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Laity and Brothers

Meeting on Lay Association and Belonging

GeneraL administration

The Preparatory Commission for the II International Marist Mission Assembly met in the General House in Rome from 17 
to 21 March. It consists of Brs João Carlos and Miguel Angel of the Secretariat of Mission, Javier Espinosa of the Secretariat 
of the Laity, and Cesar Rojas of the Secretariat Brothers Today, together with delegates from the various regions of the Marist 
world.

From 26 to 29 of this month, 
more than 50 lay persons 
and brothers will be meeting 

in Rome to reflect together on Lay 
Association and Belonging. The 
meeting has been promoted by Br 
Emili with the collaboration of the 
Secretariat of the Laity. 

It has the following objectives: 

* To share information about the 
different possibilities of lay Marist 
association and belonging, par-
ticularly based on the experience 
of other religious families and al-
ready existing projects in various 
parts of the Institute. 

* To begin a process of discern-
ment about the structures of 
association and belonging most 
suitable for our Institute. 

* To offer some recommenda-
tions to both the General Council 
and the AUs with regard to the 
road to travel on this subject to 
the next a General Chapter. 

The program will be developed in harmony with the previous objectives. In ac-
cord with the first objective, three lay persons have been invited to offer their 
testimony about the lay Marist, three Congregations will present their experi-
ences with laity (Scolopi, Marianists and Salesian Cooperators), and finally we 
will be informed about some realities in our own Institute (Champagnat Move-
ment, Association of Australia, Association of Canada, Vocational Processes of 
Santa María de los Andes, Private Associations of Mulhouse and Ciudad Juárez, 
personal commitments). 
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marist schooL in africa

Leadership Programme

For over twelve months now a 
group we commissioned has been 
working on the development of 

a program for the formation of Marist 
school leaders in Africa. From their 
first meeting it was apparent that there 
was not only a need but also a strong 
desire for such a program, and if de-
veloped well the program could have 
deep and lasting effects for our mission 
in the twenty countries where we work 
in Africa.

The group has just completed its fourth 
meeting and are close to 
finalizing a comprehen-
sive program that has 
undergone several drafts 
so as to be sure that it 
will meet the needs of 
African leaders as well 
as being practical and 
achievable. The program 
was never imagined as a 
single event; a 'one-off' 
workshop that stood in 
isolation to other pro-
grams and activities. It 
was always understood 
that the program, while 
commencing with a sig-
nificant formation work-
shop would need to in-
clude preparatory and 
follow-up activities with structures that 
supported the ongoing development 
of leaders after their attendance at the 
first major event of the program.

We envisage many reasons to carry out 
the program, as:

* Building a 'culture of hope' among 
our young people is more likely to 
happen in schools committed to de-
veloping students who will be au-
thentic and competent leaders who 
learnt this from solid modelling in 
their schools. 

* It brings into dialogue and coop-
eration each of the 69 schools in 
21 countries, who educate 57 593 
children and young people across the 
continent of Africa.

* It will provide us with a compre-
hensive and systematic approach to 
the formation of laypeople - an ar-
ea significantly lacking across the 
continent, and with over 5000 lay 
collaborators working with 450 broth-
ers, an area that requires urgent and 
sustained attention.

* At a time when too few in gov-
ernment and business recognize the 
enormous potential education pro-
vides in reshaping the countries of 
Africa, this program, if sustained and 
successful, could well be a model well 
beyond our Marist, and indeed, our 
Catholic world.

* Our schools, and their leaders in 
particular, are in dire need of this de-
velopment. Unless we work at devel-
oping leadership capacity and depth 
the sustainability of our schools is 
seriously under question.

This program presents a real oppor-
tunity:

* opportunity to change leadership 
paradigms, characterized by values 
deeply respectful of God's people;

* opportunity to create dialogue that 
will realize collaboration and indeed 
coresponsibility in a new way;

* opportunity to build a new vision of 
the Marist charism for Africa.

The group under-
took their work in 
a spirit of openness 
and it has brought 
them to a point 
where we they are 
convinced of the 
potential of this 
program to do more 
good than had 
been first imagined. 
It has the strong 
support of the Su-
periors of Africa 
and with this piv-
otal endorsement it 
has the possibility 
of achieving collab-
oration in a way 
already realized at 

MIC. It was with these perspectives 
and hopes that happened the meeting 
of the Preparatory Committee of the 
Marist School Leadership Programme 
for Africa from 6 to 8 of March 2014, 
in Nairobi.

__________________

João Carlos do Prado, Gary Norton, 
John Kusi Mensah, Maminiaina Michel 
Razafimandimby, David Hall,  Mario 
Meuti.
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Br. saturnino aLonso orteGa

New Provincial of the Province of 
Santa María de los Andes 

Br Emili Turú has communicated the appointment, made by the members of the General Council, of Br Saturnino Alon-
so Ortega as Provincial Superior of the Province of Santa María de los Andes, for a period of three years. At the same 
time, he thanks Br Antonio Peralta, actual Provincial, for his service to his Province and the   Institute, in carrying out 

the important role of Provincial, for these six years. Br Saturnino Alonso tells us something of his life and experiences below.

Born on 23 February 1957, in a village 
called Santa Cruz del Tozo, in the Prov-
ince Burgos, Spain. Fifth of 6 sons of 
Julián and Isidora, one of whom died 
in infancy. What a beautiful experience 
of family life in simplicity and in work 
in the fields!

Began his Marist formation as a child 
in September 1969, going to join a new 
family in the juniorate of Robledo de 
Chavela, Madrid, then in the juniorates 
of Ogíjares, Granada, and Castilleja de 
la Cuesta, Seville. For four years lived in 
the house of Maimón, Córdoba, where 
he made his postulancy and novitiate, 
and was professed on 8 September 
1978. He did his Scholasticate at Alcalá 
de Henares, Madrid, living an intense 
community life at the time of complet-
ing his Master’s degree.

At the conclusion of this first stage of 
the post-novitiate, received “a great 
gift” – said Br Saturnino –: being sent 
to Bolivia.

 On 13 January 1981, he arrived in 
Bolivia, and a few days later, was in his 
new town: Comarapa.

 On 25 March 1983, he made perpetual 
profession in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
where he is living this year. 

Of the various missions he has been 
assigned, the many years accompany-
ing vocations ministry and the different 
stages of initial formation have been 
the most significant.

 Br Saturnino says that he experi-
enced a time of grace in accompanying 
the young men in formation, since he 
felt at the same time accompanied, 
esteemed, questioned and loved, as 
much by the formation communities 
in which he lived, as by the young 
men in the postulancy, novitiate and 
postnovitiate with whom he has lived 
for many years. At this stage of his life, 
he remembers with much fondness the 
Course for Formators he lived intensely 
in Cochabamba, as well as the journey 
made with formators of many   congre-
gations with whom he has worked.

The contact with so many children, 
adolescents and young people in the 
different areas in which he has been 
responsible for working, as well as 
with the teachers with whom he has 
shared life and mission, have helped 
him greatly in his personal growth – 
Br Saturnino declares. Very significant 
were the long experiences lived among 
the peasants; the innumerable camps 
and retreats with youth have shaped 
his heart.

The time lived as Superior of the Dis-
trict of Bolivia, from 1993 to 1999, was 
a special time of great closeness to the 
Brothers of all the Marist communities 
and educational works of Bolivia. But 
they were also years which helped him 
become more open to the journey of 
Marist life in Latin America, to religious 
life and the progress of the Church.

Since 2002, with the getting underway 
of the restructured Province, he has 
shared the commitment of journeying 
together with the brothers and laity of 
Chile, Peru and Bolivia, from the hand 
of and under the protection of Santa 
María de los Andes.

II Marist International Mission Assembly
Nairobi, 16-27 September 2014
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Br. Patrick mcnamara

International community of Prévessin-Moëns, France

The annual Marist Solidarity 
campaign is a program orga-
nized by MAPS, the Internation-

al development agency of the Marist 
Brothers in Australia. It is an Australia 
wide educational campaign usually 
conducted during Lent in 50 Austra-
lian Marist associated schools.  
This year the theme is "Marist 
Solidarity ...because young peo-
ple matter". 

Young people of our Marist com-
munity in Australia stand in a 
unique position. Their actions 
of solidarity with the marginal-

ised young people in 
Asia and the Pacific is 
causing a shift in not 
only the lives of in-
dividuals but in com-
munities of hundreds 
of people. All because of programs providing training and education in 

schools, study centres, health 
centres and universities and all 
because we recognise that young 
people matter.

A site offers diferente kind of 
material to participate in this 
campaign: www.maristsolidarity.
net.au
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...Because younG PeoPLe matter

Marist Solidarity Campaign 2014 in Australia

The General Council has ap-
pointed Brother Patrick Mc-
Namara, from the Province of 

United States as a member of the 

international community of Préves-
sin-Moëns (in France, near the Swiss 
border) effective October 1, 2014. 3 
members out of 4 of this community 
are currently at the service of our FM-
SI mission before the United Nations 
in Geneva (Switzerland), particularly 
with regard to the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child and the Human 
Rights Council.

Brother Patrick will complete the cur-
rent school year as the President of 
Marist High School in Chicago before 
moving to his new assignment in 
Europe. 

Br. Emili Turú, in his letter to Broth-
er Ben Consigli, Provincial, and the 
Brothers of the Province of the USA 
communicating the nomination, 

says: Our last General Chapter en-
dorsed the decision taken by the 
General Council ten years ago, and 
encouraged us “to promote, at all 
levels of our Institute, the rights of 
children and young people, and to 
advocate these rights in government, 
non-government and other public 
institutions.” I believe the Institute 
has made great progress in this field, 
which is basically another aspect 
of our mission among children and 
youth, especially those who are in 
situations of greatest vulnerability. 
We are convinced that the appoint-
ment of Brother Patrick will continue 
to strengthen this mission before the 
United Nations, and to the animation 
of the entire Institute regarding the 
rights of children and young people. 


