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Marist News

XXII General Chapter: letter ConCernInG the pre-Chapter proCess

General admInIstratIon

On Monday, the General Council began its plenary ses-
sion, which will end at the end of March. Various topics 
will be addressed, especially those related to the Gen-
eral Chapter. From Jan. 19 to 21 the council community 
will be in Rocca di Papa to experience a phase of the 
Pre-Chapter Process.

On Monday, FMSI officially welcomed its new director, 
Marzia Sinigaglia, and Br. Álvaro Sepúlveda, who works 
in the area of children's rights.

Br Chris Wills was in the United States last week to ac-
company the international community of East Harlem 
(Arco Norte Region), of the Lavalla200> Project.

The Preparatory Commission of the XXII General Chapter has written a letter to all the Marists of Champagnat, Brothers 
and Laity, from your administrative unit who have already begun the preparation process or will start it soon.

Dear Marists of Champagnat,

Greetings from Rome! We are keen to touch base once 
again about the preparations for the General Chapter.

We are most appreciative of the feedback the Provin-
cials and leaders have communicated to us about the 
Pre-Chapter process that has occurred to this point in 
time in your region. This has been most helpful to the 
Preparatory Commission at its December meeting.

It is heartening to hear the news about the creativity 
and diversity of approaches that have been adopted as 
people have engaged in the first phase of the process. 
Some administrative units have appointed individuals or 
teams to co-ordinate the process, some have taken the 
three conversations in the first phase over one day en-
gaging brothers, lay people and young Marists, just to 
name a few.

We are aware that in some parts of the world the pro-
cess is yet to begin due to the timing at the conclusion 

of the year. Nevertheless, the plans we have heard about 
for early next year are equally exciting. The integrity of 
the Pre-Chapter design is more important than the time-
frames in which it occurs.

It is encouraging to hear about the engagement of all 
Marists. From our perspective, full engagement of the 
Marist world in the process is most important. The foun-
dations we are laying in the lead up to the Chapter are 
designed to be representative of the whole Marist world. 
In preparation for the discernment which will occur dur-
ing the Chapter itself it is essential that we have a grasp 
of the realities of people’s lives and experience across 
the world in which we have our mission. Without this 
foundation, our discernment will surely be limited and 
not adequately respond to the present needs of young 
people.

In this light, the 2nd Phase of the Pre-Chapter process 
involving the immersion experience is even more signif-
icant. We have shaped a Chapter design which is articu-
lated around a re- discovery of our world. This rediscov-
ery will provide indications as we co-create the future. 
We would like to re-cap the purpose of this key phase. 
What is this phase really about?

https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.champagnat.org/203.php
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We are encouraging contemplative 
dialogue. This involves sharing and 

active listening to each other and to 

those we encounter while being aware 

of the interior movements that we are 

experiencing.

"

"

• It aims to have all Marists experience a small portion 
of the world around us to which we would not nor-
mally connect.

• It encourages us to go to the peripheries in our lo-
cal context so that we can enter new territories in 
our own awareness, which could impact the Chapter, 
and indeed, the whole Marist world as it receives the 
fruit of the Chapter.

• It will enable us to see with new eyes and open heart 
and mind the new realities which are shaping our 
world.

In the first instance, we strongly encourage Marists to 
personally go out to these places. However, we are con-
scious that this may not be possible for some Marists be-
cause of age, health or circumstance. We would suggest, 

for example, that you have a guest speaker come to your 
community to expose those present to a new reality or 
undertake some research or conversations with different 
people. There are many possibilities for this.

You will note that throughout the process we are inviting 
Marists to take a contemplative approach to the phases 
of these Pre-Chapter explorations. As was explained in 
the pre- Chapter process, we are encouraging contem-
plative dialogue. This involves sharing and active listen-

ing to each other and to those we encounter while being 
aware of the interior movements that we are experienc-
ing. It is a ‘heart space’ we are inviting people to enter 
rather than a ‘head space’. In short, it requires us to be 
present to ourselves, each other and the world around 
us without rushing to conclusions or solutions.

We believe that adopting a methodology and stance 
which is genuinely contemplative and developing a new 
awareness of the world around us are the hinges upon 
which the Chapter hangs. In this way, we will be mod-
eling ourselves on Marcellin’s contemplative stance to-
wards life and capacity to see the emerging needs of the 
young people of his day. We hope that this is the path-
way to a new beginning, the building of a New Lavalla.

Again, thank you for the creative engagement that has 
begun on this journey to the 22nd General Chapter and 
we encourage you to embrace the rest of the process 
with the same passion and enthusiasm.

Please feel free to contact any member of the Preparato-
ry Commission for further clarification.

With blessings,
The Preparatory Commission for the General Chapter

ParticiPaNts iN the 22Nd GeNeral chaPter

In the 22nd General Chapter that will take place in Sep-
tember 2017, there will be a total of 79 capitulants – 32 
by right and 47 by election. Members by right include 
the Brother Superior General, the former Brother Superi-
or General, the Brother Vicar General and the Councillors 
General who are in office at the time the Chapter opens, 
and the Brothers Provincial (C 140.1 y 140.2).

As a specific way of respecting the principle of representa-
tion, the number of elected delegates will be 15 more 
than the number of those who are members by right. In his 
last letter to provincials, Superior General Brother Emili 
announced the complete list of participants that will at-
tend the 22nd General Chapter in Colombia. Below is the 
list, in the order of the administrative units.
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         PROVINCES BROTHERS
2016

CAPITULANTS
                   

TOTAL

1
       CENTRAL EAST AFRICA

    
84 KALISA, Théoneste; BAINDEKELI, Venceslas 2

2
        WEST AFRICA    75 GANDEEBO, Cyprian Bankakuu; 

LUKONG YUFENYUY, Francis
2

3
       AMÉRICA CENTRAL 93 GUTIÉRREZ BLANCO, Luis Carlos; 

PÉREZ GÓMEZ, Hipólito
2

4
       AUSTRALIA 217

CARROLL, Peter; McDONALD, Ken; GREEN, Michael; 
BURGE, Darren 4

5
       BRASIL CENTRO-NORTE 107 JOSÉ DE LIMA, Ataíde; BATISTA AMARAL, Adalberto 2

6
        BRASIL CENTRO-SUL 99 SPERANDIO, Joaquim; DO PRADO, João Carlos 2

7        BRASIL 
       SUL-AMAZÔNIA

134 ETGES, Inacio; FISCHER, Deivis Alexandre; 
FERRARINI, Sebastião Antonio

3

8        CANADA 113 BACHAND, Gérard; ROY, Richard; BEAUDIN, Bernard 3

9  
      COMPOSTELA 194

BRIONGOS RICA, Tomás; MARTÍN VICARIO, Óscar;
LEAL das NEVES, António; BLANCO MORÁN, Máximo 4

10
      CRUZ DEL SUR 104 APARICIO, Alberto; SCHÖNFELD HERGENREDER, Raúl 2

11
  DISTRICT OF 
  MELANESIA

25 BATICK, Jean Marie 1

12
     DISTRICT OF THE PACIFIC 79 McDONALD, David; HAZELMAN, John 2

13       EAST ASIA 110 TEOH, Robert; SIONOSA, Lindley; LEE, Domingo 3

14
    

 WEST CENTRAL EUROPE 111 GEARY, Brendan; THUNUS, Robert; DE HAAN, Gerard 3

15
     IBÉRICA 155 ALONSO PÉREZ, Moisés; HOLGUÍN DÍEZ, Samuel; 

MUÑOZ GUTIÉRREZ, José Abel
3

16
L’HERMITAGE 279

FERRÉ JODRA, Pere; VILLA-REAL TAPIAS, Gabriel;
BARCELÓ MASET, Xavier; BERQUET, Maurice; PARÉS 
CASELLAS, Jaume; MOREL, Michel

6

17
MADAGASCAR 60 RAMANDIMBIARISOA, Sylvain; 

RAZAFIMANDIMBY, M. Michel

2
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18 DISTRICT OF ASIA 35 CASTRO LEÑERO, Juan 1

19 MEDITERRÁNEA 181
FUERTES MARÍ, Juan Carlos; ANAYA TORRES, Juan 
Miguel; JORQUES BRU, Manuel; GARCÍA MANZANAL, 
Aureliano

4

20 MÉXICO CENTRAL 85 SÁNCHEZ BRAVO, José; GONZÁLEZ RUIZ, Luis Felipe 2

21 MÉXICO OCCIDENTAL 126
SANTOS VILLARREAL, Miguel Ángel; RODRÍGUEZ 
SANTANA, Luis Enrique; HERNÁNDEZ MARTÍN, J. de 
Jesús

3

22 NIGERIA 102 EZETULUGO, Joaquim; UDEAJAH, Joseph 2

23 NORANDINA 113
ROJAS CARVAJAL, César; ROJAS CARVAJAL, Carlos 
Alberto; ANTÓN CAMPO, Diego 3

24 SANTA MARÍA DE LOS 
ANDES

89 ALONSO ORTEGA, Saturnino; PINO MEDINA, Patricio 2

25 SOUTH ASIA 58 PERERA, Mervin; KUMAR, Raja 2

26
SOUTHERN AFRICA

102 MWILA, Norbert; KASAMBWE, Evaristus Eddie 2

27 UNITED STATES 141
McNAMARA, Patrick; CONSIGLI, Ben; 
O’RIORDAN Dan 3

GENERAL
ADMINISTRATION 

TURÚ ROFES, Emili; RAMALHO, Antonio; KABAN-
GUKA, Eugène; McKEE, Joseph; SOTERAS PONS, 
Josep Maria; SÁNCHEZ BARBA, Ernesto PRECIADO 
RAMÍREZ, Víctor Manuel; DE WAAS, Michael; SAM-
MON, Seán

9

TOTAL 3.071 79

world day of MiGraNts aNd refuGees  

coMMuNity lavalla200> of siracusa, italy

World Day of Migrants and Refugees is celebrated on Jan. 15 and for this occasion, Pope Francis has written a message 
titled: Child Migrants, the Vulnerable and the Voiceless. The Marist community “Lavalla200>” of Syracuse proposes a 
comment relating to his text.

“I feel compelled to draw attention to 
the reality of child migrants, especially 
the ones who are alone,” writes Pope 
Francis. “In doing so I ask everyone to 
take care of the young, who in a three-
fold way are defenseless: they are chil-
dren, they are foreigners, and they have 
no means to protect themselves. I ask 
everyone to help those who, for various 
reasons, are forced to live far from their 
homeland and are separated from their 
families.”

Muhammad is not a child. He said he 
was 17, like everyone else does when 
they arrive, but he is actually 22. He is 
huddled in a corner of the room and it 
does not take much to realise the sad-

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20160908_world-migrants-day-2017.html
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The European child protection 
team met on January 9 in Paris 
to unify actions to be undertak-
en in the short and long term 
across the different realities of 
Europe. The team is made up of 
delegates from the five Provinc-
es and a representative of the 
Spanish Marist Conference.

child ProtectioN teaM

news In BrIef

Brasil ceNtro-sul

For 30 years, the Province has 
been organizing the "Solidary 
Mission", an opportunity for 
young people to be in solidarity. 
This year, for 6 days, about 500 
young people will be in five cit-
ies in central and southern Bra-
zil: São José and Cordillera Alta 
(Santa Catarina); Almirante Ta-
mandaré and Londrina (Paraná); 
And São Paulo.

On January 10, a team of about 
one hundred and fifty people 
began work on two new Marist 
colleges in the Bosa region of 
Colombia: Champagnat "Los 
Naranjos" and Champagnat "La 
Esperanza".

NoraNdiNa

From January 20 to 22, the 
Marist community of New Zea-
land will make a pilgrimage to 
Hokianga, where the first broth-
ers arrived in the country, sent 
by Saint Marcellin Champagnat 
in 1838.

Pacific district

ness that dwells within him.
In his culture, a man cannot afford to cry, 
yet when you take him under your arms 
and press him tight, you can see that lit-
tle tear through dark skin that makes it 
all the brighter, and he tells you how he 
has had to leave everything and every-
one in the hope of a better future that 
he now fails to catch a glimpse of.

He has left behind: family, work, culture, 
language ... and now he realises first-
hand how difficult it really is to live in 
that Italy that everyone depicted as an 
earthly paradise. He feels alone more 
than ever.

“Not only does this concern those look-
ing for dignified work or better living 
conditions, but also men and women, 
the elderly and children, who are forced 
to leave their homes in the hope of 
finding safety, peace and security (…),” 
the Pope continues. “It is not unusual 
for them to be arrested, and (…) they 
can be incarcerated for long periods, 
exposed to various kinds of abuse and 
violence.”

Elmadani (he has also claimed to be 
17) is not afraid of telling how soldiers 
would once a week come to his village 
to raid everything and rape women. He 
has always managed to hide, but when 
the raids became more frequent those 
at home encouraged him to escape, to 
run away. But the path that would bring 
him to safety turned into a gruesome 
odyssey. He saw friends die at his side, 
was forced to steal and prostitute him-
self, did several months in prison along-

side criminals, got on the boat of salva-
tion and arrived in Italy.

Elmadani is a good boy. He has learned 
Italian well. During these days, he will 
receive a residence permit and hopes 
to find a job to help his family. We still 
cannot conclude as the beautiful fairy 
tales of the past once ended, but suc-
cess stories like his are unfortunately 
not frequent.

"In many areas of the world, reading, 
writing and the most basic arithmetic is 
still the privilege of only a few,” reads 
the Pope’s message. “All children, fur-
thermore, have the right to recreation; 
in a word, they have the right to be chil-
dren."

Samir has just turned 18 officially, but 
he will admit to you that he is 23. There 
are no schools in his country and as a 
child he followed his father's work in 
the fields that were never able to pro-
vide the family with enough food.

Misery is the norm for everyone and 
leaving home and leaving home meant 
one mouth less to feed and, in the fu-
ture, a possible help for the family. He 
has been in Italy for more than a year. 
He can neither read nor write but man-
ages to make himself understood. 

We tried to convince him to learn to 
read and write, and for a while we 
thought to have succeeded: writing 
the letters of the alphabet for the first 
time... 23 years old, no documents, no 
prospect of work, with the danger of 

Gabriel, Mario, Michael and Onorino 
from the “Lavalla200>” Marist community of Syracuse, Italy
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Our website: http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

Follow us:
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

marIst world

Kenya: CSAC initial formation 
workshop in Nairobi

Canada: Meeting preparing 
the General Chapter

South Africa: Brothers and Lay in 
Johannesburg after a special bicentenary

being deported... When I meet him and I speak with him, he 
smiles at me and tells me: “dad you understand me!”. Yes, I 
understand, I'm at his side, but I realise that this is not enough 
and that the future for him will not include all of the colours 
of the rainbow.

“Their precarious situation deprives them of documentation, 
hiding them from the world’s eyes (…). In this way, migrant 
children easily end up at the lowest levels of human degra-
dation, where illegality and violence destroy the future of too 
many innocents, while the network of child abuse is difficult 
to break up.”

And I think of 13-year-old Abdul who is hospitalised. He can-
not communicate in any language we speak: he only knows 
the dialect of his tribe. I visited him a few times, but I assure 
you that it is hard to be with him and invent something that 
could interest him.

But Abdul is fortunate because he is male and he is alive! 
Until just a few days ago, he did not exist. It was only after 

disembarking that he got a name and an age. How many chil-
dren like him have vanished because someone needed their 
organs... How many girls were forced into prostitution...

I look at him and he smiles at me and I ask myself how the 
human heart can become so insensitive to the point of taking 
someone’s life away for one’s own interests. And to say that 
we all thought that Cain was character of the Old Testament!

“Lastly, I wish to address a word to you, who walk alongside 
migrant children and young people: they need your precious 
help (…),” the Pope concludes. “Do not tire of courageously 
living the Gospel, which calls you to recognize and welcome 
the Lord Jesus among the smallest and most vulnerable.”

In Syracuse, we are just getting started and we have chosen 
to walk next to underage, vulnerable and voiceless boys. We 
are at the beginning and what we do is really just a water drop 
in a big ocean, but we like to add that which Mother Teresa 
was fond of repeating: without us, “the ocean would be less 
because of that missing drop.”

General House: The plenary session 
of the General Council begins

Lebanon: Fratelli Project 
in Rmeileh

Portugal: Marists from Lisbon 
receive Syrian refugees

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
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