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Marist News

New appoiNtmeNts for 2018: appoiNtmeNts 
for the secretariat of the Laity, cmi aNd ecoNomic issues

GeNeraL  
admiNistratioN

Superior general Brother Emili 
Turú is spending a few days in 
Guatemala and a few days in the 
Novitiate of Medellin, Colombia, 
before travelling to Rionegro for 
the General Chapter.

From Aug. 20 – 31, General 
councillor Brother Víctor Pre-
ciado is visiting the province of 
México Central.

Brother Libardo Garzón, bursar 
general, took part in a meeting 
of the International Council of 
Economic Affairs in El Escorial, 
Spain, from Aug. 21 – 24.

Last week, Brother Manel Men-
doza returned to the Hermitage 
province and Brother Rick Carey 
arrived from the United States to 
Rome to work in FMSI. 

The Provisional Committee of 
the 22nd General Chapter in 
Rionegro (Medellín), Colombia, 
will meet from Aug. 31 – Sept. 
6. Participants include vicar 
general Brother Joe McKee and 
Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Gener-
al Councillor.

Brother Javier Espinosa, director 
of the Secretariat of the Laity, 
was in Ghana last week and is 
in Cameroon this week for work-
shops for the laity.

The General Council made sever-
al new appointments, most of them 
three-year terms, during its last regu-
lar session held on Aug. 14.

Brother Valdícer Facchi, of the Bras-
il Sul-Amazonia province, will arrive 
to the general house in February as 
a new member of ‘Collaboration for 
Mission, International’ (Cmi). He will 
then replace Brother Chris Wills as its 
director on July 1. 

Raúl Amaya, from the Santa María de 
los Andes province, will be the first 
lay person appointed as director of 
the Secretariat of the Laity, replacing 
Brother Javier Espinosa on Jan. 1. The 
Secretariat will have two assistant di-
rectors: Pep Buetas, of the Hermitage 
province, nominated last year for a 
second mandate, and Agnes Reyes, of 
the East Asia province, who will begin 
on Jan. 1. The Council has appointed 
João Luis Fedel Gonçalves (second 

term), of Brasil Centro–Sul, Brother 
Elias Odinaka Iwu, of Nigeria, Kate 
Fogarty, of Australia, and Ana Saborío, 
of América Central, as new members 
of the Extended Secretariat.

Several appointments have also tak-
en place in the Institute’s economic 
sector. Brother Roque Brugnara, of 
the Brasil Centro–Sul province, has 
been reappointed for another year 
starting Feb. 1 as head of the treas-
ure services of the general adminis-
tration. Members appointed for the 
International Council for Economic 
Affairs (CIAE) that will begin a three-
year term on Jan. 1 include Brother 
Libardo Garzón (bursar general, coor-
dinator), Brother Francesc Xavier Giné 
Arnella (l’Hermitage), Bernard Kenna 
(Australia), Adrienne Egbers (South-
ern Africa), Brother Jorge Gaio (Brasil 
Centro-Sul), Brother Alfonso Fernan-
ndez (Ibérica) and Ivo Cadaval (Brasil 
Sul-Amazônia).

https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
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towards a New beGiNNiNG: chapter members are carriers 
of the fruits of pre-capituLar process

Since the creation of the Preparatory 
Commission for the General Chapter 
in 2015, much work has been done 
to prepare the Chapter Assembly, 
which begins on Sept. 8.

In fact, the General Chapter is the 
culminating moment of a process 
that has produced much reflection 
and also documents that are an ex-
pression of the vitality of the Marist 
charism, which is moving towards a 
new beginning.

Pre-Chapter Process

Brother Emili Turú published a Cir-
cular of Convocation in September 
2016, inviting all Marist Brothers of 
Champagnat to participate in the 
Pre-Chapter Process proposed by 
the Preparatory Commission. The 
three phases of this process were 
designed to enable the capitulants 
to be representatives of the Marist 
charism, to understand what hap-
pened in their own administrative 
units, and to transmit that wealth of 
experience to the Chapter assembly.

Each chapter member, in the as-
sembly, will be a messenger and 
will transmit to the participants the 
lived experience and the sugges-
tions presented by the administra-
tive unit itself.

Report of the general council

An important instrument for the 
chapter members and for the 
Marists of Champagnat is the Re-
port of the Superior General and his 
Council to the 22nd General Chap-
ter, which was published at the be-
ginning of the year as number 47 in 
the magazine FMS Message.
The ideas presented in this docu-
ment result from the reflection and 

dialogue that the General Council 
undertook together with the mem-
bers of the Secretariats and other 
teams that acted during its man-
date.

The participants of the Chapter also 
received two annexes to the docu-
ment: “Chapter Mandates Related 
to Finances” e “Report of the Ser-
vices of the General Administration 
(2009-2017).”

west ceNtraL europe proviNce: a bridGe iNto the future 
biceNteNary GatheriNG iN the hermitaGe

Sixty brothers and lay people of the West Central Eu-
rope province met in the Hermitage from Aug. 11 – 14 
for their provincial bicentenary gathering.

The Province Bicentenary Gathering, entitled, “A Bridge 
into the Future,” focused on spirituality and mission.

Brother Tony Leon led the opening liturgy, where he 
used the image of the river Gier. 
He named the various foundations that were part of the 
history of the Province, starting with the foundation in 

London in 1853 – the first foundation outside of France.
Brother Don Bisson, from the United States, made pres-
entations on Aug. 12 on spirituality, based on Jungian 
psychology, which provided an insightful and inspiring 
approach to Marist spirituality which struck a chord 
with many of the participants. 

Among other things he noted that “We cannot have a 
Marial charism which marginalizes women.” 
He referred to the number of women who are now in-
volved in leadership positions in the Marist Institute at 

http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=421
http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=421
http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=432
http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=554
http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=554
http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=554
http://www.champagnat.org/lavalla2017.php?a=4&id=554
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Fifty students from two Marist 
schools of Brazil, the Colégio Maris-
ta São Luís (Santa Cruz do Sul) 
and Colégio Marista Pio XII (Novo 
Hamburgo) are in Chile from June 
26 – Sept. 3 as part of a cultural 
exchange. They are staying at the 
homes of the students of the Insti-
tuto Marista O’Higgins in Rancagua. 
The Chilean students visited Brazil 
in May.

Brasil sul-aMazoNia

News iN brief

NoraNdiNa 

The fraternity “Hermano Ángelo”, 
founded by seven lay Marists, cele-
brated its 25th anniversary on Aug. 
15 at Popayan, Colombia. Sixty peo-
ple participated in the Mass, during 
which the members of the fraternity 
renewed their Marist lay commit-
ment. In previous days, members 
prayed a novena to St Marcellin and 
the rosary to prepare for the event.

The second week long retreat for 
brothers celebrated in Lardero, 
Spain, concluded on Aug. 27. It was 
animated by Br José María Ferre and 
centred on the concepts of fraterni-
ty and being a Marist brother. 

iBérica

the present time.The group visited 
La Valla on Aug. 13, during which 
Brother Ben Consigli, also from the 
United States, invited the partici-
pants to reflect on the community 
dimension of the Marist charism.

In the afternoon Brother Steve 
Schlitte, principal of St. Michael’s 
Academy in New York, shared his 
own experience of meeting God in 
Marist mission.

Frather John Lumley, who had been 
a scholastic with the Marist Fathers, 
presided at mass in Le Rosey. 

In his sermon he said that Mary and 
Marist values are at the core of the 

identity of all Marists.
The gathering provided opportuni-
ties for people from the different 
countries of the Province to meet 
each other and build on friendships 
that had been established at previ-
ous meetings.

The event was also the culmination 
of a series of meetings that have 
taken place in recent years, which 
have helped to build a bridge for a 
Marist future in the Province with 
increased involvement of lay men 
and women.

__________
Br Brendan Geary
Provincial of West Central Europe

proviNce of south asia: sri LaNka

a retreat with a differeNt Note

The Marist Brothers of South Asian Province had their an-
nual retreat done  from 13th to 19th of August at Monte 
Fano Retreat Centre at Ampitiya Kandy, 96km from Colom-
bo the capital of Sri Lanka. There were 28 Brothers from 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan. Due to some unavoidable circum-
stances the Indian Brothers were unable to participate.

In fact the Brothers were very fortunate to have Brother 
Teófilo who came all the way from Rome to lead the re-
treat. The theme of the retreat was "THE IDENTITY AND 
MISSON OF THE RELIGIOUS BROTHER IN THE CHURCH". In 
fact the theme was taken from the book published by the 

Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Socie-
ties of Apostolic Life. And as the retreat was going by, day 
by day we have gone through the great themes presented 
in the roman document.

The visual presentations, the anecdotes, the sense of hu-
mour of the facilitator, his personal living experiences, and 
the booklet he prepared with selected passages of the 
document mingled with beautiful songs help the Broth-
ers to grasp the deep meaning of the themes of the docu-
ment. Although we got copies of this valuable document, 
published in 2015, explaining the very identity of the Reli-
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marist worLd

Australia: Renewal of vows  
of Br James in Alice Springs

General House: A new Greek Marist icon 
depicting Montagne, Lavalla & Fourvière

New Zealand: teachers participate in a 
conference for lay Marists, Auckland

Brazil: Meeting of the South America 
region communication team

Nigeria: annual retreat  
at the Marist Formation Centre, Orlu

Chile: National meeting  
of Marcha

gious Brother, we would not been able to understand it so 
clearly due to its deep theological background.  

The methodology followed by the facilitator, showing first 
of all the Biblical background of the different themes, go-
ing through the recent Marist documents referring also 
to the themes to reach finally the document itself was of 
great help for all of us. We have finished the retreat know-
ing quite deeply the document. We could even interiorize 

the salient points even through prayer and with the help 
of a song or a reading text related to the theme we were 
reflecting upon.  

The themes discussed were as follows:

 Day One:   Brothers in communion with the people of God;
 Day Two:  A mystery of communion for the mission;
 Day Three: The mystery: Brotherhood - The gift we receive;
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 Day. Four:  Communion: Brotherhood - The gift we share;
 Day Five: The mission: Brotherhood  - The gift we give 
away;
 Day Six:   Who is my Brother?

The morning prayers and the Marian prayers of each day 
helped the group to be alive in the Spirit of the Lord. The 
Brothers appreciated the retreat and we hope it will yield 

some fruits in the near future, for both the communities 
and the brothers individually, related to community life, to 
prayer life and to mission. We all owe to God for the beau-
tiful weather provided here at the Sylvester Benedictine 
monastery, in Kandy.

_________
Brother Joseph Peiris

phiLippiNes: GatheriNG of youNG brothers

temporary professed brothers iN active miNistry

 Fifteen young brothers of the Philip-
pines gathered for a meeting for tem-
porary professed brothers at the Prov-
ince Center in General Santos City.

It was the first of three gatherings, 
held from July 28 – 30, for the ‘Tem-
porary Professed Brothers in Active 
Ministry (TPBIAM)’ held from 2017 – 
2018.  

During the gathering, Brother Albert 
Muñoz spoke about his experience as 
a vocation animator. 

He also reminded the young broth-
ers that they have the responsibility 
of nurturing a culture of vocation in 
their respective communities and 
ministries.

Brother Ted Fernandez, the TPBIAM 
accompaniator, led a group discus-
sion between the six young brothers 

in their first-year apostolate. Five 
young brothers then shared their ex-
periences about their preparation for 
their perpetual profession and the 
renewal courses they took part in for 
two months in Fiji. 

Brother Robert Teoh, the provincial 
superior of East Asia, talked about the 
bicentenary celebration of the Marist 
Institute, the call of religious brothers 
in today’s world, and his work as pro-
vincial.

braziL ceNtro-sur proviNce: assembLy of brothers aNd Laity 
iN preparatioN for the 22Nd GeNeraL chapter

 Brothers and lay Marists, who participated in the prepara-
tory stages of the General Chapter, gathered from Aug. 11 
– 12 at the Marist Memorial in Curitiba to gather, confirm, 
share and celebrate the whole journey in preparation for 
the Chapter to be held in September in Rionegro (Colom-
bia).

The participants of the Assembly, coming from different 
units and communities of the Province, were divided into 
roundtable groups to discuss the proposal and the crea-
tion of consensus on priority themes, which are urgent for 
the life and mission of the Marist Institute.
The event contributed greatly to generate a reflection on 

the provocations of the preparatory process and to indi-
cate the main propositions and priorities of the Marist 
Province of Brasil Centro-Sur for the next eight years of 
the general government of the Marist Institute, as agreed 
in the following themes: 1 ) Spirituality and Mysticism; 2) 
Fraternal Relations and Communion; 3) Marist identity; 4) 
Mission in the peripheries; 5) Attention to the signs of a 
pluralistic world; 6) Education as a means of social trans-
formation and 7) Effective structures at the service of peo-
ple and the evangelizing mission.
Reflections on different issues led Brothers and Lay peo-
ple to reaffirm Marist identity, commitment to the charism 
and the permanence of the mission.
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The Brothers of Haiti’s Marist sector held an assembly from 
July 31 – Aug. 3 with the goal of unifying the different vi-
sions on clear guidelines for the country’s educational and 
evangelizing work.

During the assembly, we received the valuable support of 
the Provincial Council of México Occidental, represented 
by Brother Alfredo Alba and the Marist Service Center of 
the Province. They sent the assembly Adela Delgadillo and 
Stephen Birtwistle – both teachers – as facilitators of a 
planning workshop.

It was intensive working days and a beautiful experience 
during which participants shared their dreams in a frater-
nal way regarding their mission in the Pearl of the Carib-
bean, the new Haiti that they want to help build and what 
they’re willing to work on to make their dreams come true.

For this, we start with an analysis of reality and a definition 
of our identity, mission and vision, as presented:

We are brothers and educators, who offer training and evan-
gelization to children, youth and teachers in schools and 
communities in Haiti to transform their reality.

assembLy of haiti’s marist sector

formiNG to traNsform reaLity

We are brothers 

and educators, who 

offer training and 

evangelization to 

children, youth and 

teachers in schools 

and communities in 

Haiti to transform 
their reality.

"

"

“The Assembly also rekindled our commitment to deep-
ening who we are, what we want, where we are going and 
what we live to serve others,” said Brother João Carlos 
do Prado, Provincial Superior elected for the 2018-2020 
mandate.

According to him, the diversity, specificities and contribu-
tions made in the Assembly will be very important for the 
General Chapter. “We’ve had a lot of looks and insights on 
every issue we’ve debated. All the notes are relevant to the 
Marist Institute”, he says.

The end of the Assembly was marked by the celebration 
of sending the representatives of the Province that will be 
in Rionegro: Brother Joaquim Sperandio, Brother Juan Car-
los do Prado and Jimena Grignani, a lay guest, as well as 
Priscila Staniski and Laércio de la Cruz Loureiro, who will 
provide IT support during the General Chapter.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/

