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An internAtionAl community

Marist Novitiate of Tudella - Sri Lanka

GenerAl AdministrAtion

The Preparatory Commission for the International Assembly of the Marist Mission is taking place in the Hermitage to 
evaluate the process developed in recent years, which culminated in September’s meeting in Nairobi. The process will 
continue with regional assemblies, planned for this year. Participants include General House brothers João Carlos do Pra-
do, Miguel Angel Espinosa, Javier Espinosa and Tony Leon.

A formation course for senior brothers in French began on Sunday in the General House in Rome. Twenty-two partici-
pants are taking part in the two month course, due to end on May 8.

A programme titled ‘Senderos’ will start tomorrow, March 20, at El Escorial, Spain. It is tailored to Spanish and Portu-
guese speaking brothers. Fifteen brothers will participate. Another course, for English-speaking brothers, is taking place in 
Manziana, Italy, on Saturday, March 21 titled “Mid Life.” Eight brothers will participate.

In 2013, the Marist Provinces of South 
Asia, Australia and the Marist District 
of Asia agreed to re-open the former 

novitiate of Tudella as an International 
Novitiate.

The novitiate of the Province of South 
Asia moved to Tudella in 1992. It be-
gan with novices from Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan and Indian novices first came 
in 2000. For some years prior to 2013 
Tudella had ceased to function as a 
novitiate. 

In May 2014, the novitiate commenced 
with 2 novices from the District of Asia 
and 3 from the Province of South Asia, 
and an international staff comprising 
Novice Master, Br Nicholas Fernando 
(Sri Lanka), and team members Br Ran-
jith Perera (Sri Lanka), Br Peter Walsh 
(Australia) and Br Canisio Willrich (Bra-
zil). In May 2015 the novices will have 
completed their canonical year and will 
be undertaking apostolic/community 
experiences in their various units.

In 2014, the Marist District of Melanesia 

applied and were accepted as another partner in the venture.

In May of this year, another 9 novices will join the 5 already in Tudella: 7 from the 
District of Asia and two from the District of Melanesia.

The current group of novices and team, with Br Sales Fernando replacing Br Ranjith, 
hail from five different countries and have melded into a very good international 
community. The language of the novitiate is English although on occasions Singhala, 
Urdu, Vietnamese, Portuguese, Spanish and “strine” can be heard.

Pictured, left to right: Brothers Bao, Dulaj, Anthony, Sales, Canisio, Nicholas, N.M., Thu-
an, Emili Turú, Peter, Kamran, Rohail.



In the afternoon, we went on reflecting on the encounter 
between Marcellin and young Montagne. The ‘dream’ we 
are part of today, and for which we try to give our lives daily, 
emerged from this encounter. Then we met in small groups 
and carefully listened to a number of real-life stories of chil-

dren and young people 
from our countries. 

After getting the home-
work assignment of 
studying the message 
of the II Marist Interna-
tional Mission Assem-
bly held last year in 
Nairobi, we headed to 
the school chapel for 
the celebration of the 
Eucharist.

The Lord, through his Word, Bread and Wine, sent us back to 
our families and works to keep incarnating the answer that 
Marcellin Champagnat set in motion almost 200 years ago.
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mArists, pAssionAte 
About the mission!
Puerto Rico: Educators Meeting in Manatí

On Saturday, February 28, Our Savior Marist School 
in Manatí (Colegio Marista El Salvador) opened its 
doors to welcome a very large group of educators, 

counselors and administrative staff from our two Marist 
schools of Puerto Rico.

After the icebreaking 
group dynamics and the 
offering prayer at the 
sports hall, we started 
discussing the topics 
of the Montagne Year. 
A short lecture outlin-
ing the characteristics 
of children and young 
people today was the 
framework for the re-
flection on Marcellin 
Champagnat’s ‘Mon-
tagne experience’ that followed. At some point of our life, 
we all have felt helpless and powerless in the face of injus-
tice and suffering. Marcellin responded in a very concrete 
way. What is my answer?

Coping with the Social Issue - Third Forum

The third edition of the Forum entitled ‘Coping with the 
Social Issue’ (A vueltas con lo social), an important 
event in the life of the Ibérica Province gathering many 

people, took place on February 28. It was a provincial forum 
allowing the Marists from the entire AU to meet in order to 
continue weaving with hope and joy new commitments and 
possibilities of social transformation. The role of the Marist 
educator and committed citizen who “takes charge of the 
situation and envisions a different social reality” is vital.

province ibéricA
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province compostelA

Schools begin a path of methodological innovation

Marist schools have always been at the peda-
gogical forefront. Saint Marcellin Champagnat, 
founder of the congregation, was a pioneer in 

the first decades of the 19th century and he introduced 
innovative learning techniques. Being on the verge of 
the bicentennial of the founding of the Marist institu-
tion, colleges of the Compostela Province have begun a 
journey of methodological innovation and have already 
begun to introduce novelties in the developments in 
our classrooms. 

This new step means not only educating so that stu-
dents obtain the maximum knowledge

and the maximum qualification; today, more than ever, 
children and youth need to be trained for life. The goal 
has been changed and, therefore, the learning model 
also needs to change. 

The current requests of centers in the Spanish auton-
omous communities -Castile and Leon, Galicia and 
Asturias – where Marist schools of the Compostela 

Province are present, the institution suggests that new students 
and their families enter ‘in their life’ – ‘in your life’ – and invites 
them to welcome the Marist charism as a model of education. A 
model based on methodological innovation, with Marist spiritu-
ality and solidarity, pillars to form "good Christians and honest 
citizens" for the 21st century in the style of Champagnat.

That humility and simplicity may ever 
be the distinguishing mark of the Little 
Brothers of Mary; that a tender and filial 
love for our good Mother never fail you 
in all the changes of time and circum-
stance. Proclaim her love in every place, 
as far as lies in your power. She is the 
first Superior of the whole Society.  With 
devotion to Mary couple devotion 
to her noble spouse, glorious St Jo-
seph. He is, as you know, one of our 
leading patrons. You act as guardian 
angels of the children entrusted to your 
care, so, to these pure spirits also, pay 
a special homage of love, respect and 
confidence.

Spiritual testament of Marcellin Champagnat

St Joseph, patron of the Institute
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cyclone hit vAnuAtu
District of Melanesia

At the moment, in Vanuatu, we have 
three Brothers and one postulant who 
is waiting to go to the novitiate this 
year in Tudella Sri Lanka. The Brothers 
are teaching at St Michel Technical 
College and also in charge of the boys 
dormitory since it is a boarding school.

The Brothers are Brendan Sinei, from 

Bougainville; Blaise Jai, from Papua 
New Guinea; and Elie Sangul, from 
Vanuatu. The postulant is Fereol Melt-
eror from Vanuatu. Br. Brendan is full 
time teaching. Br. Blaise is helping 
out with the boarding and running the 
school canteen and also assist in the 
buying of student daily food. Elie is the 
dormitory master where he organises 

the activities of the boys outside the 
classroom.

Around 45 members of the 
Champagnat Movement of the 
Marist Family (CMMF) coming 

from different cities in the Philippine 
Sector (Marbel, Kidapawan, Cotabato, 
and Dadiangas) gathered for 
prayer, reflection, and celebra-
tion last February 28 to March 
1, 2015, in General Santos.

The objectives of the gathering 
were as follows:

1. To reflect on the chal-
lenges of 2015 as the Year 
of Montagne of the Marist 
Institute and the Year of the 
Poor called for by the Philip-
pine Church.

2. To provide opportunity to pray 
and deepen reflections on the Sea-
son of Lent

3. To share updates on the life plan 
of the CMMF and propose plans for 
the 3-year preparation for the Marist 
Bicentenary.

4. To share one’s personal faith-nour-
ishing experiences and bond togeth-
er as a family, celebrating the gift of 
our being Marist.

During the gathering, two street chil-
dren, Noel and Michael, shared their 
moving experience of struggles for sur-
vival, of dependence on God's Prov-
idence, and hopes for a better life. 

They were the “face” of Montage 
of our time. Grateful for their 
presence and touched by their 
stories, the CMMF committed to 
support their education needs.

Some members visited St. Gem-
ma’s Orphanage where they in-
teracted with the neglected and 
abandoned children of young 
age. Gifts were shared with them 
and Marist presence as well.

The CMMF week-end gathering was 
significant for all. It was enriched by 
the support of our Brothers present for 
the occasion.

A large cyclone struck Vanuatu on Saturday. Brother Jean Marie Batick, supe-
rior of the District of Melanesia, has not been able to contact the Brothers 
until today, Thursday. They are all well and without any damages.

Philippines: Champagnat Movement gathers to pray, 
reflect, and celebrate!


