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Br LiBardo Garzón 
New Econome General

In his letter of April 16, addressed to Brother Provincials, Br Emili wrote, “The General 
Council has decided to appoint Br Libardo Garzón, Provincial Superior of Norandina, 
as Econome General of our Institute, to take effect from 1 January 2015. We thank 

Br Libardo for his generosity to assume this new service in the Institute, with his usual 
joy and availability”. 

Br Libardo, 51 years old, is from Colombia. He has a Degree in philosophy and religion; 
he was a participant in the masters of novices’ course directed by Br. Basilio Rueda in 
1990-91; he obtained a degree in psychology from the Gregorian University in Rome. 
He has followed courses in administration and in educational systems management.

He has been teacher in different schools; master of novices; vice-provincial and 
provincial administrator; rector of Colegio Champagnat in Ibagué and member of 
the provincial council. Presently he is in his second term as Superior of the Province 
Norandina.

EL EscoriaL

Brother Formators for a New World

Chronicle from the formators 
course that is being held in San 
Lorenzo de El Escorial, Spain, 

presenting several experiences they 
lived in March, with the support and 
presence of several lecturers.

“April rain is here again”, goes the 
saying, and this is becoming true in 
San Lorenzo de El Escorial, where 
rainfall was frequent and heavy in 
March, and seems to follow the same 
pattern in April. This is also the case 
in the “Brother Formators for a New 
World” course: like the rain, it slowly 

waters and soaks our lives, allowing the seed 
to break open and generate new life.

Our training course is proceeding as sched-
uled. After the initial integration and group-dy-
namics stage, the visit of the General Council, 
and the first workshops, there have been new 
formation themes:

Father Gonzalo Fernández, Claretian, spoke 
to us about social networks as formation 
factors. We reflected on different topics: our 
identity and relationships; the space where 
we live; the fact of being digital citizens; the 
use of social networks; and how to accom-

pany the “digital natives”, our young 
men in formation among them.

With the help of Chema Pérez-So-
ba, a lay Marist, we reflected about 
young people and the way they face 
the world, religion and faith today. 
How can we evangelize young people 
today and how can we adapt the way 
we educate them in the faith given 
the plurality of their options and the 
intimacy of their decisions?

José Antonio Molina-Niñirola, a lay 
Marist, spoke to us about Spirituality 
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Arco Norte: “New Marists in Mission”

and Transcendence. We studied the 
transcendent dimension of the person, 
reflecting about our own experience of 
God, the transcendent dimension in 
relation to the body, transcendence and 
day-to-day life, emptiness, the silence 
of God, and crisis situations. The deep 
sharing about our lives enormously en-
riched everyone.

Brother Juan Ignacio Fuentes 
(Juancho) shared with us his 
beautiful and fraternal Marist 
experience. We learned 
about different topics: the 
possibilities of personal 
growth, an evolutionary ap-
proach to personal develop-
ment, life stages and crisis 
situations, dealing with pain, 
levels of identity, overcoming 
traumatic experiences, and 
the process of mourning. We 
also shared in depth about 
the human vocation and the 
process of formation and 
growth.

Silvia Martínez, a lay Marist, spoke to 
us about gender perspectives and their 
implications for our present situation 
and evangelization mission. We also dis-
cussed other topics: gender in our per-
sonal stories, the current social models, 

and some frequent prejudices in this 
area. The group appreciated this vision 
of reality from a gender perspective.

Brother Séan Sammon spent two weeks 
with us and spoke about human sexu-
ality and emotional life. His experience, 
knowledge of the subject, and love for 

the Institute and the brothers enriched 
us very much. By using many examples 
and life experiences, he helped us re-
flect on different topics: the stages of 
life, changes and transformations, sexu-
al identity, intimacy, men and women in 
relationship, the midlife stage, psycho-

sexual development, stress, life of chas-
tity in celibacy, fraternal life, the pastoral 
response to child abuse, and living with 
difficult people. All these important top-
ics regarding formation have helped us 
and encouraged us to think about the 
formation plans for our Provinces.

Along with these intense 
experiences – with our deep 
appreciation for such for-
mation opportunities and 
for the people that made 
them possible – we go on 
living in fraternity, shar-
ing with the neighboring 
Marist communities (Les 
Avellanes, Villalba, Leon, 
Valladolid), learning from 
the experience and testi-
mony of our Martyr Broth-
ers, getting to know each 
other better every day, mu-
tually enriching ourselves, 
and sharing life in our small 
fraternities. And now we are 
getting ready to live the 

Passover of Jesus through different ex-
periences and expressions of the faith.

This is our formation course, like gentle 
and steady rain impregnating our lives 
and slowly turning them into fertile soil 
that generates life.

The six provinces of Arco Norte are presently immersed 
in the local phase of “New Marists in Mission” in an-
ticipation of the II MIMA to take place in Nairobi this 

September.  From Canada to the two provinces of Mexico, 
throughout Norandina and Central America, not to mention 
the United States, literally tens of thousands of youths 
and adults, lay Marists and Marist Brothers, have been en-
gaged in reflection, discussion, and celebration of the three 
themes of Marist spirituality, new vocations with lay and 
brothers, and evangelization.  All of these local conversa-

tions have had the support of the dedicated coordinators 
in each of the provinces.  Each had something unique to 
share:

* Br.  Jose Sanchez Bravo in Mexico Central decided to have 
each group meet four times for four hours each, focusing on 
Themes 1, 5, 6, and 10.  They’ve found the topics of Spiritu-
ality and Evangelization to be most important.

* Br. Felix Roldan in Canada said that because of the de-
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Abel Eom and Christina Kim: How our lives changed

clining number of active brothers, Canada created a six per-
son committee of two brothers and four lay Marists, three 
of whom are between the ages of 20 and 30 to facilitate 
groups throughout the Province.  Marists, Brothers and lay 
together!

* Br. Raul Fernando Lara Castro in Mexico Occidental has 
40 groups serving well over 1,200 persons.  They’ve made 
plans to bring the program to parents and families as well!

* Br. Alberto Rojas in Norandina:  Comprised of three sepa-
rate countries:  Columbia, Venezuela, and Ecuador, creating 
over 40 groups in total! They are thrilled with the develop-
ment of joint processes where Brothers and lay people have 
come together to share, reflect and pray.

* Br.  Daniel Martin DePay reports that Central America has 
involved over 775 people in five groups, each with a secre-
tary. They’ve used the posters of the Assembly Logo and the 
Assembly Prayer Cards to engage the participants.

* Ms. Alice Miesnik in the United States, Member of the Pre-
paratory Commission, reports that the eight United States 
schools will have a “Liftoff” as their culminating ceremony 
on May 1, sending off Flying Sky Lanterns with their hopes 
and dreams for Nairobi.

All six provinces have scheduled a summative province 
wide meeting in May at which they will reflect on these local 
experiences and articulate the message they would like to 
send with their two delegates to Nairobi in September!
________________
Alice Miesnik

Abel and Christina participated as Marist Missionaries, for almost 5 years, in the program Ad Gentes. Now they are 
going back to their home in Korea. Here they speak about their experience. 

Abel Eom

I am a man of many “titles” - Mr 
Eom, Lay Marist missionary, volun-
teer, teacher, ex-Marist Brother, social 
worker and even a pioneer AMAG. 
Nevertheless, I call myself Abel, a 
name that I selected for my baptis-
mal ceremony. Since then, I am still 
being nurtured by His word and con-
tinue to hunger for His love in my life.

In that sense, my experience of serving 
in AMAG as a Lay Marist for four and 

a half years was a gift (…). I have en-
joyed my busy work here as a teacher 
at the orphanage, weekend school, 
formation house and as a member 
of a youth prayer group. However, 
the happiest time for me is to spend 
time with them, such as during an-
nual retreats. I think it is then that 
we share the same spirit, vision and 
identity, which we rarely find elsewhere.

When I think about going back home 
to Korea, I feel a sense of acceptance 
- I have to accept the reality of my life 

and move on. At the same time, I am 
very happy because I am returning with 
a lot of gifts. These gifts are not only 
symbols of deep friendships and mean-
ingful experiences but also remind-
ers of my period of spiritual growth.

Ever since my baptism, I’ve always had 
a spiritual thirst or hunger and it was 
probably what made me join AMAG. 
However, now I come to discover that 
we receive God’s gifts not because of 
our works or intentional efforts but 
through His love and mercy. Now I just
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feel like giving thanks to God for His 
generous response to me during my 
time as a Lay Marist. So I leave for 
Korea with a precious spiritual seed 
in my heart. I pray that I will be able 
to nurture it, allowing it to grow 
healthily for the rest of my life by 
the grace of His mercy.

Christina Kim

Previously I was a social worker in 
Korea, caring for children with dis-
abilities. And then, together with 
my husband, I joined the M a r i 
s t   p r o g r a m m e   f o r mis-
sionaries in Asia. Now, four and a 
half years later, I have come home 
to Korea and am among the same 
people, the same familiar places 
from where I started. But I am no 
longer the same person that I once 
was. What are the things that have 
brought about so much change in 
my life?

The journey began with a year-long 
course in the Philippines. This was 
my first experience of community 
life and through it, I learned to rec-
ognize and accept the differences 
found in each one of us. One 
sunny day as we sat around the 
table enjoying lunch, some mem-
bers got into a fierce discussion. 
Suddenly a question came to my 
Korean way of thinking: “How 
can I go on sharing rice with 
these people?” The following 
morning I saw them embrac-
ing each other and asking for 
forgiveness from the bottom 
of their hearts, tears running 
down their cheeks. This inci-
dent gave me the opportunity 

to think once more about the true 
meaning of community.

Our first mission country was In-
dia. When I received this assign-
ment, my heart was ecstatic and I 
felt the joy of the Holy Spirit, imag-
ining myself accompanying poor 
children, walking through slums, 
just like Mother Teresa of Kolkata 
used to do. When I arrived at our 
assigned mission I quickly discov-
ered how naïve I was, immediately 
struggling to cope with the mos-
quitoes and air pollution.

One day, I saw a Brother from an-
other part of our world struggling 
to eat his portion of rice, so I 
asked him why he was feeling so 
uneasy. He said that he was not 
accustomed to eating rice and that 
it made him nauseous sometimes, 
yet since this was the staple food 
of the children living in the hostel, 
he wanted to be like them. When 
I heard him say that, I was deeply 
astounded and felt a deep sense 
of respect for this Brother, for even 
in a very isolated village in the 
Indian countryside, he wanted to 
live our Marist spirituality, putting 
into practice Jesus’ commandment 
of love.

Well, now we have returned to our 

home in Korea. Living with the 
Marist Brothers for four years has 
taught me a new way to relate to 
others, joyfully sharing my life with 
them, in Mary’s way of being at-
tentive to their needs.

Now the people around me often 
say, “After those years overseas 
you seem different. What changed 
you?” I always find this question 
difficult to answer. It was not 
one person or a single event that 
brought about this transformation. 
Rather, it was a plain and steady 
process that has led to my becom-
ing imbued with the spirituality of 
the Marist congregation. Thus, I 
find it difficult to adequately ex-
press how I’ve changed. As time 
goes by, memories of the activities 
in which I participated and the 
people I met may fade, but now 
I recognize them as an immense 
gift, a tremendous grace. My Marist 
ministry for the past four years has 
taught me a truly wonderful lesson 
that I will always cherish in my 
heart. Here on my desk is a quote 
from St Augustine - "Fill yourself 
first and only then will you be able 
to give to others."

From the bottom of my heart I 
thank God for offering me this 
opportunity and experience, and I 

want to express my sincerest 
gratitude to all the people 
who have helped me fill my 
life with meaning during those 
precious years my husband 
and I lived in Marist commu-
nities.
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Vatican 18 April 1999
A heart that knows no bounds

Canonization of Marcellin Champagnat
At a ceremony and Mass in St. Peter’s Square on April 18, 1999, Pope John 
Paul II declared that Marcellin is a Saint of the Universal Church.


