
Marist News
Marist Brothers - General House - Rome

April 9, 2015Year 7 - Number 366

366

InternatIonal GatherInG of MarIst 
Youth - lYon 2016
Combined Letter of the Superiors General 
of the Marist Family

General adMInIstratIon

After participating in the assembly of the province South Central Brazil, Brother Emili is in Cochabamba, with 15 
brothers of 9 administrative units that are preparing for their perpetual profession.

On April 7 and 8, Br Joe Mc Kee, Vicar General, accompanied the "livelihood" group in Manziana.
Br Michel De Waas, the general counsel, is participating in the "New Era" in Fiji, a program for district leaders of the 

Marist Pacific.
From April 8 to 10, Br Chris Wills, director of the secretariat of the international Marist collaboration, is participating in 

the encounter of the community leaders of the district of Asia in Cambodia.
From the 8th to the 14th, Br Javier Espinosa, director of the secretariat for the laity, is in Brazil taking part in the en-

counter of the network of Marist spirituality of the conference of the Americas.
Br Tony León, director of the secretariat of Brothers Today, and Alfredo Herrera Hermanos (Manziana), Joares de Sousa 

(El Escorial) and Ernesto Tendero (novitiate Seville) are participating in a workshop in Rome for those who form, promoted 
by the Vatican on the occasion for the Year of Consecrated Life. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Happy feast of the Resurrection of the Lord!

In 2013, World Youth Day took place in Rio de Ja-
neiro, where young people from the four branches of the 
Marist Family had the opportunity to meet and celebrate 
together. Throughout the week before that event, there 
was a space for dialogue among these young people, which 
led to a deeper knowledge of the charisms of the different 
branches. What we saw and lived in Rio with the young 
people has prompted us to support a similar encounter 
in 2016 because we know that, as Marist Family, we have 
greater strength and vitality when we work together. 

Today, we are inviting you to participate in the International 
Gathering of Marist Youth in Lyon in July 2016, which will 
culminate with the Bicentenary Celebration of the Pledge 
of Fourvière. (Cf. our letter of September 2014) The gathe-
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ring of Marist Youth will take place from the 17th to 23rd 
of July 2016, the week prior to the World Youth Day that 
will be held in Krakow, Poland.   

For some time now, an inter-congregational Marist Team 
composed of various committees has been enthusias-
tically organising the event to mark this important mo-
ment in our Marist history.  The objective is to share with 
young people between the ages of 18 and 30  the dream 
of Fourvière under the title ‘Dare to Dream’, inviting them 
to dream with the first group of young men who climbed 
the hill of Fourvière and who, gathered in prayer, commit-
ted themselves to founding  the Society of Mary. Inspired 
by this foundational Marist event, how can young people 
‘dream’ of living the Marist spirit in our world today?

The Team has already held two meetings in the Marist 
Brothers’ Provincial  House in Lyon and a subcommittee 
has worked on the programme for the event, a copy of 
which you will receive in due time. The members of the 
Logistics committee are looking at a suitable venue in 
Lyon and working out transport arrangements for the va-
rious events of the week. The committee at General Level 
is in the process of developing a preparatory catechetical 
programme which will be available Online by July 2015.

At a later date, you will receive from the Team all the 
necessary information on the venue, cost, materials and 
process for inscriptions, etc. 

“DARE TO DREAM”

Objectives:

•	 To facilitate a joy-filled in-
ternational and intercultural 
experience where, guided by 
the Marist spirit, young peo-
ple can come together as 
Marist family in friendship 
and solidarity.

•	 To develop an experience of 
Church as Community.

•	 To deepen Marist spirituality 
by contemplating the pro-
mise of Fourvière, the Foun-
ders/Foundress/Pioneers and the places of Marist 
origin, and to provide an experience of meeting and 
sharing life with Marists.

•	 To facilitate an experience in a Marist life project 
where there is openness for youth to explore the 
possibility of a vocation to Religious Life.

•	 To encourage the young people to deepen their re-
lationship with God through all of the above means.

Participants: Young men and women between the ages 
of 18 and 30 who have participated in the cateche-
sis throughout the period of preparation (September 
2015-July 2016). 

Each of you has an important role to play in the commu-
nication and facilitation of this experience, which we are 
dedicating to the heart of our mission: our young peo-
ple. We ask that you share this information with all your 

members and animate especially 
those who are responsible for 
the youth and vocation ministry 
in schools, colleges and paris-
hes. Help them to understand 
the importance of encouraging 
the young people with whom 
they work, and any others who 
may be interested, to participate 
in the 2016 International Marist 
Youth Gathering in Lyon. We are 
hopeful that, with your support 
and encouragement, there will 
be a good number of committed 
young people at this event.

United in Mary, our first and per-
petual superior

Brother Emili Turú FMS
Sr Georgeanne Donovan SMSM        
Sr Jane Frances O’Carroll SM
Fr John Hannan SM

General Superiors of the Congregations of the Marist 
Family - April 2015
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dIstrIct of West afrIca

Superior Speaks About Challenges, Re-election

The Marist District superior of 
West Africa, who was re-elected 
on March 24, said that pro-

moting vocations and accompanying 
new brothers are among the issues 
he is facing.

“The task of accompaniment and 
leadership is challenging,” said Br 
Francis Lukong, in an interview with 
the press office of the General House 
on March 27.

“Vocation promotion, accompani-
ment of young Brothers, ongoing 
formation and training of brothers 
in leadership roles are areas of con-
cern,” added the Marist Brother 

But the Cameroon-born is not dis-
couraged, underscoring “our district 
is young, this is our strength.”

Six countries – Cameroon, Chad, 
Ivory Coast, Ghana, Equatorial Gui-
nea, and Liberia – are all under his 
supervision.

He also revealed that the task of lea-
ding the district is far-reaching.

“We would love to take council mee-
tings round the various countries of 
the district but unfortunately time, 
distances, costs and visas are among 
some of our setbacks,” he stated.

Br Lukong was appointed as Dis-
trict Superior of West Africa in 2012 
and has been re-elected for another 
round of three years. A Marist district 
superior, as well as that of a provin-
ce, is elected for three years with the 
possibility of a re-election. Only in 
exceptional circumstances may he be 
appointed for a third term.

“The past three years as district lea-
der has been a great opportunity for 
me not only to serve the district and 
the brothers, but also to consolidate 
my Marist vocation as I got increa-
singly involved in the life and mission 
of the Brothers,” affirmed Br Lukong.

“It has been indeed a chance for me 
to start thinking beyond my country 
and look at new realities of our Marist 
way of life.”

Br Francis was informed of his re-
election by phone By the Province 
of Mediterránea and was asked if he 
accepted it.

“I did not say anything at that moment 
because his message was abrupt,” 
said Br Lukong. “After we had finished 
talking about other unrelated mat-
ters, I gave him an affirmative answer.” 
“I felt that, in spite of my shortco-
mings, the brothers still found me 
worthy to serve them as district lea

der,” he added. “I saw my re-election, 
first of all, as the will of God and, 
secondly, as a sign of trust of the 
brothers.”

During the next three years, he hopes 
to continue working with the district 
council, the brothers of the district 
and the Mediterranean province “for 
vitality and viability that is very much 
needed to move the district forward 
in promoting the Marist mission.”

“I will continue to work for the unity 
of the District by encouraging and 
empowering local superiors to bet-
ter animate the communities, and 
help Brothers maintain equilibrium in 
apostolic and community activities,” 
said Br Lukong. 

Puerto Rico: National Meeting of Fraternities of the MChFM

T he members of four fraternities of the Champagnat 
Movement of the Marist Family of Puerto Rico met at 

the Marist College of Guaynabo in February. The objec-
tives of the encounter were: to talk among fraternities 

about the life and path lived in community, to give a tes-
timony of the Mission Assembly of the Marist Institute, to 
make a stopover and consider future paths.
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neW horIzons

Authentic and Transformative Leadership for a New Africa

Br David Hall, Br John Kusi-Men-
sah, Br João Carlos do Prado, Br 
Mario Meuti (FMSI), Br Francis 

Fortune, Mary Wairia, Br Michel Ma-
miniaina, Br Bernard Oguta, Angela 
Petenzi (FMSI) and Gary Norton met 
at Roussel House in Nairobi, Kenya 
from 27 to 29 March 2015, to fina-
lize the programme for the work-
shop “New Horizons - Authentic and 
Transformative Leadership for a New 
Africa”, and organizational issues be-
fore implementation.

The goal of this workshop is to develop 
school leaders who will contribute to 
the realization of authentic and trans-
formative leadership in a new Africa.  
The framework of this programme 
includes six new horizons, or the-

mes, which focus on the purpose 
and relevance of Marist education in 
a modern world, as visioned by our 
founder, St Marcellin Champagnat, 
almost two hundred years ago. The 
first of three workshops will take 

place at Dimesse House in Nairobi, 
Kenya from 27 July to 8 August 
2015 (Madagascar & PACE). The 
other two workshops will take place 
from 18 to 30 April 2016 (Southern 
Africa), and from 8 to 20 August 
2016 (Nigeria & West Africa).  

We are hoping that this program, 
which was the initiative of the Afri-
can Mission Commission in 2008 in 
Zimbabwe and Madagascar in 2012, is 
well-supported by our Marist leaders 
in Africa and that they will be able 
to implement policies and procedu-
res, influenced by the unique Marist 
Charism, in their own schools which 
should benefit our educators and chil-
dren in Africa.

Regional Phase of the II International Marist 
Mission Assembly

The Preparatory Commission for 
the II AIMM suggested that, af-
ter the meeting in Nairobi, each 

region would organize during 2015, 
a regional meeting as an opportunity 
to communicate the proposals and 
ideas that arise from an experience on 
African soil.

Some of the regions have already 
organized it and have fixed a date. 
The Marists of Europe will meet in 
L’Hermitage from 13 to 16 April. The 
Arco Norte region will celebrate its 
meeting from 20 to 23 October in 
Guatemala. The Marist brothers of 

Australia will meet in Mittagong from 
20 to 23 August. Asia, who is yet to set 
a date, will also celebrate a regional 
meeting. Furthermore, other provinces 
are organizing themselves for provin-
cial activities: the District of Paraguay 
in May, and Cruz del Sur on two diffe-
rent dates of June.

The final documents of the Assembly 
is available on the Institute’s websi-
te at http://www.champagnat.org/000.
php?p=368.

The Provinces will receive in the near 
future the latest issue of FMS, dedica-

ted to AIMM II, with features, articles 
and testimonials from participants of 
the meeting in Nairobi.
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