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genereal administration

• The General Council is meet-
ing this week with the secretar-
iats of the general administra-
tion to launch its programme. 
On Monday, Brother Ernesto Sán-
chez and his council gathered all 
the collaborators, brothers and lay 
people, to present the new organi-

gram of the animation of the Insti-
tute.
• Bishop Brian Mascord, of the 
Wollongong diocese, in Australia, 
stayed at the general house be-
fore participating in a formation 
meeting with 144 bishops from 
around the world. He is a friend of 

the Marists of Champagnat and has 
animated many Marist meetings in 
Australia.
• On Wednesday the general coun-
cil celebrates the Feast of the Holy 
Name of Mary with the four branch-
es of the Marist family, in the gen-
eral house of the Marist Sisters.

On Sept. 9, the general council presented 
the new organisational chart of the gen-
eral administration, for the period 2018 – 
2025, to all the secretariats and services of 
the general administration.
Brother Ernesto Sánchez began the pre-
sentation by recalling the seven words that 
he would like this period of government to 
be characterised by: unity, synergy, inte-
gration, direction, organisation, leadership 
and communication.
He also recalled that the Chapter invites 
us to build a global family, which involves 
everyone, brothers and laity, and all levels 
of the Institute, and asked for mutual col-
laboration to make the Chapter’s proposals 
a reality. The new organisational chart of 
the general administration is an important 
instrument for the general government to 
carry out its mission, in accordance with 
the constitutions and the recommenda-
tions of the XXII General Chapter.
The level of government is formed by the 
superior general and his council who have 
the role of leadership and decision-mak-
ing, while the operational level focuses on 
the implementation and development of initiatives and 
processes of Marist life and mission under the responsibil-
ity of the general government.
The new organisational chart is an instrument of the gen-
eral government to support its service to life and to the 
Marist mission at all levels of the Institute.

Three areas
Between the two levels there will be a coordination that 
will seek to guarantee a better integration and synergy 
between the areas of Marist life, Marist mission and Marist 
institutional services and of these with the council, led by 
the vicar general, Brother Luís Carlos Gutiérrez.

Journeying together as global Family!

new organisational chart oF the general administration

http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4884
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The Oceania Council and the Oceania 
College of Leaders met for the first 
time in a videoconference on Aug. 
13 to continue developing its several 
initiatives that aim at answering the 
Calls of the XXII General Chapter.

The initiatives were discussed in their 
previous meeting in March in Auck-
land, New Zeland, and can be read in 
full on this link.

The initiatives are Lavalla200>, Edu-
cation Network, Pacific Marist Schools 

oceania council holds First meeting via videoconFerence 
developing 6 initiatives to answer the calls oF the XXii general chapter

The “Marist Life” areawill include everything that refers to 
the identity and vocation of the Marists of Champagnat 
and will be composed of the “Brothers Today Secretariat” 
and the “Secretariat of the Laity.”
In addition, the LaValla200 Project, from the “Collabora-
tion for Mission, International Department” (Cmi) will be 
present. The contents of this area are: Marist vocation, cha-
risma, spirituality, formation, communities, etc.

The “Marist Mission” areaincludes the “Secretariat of Ed-
ucation and Evangelization” (the new name of the Secre-
tariat of Mission) and the new “Secretariat of Solidarity” 
dedicated to solidarity projects and non-formal education 
works under which the FMSI will be a protagonist in the 
theme of children’s rights and in the collection of funds 
for solidarity. The “Cmi Department” will also be present 
in this area with the volunteer projects for the mission. 
This area covers education, evangelization, youth ministry, 
social work, volunteering, children’s rights, networks, etc.

The “Marist Institutional Services” areais formed by the 
departments currently linked to the General Secretariat 
(archive, procurator, postulator) and by the Econome Gen-
eral, with its commissions, including the General House.

There is, finally, a Shared Services area, under the coor-
dination of the Econome General, which will include ser-
vices linked to communication, translations, technological 
instruments, human resources, audits, etc.
A key element of the new organisational chart is the co-
ordination of the various processes and activities to har-
monise all the actions of the general government at the 
service of the administrative units and regions. So that the 
areas do not walk in isolation, the general council is creat-
ing the Committees of Areas that will ensure coordination 
and seek synergy and integration between the different 
teams that make up each of the areas.
The various commissions and committees that currently 

exist will continue their work in their respective areas.

Coordination of the general council
Superior General Brother Ernesto Sánchez briefly sum-
marised the general coordination of this organizational chart.
Brother Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, vicar general, will oversee 
the coordination of the areas, together with other persons 
that will be chosen later on.
Brothers Sylvain, João and Óscar will be the links for the 
Marist Life area, while Brothers Luis Carlos, Ben and Ken 
will be the links for the “Marist Mission” area. Brothers 
Josep Maria, Carlos Huidobro (Secretary General) and 
Libardo Garzón (Econome General) will coordinate the 
“Marist Institutional Services”.

Objective of the organization chart
Br João Carlos do Prado stressed that “this structure does 
not serve itself, but is at the service of the Marist charism, 
which is to be together with the young people and the 
children”.
At the same time, he recalled that being an instrument 
to concretize the plan of the general government has a 
provisional nature: “it is not a definitive structure; it can 
change at any time because the structure must adapt itself 
according to the needs, it must adapt to better serve the 
moment and the historical and institutional circumstances 
that are experienced.
Therefore, it is not just a change of structures, but a new 
way of doing things: a more co-responsible style, with 
greater communication and collaboration,” stressed Broth-
er João.
Finally, Br Óscar Martín Vicario recalled that the current 
moment of the Institute’s life is marked by words that 
begin with “co” (coordination, collaboration ...).  “We are 
using the word ‘co-creation’: we are creating a new thing 
together. The idea of coordination was one of the points 
that needed more development and we think that this is 
the way to do that, with this structure”.

countries: Australia, Cambodia, East 
Timor, Fiji, Kiribati, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, 
Samoa, American Samoa, Solomon 
Islands and Vanuatu.

Members of the Council who were 
able to participate were from New 
Zealand (Auckland and Christchurch), 
Australia (Sydney and Brisbane), Port 
Moresby (Papua New Guinea).  Due to 
difficulties, which will be sorted for 
future meetings, a connection with 
Suva (Fiji) could not be established. 

Leaders Course – Part II, Financial 
Administration Network, Under 50s 
Brothers Gathering, Publications, 
Oceania Partnership Commission, 
Marist Learning Zone (MLZ).

After this first successful videocon-
ference, the Oceania Council has also 
decided to hold a meeting using this 
technology at least once a year.

The Oceania region is made up of the 
Australia province and the Pacific and 
Melanesia districts. This includes 12 

http://www.champagnat.org/shared/bau/Executivesummary27Aug18.pdf
http://www.champagnat.org/shared/bau/Executivesummary27Aug18.pdf
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news in brieF

Canada

Brothers Jean-Marc Béchard 
and Léon Raîche, of the Marist 
community of Bellevue de Sher-
brooke, celebrated 60 years of 
Marist life on September 1, with a 
commemoration at Chalet Cham-
pagnat in Rawdon.

Voluntary work in Brazil

María de Fátima Almeida Acevedo, 
from the Compostela province, 
has started a one-year volunteer 
programme at the Centro Educa-
cional Marista Lúcia Mayvorne, in 
Florianópolis, Brazil, which offers 
education for children and young 
people. This international volun-
teer initiative is a collaboration 
between the two provinces, SED 
and Cmi.

South aSia

The Province celebrated, at Maris 
Stella College – Sri Lanka, the 
50th anniversary of religious life 
of the Brothers Francis Antho-
ny, Sunil Liyanage and Shanthi 
Liyanage. Brothers Hadayat Me-
herdeen, Roshan Silva and Ben-
edict Wijesuriya celebrated their 
25th Anniversary.

SpaniSh MariSt  
ConferenCe (CMe)

Two years after its launch, the CME 
is updating its MaristApp applica-
tion with new menu options and 
incorporating the possibility of 
accessing videos. There are sever-
al novelties to help educators to 
develop the task of animation and 
daily motivation in the classroom. 
In http://www.maristapp.com/ you 
can look at the application’s latest 
updates.

brazil: program happy liFe 
week oF the proJect oF liFe, which inspires  
educators to reFlect on vocations

The Week Project of Life took place 
in the Marist Educational Center 
San José in the city of São José, 5 
km from Florianópolis (Brazil), from 
the 6 to 11 of August, with Primary 
and High School educators and ap-
proximately 450 young people.

The program, of the Province Cen-
tral South Brazil, carried out with 
the help of the Team of the Program 
Happy Life tried to respond to the 
question, “which is the sense of my 
life”?

Br. Ernesto Sánchez, the Superior 
General, sent a special message to 
the adolescents and young people 
of the Educational Units of San José 
and Florianópolis.

“During these days you are reflect-
ing on the vocational theme”, Br. Er-
nesto told them.  “I believe that it is 
a fundamental theme, since it deals 
with one of the principal objectives 
of our life”.  The Video was present-
ed during the official opening. 

The Program Happy Life is a Pro-

gram of formation of the Marist 
Group (Province Central South Bra-
zil) and given in public and private 
schools, to stimulate the construc-
tion of projects of life and voca-
tional orientation, with emphasis 
on Marist religious life.  

During the week, the team recalled 
the legacy of Saint Marcelin Cham-
pagnat and the history of the Insti-
tute of the Marist Brothers, through 
Workshops and other interventions.

There were also some dynamics, to 
stimulate the reflection on dreams 
and attitudes, which contribute 
greater sense to life.

At the end of the week, the encoun-
ter dedicated the time to the young 
people interested in knowing re-
ligious vocations and other voca-
tions.

 A talk with a Marist Sister, Laity and 
Salvatorian Sisters, helped them to 
deepen in the histories of life of 
those who are at the head of the 
missions they chose

http://www.maristapp.com/
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4880
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illustrated history oF notre dame de l’hermitage 
a book by br barry lamb tells the story oF the institute’s mother house

Pilgrims staying overnight at the refurbished Hermitage 
can now reach down from the bookshelf in their room 
an English language Illustrated History of the Hermitage, 
1824-2016.

In it they will find 312 pages telling the fascinating story 
of the building and the extraordinary 
variety of characters and person-
alities who have lived, worked and 
prayed there for the last 190 years.

The richly illustrated unofficial histo-
ry is the work of history enthusiast, 
Brother Barry Lamb, from Melbourne, 
Australia, who undertook the re-
search and writing as a hobby.

Drawing heavily on the collected 
materials of Marist historian, Brother 
Owen Kavanagh, the archives of the 
General House in Rome, the collected 
photos of Brother Giorgio Diamanti 
of the Hermitage community and the 
detailed Annales of the Hermitage it-
self, this book’s 34 chapters trace the 
narrative with a myriad quotations 
and illustrations from a great variety 
of sources.

The Table of Contents will direct the 
reader to topics of interest: the building of the Hermit-
age; the Spiritual Testament, death and funeral of Father 
Champagnat; the “raid” of 1830; the Revolution of 1848; 
the Franco-Prussian War; the expulsion of the Brothers 
in 1903; the two World Wars; the Beatification of 1955 
and the building of the chapel annex for the reliquary; 

the histories of the infirmaries, Postulancy, Novitiate, 
Scholasticate and Juniorate; the mammoth festival of 
1989; the canonisation of 1999; the refurbishment of 
2008-2010 and the recent history of the community of 
welcome and present-day pilgrimages, retreats, gather-
ings, festivals etc.

Opening the book at random or casu-
ally skimming will be rewarded with 
insights into all manner of incidents 
or customs from times past.

The overall impression gained by 
reading the book is one of inspira-
tion: the inspiration of the courage 
and faith of Father Champagnat and 
the early Brothers, and the fidelity 
and zeal of successive generations 
through good times and severe ad-
versity.

Translation of the English text into 
other languages is invited and en-
couraged by the author/compiler.

A very limited run of copies was fi-
nanced by the small Melbourne com-
munity of Heidelberg West as a gift 
to the Hermitage as part of the refur-
bishment.

The compiler hopes that readers staying at the Hermit-
age will have their pilgrimage experience enhanced by 
reading, while being within the very walls, the story of 
the many who passed amongst the spaces they are occu-
pying, stretching back almost 200 years.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4881
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4881
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Several schools in Australia will begin a new Marist Youth 
Ministry programme in 2019 for middle and high school 
students with other schools invited to join in 2020.

“Our initial goal for 2019 is the creation of a compre-
hensive and flexible Catholic youth ministry programme 
for students between grades 7 – 12, with consideration 
also given to primary schools in grades 5 and 6,” said the 
Marist Youth Ministry (MYM) national coordinator Brother 
Greg McDonald.

The decision was made after MYM reviewed REMAR and 
the country’s existing programmes. REMAR was first intro-
duced in Australia in 1991, 16 years after it initiated in 
Colombia in 1975.

Until now, it has been the primary means through which 
the Gospel and youth ministry have been promoted to 
young people, but only for grades 10 to 12 – the last three 
years in the Australian school system.

The new programme aims to complement what is being 
taught in the curriculum of religious education.

But greater emphasis will be given on providing an au-
thentic encounter with Jesus Christ through formation 
in: Christian leadership, Marist spirituality and charism, 
community and identity, prayer and worship, justice and 
solidarity, connection to diocesan and local parish and ad-
vocacy.

The MYM programme will have two distinctive moments – 
one for grades 7 – 9 and another for grades 10 – 12, with 
the latter movement retaining a formal three-year phase 
optional programme, like that of the current REMAR pro-
gramme.

It will also embed the key principles of Anointed and Sent, 
the Australian Catholic Bishops document on youth minis-
try and its respective goals and focus areas.

It will draw on key contemporary Catholic and Marist Youth 
Ministry documents and pedagogy and offer flexible op-
tions for schools, rather than a one size fits all approach.

To read the letter of Br Greg to the brothers explaining the 
programme in greater detail, click here.

province oF australia

marist youth ministry will launch a new programme in 2019

http://www.champagnat.org/shared/bau/NewDevelopmentsMaristYouthMinistry.pdf
http://www.champagnat.org/shared/bau/NewDevelopmentsMaristYouthMinistry.pdf
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4878
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marist world

India: Teacher's Day celebration at
St. Marcellin High School in Mangamanuthu

Samoa
Marist Brothers Primary School Mulivai

Colombia: Interprovincial Noviciate
of La Valla - Medellín

Canada: 60 years of religious life of the 
Brothers Jean-Marc Béchard and Léon Raîche

General House
Plenary Session General Council

Paraguay
Horqueta - Centro Mitãnguéra Rekove

From Aug. 31 – Sept. 2, the first meeting of the Provin-
cial Commission of the Marist Youth Ministry (PJM) of 
México Central took place, for the 2018 – 2019 academ-
ic year.

“It was a meeting with a spirit of encounter and of pro-
jection; starting with the regaining and recog-
nition of God’s passage during the past school 
year and looking on with faith, in reference to 
the school year we are beginning; opening the 
heart and eyes to continue advancing in the 
MYM’s proposal”, affirmed Omar Iván Chacón 
Meza, one of the members of the Commission.

During the meeting, proposals of the Marist 
Youth Ministry were included, such as “spac-
es for evangelization that provoke a personal 
encounter with Jesus and with others and that 
propose a life project, according to the King-
dom”.

The 14 members of the Commission are: pro-
fessors Manuel Villarreal Cabrera, Vivi Gomez 

Cornejo, Omar Iván Chacón Meza, Elisa Carrillo Teniente, 
Moisés Magaña, José Roberto Vázquez Garfias, Miguel 
Angel Rodriguez Ruiz, Brother Hugo Émerson Jiménez 
and the following young people: Denisse Salinas, Xavi 
Rojas, Karla Garcia Rios, Santiago Servin Quiñones, 
Jorge L. Figueroa y Ana Lau Rubio.

meeting oF the provincial commission oF the mym oF méXico central

marist youth: a creative and transForming spirit

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4882
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The first meeting of Marists of the 
central region of Colombia was held 
on Aug. 19, in the city of Ibagué. It is 
made up of the community of broth-
ers and the lay group Hijos de la Bue-
na Madre de Villavicencio (Sons of 
the Good Mother of Villavicencio); 
the community of Brothers of Ibagué 
and the lay group of this same city 
and the communities of the Brothers 
of the Provincial House and the Scho-
lasticate, accompanied by the group 
of lay people Sons of Mary and the 
lay fraternities Parents of the Cham-
pagnat school and the fraternity Fa-
milia de María (Family of Mary), all of 
them residents in Bogotá.

During the meeting with brothers and 
lay people, the groups and fraterni-
ties handed the brothers the book “Proyecto de Vida En 
Fraternidad” (Project of Life in Fraternity) of the Cham-
pagnat Movement of the Marist Family.

This gesture that the Marists of Champagnat experi-

enced aimed at being an expression of the commitment 
to accompany and care for the respective vocations, 
turning the communities and fraternities into a house 
of light and into privileged places to develop and ac-
company the Marist vocation.

colombia: a global charismatic Family, a house oF light

meeting oF brothers and lay marists in ibagué

He gave us
the name of Mary
“Marcellin shows us how we are
to form and live in communities
of mission. In the very name he chose, 
Little Brothers of Mary, Marcellin 
summarises the fundamental identity 
of his community: the gospel virtue
of simplicity, the call to fraternity,
and the contemplation
of the person of Mary”

(Water from the Rock, 98)

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4876
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Our website: http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

Follow us:
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

Biography 
Our life is very similar to the course of 
a river, the course of a day, the rota-
tion of the earth. From the beginning 
to its end, we change, we feel, we 
learn, we lose, we mature, ... My case is 
like that of so many others. I was born, 
like many Marist Brothers, in Burgos, 
Spain, a land that is fertile in voca-
tions. I walked my first steps between 
the alleys near the great Gothic ca-
thedral. I would walk passed it many 
days to go to the school of the Centro 
Educativo “Colegio Círculo” run by the 
Brothers. I first heard about Marcellin 
Champagnat in class and it was there 
that I fell in love with his lifestyle and 
his apostolic work.
Then came the years of formation in 
the various juniorates of Venta de 
Baños, Miraflores, Arevalo and Tui to 
do postulancy, novitiate and scholasti-
cate in another great, beautiful and ed-
ucated city, full of history: Salamanca.
The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. It was time to start 
working, put the apron on, get one’s 
hands dirty, face reality and carry out 
an apostolic work for which he had 

dreamed.Many years of my life have 
been full of children, students, broth-
ers and communities. Teaching, edu-
cating, playing, living and enjoying life 
have been the main characteristics of 
many years of happiness and joy. Thus 
I have been happy with many Marist 
Brothers with whom I have lived and 
shared so many unforgettable events.
Pastoral activities and the mission in 
general have taken me to different 
places, such as to classrooms with 
older and younger children, and to 
houses of formation in all their variety. 
I have spent many years looking after 
and forming juniors, postulants and 
novices. In recent years I have discov-
ered the richness of working and living 
with the laity. I have shared my Marist 
life, its values and challenges with a 
big group of people who want to live 
the spirit of Marcellin. The richest and 
most endearing experience was shar-
ing community life with them. I have 
been and continue to be an active and 
restless person. I have also felt person-
ally the repeated invitations made to 
us to “go out”, “widen the tent” and “go 
in haste”. Back in the day when I was 

younger, I spent a few years in Zambia, 
living another wonderful experience 
of community and poverty. Fighting, 
sometimes for survival, but always 
very aware that progress and devel-
opment begins with the education of 
children and young people. I still use 
summertime to go to the work camps 
or to give a Marist hand wherever it is 
needed. Although I am getting older 
- the river of life runs its course until 
reaching the sea, which is death, - this 
river takes an unexpected turn and, 
suddenly, they asked me for a different 
service: to be the personal secretary of 
the Brother Superior General. Put that 
way, it scares me but when I look at it 
up closely, it thrills me. It came to my 
mind that verse “And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me?” and shortly 
after that of “May it be done to me ac-
cording to your word.” It is a challenge, 
and more than anything, a unique 
opportunity to live like a good Marist 
brother at the service of others, doing 
good with humility and simplicity. The 
three violets have life and flourish in 
each one of us.

new personal secretary oF the superior general

br Jesús alberto rodríguez delgado

Brother Jesús Alberto Rodríguez Delgado began his position on 
Sept. 1 as personal secretary of the superior general, Brother Ernes-
to Sánchez, for a three-year period.
He replaced Brother Pau Fornells, who held the post from Sept. 1, 
2015, until Aug. 31, 2018, under the mandate of the former superior 
general, Brother Emili Turú.
“I think the most valuable thing is to live in an international commu-
nity and that in my work I get to know more deeply all that is lived in 
the Institute and, above all, what has to do with the life of the broth-
ers and the government of the Institute”, affirmed Br. Pau on Aug. 27.
Brothers Pau and Jesús strengthened their friendship when Br Pau 
worked as director of the Secretariat of the Laity, from 2006 to 2010. 
At that time, Brother Jesús worked a lot for the Marist laity and resided 
in a mixed community of brothers and laity in Salamanca.
Here is a biography of Brother Jesus, who tells firsthand about his life.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4877

