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Marist News

22nd General Chapter: rioenGro, Colombia

Day 26 - Oct. 3 - Election of the Superior General 
and Vicar General of the Institute 

Tuesday, 3rd October, Brothers Ernesto Sánchez Barba of 
Mexico Occidental was elected as Superior General, and 
Luis Carlos Gutiérrez Blanco from the Province of Améri-
ca Central as Vicar General of the Institute of the Marist 
Brothers.

At 6.30 p.m. a joyful mass of thanksgiving was celebrated 
for the election of new Superior and Vicar General. 

Father Rodrigo Ortiz OFM was the celebrant. 
The General Chapter community was joined by the Me-
dellín Novitiate community and the Marist community of 
San Domingo. To read the full story, visit https://goo.gl/
eZMBms.

Day 27 - Oct. 4. - Working on key themes 

After completing the elections of the Superior and Vicar 
General, the Brother capitulants resumed their work on 
developing the key Chapter themes that will guide the In-
stitute’s life and work during the next 8 years.

The day began with Eucharist celebrating the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi. At 9:30 a.m. the Brothers gathered in the 
Chapter Hall when Brother Lindley, from the Facilitation 
Commission, reviewed the remainder of this week's pro-
gram, made some notices, and introduced the work of the 
day. To read the full news story, visit https://goo.gl/WeP-
JGd .

Day 28 - Oct. 5 - Principles and recommendations 
for action – “New La Valla”

The General Chapter is entering the stage of defining more 
clearly the principles and suggestions for what needs to 
be done in responding to God’s calls to the global body of 
the Institute as it enters its third century. 

The six theme groups continued their writing work and 
presenting what has been produced so far. 

The Rule of Life document was approved as a separate but 
complimentary text with the Constitutions and Statutes.

https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://goo.gl/eZMBms
https://goo.gl/eZMBms
https://goo.gl/WePJGd
https://goo.gl/WePJGd
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Days 30 - Oct. 7 - Approval of the Procedure 
for Election of the General Council

October 6 was devoted to further group and plenary work 
on the principles and suggestions related to the five the-
matic areas that will form the message of the XXII General.
On Saturday, Oct. 7, the Chapter capitulants worked in the 
morning and approved the process that will lead to the 
election of six General Councilors on Tuesday. The musical 
group "Amadeus", shared with the General Chapter com-
munity their rich musical talents, high energy that brought 
everyone much joy. For the full story, visit: https://goo.gl/
WdBczd.

Day 31 - Oct. 9 - The capitulants 
participate in the Caritas campaign

With a simple gesture of open arms, participants at the 
Marist Brothers General Chapter joined in the Caritas 
Internationalis #ShareJourney campaign to warmly wel-
come migrants and displaced persons.

This campaign was launched by Pope Francis a few days 
ago. 

It seeks to contribute to the creation of a culture of wel-
come, encounter, to increasing the spaces and opportu-
nities for migrants and local communities to get to know 
better one another. To read more details of the day, visit 
https://goo.gl/37C2Bj.

Day 32 - Oct. 10 - Moving on

The day was marked by the beginning of the discernment 
process for the election of the six general councilors.

In the morning the calls for finances and the mission were 
worked out. 

The work of the assembly began after the morning prayer, 
which encouraged Brother John Hazelman of the District 
of the Pacific. The presentation of calls resumed. 

On Saturday, 4 groups had already presented the conclu-
sions of their work and lacked the finance and mission 
groups. To read the full story, visit: https://goo.gl/aZLR3u .

Day 29 - Oct. 6 - General Chapter

Today was devoted to further group and plenary work on 
the principles and suggestions related to the five themat-
ic areas that will form the message of the XXII General. Br. 
Tony Clark led the morning prayer. Brothers João Carlos 
do Prado and Juan Carlos Fuertes were the moderators 
for today’s sessions. 

The Chapter facilitator, Matthieu Daum, returned from his 
week’s leave in France to resume his work. The Chapter 
also received a message from Brother Samuel Holguin, 
reporting on the condition of his father who is seriously 
ill. He is very appreciative of the prayerful support of the 
Brothers. To read the story, visit https://goo.gl/AbRytw .

https://goo.gl/WdBczd
https://goo.gl/WdBczd
https://goo.gl/37C2Bj
https://goo.gl/aZLR3u
https://goo.gl/AbRytw
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new Superior General of the mariSt brotherS 
br erneSto SánChez

On Oct. 3, the 22nd General Chapter of the Marist Broth-
ers, taking place in Rionegro, Colombia, elected Brother 
Ernesto Sánchez, of the Province of México Occidental, 
as the XIV Superior General of the Institute of the Marist 
Brothers of the Schools.

Brother Ernesto,  Councillor General since 2009, replaces 
Brother Emili Turú, elected in 2009. He will be the Superi-
or General of the Institute for the next 8 years.

Br. Ernesto Sánchez

Ernesto Sánchez, FMSBorn in Guadalajara, Mexico, on 21th 
February 1961, and the ninth child in the family of sixteen 
formed by his parents Carlos and Juanis. A Marist student 
from pre-primary to preparatory, entered the postulancy 
at the age of 17. Followed the Basic Teaching course in 
the scholasticate, then the Licentiate in Religious Sciences 
and Mathematics.

Studied in Rome for the Licentiate in Vocational Ministry 
and completed the Master’s degree in this field. Took part 
in the course for formators in Lyon, France.

Has taught 4 years in primary and 3 in secondary, being a 
formator at the juniorate at the time. For 5 years belonged 
to the provincial team for vocation and youth ministry and 
gave classes in preparatory.
For 4 years was director of the Postulancy and next was 
called to the General Administration where for 4 years was 
secretary to the commissions on Religious Life and Voca-
tions Ministry, and for 2 years Director of the Secretariate 

of Vocations. On 23 December 2008 started a term as Pro-
vincial of Mexico Occidental. On 3 October 2009 he was 
elected General Councillor.

ViCar General of the inStitute

br luiS CarloS Gutiérrez blanCo

The XXII General Chapter of the Marist Brothers, taking 
place in Rionegro, Colombia, elected Brother Luis Carlos 
Gutiérrez Blanco, of the Province of America Central as 
Vicar General of the Institute of the Marist Brothers of the 
Schools on Oct. 3.

Brother Luis Carlos, Provincial since 2013, replaces Broth-
er Joe McKee, elected in 2009. He will be the Vicar Gener-
al of the Institute for the next 8 years.

Br Luiz Carlos

Brother Luis Carlos was born in 1967, in Spain. He made 
his first vows at the Institute in 1986 in Palencia. Soon af-
terwards he went to Guatemala. He made his perpetual 
profession in 1992.
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mariSt world

Spain: Marist school Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe - Navalmoral de la Mata

United States: Martha Martínez arrives 
to East Harlem community, New York

Germany: Maristen 
Gymnasium Furth, Furth

Greece: Lycée 
Léonin Néa Smyrni, Athens

Brazil: Meeting on education 
at Colégio Marista Patos de Minas

Philippines: Recycling 
at MAPAC

Luis Carlos’ apostolate first involved teaching in Marist 
Colleges in Guatemala, Costa Rica and Puerto Rico. He was 
then appointed by the Provincial as the Brother responsi-
ble for overseeing Marist education. This work covered the 
six countries of the Province.His university studies were 
in the areas of Social Studies and Languages. He holds a 
Bachelor's degree in theology, a Master's degree in educa-
tional administration and supervision, and a Doctorate in 
Education from the University of Puerto Rico.
Luis Carlos has a great passion for teaching, which he sees 
as a space for transformation, humanization and evange-
lization.

He also has had some experience leading youth move-
ments. Concerning the laity, Luis says: "Around me there 
have always been special people, lay people, members of 
fraternities, who remind me by their witness, the richness 
of our charism."
Luis Carlos was also a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Religious Conferences of Costa Rica and Guatemala.
Since December 2013, Luis Carlos has been Provincial. 
He is also a member of the Mission Commission, and the 
Sub-Committee on Education of the Inter-American Con-
ference of Provincials (CIAP), where he is Coordinator of 
the Permanent Council.

philippineS: a Committee dediCated to Child proteCtion

eduCatinG teaCherS and Student leaderS on Child riGhtS

 The Child Protection Commission of the East Asia prov-
ince convened a steering committee on Sept. 22 and 23 
in Tulan, the Philippines, to improve child protection in 
schools and in the community at large by implementing a 
project from Irish-based charity Misean Cara.

The aim was to analyse how far the objectives of the sem-
inar-workshops conducted on ‘Keeping Children Safe: 
Building the Capacity of Teachers and Student Leaders in 

Child Rights and Child Protection’ had been accomplished.
The workshops, part of the Misean Cara project, trained 
60 personnel and 60 student leaders on child rights and 
protection, and prepared them for their role in setting up a 
child protection desk in their local schools.

Fifteen schools of the country took part including six 
Marist Schools and nine Notre Dame schools of the Mar-
bel diocese.
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The participants of the steering com-
mittee include Ma Fe Lucia L. Palma, 
Agnes S. Reyes, Jubert Mendoza, as 
well as Brothers Ted Fernandez, Crisp-
in Betita and Albert Bolibol.

The Committee is now organising 
a workshop in November for the 
Barangay Child Protection Council 
(BCPC), an organisation in the com-
munity with which schools will close-
ly collaborate.

“May these capacity-building initia-
tives we will do for the schools and 
community bring about a responsive 
and functional BCPC and more in-
volved schools in support of the in-
itiatives of the local community,” af-
firmed Br Crispin. 

“All for the best interest of the chil-
dren we care for.”

Meanwhile, 30 student leaders and 
15 school guidance counsellors meet 
separately for a seminar on ‘Peer-

Care: Detecting Manifestations of 
Abuses Among Children and What To 
Do About It.’ 

fiji: SChool finiShinG repairS after laSt year’S CyClone

mariSt brotherS primary SChool (mbpS)

 A primary school in Suva, Fiji, is fin-
ishing its roof repairs this month af-
ter Tropical Cyclone Winston hit the 
island on February 2016. The Marist 
Brothers Primary School (MBPS) is also 
planning on upgrading the school’s 
infrastructure which includes repair-

ing its electrical and plumbing issues 
caused by the cyclone. Despite the 
work, the students have been able to 
continue with lessons.

“The cyclone impacted the Brothers 
in many ways. Schools were closed 

due to damage and the student’s fam-
ily homes were also damaged, some 
destroyed,” said Ashley Bulgarelli, 
projects and partnerships coordinator 
of Australian Marist Solidarity.

“There was a large amount of commu-
nity support needed and the Brothers 
continued to operate their schools as 
best as possible so that the commu-
nity could move on,” she continued. 
“The Brothers arranged to help peo-
ple and communities who were the 
hardest hit.”

The first teaching Marist Brothers 
came to Fiji in 1888.  Since then, 
the brothers have taught in Suva, 
Cawaci, Naililili, Wairiki, Napuka and 
Savarekareka.

The Marist Brothers have five edu-
cational institutions in Suva: Marist 
Brothers High School, Marist Brothers 
Primary School, St. Marcellin Prima-
ry School, Champagnat Institute - a 
special needs vocational school, and 
Marcellin's Angels - a kindergarten.
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Almost a month after the earthquake 
of 8.2 degrees that took place on Sept. 
7 in Mexico leaving the Marist work of 
Ixtaltepec nearly totally destroyed, 
the superiors of México Central have 
published a letter dedicated to the 
Institute.

In it, the provincial superior, Broth-
er Jose Sánchez Bravo, and the vice 
provincial, Brother Javier F. Salcedo 
Camerana, underscore that “the re-
construction of the Marist house of 
Ixtaltepec is something that is exclu-
sively our duty, as Brothers.”

“We believe that we cannot nor 
should use the resources that people 
of good will and who trust in us are 
depositing to support the reconstruc-
tion of schools or houses in Oaxaca,” 
they wrote in a letter published on 
Oct. 2 at the City of Mexico.
The Brothers also took the opportu-

mexiCo: ‘the reConStruCtion of the 
ixtaltepeC houSe ConCernS uS exCluSiVely’

nity to share what they have learned 
these days like being grateful, having 
faith and hope, being charitable, join-
ing forces and discerning.

To read the full letter, click here.

A special account has been opened 
for donations for the reconstruction 
or repair of schools in Oaxaca; its first 
aim will be to establish 20 provisional 
spaces, while the Internado Guada-
lupano and the Asunción Ixtaltepec 
Bachillerato are rebuilt. 
We invite you to join this initiative 
and solidarity with who else needs it.

FMSI has also opened a bank account 
to gather donations for the Marist 
work at Ixtaltepec. 
These are the two optional bank ac-
counts below to donate, either direct-
ly to the province of Mexico or via 
FMSI.

MEXICO
Cause title: 
PATRONATO NACIONAL DE ALFABETIZA-
CION Y EXTENSION EDUCATIVA A.C.
Bank account: CUENTA BANAMEX: 
5771432
Branch office: 7011
Interbank clabe: 00218071157714327
Swift code for foreign deposits: BNMX-
MXMM

 
FMSI (Fondazione Marista per la Soli-
darietà Internazionale Onlus)
c/c bancario n.100000125288
Banca Prossima
IBAN: 
IT70M0335901600100000125288
BIC:BCITITMX
For foreign counterparts not belonging 
to the SEPA Area:
BIC Code: BCITITMM 
For further credit to BCITITMX
IBAN: 
IT70M0335901600100000125288
Cause title:  EMERGENZA MESSICO
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