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genereal administration

•  The Portuguese and Spanish speak-
ing bursars began a formation course 
on Oct. 1 in Curitiba, Brazil. Brothers 
Óscar Martín Vicario, general councilor, 
and Libardo Garzón, econome general, 
are participating during the first days.
•  Brothers Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, vicar 
general, Ken McDonald and Ben Con-
sigli, general councillors, and Tony 

León, director of the Brothers Secre-
tariat Today are participating in the As-
sembly of the Association St. Marcellin 
Champagnat in Adelaide, Australia, 
which is taking place from Oct. 2 – 4.
•  The Synod of Bishops in the Vatican 
on young people will begin on Oct. 
3. Brother Ernesto Sánchez, superior 
general, will participate as one of the 

representatives of the religious.
•  On Oct. 5 and 6, general council-
lor Brother João Carlos del Prado and 
director of the Cmi department Br 
Valdícer Fachi will participate in the 
celebration in Mindelheim of the an-
niversary of the founding of the Col-
laboration for Mission, International 
in Germany.

Focus. Zoom. Dream. These have been the three steps of 
the IV Mission Assembly of the Compostela province held 
from Sept. 20 – 22 in Lisbon, Portugal. More than 100 peo-
ple participated in this 
meeting with the aim 
of analyzing the current 
situation and posing 
challenges for the fu-
ture in light of the calls 
of the General Chapter.

“It’s not about doing 
more things, it’s about 
doing them in a differ-
ent way.” With these 
words, framed in this 
year’s motto: Change!, 
Brother Tomás Briongos, 
provincial of Compos-
tela, inaugurated the 
IVAssembly showing his 
vocation for the future 
because “we always 
have to be more parents of our future than children of our 
past”.

The participants in the assembly focused on the image of 
the province, of the Institute and, in a special way, the chil-
dren and young people whom they heard through a letter 
written by them in the recent Young Assembly and where 
they asked, among other things, “to give an explicit Chris-
tian nuance.”

In the opinion of Father Nuno Amador, young people “are 
great seekers of meaning and everything that gets in tune 
with their search to give value to their lives, catches their 

attention and motivates 
their commitment.”

Focusing on children 
and young people, gen-
eral councillor Brother 
Joao Carlos do Prado 
invited them to have 
a “real, concrete pres-
ence” with “time and 
love” among them, be-
cause it must be love 
that drives the educa-
tional work.

In this sense, Brother 
Carlos Alberto Rojas, 
director of the Secre-
tariat of Education and 
Evangelization of the 

Institute, made an appeal “to reappropriate the passion of 
Marcellin” and to meet the emerging needs of our time.

Both insisted on the need to build bridges towards the fu-
ture with three lines of action: walk together; be families of 
brothers and laity; and work in a network to be global.

Bridges and roads that materialized in the assembly in a se-
ries of challenges for the Compostela Province.

Focus. Zoom. dream.

portugal: iV compostela mission assembly
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On Sept. 22, Brother Jader Luiz Henz of the Brasil Sul-
Amazônia province made his perpetual profession at the 
Marist Institute. The celebration was held in the Santa Te-
resa Community, which is in his hometown, Campina das 
Missões, in Rio Grande do Sul.
The celebration was attended by the provincial, Brother 
Inacio Etges, Marist brothers and laity, educators of the 
Colégio Marista São Francisco, members of the Marist 
Youth Ministry, family members and the local community.
In the week preceding the vows, Marist brothers and laity, 
together with the service of vocation animation, visited 
schools in Campina das Missões and spoke with students 
about their life project and vocations.
Brother Jader, born on Aug. 10, 1989, began his Marist 
formation in February 2007. In 2012, he worked in the 
ministry service of the Colégio Marista São Luísand 
graduated in pedagogy from the Universidade de Santa 
Cruz do Sul.
In the 2016, he was sent to the Marist community of Rio 

Grande, working at the Colégio Marista São Francisco as 
pedagogical coordinator and later as vice director. During 
this period, he also completed a Master in science educa-
tion at the Universidade Federal de Rio Grande.

marists From mindelheim in Kenya

summer camp For children in orore

A group of 11 Marists from Mindel-
heim, for the second time, animated 
a summer camp for approximately 
65 children in Orore, Kenya, from the 
18th till the 30th of August.
The group was formed by Jasmin Ni-
mar from the Cmi team, Wolfgang 
Hacker, teacher at the Maristenkolleg 
and Br.Michael and 8 young adults, 5 
of them former Cmi volunteers from 
Mindelheim.
Orore is a fishing village on Lake Vic-
toria in Kenya, where there has been 
a community of brothers running the 
Our-Lady-of-Orore Primary School 
and a boarding section.
Approximately 65 children, most of 
them pupils of our school but also 
some children from the village, were 
allowed to stay in the boarding sec-
tion over the holidays instead of going 
home. They had the opportunity join 
in the program of the summer camp, 
where they could work on something 
practical, or designed some beauti-
ful or simply interesting craft work 
in the 2 ½ h morning session. In the 
afternoon they could experience fun 
while playing new games, practicing 
challenging group exercises or run-

ning competitions in 
well-known or new 
sports like volleyball, 
soccer, netball or 
even football on the 
large sport ground. 
The program was 
completely planned 
and carried out by the 
Mindelheimer team. 
Four local teachers 
of the school and the 
brothers assisted the-
min the activities.
The objective of the 
camp – to providing a safe environ-
ment for orphans or children com-
ing from difficult circumstances, has 
definitely been fulfilled. They had 
the chance simply to be just children, 
having fun and experiencing a safe 
and joyful time. Sometimes it does 
not take much to make a child happy, 
as even only blowing soap bubbles 
or playing silly funny games together 
young and old.
In order for the summer camp to 
have a lasting effect, the volunteers 
want to organize events and person-
al presentations back in Germany to 

inform people about the circumstanc-
es of children in our school in Orore 
and to promote school sponsorships 
for particularly needy children. The 
school fee, which covers all costs for 
one school year (schooling, boarding, 
meals, school uniforms ...) is 400 eu-
ros. If you would like more informa-
tion or would like to take on a person-
al school sponsorship, you are most 
welcome to contact jasmin.nimar@
maristen.org.
The feedback was so positive from 
all sides that already for 2020 a third 
summer camp was envisaged.

brasil sul-amaZônia proVince

perpetual proFession oF br Jader luiZ henZ

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4894
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new marist community in cuba

the bishop oF holguín Visits the general house

On Sunday September 23, Mons. 
Emilio Aranguren, bishop of the 
diocese of Holguín, Cuba, visited 
the General House. It will be in his 
diocese that the new community 
of Lavalla200>, will be opened in 
the Region Norte Arco, consisting 
of Brothers Jorge Gaio and Dione-
sio (Jong) Acosta, and the married  
couple of  lay Marists, Ricardo 
Miño and Silvia Pérez. 
The Brothers of the General House and 
the Brothers of the "Dawn" programme, 
together with the Superior General, 
shared the Eucharist and lunch with 
Mons. Emilio. Brother Jorge Gaio was 
also present representing the commu-
nity of Lavalla200>.
Everyone was impressed by the sim-
plicity of Mons. Emilio, as well as his 
passion for the mission and his vision 
for the future. During the homily, he 
spoke from the heart. He began by 
thanking the Brothers for all that he 
had received during his formation 
as a Marist primary pupil , referring 
as much to his religious values as to 
his academic formation. He pointed 
out that, during his time in prison as 
a young man, this sustained him and 
gave him strength, praying to Mary 
with the "Bendita sea tu pureza" and 

other prayers that he learned as a boy 
with the Marists. 
Mons. Emilio is at this time the pres-
ident of the Conference of Bishops of 
Cuba and he says that, of the twelve 
current bishops, three of them are 
Maristpast pupils.  
Mons. Emilio played a key role in bring-
ing back the Brothers to Cuba in 2001. 
He mentioned that at the moment 
there is a community in Cienfuegos and 
another in la Habana and that there is a 
Marist presence in the diocese of Hol-
guín, for which he is very  happy and 
thankful. 
At the close of the celebration, Brother 
Ernesto Sánchez, our Superior General, 
thanked D. Emilio for his presence and 
for his great support of the Marists in 
that country. He gave him as a souve-
nir of this visit an Image of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, embroidered on cloth. 
After the Salve Regina, D. Emilio 
approached and kissed the stat-
ue of our Good Mother with great 
devotion, having commented how 
happy he was when celebrating the 
Eucharist for the first time at the 
same altar as that used by St. Mar-
cellin, next to the original statue of 
the Good Mother that belonged to 
Champagnat. 

During lunch, which was celebrated 
with great Marist spirit, there were no 
shortages of Marist anecdotes of the 
time when D. Emilio was a  Marist stu-
dent and  in his recent meetings with 
fellow past pupils.  
The occasion served as an opportunity 
to discuss a number of details with re-
gard  to the new foundation. It showed 
a great openness to dialogue, to shar-
ing with the laypeople and  an offer 
was made of resources, so that the 
new community could have a period of 
discernment to contribute in the mis-
sion of the Church based on our Marist 
charism.  
Mons. Emilio invited the Marists of 
Champagnat to act together, to be an 
innovative sign of the Kingdom of God 
and to present the Marian face which is 
characteristic of the Marist vocation. 

mic - marist international center

44 brothers maKe their temporary proFessions

Forty-four brothers residing at the Marist International Center 
in Nairobi, Kenya, renewed their temporary vows on Aug. 26.
They recommitted themselves to living as Marist Brothers 
for another year during Mass, which was presided by Father 
Joseph Karbo.
During this profession, they entered into their second, third 
and fourth years of consecration as well as in their years of 
professional studies and formation.
They reside at the Marist International Center (MIC) and 
study at the Marist International University College (MIUC).
Brother Albert Nzabonaliba, superior of the MIC, received 
the vows on behalf of superior general Brother Ernesto 
Sánchez.
There are 76 brothers at the community of the Center, 
known as the MIC.
It currently has 67 brother students, which come from five 
administrative units: the district of West Africa, and the 

provinces of Madagascar, Southern Africa, Nigeria, and East 
Central Africa.
There are 22 brothers studying in the first year, 17 in the 
second, 18 in the third and 10 in the fourth.
The MIC now has nine formators who are accompanying the 
young brothers.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4900
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4897
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marist world

Brazil
Umariaçú - Lavalla200> Tabatinga

Syria: a 4 day workshop on resilience
for the Blue Marists

Spain
El Escorial - Horizontes 2018

Uruguay
New Provincial Council of Cruz del Sur

India
LaValla Evening study centre

Spain: Colegio Ntra Sra de Guadalupe
Navalmoral de la Mata

contemplatiVes in action: itineraries in search For god

retreat oF brothers and laity in the sul-amaZonia proVince

A retreat for brothers and lay people 
was held in Veranópolis, Brazil, from 
Sept. 9 – 15 on ‘Contemplatives in Ac-
tion: Itineraries in search of God’.

There were 22 brothers and 10 lay peo-
ple who attended, which were advised 
by the Coordinators of Consecrated 
Life and Lay, Br Genuino Benini, Gus-
tavo Balbinot and Regina Biasibetti.

Inspired by the retreat programmes 
of the Interamerican Spirituality Net-
work, there were four itineraries of 
human formation: search and con-
templation of God within, in the oth-
er and in the world, in interiority, in 
prayer and in one’s life project.

They worked on the Call of the XXII 
General Chapter and the relationship 
between brothers and laity, both re-
sponsible for the Marist charism in 
the midst of the realities of the world 

and in the place 
where they live 
and carry out their 
mission.

There were mo-
ments of prayer 
and silence and 
of sharing life and 
vocation.

In the province of 
Sul-Amazonia, the 
retreats of brothers and lay people 
take place in three forms: Experience 
of God (2 days), Presence of God (2 
days) and Deepening (6 days).

In recent years, the Institute has in-
vited the Marists of Champagnat to 
carry out experiences of joint for-
mation and shared life: brothers and 
lay people. Responding to that call, 
the Marist province of Brazil Sul-Am-

azonia offers that experience since 
2015.

In recent years, the Institute has in-
vited the Marists of Champagnat to 
carry out experiences of joint forma-
tion and shared life: brothers and lay 
people. Responding to that call, the 
Marist Province Brazil Sul-Amazonia 
has been offering that experience 
since 2015.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4898
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Oct. 01 – 26: Spanish and Portuguese programme for 
bursars in Curitiba, Brazil/ At the beginning of the pro-
gram – Br Libardo Garzón, Econome General, and Br Óscar 
Martín, General Councillor.

Oct. 02 – 04: Assembly of Association St. Marcellin Cham-
pagnat in Adelaide, Australia – Br Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, 
Vicar General, Br Ken McDonald and Br Ben Consigli, Gen-
eral Councillors, Br Tony Leon, director of Brothers Today.

Oct. 3 – 28: Synod on “Youth, faith and vocational dis-
cernment” at the Vatican – Br Ernesto Sanchez, Superior 
General           .

Oct. 5 – 6: Cmi Anniversary Celebration in Mindelheim, 
Germany – Br João Carlos do Prado, General Councillor, 
and Valdícer Fachi, Director of Cmi Department.      

Oct. 8 – 12: Visit to the Marist mission in Giasnogor, Ban-
gladesh – Federica De Benedittis and Mario Colucci, of 
FMSI.

Oct. 8 – 12: Universal Periodic Review of Mexico before 
the United Nations, in Geneva, Switzerland – Br Álvaro 
Sepúlveda, of FMSI. 

Oct. 10 – 16: Meeting of the Extended Laity Secretariat in 
Mexico City, Mexico – Brothers Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa 
and João Carlos do Prado, General Councillors, Raúl Ama-
ya, Agnes Reyes and Pep Buetas, Director and Assistant 
Directors of the Secretariat for the Laity. 

Oct. 14: Beatification of Archbishop Óscar Romero 

and Pope Paul VI, in Rome – Broth-
ers Ernesto Sánchez, Superior Gen-
eral and Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar 
General.

Oct. 16 – 18: Faith Action for Children 
on the Move: Global Partners Forum, 
in Rome – FMSI Child Rights Unit par-
ticipation, Br Rick Carrey, Br Álvaro 
Sepúlveda and Cassandra Schum-
acher.

Oct. 16 – 17: Contact visit to Mexico 
Occidental Province – Brothers Ken 
McDonald and João Carlos do Prado, 
General Councillors.

Oct. 16 – 19: Executive Committee of 
Bedford Fund in New York City, USA – 
Br Libardo Garzón, Econome General.

Oct. 18 – 21: Provincial Chapter México Central, in Mexico 
City – Br Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General, Ken McDon-
ald and João Carlos do Prado, General Councillors.

Oct. 19 – 22: Retreat East Asia Province in the Philippines 
– Br Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa, General Councillor.

Oct. 23 – 24: Brazil Marist Volunteer forum (Fórum do Vol-
untariado do Brasil Marista) in Porto Alegre, Brazil – Broth-
er Valdícer Fachi, Director of Cmi Department.       

Oct. 25 – 27: Workshop on International Leadership in 
Rome – the General Council and Br Libardo Garzón, Eco-
nome General.

Oct. 25 – 29: Assembly of Lay Marists of Peru, in Lima, 
Peru – Raúl Amaya, Director of the Secretariat for the La-
ity.

Oct. 28 – 30: FMSI Board in Rome – Br Ken McDonald, 
President of FMSI, Br Libardo Garzón, Econome General, 
Marzia Ventimiglia, Director of FMSI.                            

Oct. 29 – 31: Committee Communications – Brothers João 
Carlos do Prado and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa, General 
Councillors, and Luiz da Rosa, Director of Communica-
tions Department.

Oct. 29 – Nov. 01: Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Network of Universities in Lima, Peru – Brothers Luis 
Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General, and Beto Rojas, Director 
of Secretariat of Education and Evangelization.

october 2018

calendar oF the general council and directors oF secretariats

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4902
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blessed and martyr

br. henri Vergès

We are in the eve of a significant event 
for our Institute: very soon, Brother 
Henri Vergès will be enthroned to the 
roll of our holy brothers. He will not 
be alone! He will be part of a pleiad of 
martyrs, victims of religious extrem-
ism of the 90s in Algeria.

When our Marist Brothers schools was 
nationalized by the State, Brother 
Henri, who had been director of 
one of them (Saint Bonaven-
ture School, in Algiers), 
decided not to return to 
France, his homeland, but 
to remain in the country 
in order to keep and 
deepen the fruitful 
ecumenical dialogue 
that he maintained 
with Muslim leaders. 
Since he could not 
renew his contract 
with the National 
Education, at the re-
quest of the bishop, 
he begin to work in a 
library, where he wel-
comed young students 
from the quarter of Kas-
bah. In the daily service 
to the more than a thou-
sand young people who 
attended the library, Henri 
gave witness to the Gospel and 
the love of the merciful God by 
concrete gestures of affection and 
words of life. We know the history. 
One Sunday, May 8, 1994, he died in 
his work place.

In 1976, During the XVI General Chap-
ter, I had the opportunity to work with 
Brother Henri, both participating in 

the same Commission on Formation.  
Even though he was a missionary to 
Algeria, he represented in the Chap-
ter, as an elected member, one of the 
former French Provinces. His rich, 

lulled and thoughtful contributions to 
the discussions contribution almost 
always revolved around the need for 
those in formation to be made aware 

of the importance of interreligious di-
alogue and ecumenism, two themes 
now present in the calls of the Global 
Charismatic Family.

Who would have predicted that, years 
later, this peaceful and generous 
Brother would give his life out of love 
for a people he learned to love? Living 

saints do not wear haloes, nor are 
they distinguished by spectacu-

lar gestures. What characterize 
them, for sure, is the authen-

ticity of their convictions 
and the coherence of 
their options. Through-
out my life I have lived 
with holy brothers and 
I have met men and 
women of God, each 
illuminating, as a 
true lighthouse, the 
existence of those 
around them. I could 
mention Brother 
Basílio Rueda, Car-
dinal Eduardo Piro-

nio, Dr. Zilda Arns, the 
gaúcho Brother Firmi-

no, missionary to Africa, 
Bishop Hélder Câmara 

and many others! Extraor-
dinary men and women in 

the ordinary actions of the 
every day life!

By incredible blindness we have left 
to recognize the saints only after they 
have left us! Are not we at this mo-
ment shouldering some saint? Look 
out! Praise and thank God for the 
saints who work alongside us!

Br. Claudino Falchetto
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