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An urgent AppeAl!
A drop of water for my people

To my brothers and friends,
I am a Marist Brother Georges Sabe, I live in Aleppo, 
Syria.

For more than 3 years my people have been suffering an atro-
cious civil war. The city of  Aleppo, my city, where I grew up 
and where I am now, is suffering terribly.
United with the more than 2 million inhabitants of my beloved 
city (new born, children, young people, adults, and the elder-
ly), we, the Marist Blues, also cry:  "WE ARE THIRSTY".

The rebels have cut off the water...
We have been 10 days without having a drop!
It is a disgrace!
We need your help!

DO WHAT YOU CAN!

Remaining silent means becoming an accomplice…

Help us to make known what the city of Aleppo is suffering 
today.
Aleppo is thirsty...
Aleppo is being punished to death...
It is a disgrace in this 21st century to  be assisting at the death 
agony of a whole people in the face of world indifference.
Please, we need your support.
We need your support.
We need your support.

Write to your politicians, to the media, to the global and local 
humanitarian associations. 

Inform your pupils and families.
Start campaigns on the social networks. 

Remaining silent means becoming an accomplice…

• How can you tell a child God loves him when he is suffering 
from thirst?

• How can you tell a child God loves him very much when he 
is afraid?

• How can you say to a child "God loves you" when all he lives 
is inhuman?

Please, we cry from the depths, with the little voice that is 
left us...
Help us to welcome life and not death...
Do something...

You can follow the evolving situation on our facebook 
page:maristes alep.
Thank you for all you do to save our people.

________________
Br Georges Sabe, Aleppo - Syria
13 May 2014
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MArist europeAn ConferenCe

Edinburgh, 7th – 10th April 2014

The 16th meeting 
of the Marist Eu-
ropean Confer-

ence (CEM) took place 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
from 7th to 10th April. 
Brother Emili Turú S.G. 
attended the meeting, 
along with Brothers 
Ernesto Sanchez and 
Antonio Ramalho, the 
members of the General 
Council with responsi-
bility for Europe.

The meeting began with 
a workshop on Facilita-
tive Leadership which 
was led by Brother Ronnie McEwan, 
Provincial Bursar and member of the 
Provincial Council of West Central Eu-
rope. Brother Ronnie works as a trainer, 
facilitator and coach with a range of 
groups and individuals. He prepared a 
workshop which was carefully tailored 
for the needs of provincials. 

The business part of the meeting took 
place on 8th and 9th April, receiving 
and responding to reports from the 
four teams that have been established 
by the CEM – Mission, Brothers Today, 
Vocations, and Communion between 
lay people and Brothers - and the 

Champagnat Movement of the Marist 
Family. 

Two sessions were dedicated to reflect 
on the outcome of the special meeting 
that was held in San Leone Magno on 
Sunday, 2nd March, to reflect on the 
structure and vision of the CEM. The 
members of the CEM made the follow-
ing decisions:

• To keep the current structure of the 
CEM, which involves the provincial 
and one other brother from each 
province, who will come, as far as 
possible, from a different country 

from the provincial. 

• To invite the co-or-
dinators of the work teams 
to meet the CEM at one of 
the two meetings of the CEM 
that are held each year. This 
should help with the sharing 
of information and co-ordi-
nation of the work of the 
teams. 

• To appoint an exec-
utive secretary who will as-
sume many of the respon-
sibilities for preparing the 
meetings of the CEM, to fol-
low up on decisions taken 

between meetings, to keep a note 
of the need to renew mandates of 
members of teams or make new 
appointments, and to keep in con-
tact with the co-ordinators of teams 
regarding activities of the CEM. This 
change should help to improve the 
functioning of the CEM.

Following on recommendations made 
during the meeting of European pro-
vincial Councils that was held in Ko-
blenz in November 2013, the CEM 
has decided to bring the expand the 
Vocations team to include Marist youth 
ministry in Europe.

IX Meeting of the Inter-American Spirituality network

From 23 to 29 April, Santa Eulalia, Peru, hosted the IX 
Meeting of the Inter-American Spirituality Network (XIX 
Meeting of the Latin American Spirituality Network), 

attended by 23 participants: 8 brothers and 15 laity.

The theme chosen by the Spirituality Subcommission of 
America was in harmony with that lived at the General 

Conference last year and was aimed at making a spiritual 
itinerary through the three icons proposed: Hermitage, La 
Valla and Fourvière.

The icon of the Hermitage challenged a review of our cur-
rent context: Where are we as animators of the spirituality in 
America? What steps have been taken since the last meeting 
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in Canada? We had the opportunity to do a review from the 
viewpoint of faith on the progress of the Network in the last 
three years and how the themes proposed have helped re-
flection in the Administrative Units on the necessity of living 
itineraries of personal and institutional conversion (Meeting 
of Curitiba-2011), conversion from the viewpoint of the 
poor child (Meeting of Guatemala-2012) and the theme of 
the new relationship between brothers and laity (Meeting 
of Canada- 2013). We feel that this reflection has brought 
us into harmony with the calls of the last General Chapter 
and, little by little, has been inspiring in our animation the 
challenge to go deeper into these areas.
The icon of La Valla allows us to connect with our sources 
and to reflect on our mystical, prophetic and fraternal di-
mension. The visit to the “Diorama” of the Marist places in 
the   Villa Marista in Santa Eulalia allowed us to make a spir-
itual journey to return to the essentials of Marcellin’s call.
The icon of Fourvière permitted us to look at the service 
of animation in our Provinces, leading us all to say that we 
do not feel ourselves “spiritual leaders”, but rather limited 

reference points for other brothers and lay persons. There is 
much shared life in each   Province and Region and there are 
many “foot soldier witnesses” who inspire and challenge us. 
We feel that, as the fresh water of the Gier runs through the 
vales of the Hermitage, so the spirituality has to run through 
all our being and work of our beloved continent.

The Oceania Council meeting took 
place at Varroville, Australia, on 
16’16 April. The Council has been 

operating in its present form since 
2012. This meeting provided an op-
portunity for reflecting on what has 
been accomplished by the Council to 
date and identify future directions. The 
Council examined the priorities estab-
lished by the 2013 General Conference, 
the Province of Australia, the District of 
Melanesia and the District of the Pacif-
ic. lt identified the following as future 
directions:
• Mission - Vulnerable Children, Lead-

ership and Evangelisation
• Marist Life – a meaningful life, Spiri-

tuality, Community
• Formation for life for young Marists 

(Brothers & lay)
• Governance

The Council thanked and acknowl-
edged its debt of gratitude to Br Antho-
ny Robinson in his role in facilitating 
the work of the Oceania Council as the 
Oceania Regional Coordinator. Antho-

ny relinquished this role towards the 
end of 2013.

The Council received a progress report 
on the formation of the Association 
of St Marcellin Champagnat.  This will 
have both church and civil recognition. 
Steps are being taken to establish 
the association which will be open to 
Champagnat Marists, brother and lay 
who choose to belong.

There have been significant changes in 

the Oceania Solidarity Network with the 
death of Br Nevil Bingley, the departure 
of Catherine Hannon and changes at 
FMSl.  Br Paul Haough will join OSN 
mid-year responsible for advocacy is-
sues related to children. OSN is sup-
porting workshops on child protection 
in the Districts of Melanesia and the 
Pacific during 2014.

There was an extensive discussion 
about the Oceania Partnership Com-
mission.  lts role is to promote, support 
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At the request of some regions 
of the Institute and coinciding 
with the 25 years of the Cham-

pagnat Movement,  a start was made 
two years ago on a process of revision 
and updating of the Movement, an 
undertaking guided by an internation-
al Commission with Ana Sarrate as 
co-ordinator. 

The progress made followed two first 
steps of consultation among all the fra-
ternities of the Institute. One of these 
consultations included the Provinc-
es where the Champagnat Movement 
does not exist. The Commission has 
been aware of the need to revitalise 
the fraternities of the Movement, but 
also to renew the initial invitation of Br 
Charles to all lay persons, especially 
the young, "to live together a fascinat-
ing spiritual and apostolic adventure 
in the charism of Champagnat". That 
is why the launching of the renewal is 
a proposal to the almost 3,500 mem-
bers of the  Movement, divided into 
some 300 fraternities or groups, and 
present in some 20 countries, but also 
to all lay men and women who wish to 
live the Marist spirituality, brotherhood 
and mission in the setting of the 
world.

During this meeting in Rome, the 
third step of the undertaking was 
spelled out in detail. It involves 
a new draft of the  Life Project 
with the aim of making the Move-
ment’s identity explicit in taking 

into account the spirit of the first 
project, but also the reflection and 
experience of almost  30 years of life. 
With the new project, it is wished to 
draw up a Guide where the stages of  
formation, the forms of organisation 
and the possibilities of commitment 
and association will be given. All this 
in a language for the laity. In this proj-
ect, the future is leading us to a better 
clarification of the terms of "autono-
my in communion" and to give a new 
significance to the expression of the 
Constitutions : "an extension of our 
Institute" (C. 164.4) referring to the 
Champagnat Movement.

The echo of the words of Br Charles 
in his circular on the  Champagnat 
Movement has been heard during the 
work of these years : "We see this doc-
ument as the first step in a process 
which you will complete in the years 
ahead". So, throughout our meetings, 
we have emphasized that it is a move-
ment for lay persons who are asking 
for expressions of maturity and auton-
omy in a grand communion with the 
brothers. We consider that the Move-
ment is a challenge for the lay face of 

the charism, lived in the family, in the 
workplace, in the milieu of society, in 
the reality of the world, in Church.

We held the last meeting during Easter 
week. The programme for the third 
step of the Movement process was 
drawn up in the hope and newness of 
this paschal season. We felt the call to 
set out, to get moving, to proclaim. 
To proclaim this message to young 
people "that they can find in the 
Movement an answer to their deepest 
expectations and a field of action for 
their generosity" (Br Charles). We are 
also trying to establish a link between 
the Movement and the youth minis-
try of the Provinces. We also believe 
that it is necessary to promote this 
proposal in the Provinces where the 
Movement is not yet present as an 
opportunity for establishing a process 
for the laity thanks to the support of 
internationality in a common spirit.

The reflection of these last years leads 
us to affirm that the Movement pro-
posal applies to all the cultures and 
sensibilities of the Institute. We equal-
ly affirm that it must make its own 

way without depending on the 
brothers, but with a great sense 
of vocational complementarity, 
hand in hand for the main for the 
construction of a new stage for 
the Marist charism. United, we 
enrich the charism. United, we 
accompany the charism.
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Process of revision and updating of the 
Champagnat Movement

and develop a spirit of communion 
between all Champagnat Marists in-
volved in Marist mission and life in 
the region of Oceania.  lts purpose is 
to ensure co-responsibility in decision 
making and in animation of Marist life 
and mission. The OPC represents a 
successful model for partnership with-
in the Church.  lt provides a framework 

for lay and brothers to commit and 
belong to Marist life and mission at 
local and regional levels. The revised 
Charter was presented and adopted.

About the 2nd Marist lnternational 
Mission Assembly at Nairobi, the 12 
delegates from Oceania will gather 
with the Oceania Council at St Jo-

seph’s College, Hunters Hill, prior to 
their departure in September. They 
will be challenged to find and explore 
new lands, to respond to the voices 
of young people in need, and to share 
and celebrated with hope a new time 
for the Marist charism in the third cen-
tury of the lnstitute.


