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On the way tO the 
General COnferenCe

From “to help the dawn to rise” of Br Basilio Rueda 
to “to awaken the dawn” of Br Emili Turú

In conclusion, I repeat: I feel 
a new strength rising in me 

without any help of mine, to 
strengthen and help develop 
within the Institute the new 
changes that the Holy Spirit 
sends to us. I should like to 
add that my desire to stren-
gthen what is authentic will 
force me to be opposed to 
what is not authentic even 
though this may cause some 

hardships to some Brothers, and bring requests to leave the 
Institute. I am not afraid of changes, nor am I taken up by spi-
rit of conservatism, but rather, I want these changes to come 
about and produce results. As Yves Congar said: “We must 
help the dawn to rise”.

Br Basilio Rueda, 
Conclusion of his"Meditation out loud of a Superior General 
to his Brother Provincials”, General Conference, May 1971.

I remember reading the expression “to force the dawn to 
be born” for the first time in the writings of Br. Basilio 

Rueda, who was the Marist Superior General in the post-
conciliar years. They are words that I believe serve very well 
to summarise his 18 years of leadership in the Institute. But 
it was probably Giorgio La Pira, the popular “holy mayor” of 
Florence, who used it most often, quoting the French poet 
Rostand: "it is at night that it is fine to believe in the light; 

one must force the dawn to 
be born by believing in it".

If we believe in the potentia-
lity of the new dawn, instead 
of being still submerged in 
the night, it is because the 
mission that has been com-
mended to us has its origin 
in the mission of God: “The 
pilgrim Church is missionary 
by her very nature. For it is 
from the mission of the Son and the mission of the Holy Spi-
rit that she takes her origin in accordance with the decree of 
God the Father…” This fills us with hope, because we recog-
nise the mysterious presence of God, active in the world and 
in history. When we thought that we were going to take God 
to others, it happened that He was already there. We awake 
from our dream, like Jacob, and recognise: “the Lord was here 
and I did not know it” (Gen 28:16).

We are not the great actors of the mission, but pilgrims with 
God and with the others, until He “becomes all in all” (1 Cor 
15:28).The womb of the night contains all the potential of a 
most beautiful dawn.

Br Emili Turú
Conference of 10 December 2010

in the Theological Institute of Religious Life, Madrid

At the General Conference of 1971, Br Basilio Rueda consecrated in a certain way the expression "To help the dawn 
to rise", which appears also in some of his writings and conferences. Forty years later, the General Conference of 2013 
proposes the slogan "To awaken the dawn" which Br Emili Turú has already commented on in some of his letters. Two 

similar expressions at two different times in our history.
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Marist Blues

Letter from Aleppo, Syria

“Mummy, when are we going back ho-
me?" Fouad, the little 4 year old asks 
his mother this question, just before 
saying good night… And Lina, the 
mother, will spend the whole night 
crying and asking the same question.

But to whom to ask this question ? 
Who can or dare give an answer ? 
Who can propose a date? Yet among 
the refugees, the rumours circulate 
quickly and in vain. "We were told in 
two days… We were told a week… 
Soon…". A soon which becomes a 
month then another month and who 
knows how much more?

In accompanying the displaced fami-
lies, we "Marist Blues" do not stop 
listening with our hearts to their com-
plaints, their worries, their sufferings…

And we have no response other than 
compassion… We are present… We 
listen… We try to make their daily life 
as acceptable as possible…  We are at 
their disposal…
At the  moment I am writing, it is al-
ready two months since the families 

have left their houses in the "Djabal el 
Sayde" quarter…

The 300 families we support with the 
mountain basket (Sallet el jabal) are 
dispersed in the city… Some lodge 
with the Marists, others with relatives 
… and some go from one house to 
another… I am thinking in particular 
of a family of 7 persons who have not 
always found a house for all to stay 
together…: the father sleeps in one 
place, the mother with some children 
with a relative, the aunt with other 
children somewhere else… The war is 
not simply a matter of bombs, of shoo-
tings… It is a machine which destroys 
the person and the family… It isolates, 
separates, creates no bonds.

Aleppo wakes up and goes to sleep 
to the accompaniment of bursts of 
fire, columns of smoke, so many signs 
which say that the war is there, quite 
close, a step or two away…

On the security level, the past month 
was marked by the abduction of two  
Orthodox bishops who were travelling 
to negotiate the release of two priests 
kidnapped around 3 months ago. 40 
days later, we still have no news of 
them. The kidnappings create a situa-
tion of fear and anguish among many 
who see themselves forced to flee the 
country…

During the Angelus on 2 June 2013, 
Pope Francis expressed his "deep con-
cern" for the Syrian conflict and for the 
victims taken in hostage. He appealed 
to "the humanity of the abductors" to 
free the kidnapped  persons.

On the economic plane, purchasing 
power does not stop falling. Prices 
rocket and are multiplied by two or 3. 
Food supplies and basic necessities 
are inaccessible to many people. Those 

with salaries find that their income has 
lost value enormously. A kilo of bread 
has passed in a few months from 15 
Syrian pounds to 90 and sometimes 
100 pounds.

Electricity is severely rationed: 2 to 4 
hours a day. Water is assured for the 
time being. Petrol, gas and domestic 
oil are rare and very expensive. Certain 
medicines are becoming rare. A hepa-
titis epidemic is spreading. And with 
summer approaching, there is fear of 
the appearance of some sicknesses like 
cholera or leishmania.

The people are resigned… 

The families living with the Marists 
still benefit from the hospitality and 
necessary medical and psychological 
care. We feel that after two months of 
displacement, the needs of security 
and hope for the future are enormous. 
To these 80 persons has been added 
a group of young girls studying for the 
Baccalauréat (official exam at the end 
of secondary school). Effectively, these 
girls come from a quarter where it is not 
possible to take the exams. We have 
taken them in and offer them lodging, 
meals and the best conditions for pre-
paring well for and sitting the exams.

The 300 families displaced from Djabal 
el Saydeh have received this month 3 
substantial aids: A hygiene kit, clothing 
and shoes and the food basket.

In addition, we have distributed a subs-
tantial food basket to 75 families  we 
have been supporting for a long time.

Every Monday, a dozen displaced fa-
milies living in the schools of Djabal el 
Sayde,  and dispersed in the city, come 
to receive food and hygienic supplies 
adapted to their needs. They are grateful 
especially for the milk and the nappies...
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Marist netwOrk Of institutiOns 
Of hiGher eduCatiOn

Meeting of the Executive Committee

The Marist Blues are preparing summer 
activities for 50 adolescents. This is 
a programme of "SKILL SCHOOL" ac-
tivities, allowing the young people to 
discover themselves and develop their 
skills.  A Brother and some youth ani-
mate this project.

Those in charge of "Learn to Grow" 
plan to continue their activity throug-
hout the summer.  40 children of pre-
school age, take part in this project.

I end with the words of the Pope at the 
Angelus of 2 June.

"This tormented war situation brings 
with it tragic consequences: death, 
destruction, considerable economic 
and environmental damage, but also 
the plague of abductions", he conti-
nued, appealing "to the humanity of 
the abductors so that they free their 
victims".
Assuring them of his "prayer" and his 

"solidarity" for the persons abducted 
and their near ones, he encouraged 
the crowd to "keep on praying for our 
beloved Syria", where the population 
"aspires to peace in   justice and un-
derstanding".

The Pope finished on a positive note: 
"There are so many situations of con-

flict in the world, but there are also so 
many signs of hope".

We Marist  Blues wish to be, by our 
actions, one of these signs.

_______________
Br Georges SABE, on behalf of the Ma-
rist Blues - 7 June 2013

The Executive Committee of the Marist International 
Network of Institutions of Higher Education met in 
the General House in Rome, from 27 to 31 May, with 

the support of the Director of the Secretariat of Mission, 
Br João Carlos do Prado.

The participants were: Br Wilfredo E. Lubarico, co-ordi-
nator, from the Philippines, María Manuela Suassuna Q. 
Lopes, secretary, from Brasil, and councillors Jaime Nieto 
Ramírez, from Mexico, Pablo J. Pardo Santano, from Spain, 
and Br Silvestre Jacob from Argentine.

The subjects touched on during these days of intense 
work:
* Life and mission since the 5th meeting held in Mexico.
* Follow up of the work groups.
* Situation of the documentation of the Network.
* Meeting with FMSI: presentations of Brothers James Jo-

lley and Manel Mendoza.
* Planning and organisation of the 6th Assembly of the 
Marist International Network of IHEs in Koronadal, the Phi-
lippines.
* Presentation of Br Antonio Martínez Estaún on "Higher 
Specialisation in Marist Charism and Principles".
* Proposal of creation and implementation of the Perma-
nent Secretariat of the Network.
* The Executive Committee is committed to staying in con-
tact in order to facilitate the best conditions for the next 
Assembly of the Network.

At the end of the meeting, Br Emili Turú, Superior General, 
shared with the group on the progress made since 2004, 
when the Network meetings began. The Committee was in-
vited to continue the linking and strengthening of the Marist 
International Network of Institutions of Higher Education 
throughout the world.
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Marist yOuth Ministry

An interview with Br. Luiz André da Silva Pereira
Province of "Brasil Centro-Norte"

What are the particular characte-
ristics of the youth of Brasil?
To speak of today’s youth and its 
particularities  is a real challenge, 
for we have to take into account the 
different expressions of the mosaic 
made up by the youth of Brasil. So I 
will limit myself to the youth who are 
in our schools, universities, social 
works and youth centres.
They are aged from 12 to 25 and live 
for the most part in the metropolitan 
region, coming from different so-
cial classes. Marked by the capacity 
to ‘dream’, they create bridges and 
strike up relations so as to construct 
a better world, more just, more in 
solidarity, without prejudice or co-
rruption.
Young people who desire to have an 
experienced of the sacred in their 
daily life, struggling for the better 
days when the other becomes a sa-
cred space of revelation.
Young people marked by the new te-
chnologies and the social networks, 
with a new conception of distances 
and a "geography" and new forms of 
relationship.
Young people who in the social do-
main are victims of violence, unem-
ployment, lack of professional qua-
lifications and access to educa-
tion.
Young people who live utopia, 
who do not lose the shine in 
their eyes and who keep a smile 
on their face as a sign of hope.

How does one do MYM in 
theAdministrative Units of 

your region?
MYM is marked by a group process 
divided into fiveparts: Estrela”, “Co-
ração Acolhedor”, “Boa Mãe”, “Cruz” 
and “Violeta”. The process proposes 
an itinerary: the inviting, moment to 
invite, call and "attract" the adoles-
cents in view of forming the group, 
that is, discovery of the community 
way. The next step, the structuring, 
consists in forming the group, crea-
ting bonds, strengthening the desire 
to belong to the MYM; this is the dis-
covery of the  group. The third stage 
is that of the initiation, where we are 
happy to be together at meetings, 
social times and different activities, 
in this way fostering discovery of the 
person, of community, of society; 
the moment to begin the personal 
life project. The last stage is that of 
engagement, towards the group, the 
educational community, the Church 
and society.

How has the document "Evange-
lisers in the midst of youth"been 
received by the MYM leaders?
The document "Evangelisers in the 
midst of youth"has reiforced our pas-
toral approach in working with youth. 
The biblico-theological and pastoral 

foundations dialogue with the "Di-
rectives of the MYM", the document 
at the basis of our evangelizing ac-
tion with the young people of Brasil, 
producing a full communion with the 
Institute.
Thepresentation of the document 
took place at a meeting held in 
Campinas – SP, in August 2012, on 
the initiative of the Sub-commission 
for Evangelization of the Americas. 
53 participants were present, 10 
Provinces, 2 Districts, 13 countries, 
4 languages, 18 young people, 24 
Brothersfrères (including 3 scholas-
tics), 11 lay persons, 4 members of 
the General Government and the di-
rectors of the Secretariats. After this 
meeting, each Province programmed 
a study of the document.

In your opinion, what are the 
most significant challenges and 
proposals in work with youth?
I underline severalpoints: assure a 
continuing formation so as to un-
derstand the different expressions 
of young people and so strike up a 
dialogue; guarantee a political cons-
cience which pushes towards enga-
gement in public policies in favour 
of young people; promote among 

youth the culture of spirituality 
and a mysticism capable of res-
ponding to the contemporary 
calls; propose, as an Institute, a 
preferential option for the MYM 
as one of the theological spaces 
for encounter with God.
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Marist Youth Ministry can count on an International Commission responsible for indicating to the whole Institute 
directives capable of guiding the work of the local animators. The Commission’s last meeting was held in May in the 
General House. We asked its members some questions about its work and about MYM. Today we present an inter-

view with Br Luiz André da Silva Pereira, of the Province of "Brasil Centro-Norte", member of the Commission for two years.


