
Marist Brothers - General House - Rome426

www.champagnat.org

Year IX - Number 426 | 27 May 2016

Marist News

The firsT Two formaTion weeks of La VaLLa 200>  
inTernaTionaL CommuniTies for a new Beginning

generaL adminisTraTion

From May 24 to 28, Superior Gen-
eral Brother Emili Turú, is partici-
pating in the first annual meeting of 
the Union of Major Superiors, held 
at the Salesian Pontifical University 
in Rome.

From May 23 to 25, Brothers Anto-
nio Ramalho and Ernesto Sánchez 
participated in the Assembly of the 
Marist European Conference held 
in Lisbon, Portugal.

 After the reception in Rome at the 
General House, the participants of 
the program Lavalla200> traveled 
on Friday 6 May to the small village 
of San Martino a Monte situated in 

Tuscany, near the Benedictine Mon-
astery of Camaldoli.

In San Martino a Monte, the group 
was divided into five fraternities. 

Each fraternity is a mix of brothers 
and lay Marists, sharing all aspects 

From 25 to 27 May, Brother 
Tony Leon, offered lectures to 
participants of the Horizons 
programme held in English in 
Manziana.

From 23 to 28 May, Brother 
Emili and brothers Eugène Ka-
banguka and Víctor Preciado 
are making the canonical visit 
to the Community of the Gen-
eral Administration.

of life including prayer, meals and 
house chores.

In addition to life in the fraternities, 
the formation program includes 
a series of workshops focused on 
personal development and rela-
tionships -  essential tools for the 
development of new communities.

The first workshop was conducted 
by Luis Serra (L'Hermitage) on the 
Enneagram. 

This was followed and compliment-
ed by  a workshop on non-violent 
communication in a cross-cultur-
al environment by Louise Evans 
(http://www.global-business-lead-
ers.com/solutions/5-chairs-frame-
work/) .

Apart from the program, the com-
munity is also taking time to cele-
brate the various cultural groups 
gathered. On Sunday, the South 
America region - Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Peru, Paraguay, Uru-
guay - presented the cultural as-
pects of each country and also the 
organization of each Province in 
this region of the Institute.

We are all grateful for the transla-
tion of Brother Teófilo Minga, from 
Portugal during these day.

First week of formation 
in Camaldoli

Second week: New keys

In this second week (16-22 May) in 
Monte San Martino, we experienced 
two workshops. 

https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.global-business-leaders.com/solutions/5-chairs-framework/
http://www.global-business-leaders.com/solutions/5-chairs-framework/
http://www.global-business-leaders.com/solutions/5-chairs-framework/
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The first half of the week was led 
by Enrique Martinez Lozano in 
transpersonal theory and the dual 
model of cognition for a re-reading 
of spirituality. 

In the second half, we were joined 
by Pep Buetas (co-director of the 
Secretariat of the Laity) and Ana Sar-
rate (former co-director of the Sec-
retariat of the Laity and Coordinator 
of the Commission of Marist Laity of 
the Iberian Province), inviting us to 
gather around the same table.

Spirituality allows us to correctly 
answer the crucial question: "Who 
am I?" 

If the whole is non-separate, but the 
way of wisdom, as we read in the 
temple of Delphi: "Man, know thy-
self yourself and know the universe 
and the gods." 

To access our true identity - the 
dimension that is the source of 
the human being and what we call 
"spirituality" - we need to quiet our 
minds and train ourselves in Silence 
to be able to taste it. 

This requires meditation, to learn to 
distance ourselves from the mind, 
and silence to become aware of 
what we are.
Spirituality is the knowledge that 

To access our true 
identity (...), we 

need to quiet our 

minds and train in 
Silence to be able 

to taste it. 

"

"

brings us into the territory (which is 
Fullness) and a paradoxically beau-
tiful way is our true identity.

"If you could stand still and stop 
running from one place to another 
in search of God, you would find it 
and you would see that it is in your-
self." 

In this way we realise that we are in 
God.

Our life story can be lived as salva-
tion history. 

God will always say something new 
and personal: these moments are 
"flashes" of God’s presence among 
us. 

In this story, at some point, we come 
to embrace a style of living the love 
of God, which is the style of Mary 
that we inherited from Champagnat. 

It is part of the story of our life that 
has been woven from experience, 
encounter and people.

Something is happening, something 
is moving in our Marist history. 

It is an invitation to rediscover and 
unite synergies and steps to rec-
ognise and experience diversity, to 
put colour in life, to allow ourselves 
to feel the music, to dance to a new 
beat: this is the moment of a new re-
lationship that we call communion.

We are taking the opportunity to 
further the implications of our own 
vocations, to recover the wealth of 
experience of those who speak of 
interpersonal relationships, con-
necting with life and family expe-
rience, to hear the female perspec-
tive, to enjoy life in fraternity, to be 
generous in our service, disciple-
ship and a life in and out of interi-
ority.

We must continue to take care of 
these days of dialogue, listening, 
contemplation; We stress the need 
to live in authenticity and voca-
tion depth (life project); We want 
to get rid of attitudes, gestures and 
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First proFessioNs iN taMoNtaka

i have loved you aNd you are MiNe

The Marist Brothers of southeast-
ern Australia met in Brunswick on 
May 20 to celebrate one of the two 
forums planned for 2016. Brother 
Neville Solomon introduced the 
subject of theology of Mercy and 
the Provincial, Brother Peter Car-
rol, offered participants a vision of 
the Marist Association.

ForuM oF australia

news in Brief

Marists iN Chile

In these last two months, a phase 
of the formation programme of 
Marist teachers of Chile was com-
pleted, under the theme "from 
a teacher to a Marist educator." 
It is a two-year programme, with 
emphasis on human-vocational, 
pedagogy and the Christian and 
Marist charismatic path.

This weekend, the Youth Ministry 
of the United States promotes the 
Marist Youth Encounter. Young 
people from different schools 
around the country as well as from 
Canada and Mexico are taking 
part. The theme is "Let Me Dream", 
an invitation to dream as the first 
Marists did.

youth oF  
North aMeriCa

The Interprovincial Team of the 
administrative units with presence 
in Spain held a meeting on May 17 
and 18 in Xaudaró, Madrid. During 
the meeting, the theme and activ-
ities promoted by the Conference 
for the next academic year 2016-
2017 was chosen.

Marist spaNish
CoNFereNCe

Four young men chose the theme 
“I have loved you and you are mine 
(Jeremiah 31:3)” for their first pro-
fession of vows on May 20.

The celebration took place at the 
Immaculate Conception Novitiate, 
Tamontaka, in the city of Maguin-
danao, in the Philippines.

After two years of novitiate forma-
tion under the guidance of their 
Novice Master, Brother Lindley 
Sionosa, they made the decision 
to commit themselves to live the 

thoughts that do not help build 
community; we learn to contem-
plate and celebrate life; leadership 
should be shared and lived in a 
horizontal manner; we are invited 
to be present in contexts where we 
are and move, with a style of Mary. 
Together, men and women are 

called and recognise ourselves in 
communion, with our beautiful and 
sacred stories intertwined.

Around Champagnat who celebrat-
ed his birthday, we feel blessed 
to share the Marist charism today 
without borders, with one Spirit.

Marist Brothers' way of life.
Brother Robert Teoh, Provincial of 
East Asia, accepted their vows in a 
Eucharistic Celebration presided 
over by Father Antonio Pueyo, DCC 
and with Father Danilo Sergio, OMI 
as homilist.  
The newly professed brothers are:  
Zypper S. Española (General San-
tos City, Diocese of Marbel), Engel 
Freed S. Java (Midyasap, Archdio-
cese of Cotabato), Karl Angelo J. 
Labio (Midsayap, Archdiocese of 
Cotabato), Radny M. Tio (Zamboan-
ga Sibugay, Diocese of Ipil).
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marisT worLd

Brazil: Marist School 
in Palmas

Philippines: Marist Mission in the East 
Asia Province — Koronadal

Portugal: Meeting of the European 
Marist Conference in Lisbon

ColoMbia: perpetual proFessioN  
oF brother JuaN pablo Gaviria ChiNdoy

radiCally FollowiNG MarCelliN ChaMpaGNat

Brother Juan Pablo Gaviria Chindoy 
made his perpetual profession within 
the Institute on May 14 in the Ibagué 
community in Tolima, Colombia.

Fathers Arturo Patiño and Diego Ru-
biano, chaplains of the Champagnat 
School, presided the celebration 

Several brothers of the Norandina 
Province as well as friends and fam-
ily of Br Juan Pablo took part in the 
event.

Br Juan Pablo was born in 1983, and 
he became an aspirant in Pasto be-
fore completing his postulancy in 
Manizales.

He entered the La Valla novitiate in 
Medellin, Colombia, in 2007 and the 

Spain: “Horizons” programme 
in El Escorial

Italy: “Horizons” programme 
in Manziana

Mexico: Celebration with children 
from the Mission of Guadalupe

following year made his first profes-
sion. He is currently carrying out his 

apostolate in the Santo Domingo 
community in Medellin, Colombia.



Marist News 426

5 27 May 2016

Marist studeNt leadership proGraMMe is lauNChed

proviNCe oF west CeNtral europe

The Marist Student Leadership Programme has recently been 
launched in Irish Marist Schools by Marist Education West 
Central Europe. 

This exciting new programme encourages young people to 
develop their leadership skills in order to support fellow stu-
dents and to benefit the wider community. 

Opportunities to develop these qualities are provided 
through a range of learning experiences, both in everyday 
school life and in targeted leadership initiatives encouraging 
students to build their own sense of themselves as leaders 
keeping Marist values central. 

Marist Student Leadership looks to Marcellin Champagant as 
a model who embraced these values in his life. 

The three Irish Marist schools involved are Moyle Park Col-
lege, Marian College Dublin and Marist College Athlone. Each 
school has a Marist Core Team to support the programme and 

two Marist Coordinators from staff to facilitate the student 
leaders in their leadership activities. 

After high demand from senior students in each school, stu-
dent leaders were chosen through an application system.  
The students have completed an initial training in May and 
will meet as a complete group to begin their leadership du-
ties in September. 

The Marist Student leadership Programme is led by Aisling 
Demaison of Marist Education and all leadership trainings are 
supported by the Kinharvie Institute.

The programme seeks to empower these young people to 
lead with Marist values.  Click here to see some pictures from 
the initial training day

If you would like to know more about this programme or 
would like your school to become involved contact a.demai-
son@maristeu.org or visit www.maristeu.com.

méxiCo CenTraL: ProVinCiaL assemBLy of young marisTs

The Province of México Central held its third provincial 
assembly of young Marists on May 14 and 15.

The gathering represented the harvest of the conclu-
sions that each educational community identified in 
the Dare to Dream process experienced locally during 
the past four months. 

During the assembly, participants had the opportunity 
to analyze the reality and the life in Mexico and in Latin 

http://www.maristeu.com


Marist News 426

6

Institute of the Marist Brothers - General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it

27 May 2016

Our website: http://www.champagnat.org
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America, identifying those situations that lack life and 
hope.

We had the opportunity to join hands with the Centro 
de Apoyo Marista al Migrante (Centre for Marist Migrant 
Support), or the CAMMI, helping in the breakfast served 
to migrant brothers and sisters and people in general 
who are homeless.

Each educational community shared the voices that 
were heard in the process and what had been learned 

– discoveries and innovations that young people can 
bring to the Marist Mission today.

Shortly before the assembly’s conclusion, the youths ar-
ticulated these beliefs to create a message that will be 
shared with the Province of México Central.

The gathering concluded with a celebration and the 
sending of the delegates of the Province who will take 
part in the encounters in Lyon, France and Krakow, Po-
land.

barCeloNa: 3,000 Gather For Marist pilGriMaGe 

oN the top oF MoNtserrat MouNtaiN

Around 3,000 people gathered for the yearly Marist pilgrim-
age from May 7 – 8 on Montserrat, a mountain located near 
the city of Barcelona, Spain.

“The environment was extraordinary and there was a clear de-
sire to express Marist values,” remarked some of the pilgrims.
In a press release, the province of Hermitage affirmed “this 
year, the number of participants has been the highest in re-
cent times and has exceeded all expectations.” 

Pilgrims representing the Maristes Sants - Les Corts School 
had double the participants it did last year. Participants in-
cluded students, teachers, families, scouts and instructors 
of youth movements belonging to all Marist schools of the 
Spanish region of Catalonia. The pilgrims began their journey 
to the mountain on the evening of May 7 departing from dif-
ferent villages including Vecarisses, Terrassa, Rubí, Badalona,   
Barcelona,   Monistrol, Collbató and Igualada.   

Younger students rested for a few hours in the Monistrol sports 
center and in the hostel Abad Garriga, located on Montserrat.
While participants received hot chocolate at the top of the 
mountain upon their arrival during the night, others arrived by 
car to take part in the morning Sunday Mass.

According to the Hermitage province, “it is an event that ena-
bles people linked to all Marist realities of Catalonia to unite 
in one direction and in the same space.”

“This year, it has a special sense, since it is a step on the way 
to the Marist bicentenary, which will take place on 2 January 
2017,” it added.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/

