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genereal administration

The Conference of Superiors of 
the African Continent held its An-
nual General Meeting of 2019 in 
Nairobi (Kenya), at the Marist In-
ternational Centre (MIC) commu-
nity, from Monday 28th January to 
Saturday 2nd February.

During this meeting, the CSAC 
members discussed their identity 
as a Regional Conference and their 
mission. They considered possibil-
ities for greater collaboration for 
increased vitality across the Re-
gion.

Based on the context of the con-
tinent, the CSAC members chose 
priorities areas where they would 
like to grow at this time: Mission 
Team, Sustainability and Finances, 
Formation Commission, Communi-
ty life area; having an operation-
al model of communication (see 
schema).

The reflection helped to formulate general objectives for 
each one of the priorities. The five tasks were distributed 
among the CSAC members, in order to propose a way for-
ward for each one.

Another topic of great importance was the post-novitiate, 
the MIC.  Since the meeting took place in that formation 
house, CSAC members were able to discuss topics such 
as the community life, the identity of this center of forma-
tion, as well as the programs and studies that the young 

•  During this second week of Plenary Session, the General 
Council reflected on some themes (Solidarity, FMSI, Gen-
eral House), decided some appointments and continued 
to prepare the meeting with the Provincials in March. The 
last part of the week is reserved for a retreat: 3 days at 
Nemi. 
•  On Monday, for the second time, the ad hoc commission 
on legal and canonical structures for the General Adminis-
tration met. It is made up of Brothers Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, 

Ben Consigli, Óscar Martín, Libardo Garzón, Carlos Alberto 
Rojas, Juan Miguel Anaya and Mr. Luca Olivari.
•  On Tuesday and Wednesday, Brother Tony Leon, director 
of the Secretariat Brothers Today, meets with the ongoing 
formation team and community of Manziana.
•  Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas, director of the Secretariat 
for Education and Evangelization, participated in the tenth 
edition of the “Café-Coloquio” of the IEM of the UPSA in 
Salamanca and Santiago.

mission, sustainability, formation, community life and communication

meeting of the conference of superiors of the african continent

http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5033


Marist News 564

213 February 2019

brothers are following in the MIUC.  There were also op-
portunities to have several formal and informal encoun-
ters with the Brothers of the Formation Team of the Center, 
as well as with the Scholastics.

A special invitee to the meeting was Br Tony Clark from 
the International Community of the Lavalla200>program 
based in Atlantis, South Africa, close to Cape Town.  Broth-
er Tony had the opportunity to thank the five AU’s for their 
interest and financial contribution to the establishment 
and running costs of this community. He also spoke to the 
CSAC members about the process of formation of the com-
munity, which is continuing, especially with the coming of 
a Brazilian couple; the ministry that they are doing already, 
their plans and budget for the near future, as well as their 
successes and areas of challenge.

The CSAC is formed by the Major Superiors of the 5 Marist 
Administrative Units in the African Region: Brothers Cypri-
an Gandeebo (West Africa District), Vincent Abadom (Ni-
geria), Théoneste Kalisa (Africa Centro East), Michel Mami 
(Madagascar) and Norbert Mwila (Southern Africa). The 
secretary of the CSAC is Brother Teodoro Grageda.

Br Albert Nzabonaliba – The MIC superior was invited to 
take part in the meeting. The General Councillors, Brothers 
Óscar Martín and Ken McDonald, also attended.

The leaders of the AU’s of the continent will have their 
next meeting in Rome (1st – 2nd March), as all of them 
will be present at the General House for the meeting of 
Provincials and District Leaders.

interprovincial novitiate la valla 

five new novices in medellín

On 2 February five new Brothers of-
ficially entered the Interprovincial 
Novitiate La Valla de Medellín, Co-
lombia. 

The formation team, consisting of 
Brother José MiguelCaballero (Prov-
ince of Norandina), Master of Novic-
es; Brother Alejandro Herrera (Prov-
ince of Central America), Sub-Master 
of Novices; and Brother Enrique Ruiz 
(Province of Central Mexico), re-
ceived them with a warm welcoming 
ceremony. 

The five first year Brothers came to 
the Novitiate to continue their Marist 
formation. They are: Kevin Andrés 
Quezada Rojas (Ecuador, Norandina), 
Ricardo Alfredo Mundo Dueñas (El 
Salvador, Central America), Cristhi-
an Arley Sandoval Urrea and Hernán 
Darío Casanova Ortiz (Colombia, 
Norandina) and Nikolas Charikiopou-
los (Greece, L´Hermitage). 

The Interprovincial Novitiate, La Val-
la de Medellín, comprises the Prov-
inces of Central America, Central 
Mexico, Western Mexico and Noran-
dina. However,  for these two years 
the Province of L´Hermitage has one 
novice from Greece

In the Eucharistic celebration the 
novices were introduced to three 
important elements of the Institute 

of the Marist Brothers: the Consti-
tutions, the calls of the XXII General 
Chapter and the Marist Cross.  

Also present at the welcoming cer-
emony were Brothers César Rojas 
(Provincial of Norandina), José Sán-
chez (Provincial of Central Mexico), 
Hipólito Pérez (Provincial of Central 
America), Héctor Colala, Councillor 
for the Province of Norandina, Javier 
Peña(Central Mexico), the communi-

ties of Santo Domingo and the Novi-
tiate, as well as Father Rodrigo Ortiz. 

The second year of the Novitiate of 
La Valla de Medellín consists of five 
other novices: Oscar Israel Souber-
vielle, Jorge Edgar Almanza and Yar-
ib Zain Daza (Mexicans, Province of 
Central Mexico), Oscar Bolívar (Co-
lombian) and Junior Vinicio Jaramillo 
(Ecuadorian); both from the Norandi-
na Province. 

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5032
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In February 1823, Marcellin Cham-
pagnat came close to fainting in the 
snow, but instead of losing hope, he 
prayed the “Memorare” and entrust-
ed himself to the Virgin Mary.
This event is celebrated in the Marist 
World on 15 February with the evo-
cation “Memorare in the Snow” which 
brings to mind the exhausted itinerary 
under the snow that Father Champag-
nat and Brother Stanislaus made on 
their way home, after having visited 
Brother John the Baptist, who was ill. 
Realizing that it was impossible to 
continue and that they were lost, 
Father Marcellin entrusted himself 
to Our Lady and began to pray the 
“Memorare”.

memorare in the snow 

february 1823

Memorare

Remember,

O most gracious Virgin Mary, 

that never was it known 

that anyone who fled to thy pro-

tection, 

implored thy help, 

or sought thy intercession 

was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, 

I fly to thee, 

O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; 

to thee do I come; 

before thee I stand, 

sinful and sorrowful. 

O Mother of the Word Incarnate, 

despise not my petitions, 

but in thy mercy hear and answer 

me. 

Amen

“In the month of February 1823, one of the Brothers of Bourg-Argental as 
seriously ill and Father Champagnat did not want his child to die without see-
ing him once more and giving him his blessing. The weather was bad and the 
ground covered with snow, but he was not deterred from making his way on 
foot to visit the patient, once he heard of his dangerous state. After consoling 
the Brother and blessing hi m, he made ready to return to La Valla, despite 
the efforts to dissuade him because of the great quantity of snow which had 
fallen that same day, and the blizzard that was still raging. However, drawing 
on his courage, he chose to resist the pleading of the Brothers and the advice 
of his friends. He soon had reason to regret that choice.
With Brother Stanislaus at his side, he started for La VaHa, across the moun-
tains of Pilat; but they had walked for hardly two hours when they lost their 
way. As there was no trace of a path, they were forced to rely on luck or rather 
on the protection of God. A violent wind hurled the snow into their faces, 
making it so difficult to see that they didn’t know whether they were going 
backwards or forwards. After wandering for a few hours, the Brother became 
so worn out that Father Champagnat had to take him by the arm to lead him 
and to help him keep his feet. 1t wasn’t long, however, before he himself 
benumbed with cold and smothered with snow, felt his strength failing and 
was obliged to stop.
“My friend”, he admitted to the Brother, “we are finished, if the Blessed Virgin 
doesn’t come .to our aid; let us have recourse to her and beg her to rescue us 
from the danger we are in of losing our lives in these woods and this snow.” 
The words were scarcely out of his mouth when he felt the Brother slip from 
his grasp and fall exhausted to the ground. Full of confidence, he knelt down 
beside him, (now apparently unconscious), and said the Memorare with great 
fervour. After that prayer, he tried to raise the Brother again and to get him to 
walk. They had to ken only a few steps, when they noticed a light shining in 
the distance; for it was night. They made in the direction of the light and ar-
rived at a house, where they spent the night. They were both quite benumbed 
with cold, and the Brother especially was a long time recovering.
Father Champagnat declared, on several occasions, that if help had not ar-
rived right then, would both have perished and that the Blessed Virgin had 
snatched them from certain death.”

Jean-Baptiste Furet  - Life of José Benito Marcelino Champagnat

"

"

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5024
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education, prevention of sexual abuse, resilience and incapacity

meeting of the marist foundation with the international catholic office for the child

To "forward articulation and ex-
change with external networks and 
with other civil and ecclesiastic insti-
tutions": this is one of the strategies 
foreseen by the General Administra-
tion for the period 2017 - 2025.  
It is from here that FMSI (Marist Foun-
dation for International Solidarity) has 
continued to advance in articulation 
with the International Catholic Office 
for the Child (BICE). Between the 28th 
and 30th of January the Administra-
tion Meeting took place in Paris. One 
of the most significant points was the 
definition of the strategic Plan 2019 
- 2022. It means to highlight the the-
matic priorities which are: education, 
prevention of sexual abuse, resilience 
and incapacity.  
BICE consists of a wide network of 
Catholic organizations that work 
particularly in France, Latin America, 
Eastern Europe, francophone Africa 
and Asia.  
The coordination with the Marist In-

stitute, through FMSI, has forwarded 
the consolidation of national allianc-
es among organizations interested 
in promoting the rights of the child 
(Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Guatemala). 
Also, to carry on the formation, it has 
more than enough resilience tutors 

for new places such as Lebanon, Syr-
ia, Andalusia (Spain), Haiti and, now 
also, in South Africa.  
This is a very concrete form of con-
tinuing to promote the rights of the 
child together with others through-
out the world.

marist world

Sri Lanka
Marist International Novitiate

Syria: Brother Juan Carlos Fuertes, Provincial of 
Mediterránea, visits the Blue Marists

United States
"Come and see" - Vocational ministry

Italy: Marist Community of San Leone Magno, 
Rome

Mexico
Irapuato

General House: World Day for Consecrated 
Life: Marists of Champagnat

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5031
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The Team of Marist Lay Formation fa-
cilitators of the Marist School of No-
tre Dame of Cotabato, in Philippines, 
Marist Province of East Asia, met on 
January 25 to evaluate, update, and 
plan for their Marist Lay Formation 
Program in preparation for the new 
academic year.
The Marist School, through the com-
mitment of its Team of Marist Lay 
Formation facilitators, namely, Dr. 
Angela Undar, Mrs. Cheryl Biare, and 
Mr. Jano Dalumpines, spearheaded 
the implementation of the Marist Lay 
Formation. All of them are assisted by 
the encouraging support of brothers 
present in the community.
During its initial formation stage 
which began in 2017, one participant 
commented on the significance of 
the program: “I realized that there’s 
a calling within us and we answered 
that calling St. Marcellin Champagnat 
entrusted us to fulfill, that is, doing 
the mission as Marist Lay, to educate 
and love the youth. We are called to 
practice God’s presence in our cho-
sen endeavor.” 
Considering the feedback expressed, 
particularly on the suggestion to car-
ry on with a monthly formation ses-
sion, the Team of Facilitators, orga-
nized once-a-month series of session 
inputs and processes appropriate for 
the different levels of personnel: The 
Administrators’ group had their ses-

sions with Dr. Undar, the mid-level 
personnel with Mrs. Biare and the pro-
bationary personnel with Mr. Dalump-
ines.  The Team, prior to carrying-out 
their responsibility, attended ses-
sions on capacity building for facilita-
tors of lay formation convened by the 
East Asia Province Laity Desk. As the 
program progressed, follow-through 
and sharing of resource materials, 
feedback-giving and joint planning 
on ways forward were undertaken to 

ensure deepening and sustainability 
in the animation of Laity.
For the new academic year, the Team 
aligns its formative on-going session 
themes with the calls of the 22nd 
General Chapter.  They hope to put in 
place in the new School Year 2019-
2020, spaces of encounter that will 
provide opportunities for all person-
nel to be continually formed with the 
values that shape the distinct identity 
of the Marists of Champagnat.

philippines: mission as marist lay

notre dame of cotabato commits to marist formation

Starting in March, our newsletter will be sent with MailChimp, one of the 
most popular systems for managing mailing lists and sending material by 
email. MailChimp will also manage the mailing list. 
Due to that change, it is necessary to renew your own subscription in order 
to continue receiving Marist News. 

Subscribe now to our new mailing list by clicking on this address:
https://goo.gl/zjvAAp

See here (http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5026)
more details about this change. 

changes in marist news

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5027


Marist News 564

613 February 2019

Dear Marists of Champagnat
Our journey began in Guatemala on 
December 1 last year, when we par-
ticipated in the retreat, animated 
by H. Emili Turú, with brothers and 
laypeople from Central America. It 
was a special way of getting to know 
something of the Marist presence in 
Guatemala and El Salvador. We were 
made to feel welcome and part of 
the family. On December 17, in the 
company of Br. Hipólito, Provincial of 
Central America and Br. Jesús, from 
the community of Cienfuegos, we 
arrived in Havana and spent sever-
al days with the brothers: Hector, 
Jesús and Chema. We also attend-
ed the Intercommunity meeting be-
tween the two Marist communities 
of Cuba. Monsignor Emilito also wel-
comed us and provided us with his 
insights into our new context. He in-
vited us to value "small steps, little 
things, the anonymous, the gradual, 
the hidden, seeing from below, with 
hope." We must start the process of 
"embedding" ourselves: To look, lis-
ten, contemplate, learn, get close to 
the people, their realities, the histo-
ry and culture of Cuba. We need to 
make contact with various people 
and organizations to know how the 
evangelizing mission of the church is 
carried out.
On December 24th we traveled to 
Cienfuegos to celebrate Christmas 
and New Year's Day with the broth-
ers: José Antonio, Jesús and Teo. 
Over some days we visited several 
parishes and communities (mission 
centres). We were surprised by the 
joy of the people at being able to cel-

ebrate Christmas this year with more 
freedom and diversity of expres-
sions: Novenas, Christmas Festivals, 
celebrations. We participated in the 
Christmas meeting of Pastoral agents 
of the diocese and we were able to 
talk with several people and families. 
It was very rich to hear their testimo-
ny of faith in the midst of this diffi-
cult and hard context, as well as the 
affection and appreciation for all the 
brothers who have been members of 
this community. During these days we 
shared life with the brothers at prayer, 
around the table and in very interest-
ing moments of reflection and anal-
ysis of the Cuban context. From the 

simplest: buying food, transportation, 
health issues, Internet... to history, po-
litical organization, education and the 
national church reality.
On January 4, after arranging the 
documents for the issuance of Iden-
tity Books, we travelled from Havana, 
with Mgr. Emilito, to Holguín. During 
the trip he explained the situation 
and organization of the diocese in 
greater detail and the dreams he has 
for the diocese. On our arrival in Hol-
guín, we found the house prepared 
with much affection, the fruit of the 
work of many people. Br. José Anto-
nio had travelled with us and stayed 
for a week, giving support and advice, 

montagne community - lavalla200>

a marist community has been established in holguín, cuba

The Marists have returned to the city of Holguín, Cuba, af-
ter an absence of 60 years. The International community 
Lavalla200> was launched publicly in the Cathedral, Janu-
ary 6, by Mons. Emilio Aranguren Echeverría, bishop of the 
Diocese of Holguín. 
As part of their mission the members of the Marist community 
have already been in contact with the residents of the neigh-
bourhood; they have met several times with the diocesan 
commissions, the parishes, the deprived neighbourhoods, 
the social services and several religious congregations.  

Forming part of the new community are: Brother Jorge 
Gaio (Province of Brasil Centro-Sul), Brother Dionesio De 
Vera, JR Acosta (Province of East Asia), Mrs. Silvia Margarita 
Pérez and Mr. Ricardo Antonio Miño Barreno (Province of 
Santa María de los Andes). 
The International community Lavalla200> in Holguín, is 
now the third Marist presence in Cuba, following those of 
Cienfuegos and Havana.
Below can be found the detailed report sent by the mem-
bers of the community. 

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5029
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something he will continue to do 
from a distance.
On January 6th, the Feast of the Epiph-
any of the Lord, we were presented in 
the cathedral to the whole commu-
nity, after sixty years of the absence 
of Marists from Holguin. In this same 
celebration the young people who 
would participate in the World Youth 
Day in Panama were commissioned 
and there was an opening ceremony 
for celebrating the 40 years of the 
diocese. The 
image of the 
immaculate 
Virgin that 
had been at 
the Marist 
College of 
Holguín for 
many years 
was also 
welcomed. 
Now, after 
being re-
stored, it 
will be in 
the cathe-
dral. In front 
of this beau-
tiful image 
we sang 
grateful and 
c o n f i d e n t 
"Our Good 
Mother, I am here", putting our lives in 
her hands. Afterwards, some ex-stu-
dents came to greet us, sharing happy 
memories of the brothers.
During this month we have met with 
Monsignor Emilito several times, and 
visited the parishes and communi-
ties of the city, the slums and differ-

ent organizations 
that might provide a 
base for our ministry. 
We have contacted 
a number of priests 
and religious con-
gregations, as well as 
those responsible for 
diocesan commis-
sions. We have met 
many people and 
families linked to the 
church, experts in 
local culture, univer-

sity people and professionals from 
different walks of life. The people we 
have met have been really open and 
willing to collaborate. We have also 
come into contact with children, teen-
agers, young people and the elderly. 
We visited the sanctuary of Our Lady 
of Charity, with a statue made of cop-

per, and the city of Santiago. We have 
got organized as a community: our 
prayer rhythm, buying and preparing 
food, cleaning the house, spaces and 
times of personal and community re-
flection, as well as language learning 
for Jong and Jorge. All these experi-
ences and encounters have allowed 
us to get closer and closer to the real-
ity of this beloved Cuban people with 
its lights and shadows, joys and sor-
rows, frustrations and hopes. All this 
is part of our discernment process 
that will continue as we make our way 
on this sacred soil.
We count on your prayers that the 
Spirit of Jesus, our Good Mother and 
Champagnat will continue to encour-
age and enthuse us to be accomplices 
of the Spirit’s mission.

Comunidad Montagne
Lavalla200> Holguín

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5029
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5029
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5029
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Our website: http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

Follow us:
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

From the 14th until the 26th 
of January, Brothers Miguel An-
gel Santos V. (Provincial), Jesus 
Hernández (Vice provincial) and 
Luis Enrique Rodríguez (Superior 
of the Sector), visited the Marist 
Sector of Haiti which belongs to 
the Province of México Occidental.     

On their arrival at Port au Prince, 
they were welcomed by Jean 
Mance and Antonio Cavazos, and 
then taken to the scholasticate.     

As part of their journey, the 3 
Marist Brothers visited the Pos-
tulancy in Les Cayes which has 
10 postulants. Here the Council 
of the Sector organized a session 
for reflection in which Brother Je-
sus and Brother Miguel Angel took 
part and they spoke with the pos-
tulants on different topics, among 
them, the spreadingof the five 
calls of the General Chapter.     

Later on, the Brothers visited the 
Community of Jérémie which has 
13 novices, seven in their first year 
and six in their second who will make their first profes-
sion next June. Soon afterwards, they went to Dame Marie 
which has two buildings: the school "Notre-Dame de Fáti-
ma" and the School "Notre-Dame de la Nativité."      

Continuing their itinerary, the 3 Brothers came to the com-
munity of Latibolière where they met Brother Junel. There 
they visited the preparatory and secondary school, and 
they also saw the "restavek" programme for "adopted" 
children.     

When speaking of the Marist schools in Haiti, Brother Mi-
guel Angel observed that "similarly to the schools previ-
ously visited, Latibolière works marvels with a budget that 

barely covers its daily needs, and is directed by a lay direc-
tor, Mr. Demostene."     

During their stay in the novitiate at Jérémie, Brother Wil-
guins showed the visitors the sites of other Marist works: 
three buildings that are being constructed in front of the 
novitiate and  one  is expected to be finished by next April.     

After a warm encounter with the Brothers and novices of 
the Haitian communities with a Marist presence (Dame Ma-
rie, Jérémie and Latibolière), the three Brothers returned to 
the province of Western Mexico, on Saturday January 26.     

Read the complete report of the trip here, in Spanish or 
French.

marist schools do marvels with very little

brothers from western mexico visit the marist sector of haiti
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