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Marist News

Taking a very imporTanT Turn in our lives

message for The feasT of sainT marcellin champagnaT 2017

general adminisTraTion

From May 28 – June 4, the In-
ternational commission of the 
laity is gathering in Nairobi, with 
Brother Javier Espinosa, director 
of the Secretariat of the Laity.

During the whole month of June, 
the General Council will gather 
for its plenary session.

From June 1 – 6, General coun-
cillor Brother Josep Maria Soter-
as will be in Brasilia to take part 
in the provincial council of Brasil 
Centro-Norte.

Brothers Carlos Alberto Rojas 
Carvajal and Mark Omede, of the 
Secretariat of Mission, will be at 
the meeting of the International 
Encounter of Marist Youth (EIJM) 
preparatory commission in Gua-
temala, from June 2 – 4. 

This year’s message from superior 
general Brother Emili Turú for the 
feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat 
on 6 June relates to the Institute’s Bi-
centenary celebration and the 22nd 
General Chapter.

“I invite you to celebrate the 6th of 
June, in union with Marists through-
out the world, in the same spirit with 
which we celebrated the 2nd of Jan-
uary earlier this year: giving thanks to 
the Lord for the gift of the charism of 
Champagnat to the Church and to the 
world; asking forgiveness for our lack 
of faithfulness to God’s Spirit; renew-
ing our commitment to Marist life and 
mission.”

“The motto of the Chapter: “A New La 
Valla” invites us to return to La Valla, 
the house of our origins, our “Light-
house”, to reconnect to what is essen-
tial in our charism, and to offer us an 
opportunity for “a New Beginning”, 
here and now.”

Brother Emili recalls the words of 
Brother Basilio Rueda, who during the 
General Chapter of 1993 underscored 
“the need to turn around our lives, 
our communities and our works.”

He concludes by inviting all Marist 
Brothers of Champagnat to open 
themselves up to the action of the 
Spirit: “God willing, we may all be as 
courageous as Mary was, and allow 
ourselves to be led by the emerging 
newness of the Spirit, rather than be 
held captive by our achievements, or 
by simply managing what is already 
in existence!” You can read and see 
Brother Emili's complete message at 
the following link: http://www.cham-
pagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4344

God willing, we may all 

be as courageous as 
Mary was, and allow 

ourselves to be led by 

the emerging newness 
of the Spirit 

"

"

https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4344
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4344
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making The Journey TogeTher: reporT of The superior general 
and his council To The 22nd general chapTer 
FMS Message No. 47 has just been 
published, which is the report of the 
superior general and his council to 
the 22nd General Chapter.

The report is resource for the par-
ticipants of the next Chapter, which 
begins on September 8, presenting 
the main aspects of the general ad-
ministration’s path of the last eight 
years.

Jesus’ encounter with the disciples 
of Emmaus served as an emblem-
atic image for the Council to tell 
the experience lived through these 
years.

Available in the Institute’s four ofi-
cial languages, the general house 
is posting it to the administrative 

The province of canada 
celebraTes The 200Th anniversary of The insTiTuTe

units. The PDF file can be down-
loaded from the following link:

http://www.champagnat.org/400.
php?a=6&n=4342

May 20, 1789, birth of Marcellin Champagnat. May 20, 2017 
- Marists of Canada celebrate 200 years of the Institute. 
Sought coincidence? Rather a “wink” of Providence that has 
allowed this celebration to coincide with a long weekend 
in Canada, which facilitated the presence of many lay peo-
ple in this family celebration. The Marist Association of Lai-
ty (AMDL), seconded by the Provincial Council and the CAP 
(Pastoral Animation Commission), organised of this meeting. 

The chosen place united the past with the present we are 
currently living: it took place at the ESMC (Marcellin Cham-
pagnat Secondary School), which from 1929 to 2002 was the 
provincial house, scholasticate and juniorate of the Marist 
province of Iberville, two steps away from the “cradle” that 
welcomed the first Marist Brothers in America, in 1885. Three 
stages were designed for this feast: the actuality of the Marist 
charism; gathered around the same table and thanksgiving.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4342
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4342
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autheNtic aNd traNsforMative Leadership for a New africa 

secoNd phase of the New horizoNs project

The Institute dedicated May 10 - 15 
to reflecting and planning the sec-
ond phase of the New Horizon Pro-
ject leadership training for Marist 
Africa. 

The teams from the Mission Secre-
tariat and FMSI collaborated in brain-
storming and writing of the proposal 
that will be presented to appropriate 
agencies for sponsorship. 

The FMSI was represented by its di-
rector, Marzia Ventimiglia, and Ange-
la Petenzi, while the Secretariat of 
Mission team was represented by its 
director Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas 
and and assistant director Brother 

Mark Omede, with strong support 
from Mike Greeff (the director of 
Marist schools in South Africa) and 
Onoria Tosi, the new Secretariat’s as-
sistant. 

176 delegates from 19 countries 
took part in the first phase of the 
project

The New Horizons project aims to 
strengthen the educational services 
of Marist African schools to address 
the new challenges of education in 
Africa and to promote an educational 
model open to everyone, especially 
the most disadvantaged.
During the first phase of the project 

176 delegates of 19 countries repre-
senting African Marist Provinces met 
in Nairobi (59 delegates), Johannes-
burg (59 delegates) and Kumasi (58 
delegates) to attend the ‘New hori-
zons’ regional workshops to achieve 
these goals.

School leaders have been equipped 
with the knowledge and tools ena-
bling them to transform leadership 
and school management, develop 
initiatives to tackle the imbalance 
in education for children and teen-
agers from marginalized and disad-
vantaged groups, and to build a fi-
nancially sustainable school system, 
expanding access to secondary edu-
cation.

Second phase

In the second stage, pending approv-
al, there is a willingness to select 
and train 38 ambassadors among the 
school leaders participating in the 
first phase, trying to identify the spe-
cific needs of the different African re-
alities and to create the tools needed 
to achieve the following goals: to in-
clude more and more disadvantaged 
children in Marist schools, paying 
attention to respect for children’s 
rights; make self-sufficient schools; 
Generate a new civic consciousness 
and social responsibility; Finally to 
recognize the Marist vocation and its 
contribution to society.

‘three2six’ prograMMe

Marists educate NearLy 300 refugee chiLdreN iN johaNNesburg 

Marists of the Southern Africa province are offering ed-
ucation in South Africa to around 275 children from 
neighbouring countries who have been turned away from 
schools due to their illegal status.

The programme ‘Three2Six,’ which was set up by the Sa-
cred Heart College in Johannesburg in 2008, teaches nu-
meracy and literacy to children aged five to 13.

The teachers, refugees themselves, offer the children 
three hour daily lessons in existing host school facilities, 
with the hope of eventually reintegrating the children in 
schools.

“These children are not only able to integrate academi-
cally into mainstream schools, but they leave us with con-
fidence, energy and a deep desire to contribute to their 
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marisT World

Bangladesh: 
Giasnogor

Camboja: 
La Valla school

Spain: Choir College  
of Valencia

South Africa: St David’s 
Marist Inanda

France: European  
Brothers Today Team, Paris

Madagascar: Celebration 
of the Marist Bicentenary

communities,” said development co-
ordinator Rebecca Bromhead on the 
website of Irish-based charity, Misean 
Cara.

Three2Six provides safe transport, 
uniforms, textbooks and a daily meal 

for each child.
Since 2010, the project also offers a 
yearly 10-day holiday programme in 
August which teaches children read-
ing practice and mathematics revi-
sion as well as games, sports, science, 
arts and computer sessions.

Three2Six is planning to start tracking 
the progress of students by seeing 
how they cope academically and psy-
cho-socially after they integrate into 
schools with a resilience scale it will 
develop, inspired by the KIPP GRIT 
scale.
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iMpLeMeNtiNg a cuLture of coMMuNicatioN

coMMuNicatioN coMMittee refLects oN forMatioN, iNstitutioNaL iMage

After gathering in November for the 
first time, the Institute’s new com-
munication committee met again 
from May 9 - 11 at the general 
house to discuss ways of improving 
the communication within the Insti-
tute.

The meeting’s topics covered the In-
stitute’s communication policy that 
was presented to the general coun-
cil in its plenary session early 2017, 
future formation for communicators 
and for the general administration, 
as well as the Institute’s image.

The committee, appointed by the 
general council, includes: Brother 
Antonio Ramalho, general coun-
cillor; Luiz Da Rosa, director of the 
general house press office; Estefanía 
Aguirre Wachter, journalist of the 
general house press office; Brother 
Paulo Martins, communications di-
rector of Brasil Centro-Norte Prov-

east asia proviNce

seveN brothers Make their professioN iN cotabato

On May 22, the East Asia province 
welcomed the first profession of 
seven Brothers. 

Several religious, particularly Marist 
Sisters, took part in the celebration 
which was held at the Notre Dame 
of Cotabato school in the Philip-
pines. 

The new Brothers are: Gary B. Dan-
lag (Cotabato), Jay-Jay E. Escuadro 
(Marbel), Abraham Kang Minwoo 
(Suwon, Korea), Kevin Anthony S. 
Legara (Cotabato), Denzel Resi O. 
Nartatez (Cotabato) Roxan P. Paje 
(Marbel) and Romar Dave S. Rano 
(Marbel).

Brother Alfredo Herrera was their 
master of novices.

ince and José María Martín, com-
munications director of the Spanish 

Marist Conference. Its next meeting 
is expected to take place in 2018.
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Our website: http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

Follow us:
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

FOCSIV, together with six 

associates including FMSI, 

united in a consortium, 

supports thousands of 
persons fleeing from the 

war in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, 

Jordan and Turkey

"

"

huMaNity – to be huMaN with huMaN beiNgs

fMsi coNtiNues to support the bLue Marists iN aLeppo  
aNd the frateLLi project 

FMSI continues to support the Blue 
Marists in Aleppo and the Fratelli Pro-
ject, an educational programme for ref-
ugee children and youth in Lebanon. Its 
support also continues, thanks to FOC-
SIV (Federazione degli Organismi Cris-
tiani Servizio Internazionale Volontario) 
and to its campaign HUMANITY – Essere 
umani con gli esseri umani.  (HUMANITY 
- To be human with human beings)

FOCSIV, together with six associates 
including FMSI, united in a consortium, 
supports thousands of persons fleeing 
from the war in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Turkey; it places itself at the 
side of the people who are trapped in 
some besieged Syrian city; it receives 
and accepts in the Refugee Camps of 
Kurdistan, in Iraq far away from the ar-
eas controlled by the Caliphate and by 
ISIS; it is concerned and takes care of 
education and of professional  forma-

tion, of agricultural development, of 
health and psychological well-being, of 
disability and of the needs of so many 
men and women of the Middle East 
overwhelmed by these tragic years.     

All the work is directed to, in behalf of 
the more vulnerable, the women and 
the children, with particular attention 
towards projects which have as objec-
tive the reconstruction of a sustainable 
future, in the first place, for the persons, 
and for their own Country of origin or of 
adoption, afterwards.   

A joint and shared commitment with the 
conviction that only peace negotiations 
remain the absolute priority, that the 
parts are called to commit themselves 
to guarantee the access to humanitari-
an help and that the Governments have 
to put an end to the hypocrisy of the 
financing of arms.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
http://www.fmsi-onlus.org/
http://www.focsiv.it/
http://www.focsiv.it/
http://www.focsiv.it/humanity-essere-umani-con-gli-esseri-umani/
http://www.focsiv.it/humanity-essere-umani-con-gli-esseri-umani/

