
Marist News
Marist Brothers - General House - Rome

2 May 2014Year VI - Number 320

320

Educating today and tomorrow: 
a rEnEwing Passion

Congregation for Catholic Education

gEnEral administration
Brothers Emili Turu, S.G., and Joe Mc Kee, V.G., attended the “Meeting of Perpetually Professed Brothers under 57 years 

of age” of Cono Sur (Santa Maria de los Andes, Paraguay and Cruz del Sur) for the purpose of promoting deeper familiarity 
with the processes and options of the 21st General Chapter and the General Conference. The meeting was held in Santiago 
de Chile from 23 to 26 April.

On 28 April, feast of St Peter Chanel, Brothers from the General House and Manziana went to the General House of the 
Marist Fathers in the Roman suburb of Monteverde for a commemorative celebration with the members of the other branches 
of the Marist Family.

Br César Rojas of the Secretariat of Brothers Today had a meeting with the Marist Spirituality Network for America in Lima, 
Peru, from 23 to 29 April.

Brothers José Maria Soteras and Eugène Kabanguka of the G. C. and Joao Carlos do Prado of the Secretariat of Mission 
attended the Regional Meeting on New Models of Animation, Government and Management for the Brother Provincials and 
members of the Provincial Councils of Brasil and Cono Sur, with other Brothers and laity invited from the Administrative Units 
of the Region. The meeting took place in Santiago de Chile from 28 April to 1 May.

Brother Michael de Waas of the G. C. is at MAPAC in Manila, Philippines, from 30 April to 1 May.
Brs César Rojas of the secretariat of Brothers Today and Javier Espinosa of the Secretariat of the Laity are meeting with 

the Commission of Brothers Today and the Laity in Lima, Peru, from 30 April to 5 May. 
Br Victor Preciado, Econome General, is meeting with the members of the International Council of Economic Affairs in the 

General House in Rome from 30 April to 3 May.
From 30 April to 2 May, Brs Ernesto Sanchez and Antonio Ramalho of the G.C. are with the Provincial Council of West 

Central Europe in Furth, Germany, at the conclusion of their visit to the Province.

The Members of the Congregation for Catholic Educa-
tion’s Plenary Assembly, meeting in 2011, accepted the 
suggestion of Pope Benedict XVI and entrusted to the 

Dicastery the task of preparing for the anniversary celebra-
tions of the Declaration Gravissimum Educationis (50 years) and 
the Apostolic Constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae (25 years), both 
of which fall in 2015. The aim is to give new stimulus to the 
Church’s involvement in the field of education.

There have been two principal events that have taken place in 
these subsequent years of preparation. The first was a seminar 
that took place in June 2012, with the participation of experts 
from all over the world. The second was the Plenary Assembly 

of the Congregation’s Members, which met in February 2014.
The indications that emerged in these two meetings are 
reflected in this Instrumentum Laboris, “Educating Today and 
Tomorrow: A Renewing Passion”. The text recalls the essential 
reference-points of both aforementioned documents, the 
fundamental characteristics of Catholic schools and univer-
sities, going on to describe the challenges to which Catholic 
educational institutions are called to respond, with the devel-
opment of their own specific mission.

In the years following the Second Vatican Council, Papal 
Magisterium has repeatedly insisted on the importance of 
education in general, as well as on the contribution that 



Year VI - Number 320Marist News

2

a drEam, a journEy, a vocation

To form Vocation
A living and formative experience in Central America

the Christian community is called to 
offer education. The Congregation for 
Catholic Education, too, has frequently 
addressed this theme in its documents. 
Therefore, the anniversaries of 2015 are 
a suitable and invaluable opportunity 
for taking on board the recommenda-
tions of the Magisterium and sketching 
out guidelines for the coming decades.

The Instrumentum Laboris has been pre-
pared for just such a purpose. It has 
been translated into various languag-
es, and is addressed principally to 
Bishops’ Conferences, to the Union of 
Superiors General and to the Interna-
tional Union of Female Superiors Gen-
eral of Religious Congregations. The 
text is also addressed to national and 
international associations of teachers, 
parents, students and former students, 
as well as associations of those who 
run schools and universities. Finally, 
the Instrumentum Laboris is also ad-
dressed to Christian communities, so 
that they may reflect on the impor-
tance of Catholic education in the 
context of the New Evangelization. The 
text can be used to effect a pastoral 
evaluation of this area of the Church’s 

apostolate; and it can also be used 
to promote various activities for up-
dating and forming those who work in 
Catholic schools and universities. The 
Instrumentum laboris can be download 
here: http://www.champagnat.org/400.
php?a=6&n=3208

The Instrumentum Laboris concludes 
with a questionnaire. We invite every-
one to give their answers, so as to 

provide the Congregation for Catholic 
Education with indications, sugges-
tions and proposals that will be con-
sidered with a view to the events that 
are being planned, in particular the 
Global Convention that will take place 
in Rome on 18-21 November 2015. To 
that end, answers to the questionnaire 
must be sent to the Dicastery no later 
than 31 July 2014 (to: educat2015@
gmail.com).

Throughout the history of the Prov-
ince of América Central, and of 
the Institute, alongside the Broth-

ers, groups of lay men and women have 
arisen who have been involved in the 
educational, pastoral and administra-
tive mission and who have shared not 
only responsibilities but faith, spiritual-
ity and life.  Many of them feel called in 
a particular manner to live their Chris-
tian vocation in the style bequeathed 
by Marcellin Champagnat.

With the aim of helping those laity 
who desire to make a personal journey 
of discernment and option for living 
the Marist spirituality and mission, the 
Province has given birth to “FORM 
VOCATION”, a living and formative ex-
perience for fostering deeper growth in 
their personal and Christian being and 
their Marist commitment. 

For the experience, we are thinking of 
lay people: who manifest a desire of 

going further on the journey of devel-
opment and commitment as Marists; 
with a high level of identification and 
with a level of adhesion beyond their 
professional work; in whatever areas 
of the work: fraternities, teachers, di-
rectors, pastoral workers, etc.; with 
a capacity for living an experience of   
interiorization and silence.

The Form Vocation experience was held 
on 12-16 April in the Marist Formation 
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ii marist intErnational mission 
assEmbly
National phase in Venezuela

Centre in Guatemala with 
laity from Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica and Puerto Rico.

Our objective: promote a 
living and formative ex-
perience for the laity of 
the Province of Améri-
ca Central who desire to 
make a personal journey 
of discernment and op-
tion for living on the basis 
of Marist spirituality and 
mission. 

The formative axes we are 
working on: personal expe-
rience as the place where God shows 
me my vocation (human dimension); 

the following of Jesus as the place for 
meeting God and my vocation (Chris-

tian dimension); the 
Marist Charism as the 
place for encountering 
discipleship in the style 
of Marcellin (Marist di-
mension).

This was the first expe-
rience in the Province. 
What comes next? We 
do not know. Without a 
doubt, we all left the 
Meeting with the desire 
of being accompanied 
on this journey and more 
aware of this common 
Marist vocation which 
unites us and drives us 

to open new ways and new forms of 
expression.

We, a group of 11 brothers, 8 lay men, and 16 lay 
women who live as Marists in Venezuela, met in the 
city of Los Teques from March 27 to 29 to generate 

a space for listening and fraternal dialogue. Through several 
months of “local phase”, sharing life and faith as we studied 
the topics proposed by the Marist Institute, we prepared 
ourselves for this “national phase” of the II Marist Interna-
tional Mission Assembly. We are very excited about being 
part of the Institute’s process in this historic moment, and 
we would like to share the work and experiences of these 
days with the “Marist World”.

We started our meeting at night with a moving celebration full 
of symbols around the fire, recalling the meaning of the As-
sembly’s logo. “If you want to shine, let yourself be set on fire” 
was the phrase that deeply touched our hearts, and somehow 
connected us with the motto of “New Marists in Mission”.

These days  we focused our work and reflection on the three 
themes that were proposed: spirituality, vocation (in terms 
of the new relationship between lay people and brothers) 
and evangelization.

SPIRITUALITY: heart of the mission

We feel that the heart of our mission consists in living 
the Gospel values, bringing God’s presence and love to 
the children and young people, especially to those most 
in need – like Montagne here and now – whose situation 
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By means of a video-conference 
with the brothers, the Province 
of "Brasil Centro Norte" official-

ly launched on 15 April the Strategic 
Plan for the educational centres for 
the next ten years. Br Provincial, Wel-
lington Medeiros, emphasised : 
"We wish to give coherent re-
sponses to the appeals of the 
contemporary world, in being a 
reference point for education in 
the national and American con-
text and also for the Institute."

The accent has been placed on 

transparency and equity in order to 
make the mission of the educational 
centres more viable : to educate and 
evangelise the children, adolescents 
and young people, according to the 
criteria of Marcellin Champagnat, with 

a view to forming Christians and citi-
zens committed to the construction of 
a durable and just society in solidarity.
The institutional position puts the ac-
cent on apostolic and Marial spiritual-
ity;  setting value on every human be-

ing; demonstrating the role of the 
children, adolescents and young 
people; insistance on the profes-
sionalisation, innovation and du-
rability of the mission, and excel-
lence in the processes, products 
and services, aiming especially at 
improvement in the manner of 
dealing with people.
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challenges us and invites us to move 
towards them.

We are convinced that “Marist life is 
worth living”. Our time is now, and we 
want to undertake the path of conver-
sion, listening to God in order to know 
what He wants from us, letting Him 
work in us, as we work with Him. We 
will only find the New Land, to which 
we must go in haste, through listening 
and praying. We must ask Him for more 
hearts that can be open to His action, 
willing to GIVE love, time, knowledge, 
resources, and also to RECEIVE.

We feel called to open ourselves to 
change, to build the “New Dawn” to-
gether (brothers and laity), becoming 
more sensitive to the needs of others, 
going where we are most needed, and 
working hard to achieve all this. 

VOCATION: new relationship be-
tween laity and brothers

We feel the fundamental call to live a 
new relationship of communion, to be 
brothers and sisters (laity and broth-
ers) in order to revitalize the charism 
and the mission together. Recognizing 
our vocations, which are different and 

complementary, as a gift from God, 
knowing that we need each other, we 
want to create communication spaces 
to share life and faith, favoring the 
joint formation of brothers and laity, 
taking on the challenge of living the 
spirituality of Marcellin Champagnat 
(and the first brothers) in our daily lives 
as Venezuelans.

We envision a new era of renewal 
and revival of the “Marist flame”. We 
believe we still need to break some 
paradigms, barriers and stereotypes 
in order to construct the “New Dawn”, 
overcoming wounds, fears and mis-
trust and, above all, letting God be 
God. Providence acts while we do our 
part.

When we, brothers and laity, feel in 
a position of equality, our identity is 
strengthened and our specific voca-
tions are enriched: the brothers with 
their experience of the vows, their 
availability, detachment and their call 
to universal love; and the laity, ac-
cording to their marital status, in the 
exercise of their profession, allowing 
the Marist spirit to reach the places 
where the brothers are not present. 
In addition, this relationship brings 

the brothers closer to human realities 
they have not experienced (or know 
little about) given their religious status: 
seeking the daily bread, maternity and 
paternity (which reveal tenderness, an-
other form God’s love).

EVANGELIZATION: brothers and 
sisters for young people

The Marist Mission in a new world is 
asking us to offer a significant pres-
ence among poor children and young 
people. We want to see the world 
through their eyes, and recognize 
Christ in them. Their cries and their 
material and spiritual lacks are an ur-
gent call for us. We cannot ignore their 
needs: closeness, a loving accompa-
niment, a listening presence, living a 
full life, counting on role models and 
the necessary tools to make all these 
things happen.

We need to expand our action field to 
work with the parents and their repre-
sentatives, so that they can learn to 
accompany their children with love, 
gratefulness and acceptance, and be-
come aware that they are the first 
educators of their children.


