorders rooted in the human 
heart. However, legal tools and convincing reactions against 
abuse can stop deviations that in a tolerant environment 
would otherwise be committed fearlessly. Those of us who 
are involved in education can be pleased with these poli-
cies. The wellbeing of the child and adolescent is consid-
ered as a top priority.
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On May 19, 2013, the “In-
maculada Concepción” No-
vitiate of Cotabato, in the 

Philippines, was happy to welcome 9 
youngsters who enthusiastically took 
their first formation steps. On May 
15th we celebrated the entrance to 
the novitiate retreat of Roldan, Jake, 
Ralph, Jick, Mark, Joseph, Henyr, Cyril 
(all from the Philippines - Province of 
“East Asia”) and Cong (from Vietnam 
– Ad Gentes). Each novice received 
the religious habit and Marist Con-
stitutions from the hands of Br. Many 
de Leon, Provincial of East Asia, 
symbolizing the desire of each nov-
ice to follow Jesus like Mary, in the 
footprints of our founder Marcellin 
Champagnat. During the celebration, 
each novice consecrated himself to 
our good Mother.

May 18th was a very meaningful day 
for us all and especially for the 5 nov-
ices that concluded the novitiate and 
made their first profession vows. Four 
are from the Philippines and one from 
South Korea. They all belong to the 
Province of East Asia. The cel-
ebration was simple and informal. 
Many relatives, friends and Marist 
brothers attended to give thanks 
to the Lord for the vocations and 
the generous choice of the five 
young brothers.

This year there are 20 novices: 

9 in year one and 11 in year 2. Three 
come from the Missio Ad Gentes (1 
from Cambodia and 2 from Vietnam). 
There are four formators. The Novitiate 
house is full. This is certainly a blessing 
from our good Mother.

In July of the current year the 2nd 
year novices will begin a three-month 
experience period in Marist communi-
ties. The two novices from the Missio 
Ad Gentes will work in their respective 
countries (Cambodia and Vietnam).

I would also like to inform you that 
in May in the Philippines schools are 
closed for vacations. Our second year 
novices are involved in Marian parish 
activities known as Flores de Mayo. 
It is a Christian tradition that gathers 
girls and boys in chapels to deepen 
their religious knowledge sing, pray, 
say the rosary, offer flowers to Mary 
and have snacks together. It is a great 
opportunity for the novices to speak 
and teach children how to love Jesus 
and Mary.

Let us gather around the table of 
the Eucharistic and fraternities, 
praying and supporting vocations 
and missions.

May Saint Marcellin Champagnat 
bless you.
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Have you already taken part in the evaluation of the web page of the Institute of the Marist Brothers , www.champagnat.
org ? If you have not, we ask you to offer us your valuable CONTRIBUTION by responding to the brief and simple ques-
tionnaire you will find on the web page itself. Thank you for your support - www.champagnat.org/1.php

Novitiate and first profession of 5 novices
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