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Superior General: ‘If
not you, who? If not
now, when?’
Brothers gather in
Australia to discuss
Oceania challenges
Forty-eight Brothers gathered in the
Marist College of Brisbane, Australia,
to address some of the challenges in
the region of Oceania.
From Jan.11 – 13, they discussed
topics titled: meaningful consecrated life, going to the edges, global
availability and internationality and
Marian Church.
Participants were Brothers under the
age of 60 from the Province of Australia, the District of Melanesia and
the District of the Pacific.
General Superior Brother Emili Turú
released a video message for the
encounter, in which he highlighted
important aspects of the African culture that correlate with fraternity.
“It is more important the belonging
to a group, than my own singular
person,” he states, in reference to
the Ubuntu culture. “It is the power
of ‘we’.”
“In our culture this is very prophetic, in fact the Vatican’s recent document on the religious vocation of
the Brother underlines very clearly
that fraternity is the DNA of our vocation,” he adds.
Br Emili also addresses the problem
of vocations appealing to Brothers
to help young people “to hear God’s

voice, to make silence, to accompany them in their discernment” adding that oftentimes they cannot hear
God’s call because “they are too
busy and preoccupied with many
things.”
Reflecting on the encounter of the
Brothers at Brisbane, he called it “a
wonderful moment, a moment of
grace in your history.”
“All of you are invited to go forward,” he says. “Remember, Brother,
if not you, who? If not now, when?”
For the full video message of Br
Emili, visit https://goo.gl/xZvFmC .
The gathering concluded with
dreaming and articulating some
very practical possibilities of a
more collaborative fraternity in the
region.
The ideas were presented to the
three leaders of the region who
accompanied the brothers during
these days: Br Jean Marie Batick
(Melanesia), Br Peter Carroll (Australia), Br David McDonald (Pacific).

www.champagnat.org

General Administration
Jan. 14 - 16: the General Councils of the four religious Marist
branches are in their traditional
annual gathering in Manziana,
Italy.
Jan. 11 - 14: the Arco Norte region met in Guadalajara, Mexico, to discuss the New Models
project. Br João Carlos and Luca
Olivari took part on behalf of the
general administration.
Br Michael Green returned to
the Australia province after two
months at the General House,
where he completed the third
volume of the Institute's history.
The first volume (Br André Lanfrey) will be published soon.
Br Marcelo De Brito will be in
Rome for a month working on Kosmos, the software dedicated to
the management of people and
houses related to the Institute.
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“Contigo200+”
5th Provincial Chapter of Mediterránea
and our mission with new elements
and with greater authenticity.”
Br Juan Carlos, in his keynote address, motivated the Brothers emphasizing the vital need to “be
movement.”
“One of the most difficult paths
to accomplish in our lives is going
from what I am used to doing and
how I’m used to doing to something
new.”
“Because it makes us move from
the commodity of what is familiar
to the insecurity of what we do not
control.”

The fifth Provincial Chapter of the
Mediterránea province took place
in Guardamar, Spain, from Jan. 2 – 5,
under the theme “Contigo200+”.

"
One of the most difficult
paths to accomplish in
our lives is going from
what I am used to doing
and how I’m used to doing
to something new, because it makes us move from
the commodity of what is
familiar to the insecurity
of what we do not control.

"

Superior General Brother Emili Turú,
Brother Ernesto Sánchez, one of the
General Council links with the Province, 36 Provincial Brothers and
West Africa District Superior Brother Francis Lukong participated.
Brother Juan Carlos Fuertes took
over as new Provincial, replacing Br.
Antonio Giménez de Bagües.
Brothers Francisco Javier Gragera
Fernández-Salguero, Juan Miguel
Anaya, Samuel Gómez Ñíguez, Damiano Forlani, Aureliano García
Manzanal and Marciano Guzmán
Moriana form the new Provincial
Council.

“However it is in that way that life
judges us, it is in that path where
life emerges.”
The province’s priorities for the next
three years were defined, with the
assistance of Br Ernesto Sánchez,
based on the reflections sent to the
capitularies for the Provincial Assembly held in December and the
capitulars' reflections.
The main places of action that were
discussed were defined as follows:
Brothers and communities, care for
people, mission and Marist vocational ministry.
The full chronicle of the chapter
and other detailed information is
available on the Province’s website:
http://www.maristasmediterranea.
com/ .

Br. Emili, who gave way to the new
provincial taking up possession,
spoke about the vocational situation
experienced by the Institute stressing
that the reality that is being proposed
is probably not attractive for young
people.
He motivated the capitularies saying, “We must express our being
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News in Brief
Arco norte

Gathered as a Family around Our Lady of
Fourvière
The Chapter of the Province Africa Centre East

The first regional meeting of the
Arco Norte region is taking place
these days in Guadalajara, Mexico.
Its aim is to develop an implementation plan of a Council of Regional Mission.

Br Basilio Rueda
On 13 January in Guadalajara,
Mexico, the conclusion of the diocesan phase of the cause of canonization of Br Basilio Rueda took
place in a celebration.
He was Superior General of the Institute from 1967 to 1985.
His cause is now being sent to the
Vatican.
One miracle through his intercession is required for his beatification.

The fifth Provincial Chapter of PACE
(Province of Africa Centre East)
gathered at the Roussel House in
Nairobi, Kenya, from 27 to 30 December 2015.
There were 25 Brother capitulants
from the five countries of the Province.
Brothers Emili Turú (S.G.) and Antonio Ramalho (G.C.) were also present.

Online Bulletins
• Canada - Province Canada,
Bulletin: Nouvelles en Brev Province Canada
• France - Province LHermitage
• Bulletin: Bulletin "Network"
L'Hermitage
• Spain - Province Mediterránea,
Bulletin: Hoja Informativa 225 Prov. Mediterránea
• Spain - Province Compostela
• Bulletin: Vida en Compostela
118
http://goo.gl/037o67
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The Chapter began in the chapel of
the house, asking the Holy Spirit to
guide the assembly.
Br Emili Turú reminded them about
the main tasks of what a Chapter
deals with, leaving aside any sort
of delegation, but rather to form a
group that, united, wants to look for
God’s will for the Province in the
coming years.
From there, the group went in procession to the Chapter Hall, holding the image of Our Lady of Fourvière and singing hymns on being a
Marist family.
Work started by listening to the
reports from Br Valentin Djawu,

as outgoing Provincial, and Br Teo
Grageda, as Provincial Econome,
giving accounts of the last three
years of the administration.
The Bureau of the Chapter was composed by: Br Théoneste Kalisa as
president; Brothers Albert Nzabonaliba and Christian Gisamonyo as
moderators; Brothers Teo Grageda
and Rémy Mbolipasiko as secretaries.
Br Valentin Djawu, outgoing Provincial, handed over to Br Théoneste
Kalisa, the new Provincial, different
symbols dealing with the important
position that the Province now has.
Br Théoneste Kalisa then addressed
the Chapter with his first speech,
specifically stressing the importance of religious life, unity of the
Province, and hope for the future.
The following three priorities were
chosen by unanimity, with some
lines of action:

Identity and Perseverance
To renew our consecrated life as
followers of Christ. To cherish one’s
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Marist World

Mexico: Closure of diocesan phase of
Br Basilio Rueda for canonization

Marist General Councils gathered in
Manziana - Italy

Australia: Marist Tertiary and Online
Committee

Lebanon: Ozaai Shelter, in Sidon (Saida)

Sri Lanka: On Jan. 2 Marists went to Our
Lady's shrine to re-commit

Cambodia: LaValla School

vocation and foster a spirit of belonging in terms of Membership and Ownership.
To review our recruitment procedures and formation process at all levels. (…)

Self-reliance and Accountability
Our Self-reliance and Accountability is first and foremost
geared at the Evangelizing mission. Christian, religious
and Marist values inform our method of work and criteria
of recruitment of our personnel.

There was a personal time of silence to reflect and discern, before voting. The following brothers were elected
as councillors: Venceslas Baindekeli, Emile Motanda, Antoine Kazindu, Erick Silali and Valerian Kalendero.

Two Brothers Make Vows on
Institute’s 199th anniversary

To establish clear Financial Strategies of the Province. Reporting and follow up. (…)

Leadership
The Marist religious leadership is a service, at the image
of the servant Christ and in His name. Draw the profile
and identify the people that are capable of help the Province to carry on the challenge in the leadership.
Promote the sense of cohesion and communication within the Provincial Council and in the communities. (…)
Before the election of the Provincial Councillors, the capitulants spent time to list the qualities of those who
could help Brother Théoneste Kalisa.

Two Brothers made their religious professions in Bolivia
on Jan. 2.
It was the same day the Institute celebrated its 199th an-
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niversary since its founding.
Provincial Brother Saturnino Alonso
received the vows of Brothers Óscar Chávez Viruez and Gadiel López
Poiquí, both Bolivians of San José de
Chiquitos, on behalf of the general
superior.
Br Óscar pronounced his first reli-

gious vows while Br Gadiel made
his perpetual profession.
The celebration took place in Santa
Cruz de la Sierra. All Marist communities of Bolivia and their animators
participated as well as the families
of the Brothers.

Laity in the First Provincial
Brasil Sul-Amazônia
sentatives of different sectors

chapter of
reprecontribute

Laity, collaborators and young people had a strong presence during a historic moment: the installation and the
first Chapter of the Marist Province Brasil Sul-Amazônia.

The Provincial Chapter took place in
Veranópolis from Dec. 7 – 11 taking
a look at issues which are important
to the institution, including setting
the priorities for the next three
years (2016-2018).
Ten representatives of various sectors were invited to contribute, discern and reflect alongside the capitulants,
Around the tables, forming small
communities alongside the Brothers,
the invited laity shared their experiences, concerns and expectations of
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Deceased Brothers
30/12/2015: Virgilius Carroll
Province Australia - Australia
26/12/2015: José Feix. Province Brasil Sul-Amazônia - Brazil,
Viamão
24/12/2015: Pablo Mariscal
Mariscal. Province Compostela Spain, Oviedo
21/12/2015: Carmelo Benito
Benito. Province Compostela Spain, Vigo
17/12/2015: Jacques Brouxel.
Province LHermitage - France,
Saint Genis Laval

the coming years.
This further enriched the discussions for the new beginning of the
Marist presence in the Amazon, the
Federal District and Rio Grande do
Sul, the three regions that make the
Province, born from the union of Rio
Grande do Sul Province and the Amazon District.

06/12/2015: Julián Pérez Mayor
Province Mediterránea - Spain,
Sanlúcar la Mayor

In the assembly programme, an afternoon was devoted specifically to the
meeting between the laity, collaborators and youth.
Together, they shared their experiences in emotional reports.

Gratitude and joy were words that
were repeated in every speech, in
an atmosphere of communion and
fraternity that took the group into
consideration.

30/11/2015: Tarsilio Gutiérrez
Prado. Province LHermitage Spain, Avellanes
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courage the vocation of the Brother.
The Ibérica province has 15,600 students, 974 teachers and evangelisers,
and 344 volunteer animators.
The commission of Marist laity also
walks along these lines, betting strongly on key vocational training processes
and encounter with God.
On Dec. 29, participants set the priorities for the following term, which are:

Ibérica province holds its fifth chapter
“Passionate for the mission”
The Ibérica province held its fifth chapter from Dec. 26 – 30 in the town of Lardero in northern Spain with 37 Brothers
and 10 laity.
“It would be good that the 47 people
who are here would return home with
the conviction of realizing in your life
what you have lived here,” said general councillor Brother Ernesto Sánchez,
who was among the participants.

projects and future challenges.
Regarding the brothers, accompanying
community and personal processes was
highlighted, considering the age of the
brothers, as well as processes related to
retirement and to the mission of evangelizing.
In addition, the chapter called for further efforts to support and strongly en-

• To promote and support the Marist
vocation and lay consecrated in all its
stages and expressions caring personal and community processes.
• To intensify communion between brothers and laity and the search for new
community realities that vitalize and
make the Marist charism visible.
• To strengthen the charismatic dimension and innovative educational processes in the works.
• To prioritize care and service to the
Montagne of today when evangelising.
The chapter ended on Dec. 30 during
which the following Brothers were chosen as provincial councillors: Alfonso
Fernández, Samuel Holguín, Alejandro
Mena, Iñaki Ruiz, Abel Muñoz and Ernesto Tendero. See more in http://www.
maristasiberica.es.

Brother Moisés Alonso Pérez took over
as the new provincial replacing Brother
Ambrosio Alonso Díez, who had served
since 2009.
On the second day of the chapter, participants analysed the situation of the
Province, starting with the report of the
Provincial Council, who showed a summary of its work of the last three years.
On the third day, the commissions of
consecrated life and Marist laity presented two reports which focused on

Institute of the Marist Brothers - General House

Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Our site: http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube channel:
https://ww.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

Follow us:
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnaten
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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