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General administration

During this last week’s plenary session, the general 
council is taking several decisions and agreements in 
principle. It is participating in the meeting of provincial 
and district economes in the general house.

On Monday, March 27, the international council for eco-
nomic affairs met at the General House, with the par-
ticipation of Brother Libardo Garzón, econome general.

From March 28 – 31, the economes of the administra-
tive units is gathering under the coordination of the 
econome general, Br Libardo. The directors of the sec-
retariat of mission are taking part, as well as the general 
council.

From March 31 – April 2, general councillor Brother Er-
nesto Sánchez and Brother Tony Leon, director of the 
Brothers Today Secretariat is will participate in an en-
counter or young Marists in Salamanca, Spain.

Letter froM aLeppo No 29  
the sad 6th aNNiversary  
of the begiNNiNg of the war

The letter, titled ‘La Valla: the Lighthouse,’ is the thoughts 
of Brother Emili on the Institute’s third and final year of 
preparation for this year’s bicentenary.

The Institute is celebrating the bicentenary on three dates 
this year: Jan. 2, the anniversary of the founding of the In-
stitute, June 6, coinciding with the feast of Saint Marcellin 
and Sept. 8, with the opening of the General Chapter.
This marks the eighth and last letter Br Emili has written 
since being elected as superior general in 2009.

In it, he underscores the need to make space for con-
templative prayer, which helps one live life with greater 
awareness of God’s presence, rather than living it in a su-
perficial way.

Br Emili also describes La Valla as our “lighthouse that 
shows us the way,” a metaphor he uses to explain God’s 
presence within and revealed in prayer.  

To read the full letter, click here: https://goo.gl/wTXm7S.

On December 23rd 2016, the nightmare ended for the in-
habitants of Aleppo. 

On that day, the last convoy of rebels and terrorists, who 
had occupied the eastern and southern neighborhoods of 
Aleppo since July 2012, left the city to go under neutral 
supervision to a neighboring province, Idlib, which is still 
under the control of Al Nosra’s terrorists.

The Alepins were delighted about the liberation of their 
city. 

There was no longer East or West; Aleppo was once again, 
as it has always been, one city under the control of the 
Syrian Government. Only 15,000 inhabitants of the east-
ern neighborhoods were evacuated, at their request, with 
the rebels towards Idlib. 
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With the liberation, the city is return-

ing to a more normal aspect, more 

civilized. People walk serenely with-

out fearing death that was looking out 

for them before the liberation.

"

"

The rest, more than 100,000 who were enduring the occu-
pation without a choice, only because their homes were 
there, remained in Aleppo. 

They suffered a lot, but are relieved, after 4 years of ter-
rorist occupation and 3 months of siege of their neighbor-
hood, by the Syrian army. 

For the 1.5 million inhabitants of the western neighbor-
hoods, which were under the government control, the lib-
eration provided a sense of security that they had lost for 
more than four years: the security of no longer receiving 
mortars, propane tanks used as bombs and snipers gun 
shots. 

But, cautious optimism: bombs continue to fall occasion-
ally on the peripheral western neighborhoods of Aleppo 
launched by the rebels still settled a few kilometers away 
in the western suburbs.

Like all the Alepins, we went to visit the ex-front lines, the 
historical neighborhood of Jdeideh, the old city around 
the citadel and the eastern and southern neighborhoods. 

The extent of the destruction exceeds what we had im-
agined. In Midane, the Armenian neighborhood, in Jdei-
deh, the historical Christian neighborhood, in Hanano, in 
Sukari etc.…, reality often surpass fiction.

Cautious optimism

With the liberation, the city is returning to a more normal 
aspect, more civilized. 

All the streets, many had been blocked by barricades or 
walls of rocks during four years, were opened to the traffic. 
There are a lot of pedestrians on the streets. 

People walk serenely without fearing death that was look-
ing out for them before the liberation.

The traffic is very congested. The traffic lights and the il-
lumination of the roundabouts, powered by solar panels 
implanted at each crossroads, are working again. 

The garbage collection has resumed. The gardeners of the 
municipality are working again in the public gardens. 

All schools and the university are functioning normally.

The conditions of everyday life remain, however, very dif-
ficult.

This winter we were very cold. There was a shortage of fuel 
oil. 

With the absence of electricity, there was no way to get 
heat while the temperatures in December, January and 
February were very low.

As for the past two years and despite the liberation, we 
still don't have electricity. 

We continue to buy it, at a high price, from private gen-
erators that are installed abundantly on the sidewalks of 
our beautiful city which has become very ugly with the 
generators that pollute and the electrical cables hanging 
from everywhere. 

The authorities worked hard to connect, again, with high 
voltage towers, Aleppo to the national network. 

It seems that they have succeeded as for the past week, 
we have electricity for one hour a day.

As for the running water, it is still cut off. 

During the occupation, the water was coming from the Eu-
phrates to the water treatment plants in Aleppo, but not 
pumped into the pipelines because the pumping station 
was in the hands of the rebels of eastern Aleppo. With the 
liberation, the pumping station is again under the control 

Aleppo, at night, before 2011
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On Saturday, 25 March, nine can-
didates for the Marist religious life 
began their journey as aspirants 
during the Eucharistic celebration 
at the formation house in Baucau, 
East Timor.

tiMor orieNtaL

news in Brief

raiN iN peru

The northern part of the coun-
try has suffered from heavy 
downpours in recent weeks. No 
Marist work has suffered serious-
ly, although there is a state of 
emergency in some centres: the 
schools of San José Obrero and 
Santa Rosa de Sullana-Piura; the 
M. Champagnat School of Santa 
Eulalia, Lima; and the Villa Marista 
retreat house, which is also in San-
ta Eulalia. The Brothers have or-
ganised solidarity aid campaigns 
with families suffering from this 
emergency.

Several countries in the southern 
hemisphere began their academic 
activities in February and March. 
In Chile, the 12 Marist educational 
works began during the first week 
of March, with moments especial-
ly dedicated to the celebration of 
the Institute’s Bicentenary.

returNiNg to cLass

On March 29, the Brasil Centro-Sul 
province inaugurated the Marist 
memorial in Curitiba. It hopes to 
recover and conserve historical 
documents and activities of the 
path the Institute has taken in the 
past 200 years.

Marista MeMoriaL

of the Syrian Government but Daesh 
no longer allows the water to be 
pumped from the small town of Khaf-
sa on the Euphrates. 

The Syrian army is trying to take over 
that city.

But cautious optimism: meanwhile,1.5 
million of Alepins continues to use 
the water, often not safe for drinking, 
from the 300 wells drilled in the city. 

The number of intestinal infections 
has recently reached a record level.

Certain displaced families were able 
to return to their homes ; others have 
to do some major repairs; others are 
waiting for the mine clearing of their 
neighborhood to be completed and 
for the restoration of the destroyed 
infrastructure, and at last others who 
lived in buildings which are now com-
pletely destroyed must wait for the 
reconstruction.

In fact, the reconstruction projects in 
the city are numerous. 

Multiple international or national or-
ganizations have requested author-
izations to participate in the recon-
struction : one to rebuild ten schools, 
another to restore 200 apartments, a 
third to rebuild the old city etc…

But cautious optimism: nothing start-
ed yet, wait and see.

The economic crisis

The economic crisis remains very se-
rious. 

In 6 years of war, people have become 
impoverished because of unemploy-
ment and the dizzying inflation and 
cost of living. 

Paradoxical situation: the Alepins can-
not find work but on the other hand, 
the small businesses which started to 
open timidly don't find skilled work-
ers, the majority of the young men 
are either enrolled in the army to do 
their military service or as reservists, 
or have left the country looking for 
better opportunities. 

The Alepins now, more than ever, 
need help to survive.

Meanwhile, the war continues in Syria 
with the involvement of many foreign 
forces. 

Many territories and small towns 
were liberated from Daesh’s control. 

Some are now under the control of 
the Syrian government, others are 
under the control of Kurds, Turkey or 
islamists. 

During the last 2 months, there have 
been inter-Syrian negotiations under 
the aegis of Iran and Russia in Astana; 
and under the aegis of the UN in Ge-

New session of M.I.T. on the banking system
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marist world

Brazil: Laity organising a new fraternity of  
the Champagnat Movement - Goiânia-GO

France: Encounter of Mediterránea's 
Provincial Council in L'Hermitage

Italy: Annual meeting of the four general 
councils of the Marist branches in Nemi

Ireland: Syrian lay Marist gives a talk at 
Marist College - Athlone

Sri Lanka: Novices visit  
the Madhu Marian Shrine

Madagascar: The teaching staff  
of the St Joseph Institute, Antsiranana

neva, no progress has been made. But cautious optimism: 
a list of negotiation points was established and agreed 
upon and the date of another round of negotiation has 
been scheduled.

The Blue Marists

None of the hundreds of the displaced families who ben-
efits from the various programs of the Blue Marists could 
return home. We, on the contrary, accepted many newly 
displaced families who used to live in the eastern neigh-
borhoods and now came to live with their relatives; who 

themselves were formerly displaced. We, the Blue Marists, 
don't have neither the abilities, the skills nor the mission 
to participate in the reconstruction of the city. 

On the other hand, we believe that human reconstruction 
is the most important and we are putting, within our abili-
ties, all our efforts behind it. 

This is how we have further developed our educational 
projects and initiated new ones.

Our adult training center the “MIT”, continues to organize 
two seminars a month on specific topics for the adults 
aged 20 to 45 years. In February, Br. Georges led a work-
shop on the theme “From Forgiveness to Reconciliation”, 
and we are considering, due to its importance, to expand it 
to other groups soon.

Convinced of the need to help the young adults to work, 
to live and to get out of the vicious circle, -war-catastroph-
ic economic situation- unemployment- poverty- assist-
antship or migration, we organized, at the end of 2016, 
a seminar of 100 hours over two months for the young 
people aged 20 to 35 on the theme “How to Start Your 
Own Project”. 

Twenty participants learned from the best experts how 
to think, realize and develop a project. At the end of the 
session, the jury selected the 4 best achievable projects 

Mothers of children involved
in the project "I want to learn"
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in terms of profitability and chances 
of success, and we partially funded 
them. Because of the success of the 
project, we have just started a second 
session with 15 participants. Sev-
eral educational and psychological 
support projects have recently been 
launched.

“Cut and Sew” allows about thirty la-
dies to learn to sew and make clothes 
for their families and also to find a 
job in the sewing workshops that 
are opening and looking for work-
ers. The first class will soon finish 
their 4 months of training and there 
are numerous applicants for the next 
session. We take advantage of their 
presence in the sewing classes to 
organize, for them, personal training 
and psychological support.

“Hope” is a project that aims to teach 
a foreign language, English or French, 
to young mothers who have children 
in the elementary schools. Indeed, 
since first grade, the program impos-
es teaching a foreign language to the 
young children. Teaching the mothers, 
allows them, in addition to providing 
a personal satisfaction, to be able to 
follow the studies of their children.

“Douroub” welcomes the children 
aged 10 to 11 years who have been 
neglected so far by our projects. 
With a team of 3 educators, they get 
together for educational and recrea-
tional activities.

“Eradication of Illiteracy” continues 
on two levels. The higher level, for 
those who have already participat-
ed in a 1st session of two months, to 
teach them the 3rd grade level. Which 
means to make sentences, read them 
and write them. And the beginners 
level with a group of parents or of 
illiterate young adults to help them 
learn to write and read words.

“Skill School” for 75 teenagers, “Learn 
to Grow” and “I Want to Learn” with 
200 children aged 3 to 6, are contin-
uing, more than ever, their very beau-
tiful programs to educate, teach and 
support children and young people.

Our various relief programs continue 
to help the displaced and the poorest. 

“The Blue Marists for the Displaced” 
help approximately 1000 families, 
Christians and Muslims, to survive 
thanks to the distribution of fairly 
consistent monthly food and sanitary 
baskets, money to pay for 1 ampere 
of electricity purchased from private 
generators, and a monthly voucher 
to buy meat or chicken. We are also 
helping the displaced families pay 
the rent of their temporary housing.

The program “War wounded Civil-
ians”, which for many years, treated 
and saved thousands of wounded, is 
fortunately slowing down with the 
liberation of Aleppo ; but we continue 
to treat either new wounded injured 

by mines left by the rebels prior to 
their departure, or formerly injured 
persons already treated, but who 
need further treatment or other sur-
gical procedures.

On the other hand “The Blue Marists 
Medical Program” grew much more 
because of the increase in poverty, 
unemployment and the cost of living. 
For the patients who cannot afford 
it, we contribute to the costs of sur-
geries, hospital stays and inpatient 
treatments, or simply prescriptions 
costs (the price of locally manufac-
tured drugs has just been increased 
by 400%), X-rays, scans and labora-
tory tests.

“I Am Thirsty” distributes water, with 
our 4 vans, daily to the homes of 40-
45 families. Due to the difficulty of 
refilling our vans with water from the 
wells drilled almost everywhere in 
Aleppo -which are stormed by crowds 
of people from 8am to 10pm- and 
the lost time waiting for their turn, 
we started drilling our own well. This 
will enable us to rapidly replenish 
the vans and distribute water daily to 
more families.

Finally, “Drop of Milk” is at its 23nd 
months of milk distribution to 3000 
children each month. This project is 
essential to the growth and devel-
opment of our children and has not 
stopped for a single day despite the 
difficulty of obtaining milk, especially 

Celebration of the completion of the first course of "cut and sew" with Br Georges Sabe
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the formula for the infants, and the high cost of the pro-
ject.

The task is even more important than before. 
With the liberation of Aleppo, despite our cautious opti-
mism, the task is even more important than before, it is 
huge. Would we be able to physically, morally and finan-
cially face the challenges? Help the displaced people re-
turn home when the time comes? Help the unemployed 
find a job? Bandage the wounds of the traumatized? Help 
the desperate to regain hope? Help the children to live 
their childhood stolen by the war? Help people to forgive? 
to reconcile? Would we be able to convince people not to 
leave the country? 

The exodus continues and everyday friends, acquaintanc-
es, volunteers, collaborators or beneficiaries come to say 
a goodbye that sounds more like a farewell.

In spite of everything, we continue to live our commitment. 
With cautious optimism, we make ours this extract from 
beautiful text from our friend Father Jean Debruynne:

To resist, is to persist in looking at a piece of sky even if it 
is gray or black, even if it is held in a pocket handkerchief, 
incarcerated between very high walls.
To resist is to never give up looking out for the sun from the 
opening of a manhole. 
To resist is to be stubborn enough to see the day rise from 
behind the barbed wires.
To resist is not to give in to the obligation to remain silent.
To resist is a pride.
To resist is to refuse intolerance, indifference and the denial 
of differences.
To resist is to never give up.
To resist is to never accept tranquility.
To resist is to choose to be responsible.
To resist is to stand in front of God, standing, not laying 
down or kneeling.
Because to resist is to invent to love.

We also believe that to resist is to hope, as in Easter, that 
after death there is resurrection.

Nabil Antaki 
For the Blue Marists

Permanent formation for middle-aGed Brothers

“senderos” ProGramme in manziana

The “Senderos” programme was 
launched on March 1 for a group of 
English speaking, middle-aged Broth-
ers. Senderos, which is held in Man-
ziana, Italy, will finish on May 26.

Fourteen Brothers are taking part in 
the programme, with two other Broth-
ers as guides.

Eleven of them come from Africa, 
from the Southern Africa province, 
from the Nigeria province and from 
the West Africa district. The other 
three participants come from Asia, 
from the East Asia province and from 
the Marist District of Asia.

Father Joseph Milla, of Nigeria, is ac-
companying the group as their chap-
lain.

The course’s topics are around the 
current Marist world and will include 
different speakers of the general ad-
ministration: superior general Broth-
er Emili Turú, vicar general Brother 
Joe McKee, director of the Brothers 
Today secretariat Brother Tony Leon, 
general councillor Brother Michael de 

Waas and director of ‘Commission for 
Mission, International’ Brother Chris 
Wills.

Brother Seán Sammon will present 
the topic of community life; Broth-
er Albert Nzabonaliba will cover the 

topic of discernment; a Marist sister 
will reflect on Mary and Marian spirit-
uality; and the superior general of the 
Marist Missionary Sisters and liturgist, 
Sister Georgeanne Donovan, will ac-
company the group throughout the 
whole Paschal Triduum.
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NearLy 1,000 ceLebrate biceNteNary iN graNada

br eMiLi: “briNgiNg chiLdreN cLose to god is aN excitiNg respoNsibiLity”
Over 800 Marists from the Mediter-
ránea province celebrated the bicen-
tenary in Granada on March 4, includ-
ing catechists, Brothers, teachers and 
friends of the Institute.

The event, organized by the province’s 
ministry team, aimed at bringing to-
gether high school and university 
students involved in ‘Grupos de Vida 
Cristiana,’ to celebrate the founding 
of the Institute.

The participants, who gathered at the 
Marist School La Inmaculada, also 
travelled from Italy, Lebanon and Syr-
ia to attend.

Superior general Brother Emili Turú 
made a surprise videoconference 
with the participants, thanking the 
youth and expressing the need to take 
care of people.
He also labeled bringing children 
close to God through education and 
the ministry of Marist Works as an “ex-
citing responsibility”.

Under the theme ‘Back to the origin 
to start over’ (“Volver al origen para 
empezar de nuevo”), the youth were 

motivated by the provincial superi-
or, Brother Juan Carlos Fuertes, who 
spoke about what he called “Marists 
0,0.”

He went on to explain the importance 
of being “a new version of ourselves,” 
rescuing our essence and identity of 
origin as a way of starting “a new be-
ginning.”

Br Juan Carlos encouraged them to 
continue the path that others have 
paved in the Institute and to help the 
Montagne of today in order to contin-
ue to grow in their Christian life.

Several participants posted on social 
networking sites thanking the Insti-
tute for having made 800 people feel 
as one big Marist family.

Other topics will respond to concrete problems related to 
this age period, such as “the health of middle-aged peo-
ple.”

The course will finish with some important educational 
complements: an experience of solidarity, especially with 
refugees; a three-day pilgrimage to the Franciscan city of 
Assisi; and a pilgrimage to Marist places during the first 12 
days of May. 

In addition, attending a Papal general audience on a 
Wednesday and visiting the archives of the General House 
has become tradition.

Another novelty of this course will be the presence of a 
group of 11 Marist Missionary Sisters who will receive a 
joint formation on the topics of health and community life 
for two weeks.

Aside from it being a sabbatical rest from years in Marist 
works, the goal of the course is also for it to be a time of 
reflection and an exchanging of life experiences among 
brothers. 
This all aims to help participants effectively and spiritual-
ly articulate the future of their Marist lives, providing the 
best answers to the challenges facing the Marist life in the 
third centenary of its existence.


