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Sad anniverSary
Blue Marists - Letter from Aleppo No 21

General adminiStration

The General Council officially ended the Plenary 28 February, but continued joint activities 2- 3 March. On 3rd March 
all the people of the General House were invited for the traditional meeting at the end of each Plenary Session. After a 
moment of prayer, there was time to look at the calendar 2015 - 2017. Then, Br. Josep Maria Soteras presented new IT 
projects assisted by technicians from Curitiba and Barcelona for the benefit of the General Administration. At the end of 
this meeting, Br. Marcelo De Brito presented the application  “Kosmos”, intended as a tool for the management of houses 
data connected with the Institute.

Brothers Tony Leon, director of the Secretariat, Brothers Today, and Javier Espinosa, director of the Secretariat of Laity, 
attended the meeting of the Inter-American Commission of Spirituality, Brothers and Laity in Quito, Ecuador (2-4 March).

Br. Javier Espinosa participated in the meeting, also in Quito, of the Commission of Laity of Norandina Province (5-7 
March).

Brothers Mario Meuti, director of FMSI-Rome, and Chris Wills, director of the Secretariat of Collaboration for mission, 
international (Cmi), participated in the presentation of the project "Network Pan-Amazon" (REPAM) and a seminar on the 
topic at the Vatican (2-3 March).

Opening my computer to write 
this letter, the phone rang to in-
form me that mortars hit Azizié, 

a central neighborhood of Aleppo, near 
the Latin Cathedral, just after Mass. A 
few minutes later, Saint Louis Hospital 
informed me that several people with 
serious injuries were taken there and 
several people were killed including a 
19-year-old, Sima K.

Unfortunately, this is our daily 'bread' for 
a long time now, especially these past 
20 days, when armed rebels have been 
break into our neighborhoods every day, 
throwing mortars and gas cylinders filled 
with explosives and nails, killing some 
and injuring others. They also have snip-
ers; one of the latest victims of snipers 
is Nour A., 25 y old, scout guide, and 
basketball champion. Innocent victims 
of blind violence. Our hospital is full of 
wounded treated free of charge as part 
of our "civilian war victims" program.

Sad anniversary. In a few days, we will 
begin our fifth year of war in Syria since 
it began in March 2011. In Syria, nobody 
had ever imagined that things would 

happen this way; Nobody wanted this 
war in Syria, even the most critical of 
the government; Nobody in Syria, and 
I mean in Syria, wanted the destruc-
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tion of the country, the death of 
250,000 people, not to mention 
the hundreds of thousands of 
amputees and/or injured people, 
the exodus of millions of refugees 
and the displacement of eight 
millions, such a suffering.

Sad anniversary. The Syrians 
suffer seeing the name of their 
country associated with inter-
national terrorism, namely that 
30,000 people from 80 countries 
came to do Djihad in Syria as if 
Djihad was part of the tradition of 
Syria, as if Syria was a country of 
Islamic extremists! Syria was the 
example of tolerance and coexis-
tence; Syrians, Muslims or Chris-
tians, are considered Syrians before 
claiming their religious affiliation.

Sad anniversary. The Syrians fear 
Daech (ISIS), this monstrosity that 
wants to establish an Islamic state that 
has nothing to do with true Islam, and 
which has been "training" with thou-
sands of Syrians long before they killed 
US, British or Japanese hostages.

Sad anniversary. The Syrian Chris-
tians are very upset about the attacks 
by Daech (ISIS) against the Chaldean 
Christians in Mosul, the brutal murder 
of Egyptian Copts in Libya, and more 
recently by the kidnapping of 
Christian Assyrians in Hassaka 
province in Syria. Who will be 
next? The Syrian Christians are 
afraid ...

Sad anniversary. We are still 
suffering from a shortage of 
everything, from fuel, gas, to 
electricity, water, medicine and 
many other essentials. The 
people of Aleppo have had a 
cold hard winter this year, with 
no other heating medium. We have a 
shortage of water as it is provided only 
one day out of six - [water sources in 
areas controlled by the rebels].

Sad anniversary. The cost of living 
has soared; the prices of different 
products have become 5-10 times the 
price of pre-war. People have become 
poorer ... unemployment is scary. 70% 

of the Syrian population live now below 
the poverty line.

Sad anniversary. The Syrians are des-
perate. They see no way out of the cri-
sis. There is a continual flow of people 
leaving the country and without hope 
of return. Syria, and particularly Alep-
po, is depopulated of its Christians. 
We are afraid of ending up like the 
Christians in Mosul ... or those people 
in Hassake ... or die of a random shell, 
or shot by a sniper.

Sad anniversary. The Syrians are, 
to say the least, disappointed by the 

attitude of Western governments and 
the international community who are 
arsonist firefighters trying to extinguish 
the fire that they have themselves fu-
eled, encouraged and supported in our 
houses by televised statements and 
who have not the courage to initiate 
a political solution because it does 
not conform to their selfish interests. 
We are dismayed by all the media that 

show or just talk about the plight 
of 300,000 people living in the 
neighborhoods of Aleppo con-
trolled by armed rebel groups, 
forgetting the 2 million people 
living in the part under the con-
trol of the government and oth-
ers who suffer as much as them 
- suffering caused by the armed 
rebel groups - , if not more.

Given these tragedies, these dis-
appointments, these sufferings, 
the anxiety, the fear, the despair, 
what can we do? ... Is there 
anything to do? ... Why Stay? ... 
Why stay? ... Are we heroes or 
fools? ... Is there hope of return 
to a normal life? ... To a return 

of peace?

The inhabitants of Aleppo who stayed 
give us lessons of courage and reasons 
for hope. When we see them do any 
work to survive, send their children to 
school and college despite the inse-
curity, leave each morning their home 
without any guarantee of not being 
hit by a bullet from a sniper on the 
street, stay home knowing that the 
next mortar may fall on their building, 
day by day, trusting only in themselves 
and in God ... Yes, when you see their 
courage and resilience, it silences our 
unanswered questions, it encourages 

us and continue.

This is how we, the Blue 
Marists, continue our various 
programs and projects.

The "Blue Marist housing 
program for the displaced" 
continues and its path goes 
in crescendo. We have already 
helped 57 displaced families; 
and if we have not been able 
to do more, it is only for the 

lack of resources.

Our monthly food baskets distribution 
continues. These baskets contain 22 
items; In addition to commodities like 
sugar, rice, cheese, jam, lentils, oil, 
etc., there are eggs, meat, chicken 
and powdered milk for children; "The 
basket of the mountain" is for dis-
placed Christian families in DJabal Al 

Is there anything to do? 
Why stay?  Are we heroes 
or fools?  Is there hope of 
return to a normal life, to 

a return of peace?
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Sayde, "The Blue Marists basket" for 
displaced Muslim families, and "The 
Ear of God Basket" to families living in 
extreme poverty without being 
displaced. Besides the food, we 
provide clothing, mattresses, 
blankets and kitchen utensils, 
etc. Soon, we will distribute 
shoes to all children. Every day, 
we distribute hot meals (lunch-
es) to 550 people.

The "Civil War Wounded" program 
continues its mission through treat-
ment, free of charge, in the best hos-
pital in Aleppo, of civilians wounded 
by bullets or missiles, thanks to the 
generosity and volunteerism of the 
best doctors and surgeons in the City, 
and the dedication of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of the Apparition. In two years, 
we have solved hundreds of 
cases, and rescued dozens 
of injured. In recent times, 
unfortunately, it is non-stop 
work as we have many ci-
vilians injured by mortars 
falling randomly.

Of course, we continue car-
ing for children and youth 
who are our top priority.

The two projects "I learn 
to Grow" and "I Want to 
Learn" deal every day with 
over 150 preschool and 
school age children who do 
not go to school for various 
reasons. 

“Skill School” for teens 
and "Tawassol" for young 
mothers, resumed after the Christmas 
holidays.

Our training center, "MIT" (Marist In-
stitute for Training) did not stop. We 
are inundated with requests to partic-

ipate in workshops organized twice a 
month for a period of three days each 
for 20 young adults. Recent workshops 

related to "time management", "How 
to write a report", “Creativity”, and 
“accounting with a computer program”. 
The center also organizes monthly con-
ferences which are also much appreci-
ated.

Finally, "Oasis", our spiritual formation 
center for young Christians, has been 
organizing retreats for several months 

or monthly seminars for young people. 
It is becoming increasingly popular.

On Friday February 27, a day of training 
was held for 70 volunteers of the Blue 
Marists. We addressed the issue of the 

Year of the Marist worldwide "be sensi-
tive to the plight of the most neglect-
ed", as was San Marcellin Champagnat 

who took care of an illiterate 
and the dying boy, who led 
him to found the Congregation 
Marist Brothers. Our volun-
teers are amazing, sensitive to 
others, dedicated, respectful 
of the dignity of others, and 
live solidarity in the way of the 

Gospel.

What consoles us is the Blue Marists 
network of thousands of friends we 
have around the world, and the hun-
dreds of messages of friendship and 
solidarity we receive each month from 
the five continents.

Dear friends, we appreciate very much 
your friendship, your solidarity 
comforts us, your donations 
fund us and allow us to move 
forward, your encouragement 
and prayers stimulate us.

A century ago, in 1915, there 
was the genocide against 
the Armenians and Syriac 
by the Ottomans. A Domini-
can priest, Jacques Rhétoré, 
a great sage, witnessed it 
and wrote his testimony in a 
book called "Christians to the 
Beasts". Unfortunately, Chris-
tians in our country are now 
prey to the savages. Will we 
be the witnesses or victims of 
a possible second volume of 
this book?

However, despite everything, 
even if we lost some of our illusions, we 
keep our hope intact because without 
it, our faith is meaningless.
_________________
Aleppo, March 1, 2015
Nabil Antaki for the Blue Marists

What consoles us is the Blue Ma-
rists network of thousands of 
friends we have around the world.

We are close to young people in their actual life-situations, taking the risk of going into what may be unexplored 
areas where those in material and spiritual poverty await the revelation of Christ. In dealing with young people, 

we show a concern that is humble, simple, and forgetful of self.
We make Christ known to them as the Truth who sets them free, as He who calls everyone by name. We help them to 
discover their vocation in the Church and in the world. We remain ready to respond to the Holy Spirit, who challeng-
es us by the hard facts of the lives of young people, and who urges us on to courageous action (Constitutions 83).
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international ChariSm

Staff changes in the General Administration

The service provided by the 
brothers and lay people who 
are working for the General Ad-

ministration is an expression of our 
international charism and interpro-
vincial solidarity. Brothers who come 
to Rome are at the service of the 
General Council on a three-year re-
newable contract. In recent months, 
there have been several staff changes 
in Rome, concerning the services pro-
vided to the Institute.

Since last August, the translation co-
ordinator for the General Administra-
tion is Brother Santiago Fernández 
García, from the Province of Com-
postela. He took over from Brother Jo-
sep Roura, who returned to the Prov-
ince of the Hermitage. In the same 

department, Brother Edward Clisby, 
who translated into English, returned 
to the Pacific District in December.

Last October, Brother Tony Leon 
(Province of Australia), took over from 
Brother César Rojas as Director of the 
Brothers Today Secretariat. Brother 
César has been appointed Provincial 
of Norandina. Brother Tony handed 
over the position of Assistant Director 
of the Secretariat to Brother Hipólito 
Pérez Gómez (Province of Central 
America).

Brother Alberto Ricica completed his 
term as Director of the Communica-
tions Office and returned to the Prov-
ince of Central America in December. 
The new Director is Mr. Luiz Da Rosa, 

who will go on working as webmas-
ter at the same time. Mrs. Aglaya 
Jiménez has been hired to collaborate 
with this department.

In January, Brother Roque Brugnara 
(Brasil Centro-Sul) took over from 
Brother Javier Ocaranza (Western Mex-
ico) as member of the Administration 
Team of the General House. 

Brother Libardo Garzón (Norandina) 
arrived in Rome on January 16 to exer-
cise his duties as new Econome Gen-
eral. Brother Víctor Preciado (Western 
Mexico), his predecessor, and also a 
General Councilor, is assisting Brother 
Libardo in this transition phase.

Religious Life Day in Cienfuegos, Cuba

On February 2, feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
and International Day of Religious Life, the religious 
from the diocese of Cienfuegos gathered at the 

Marist community house. Along the day, which included 
prayer and reflection, each of the 11 religious communities 
participating shared about the way in which they are incar-
nating their charism in Cuba.

The meeting, which ended with the Eucharist celebrated 
by Bishop Domingo Oropesa, aimed at welcoming and 
studying the invitation Pope Francis made to the religious 
worldwide in the Year of Consecrated Life the Church is cel-
ebrating: “Look to the past with gratitude, live the present 
with passion, and embrace the future with hope”.

Marist presence in Cuba

The Marist Brothers first arrived in Cuba in 1903. After leav-

ing in 1961, they returned in 2001, and now there are two 
Marists communities in the island, one in Habana, with 3 
brothers, and another in Cienfuegos, with 3 brothers and 
an aspirant. Cuba is part of to the Province of Central 
America.


