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Marist News

ParticiPants of the XXii General chaPter submit feedback

chaPter evaluation survey is now available

General administration

From March 4 – 6, a meeting of Marist 
laity is taking place in Vietnam with 
Agnes Reyes, co-director of the Sec-
retariat for the Laity.

From Wednesday, March 7, to March 
14, Brother Jeff Crowe and Broth-
er Ángel Medina, formators of the 
Lavalla200> members, will visit to 
Lavalla200> community in Moinesti, 
Romania.

A survey with feedback on the XXII 
General Chapter that was held in Ri-
onegro, Colombia, from Sept. 8 – Oct. 
20 is now available.

Eighty-eight of the 116 Brothers and 
laity that took part in the Chapter (79 
capitulants, 16 guests and 21 of the 
support team) completed the survey, 
which ran last November and Decem-
ber.

The topics that the survey covered 
were the Chapter process, the fact 
that it was held outside Rome, the 
venue (Casa de encuentros De La 
Salle), the Chapter’s resources, and a 
general evaluation of the Chapter.
Participants rated the general evalua-
tion of the Chapter a 4.5 out of 5, one 
being the lowest score and five, the 
best.

The place of the meeting and the fact 
that it was held outside of Rome was 
much appreciated by the participants. 
Results also showed there was insuf-
ficient time to work on the Constitu-

Also on March 7, – 10, Marzia Ven-
timiglia, FMSI director will visit the 
Villa San José in Argentina and par-
ticipate in FMSI Cono Sur’s annual 
meeting. She will then visit Curitiba, 
Brazil, from March 11 – 14 to discuss 
FMSI’s communication strategy.

On March 11, Br Luis Carlos Gutiér-
rez, vicar general will be in Paris, 
France, to study French until May 5.

tions and the Rule of Life.The general 
government is pleased by the great 
satisfaction expressed by the partic-
ipants and by the success of the XXII 
General Chapter, held in Colombia. It 
is certain, that it was the movement 
of the Spirit that helped the Marists 
of Champagnat to enter into this new 

beginning of the Marist charism. To 
download the complete survey, visit: 
https://goo.gl/g5pAgi .
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Photo of participants mid-way through the Chapter in Rionegro, Colombia
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calendar of the General council and directors of secretariats

march – aPril 2018

Feb. 22 – March 1: Visit to Tabatin-
ga, Brazil: Br Jeff Crowe and Br Án-
gel Medina, formators of the Laval-
la200> members.
Feb. 28 – March 4: Meeting in Arco 
Norte with the six provincials of the 
region, in Mexico City: vicar general 
Brother Luis Carlos Gutiérrez.
Feb. 28 – March 2: FMSI board meet-
ing in Rome: Marzia Ventimiglia, FMSI 
director, and members of the general 
council.
March 1: Meeting of the Council of 
the Fratelli Project at the general 
house: Br Óscar Martín Vicario, gen-
eral councillor, Cmi director Br Chris 
Wills, Br Valdícer Fachi (director of 
Cmi from July onwards), Br Jorge Gal-
lardo de Alba FSC, vicar general, and 
Br Rafael Matas FSC, general council-
lor.
March 1 – April 30: Spanish language 
course in Santiago de Composte-
la, Spain: Br Ken McDonald, general 
councillor.
March 3:  Meeting of Manziana and El 
Escorial’s ongoing formation teams 
at El Escorial, Spain: Br Óscar Martín 
Vicario, general councillor, and Br 
Tony León, director of the Brothers 
Today secretariat.
March 4 – 6: Meeting of Laity in Viet-
nam: Agnes Reyes, co-director of the 
Secretariat for the Laity.
March 7 – 14: Visit to Lavalla200> 
community in Moinesti, Romania: 
Br Jeff Crowe and Br Ángel Medina, 
formators of the Lavalla200> mem-
bers.
March 7 – 10: Visit of FMSI to Vil-
la San José in Argentina and FMSI 
CONO SUR’s annual meeting: Marzia 
Ventimiglia, FMSI director.
March 11 – 14: Visit to Curitiba, Bra-
zil, regarding FMSI’s communications 
strategy: Marzia Ventimiglia, FMSI di-
rector.
March 11 – May 5: French language 
course in Paris, France: Brother Luis 
Carlos Gutiérrez.
March 12 – 14: Workshop at the 
Thresholds formation programme at 
El Escorial, Spain: Br Ernesto Sánchez, 
superior general.
March 12 – 25: Visit to Geneva, Swit-

zerland, for a meeting on the adop-
tion of Universal Periodic Review 
recommendations by Argentina and 
Peru; preparation for the UN’s gen-
eral debate day and Mexico’s UPR; 
meeting with the board of the Inter-
national Catholic Center of Geneva: 
Br Álvaro Sepúlveda, FMSI.
March 12 – May 12: Spanish lan-
guage course in Salamanca, Spain: 
Brother Ben Consigli, general coun-
cillor.
March 19 – 23: Meeting in Rome for 
the preparation of the 2019 youth 
synod: Br Beto Rojas, director of the 
secretariat of Mission.     
March 20 – 23: Meeting of the Améri-
ca Sur Committee in Curitiba, Brazil: 
Br Beto Rojas.  
March 20 – 27: Visit to Lavalla200> 
members in the Marist District of 
Asia in Phnom Penh, Cambodia: Br 
Jeff Crowe and Br Ángel Medina, Lav-
alla200> formators, as well as Cmi 
director Br Chris Wills and Br Valdícer 
Fachi, director of Cmi from July on-
wards.
March 22 – 25: Participation in 
the provincial Chapter of the Unit-
ed States of America province in 
Poughkeepsie, New York: Br Ernesto 
Sánchez and Br João Carlos do Prado, 

general councillor.
March 26 – 29: Visit to the district 
of Asia headquarters in Bangkok, 
Thaliand: Br Valdícer Fachi, Cmi.

April 2 – May 30: English language 
course in Dublin, Ireland: Br Valdícer 
Fachi, Cmi.
April 6 – 9: presence in the first pro-
fessions of the Novices of Tudella, Sri 
Lanka: Br Óscar Martín Vicario, gener-
al councillor, and Br Tony León, direc-
tor of the Brothers Today secretariat. 
April 9 – 13: Meeting of the Asia Lay 
Commission in Singapore: Agnes 
Reyes, co-director of the Secretariat 
for the Laity.   
April 9 – 17: Assembly of superiors 
and encounter with the Council of 
the Marist Asia District in Thailand: Br 
Josep Maria Soteras, general council-
lor.           
April 10 – 12: Meeting of the Euro-
pean Mission Commission in Lyon, 
France: Br Beto Rojas, director of the 
secretariat of Mission.
April 10 – 18: Visit to Atlantis Lav-
alla200> community in Capetown, 
South Africa: Br Jeff Crowe and Br Án-
gel Medina, Lavalla200> formators.
April 11 – 17:  Meeting of the Inter-
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The Province of Compostela or-
ganized a course of “soul com-
panions,” oriented to personal 
development and learning the art 
of personal accompaniment. The 
course consists of 20 online mod-
ules and five face-to-face meet-
ings and a personal follow-up ses-
sion every 15 days. From Feb. 22 
– 25, the first face-to-face meet-
ing of the second edition of the 
course took place in Roxos.

soul coMpaNioNs

news in brief

postulaNcy  
of lauMaNasa 

At the end of February, eight can-
didates for the Marist religious 
life began the formation course in 
the Solomon Islands. Seven can-
didates are from the country and 
another is from Bougainville.

Úrsula Eyherabide, a former Marist 
student at the Luján College in Ar-
gentina, was appointed Consul in 
Atlanta, United States. Highlight-
ing the admiration for the forma-
tion she received, he said: “I be-
lieve that the vocation is learned 
at home and at school”.

Marist studeNt coNsul 

The América Sul education team 
met Feb. 26 – 28 in Brasilia to align 
processes and decide on specific 
actions within the region, as well 
as reviewing the strategic plan for 
2018 and scheduling forthcoming 
meetings and work dynamics. The 
region is made up of the provinces 
of Brasil Centro-Norte, Brazil Cen-
tro-Sul, Brasil Sul-Amazônia, Cruz 
del Sur and Santa Maria de los An-
des.

aMérica sur

national Commission of Brothers To-
day - MAPAC, Manila, The Philippines 
- Br Óscar Martin and Br Tony Leon.
April 16 – 19: International Council 
of Economic Affairs (CIAE) meeting in 
Rome, Italy: Br Libardo Garzón, eco-
nome general.
April 17 – 21: Buenos Aires:  Forma-
tion workshop with BICE Argentina 
in Buenos Aires and encounter with 
Latin America’s BICE networks: Br Ál-
varo Sepúlveda, FMSI.
April 18 – 22: International Commis-
sion of Brothers Today visiting the 

formation houses of the province of 
East Asia and the Marist District of 
Asia - Mindanao - The Philippines -  
Br Óscar Martin and Br Tony Leon
April 23 – 27: Encounter of the Eu-
ropean Marist Conference (CEM) in 
Freising, Germany: Br João Carlos do 
Prado, general councillor.
April 24 – 27: Bedford Fund in Rome, 
Italy: Br Libardo Garzón, econome 
general.
April 25 – 27: Visit to Hermitage 
community in France: Br Jeff Crowe 
and Br Ángel Medina.

fmsi is donatinG $ 60,000 

for students in south sudan

On Feb. 24, the Marist Internation-
al Solidarity Foundation Onlus For 
the benefit of children (FMSI) sent $ 
48,000 US dollars to South Sudan, as 
part of a larger sum that will be used 
for a year’s education and accommo-
dation of 10 students in South Sudan.

They hope the donation, which so far 
has come from a partnership with the 
Marist Brothers in Germany, will reach 
$ 60,000 US dollars.
On Feb. 23, the Church celebrated a 
day of prayer and fasting for peace 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and South Sudan, as Pope Francis had 
requested during his Sunday Angelus 

on Feb. 4 . South Sudan is suffering 
from a prolonged civil war and hu-
manitarian crisis.

The Marist Brothers participate in the 
Solidarity with South Sudan project, 
which has five communities in the Afri-
can country, made up of over 30 mem-
bers of 23 religious congregations.

It is located in Riimenze, Wau, Yam-
bio and Juba. It was initially set up 
to train teachers, nurses, midwives, 
local farmers and community leaders, 
but for the past year has been having 
to feed and look after internally dis-
placed people in Riimenze.
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marist world

Philippines: Discalced Carmelites  
visit MAPAC, Marikina City

General House: Fratelli Project  
Council meeting

Spain: Formation team  
of El Escorial and Manziana

Brazil: Marist youth  
in Dourados

South Africa: Volunteer training  
for the Three2Six project, Johannesburg

Uruguay: Meeting  
with directors

somethinG new has beGun

meetinG of the euroPean team of brothers today

Once again we, the European 
Team of Brothers Today, gathered 
together (Lisbon, 7 and 8 Febru-
ary 2018). But this time it’s not 
like the other times.

Actually, none of them are...

This time we feel enlightened by 
a new light that frames all our 
projects and challenges for the 
coming years.

It is the light of the XXII General 
Chapter that, since it was held in 
Colombia, calls us to become the 
face and hands of God’s mercy. 
From this perspective, we share 
our dreams and plan our task of 
animation: 

• We organized the third meet-
ing of the Network of Com-
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munities in Europe, which will take place in El Escorial 
from August 8 to 12, 2018. We want to bet on truly 
networked communities, twinned to enrich community 
life and Marist spirituality, committed to a mission that 
responds to new calls and with an organisation and 
structure of animation that takes advantage of syner-
gies.

• We discussed the preparation of the summer retreats 
of the provinces and we opened them to the participa-
tion of others. This year, they are focused on The Rule 
of Life and the calls of the Chapter.

• We revised our Roadmap 2018-2021 and framed all 
the actions of our animation team in light of the calls 
of the General Chapter.

• We shared the concerns and issues that have been 
arising from our General Administration. Brother Tony 

Leon informed us about the meeting of the “Tutti fratel-
li” project on being bridge builders, with the presence 
of 21 general superiors among its participants.

• We shared the materials that came from each province 
in relation to the process of explaining and reflecting 
on the XXII General Chapter.

And we finished our meeting with the feeling that some-
thing new has begun and with the joy of having been to-
gether. New challenges are always waiting for us: to live our 
Marist mission as a global family and to be bridges, lights in 
the path, an outstretched hand and friend for children and 
young people who are on the margins of the world. May 
the Good Mother and Marcellin always accompany us on 
each step of this journey.

Br Aureliano García Manzanal
Coordinator of the Brothers Today Europe team

witnesses of the church of arGelia

fraternal coeXistence and resPect between reliGions

Father Jean Marie Lassausse, a 
priest of the mission of France who 
lived in the Tibhirine monastery for 
15 years, giving a testimony of faith 
and closeness to the local people in 
the footsteps of the Trappist monks, 
is convinced that the beatification 
of the 19 martyrs of the Church 
of Algeria “is extraordinary, since 
it recognises absolutely normal 
people: men and women who, like 
many other members of the Church, 
chose to remain in Algeria despite 
knowing that they risked their lives.”

Marist Brother Henri Vergès and Sis-
ter Paul Hélene de Saint Raymond, a 
Little Sister of the Assumption, were 
the first to be killed on May 8, 1994 
in the library of Casbah. 

These proto-martyrs were followed 
by the consecrated of several oth-
er congregations, and finally by the 
Dominican Bishop Pierre Claveri, 
bishop of Oran.

“The message of these 19 religious 
men and women is clear,” adds Fa-
ther Georgeon. 

“We must deepen the meaning of 
the presence of the Church and 
demonstrate that fraternal coexist-

ence and respect between religions 
is possible.”
Therefore, the celebration of this 

beatification is to be done by fos-
tering a great sense of belonging to 
the Algerian Church: a small, hum-
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the cruz del sur Province launches a mobile aPPlication

«cruz del sur» Provincia marista

The beatification of the 19 mar-

tyrs of the Church of Algeria “is 

extraordinary, since it recognis-

es absolutely normal people: 
men and women who, like many 

other members of the Church, 

chose to remain in Algeria de-

spite knowing that they 

risked their lives

"
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ble, servant and loving “guest” Church. And what is said 
about each of the 19 martyrs has also been deeply ex-
perienced by many other members of the Church who 
still live. 

Their lives and deaths are like an icon of the identity of 
the Church of Algeria. 

They have incarnated to the end their vocation to be a 
sacrament of Christ’s charity for all his people.

____________

Agios.Mar 15
Br Antonio Martínez Estaún, Postulator general

The Cruz del Sur province launched 
a mobile application on Feb. 19 ti-
tled «Cruz del Sur» Provincia Maris-
ta.

The launch comes after a long pro-
cess of reflection and analysis, in 
collaboration with the Agencia Dig-
ital Inmediative and several teams 
on the province, including the com-
munication and dissemination team.

The application can be downloaded 
from Google Play and it will soon be 
available in the App Store (iPhone).

“After several years, we were looking 
for a way to reach more people, es-
pecially the youth, to offer data and 
public information that everyone 
can easily access”, affirmed Leon-
ardo Fraga, director of the team of 
Marist communication and dissem-
ination of the Cruz del Sur province.

“We wanted to reach them with new 
means and allow them to have ac-

cess to information that is also avail-
able to anyone who wants to know 
more about us and be connected 
with us, or with what happens in the 
Marist province of Cruz del Sur,” he 
added.

The application has information and 
news of the Province, the location 
of works, events, as well as infor-

mation from the Editorial Gram and 
the Fundación Marista, two very im-
portant organisms for the life of the 
province. 

It also has a section to download the 
most important documents of the 
Cruz del Sur Province.
To download the App on Google 
Play, visit: https://goo.gl/uV4yBa .


