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■  Between the 18th and 22nd of March, the General 
Councillors, Josep María Soteras and Ben Consigli will 
visit Fiji. Afterwards, they will visit New Zealand until 26th 
March.   
■  From 18th until 20th of March the meeting in the 
General House of the Board of Directors of FMSI, , with the 
participation of Brothers Ken McDonald, General Councillor, 
Libardo Garzón, Econome General and Rick Carey, director 
of FMSI.  
■  From 18th until 22nd of March, Brothers Tony León and 

Ángel Medina will take part in the meeting of the Interna-
tional Commission of Brothers Today.  
■  On  21st meeting of ongoing formation “Paths” begins 
in Manziana.  
■  Until 26th, Brothers Valdícer Fachi, director of Cmi and 
Jeff Crowe, director of Project Lavalla200, will be on a  vis-
it to the international community Atlantis, in South Africa.  
■  Brother Eugène Kabanguka, former Councillor General, 
is passing through the General House. He is transferring 
from Curitiba, Brazil, to Kigali, Rwanda.

The new Provincials met in the 
General House, from the 13th 
till the 15th of March, with the 

objective of creating synergy and to 
exercise their roles of service as a 
team. 

Among those present were Brother 
Provincials : Mervyn Perera (East Asia), 
Benê Oliveira, (Brazil Centro-Sul), 
Brother Michel M. Razafimandim-
by (Madagascar), Vincent Abadom 
(Nigeria), Raúl Schönfeld (Cruz del Sur), 
Robert Thunus (West Central Europe), 
Dominador Aquino Santiago (East Asia). 

Over the two days that the meeting 
lasted, the participants analyzed the or-
ganisational aspects related to personal 
and administrative processes together. 
They also shared their experiences of 
work, reflected on the pending topics 
and how to face difficult situations in the 
Provinces.

During the meeting, the Provincials 
also had a opportunity to examine their 
functions and combined work. 

Participating in the session, advising on 
the dynamics, were Brothers: Ernesto 

Sánchez (Superior General), Luis Carlos 
Gutiérrez (Vicar General), Juan Miguel 
Anaya (Procurator General), Carlos Hui-
dobro (General Secretary), Óscar Martin 
(General Councillor) and Libardo Garzón 
(General Bursar).

Exercising roles of service as a team

Meeting of new Provincials

general administration
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"W ork dealing with violence toward women and 
children with concentration on adolescents" are 
some of the main themes which will be included 

in the report to the United Nations which is being prepared by 
the Marist Sector of Bolivia together with other organizations 
from the civil sector.  

From February 24 until March 01 workshops were arranged 
in the cities of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and Cochabamba to 
discuss the Universal Periodic Exam, EPU. Also, advanced work 
was carried out on the written report which will be presented on 
March 28.  

Taking part in the workshops were 40 professionals from 15 
different organizations involving two networks: Religious in Unit-
ed Nations, RUN (Cochabamba), and the Network of Protection 
for children and women (Department of Sta. Cruz de la Sierra).   

To collaborate in this process, FMSI, the International Catholic 

Centre of Geneva, CCIG, and Edmund Rice International have 
received financing from the Canton of Geneva and from Adveni-
at. This has helped to support the preparation of the report and, 
later on, in the lobbying process to present their recommenda-
tions which are to be announced.   

Dealing with violence toward children and women

The Marist Sector of Bolivia    
prepares its Report for the United Nations

Mexico
Marist Mexico Occidental

Australia
Lavalla200> Mount Druitt

India: Marcellin Trust - Operation Rainbow 
celebrated Women's Day

Chile
Animation Teams

South Africa
Lavalla200> Atlantis

Fiji
Retreat in Lomeri

marist world
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s  ■  Canada  
In the course of the weekend, of the 
8th to 10th  March, the members of 
Sherbrooke Marist House spent some 
time together in the Champagnat Space 
of Lake Morgan, marked by family spirit, 
good humour  and simplicity.  

■  Santa María de loS andeS  
The Provincial communication team, 
together with a representative from 
Chile, Peru and Bolivia, met in Santia-
go to plan provincial integration, from 
the point of view of communication.  

■  lavalla200>  
On 10th March the international commu-
nity of Atlantis, South Africa, welcomed 
two new members: Juliana and Diogo, 
from the Province of Brasil Centro-Sur.  

■  new Zealand  
In February, there took place the 13th  
Edition of the Forum of student leaders 
(Student Leaders Forum), in Kaiapoi. 
The three and a half days were filled 
with enthusiasm and the leaders were 
presented as models of leadership 
of service, centred in Christ, with 
Marcellin and Mary as their partners 
and guides.  

■  United StateS  
The annual meeting of the seminar 
Sharing Our Mission took place in the 
Esopus Centre of the Marist Brothers, 
from the 16th until the 19th of March. 
This is an annual gathering of all the 
vocation animators and religious pres-
idents to suggest topics and common 
plans for the next school year.  

■  UMbraSil  
On the 19th and 20th of March, there 
took place the Combined Meeting of the 
Commissions of the Marist Union of Brazil, 
in Brazlândia. The objective of the meeting 
was to reflect on the current context and 
the challenges of Marist Brazil for 2019, 
and also to reflect on the proposal of the 
specific rules of each commission.

Life of The Brothers

The International Commission 
Brothers Today meets   
in the General House

The members of the International 
Commission Brothers Today will 
meet in the General House, from 

the18th to the23rd of March. Their goal 
is to review activities already carried out 
and also those projected, after three 
years of work. 

The Commission is comprised of Broth-
ers: Tony León (director of the Secretar-
iat Brothers Today), Angel Medina (dep-
utydirector of the Secretariat Brothers 
Today), Lindley Sionosa (East Asia), Luis 
Felipe González Ruiz (México Central), 
Sefo Une (District of the Pacific), Peter 
Rodney (Australia), Cyprian Gandeebo 
(Pace), Vincent Abadom (Nigeria), Márcio 
Henrique Ferreira da Costa (Bresil Cen-
tro Norte) and Aureliano García Man-
zanal (Province of Mediterránea). 

During the meeting members of the 
Commission representing all the regions 

of the Institute and supporting the Sec-
retariat Brothers Today, will share their 
work experiences, analyze the strategic 
plan of the Institute relating to the main 
initiatives carried out by the Secretariat 
Brothers Today and they will address the 
formation programmes. 

They will also make recommendations 
for the process of preparing the regional 
formation programmes (Animating 
Community, Spirituality and Vocations) 
and they will evaluate the process of 
the projects already carried out. The last 
day of the meeting will celebrate the 
conclusion of the period of three years 
of the International Commission Brothers 
Today.  

The new Commission will be appointed  
by the middle of this year and the new 
group will meet in October to define the 
activities for the next triennium. 
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Br. Christian Ndubisi Mbam

 “My community, Riimenze community, located in one of the 
new (Gbudue) states of South Sudan, had varied in member-
ship between six and three. At times, it was threatened even 
to reduce to two members. However, recently with the exit of 
two members and injection into it of one, we are left with three 
members, two Marist Brothers and one Religious of the Notre 
Dame de Mission, (RNDM) sister.

Our community is 
engaged in varied 
ministries. It is the nature 
of Riimenze commu-
nity that members are 
shifted from one ministry 
to another, depending 
on the need at a given 
time. So now we are 
engaged in Agriculture 
and school apostolates, 
I am engaged on both 
Agriculture and school 
apostolate in varying degrees. In fact, in Riimenze, we prefer to 
be known as principally engaged in the Apostolate of Presence. 
Even when engaged in a particular apostolate, we reach out to 
others. In the last two years, we have been surrounded by Inter-

nally Displace People. We have engaged with 
them, filling up the gaps left by international 
agencies providing some assistance to the 
people. We support a nursery primary school 
in whichever form we can. We have introduced 
Vocational training and Remedial classes for 
young men and women.

Agriculture is the basic apostolate of the community. It is 
comprised of near fifty hactres of agricultural land donated by 
the diocese of Tobura-Yambio. This farm is meant to supply the 
badly needed food to the Solidarity Teachers Training College 

South Sudan: 31 Religious and Laypeople from 19 congregations    
and 18 different nationalities

Brohters Christian Mbam and    
Longinus Uche in special mission in Africa
“The Solidarity Project of South Sudan is not a Relief Agency as such, but with the phenomenon of internal dis-
placement of so many people, it was created to provide them with services”, said Br. Christian Ndubisi Mbam, 
when talking about one of the challenges of the Solidarity project in South Sudan.
“I love every bit of my stay here though at times it becomes a challenge. The most trying difficulty here is the lack 
of human resources”, added Br. Longinus Uche Dimgba, who is also a member of this initiative.

The Solidarity Project of South Sudan (SSS), currently 
operates with 5 inter-congregational communities, 31 
Religious and Laypeople from 19 congregations and 18 
different nationalities.
Brothers Christian and Uche, from the Province of 
Nigeria, are working in the community of Riimen-
ze. They are both keen for other Marist Brothers to 
volunteer for this special mission in Africa.  We will 
continue to publish the articles they write to share 
their experience.
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less than an hour drive away. 
Being funded by Austrian 
Development Agency of the 
Austrian Government through 
Caritas, Austria it fulfills a 
second very important role 
of capacity building of the 
people of South Sudan by 
providing training in bet-
ter agricultural practices, 
hence with many internal 
and outreach training 
programmes.

The school apostolate 
sees us developing a 
good nursery school and 
riving the existing prima-
ry school. Recently from 
example we have just 
completed the refurbish-
ing the primary school 
and recruiting qualified teachers, from Solidarity Teachers 
training School, hoping that it will bring about a turn-around to 
the bastardized school. The school has witnessed changes in 
administration, from the mission to government and now back 
to the parish.

The rate of school dropouts among both boys and girls in South 
Sudan, and especially among girls is very high, and particu-
larly of a very deplorable state in the rural areas of our state, 
Gbudue State. Thanks to God, with our presence in Riimenze, 
a number of these young people 
are beginning to sense the need 
of education in their lives. This has 
prompted us to afford them with 
the opportunity to return to school 
by the introduction of Remedial 
classes. And also, for those who 
wish otherwise, in skills acquisition.

Solidarity is not a Relief Agency but 
with the phenomenon of internal 
displacement of people, it has 
responded by providing for the 
people. However, the needs of the 
IDP, is so enormous to meet that we 
have concentrated in caring for the 
aged and vulnerable of the camp, 
providing them with food, clothing 
and housing.

Br. Longinus Uche Dimgba

“I started work in Solidarity Teacher 
Training College, Yambio in 2015. The 
school opens each day with an assembly 
and prayer. The prayer accommodates 
every student’s taste.  Each semester 
also opens and closes with Eucharistic 
celebrations. It is a place nice to live and 
study and it is free of charge.

We used to graduate two sets of students each 
year but the security of the road deteriorated and 
we started graduating three sets in a year: April, 
August and December. Each year is a bit hectic.

 The classes are arranged in levels and we have 
four Levels.  Every semester qualifies a student to 
the next level on a good grade pass of the sub-
jects.  We have one semester of bridging class 
for those who speak Arabic. It is a nice school.  I 
wish they put into practice, at home, the spirit of 

unity inculcated in them.

The teachers we train are very useful to the primary schools all 
over the country.  Here in Riimenze six of them have resurrect-
ed our parish nursery and primary schools and we are very 
grateful to them.

Now I am in Riimenze, a 30 minutes’ driving from Yambio on 
a good road but it takes about an hour and a half to be there 
because of bad road. Life in Riimenze is good. 

Presently we are three in the communi-
ty, two brothers and one sister. On the 
9th of this month will be just my month 
in the community.  I work in the farm, 
feel the animals and visit the internal 
displaced people who are next to our 
entrance gate.

Generally, the people of South Sudan 
are good to live with. There are cheerful 
and accommodating. I thank God and 
the Marist Brothers for given me this op-
portunity. I love every bit of my stay here 
though at times it becomes a challenge.

The highest biting problem here is the 
lack of human resources.  There are too 
many things to be done each day”.



Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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Sri Lanka : Marist Asia Strategic Plan

Community Living Animation Team Meeting  
of the Asian Region

During the first quarter of 2018, the leaders of 
each Administrative Unit in Asian Region shared 
to the Brothers and Lay Marists the result of 

the Marist Asia Strategic Plan (2018-2027) which is 
in line with the new models of government and the 
membership of the different commissions, committee, 
and teams. One of the teams is the Community Living 
Animation Team (CLAT) with the task of animating and 
promoting vital Marist communities.

Last February 25–28, 2019, the Community Living 
Animation Team of the Asian region have met in 
Negombo, Sri Lanka.  Those present were Br. Mervyn 
Perera (Chairman), Br. Anselmo Kim, Br. Arnel Alfanta, 
Br. Devasiri Fernando, Br. Ernie Sentina, and Br. Jacobo 
Song. Br. Tony Leon (Secretariat of Brothers Today) and 
Br. Graham Neist (Australian) did an excellent job in helping and 
facilitating the meeting.

At the very first day, the group had reflected the Scripture pas-
sage about the Loaves and the fishes from the gospel of Mark 
during morning prayer, which set the mood of the day. Then, the 
sharing of the current realities of the region took place to give a 
clearer and broader sense of what is happening across the re-
gion. Since this was the first gathering, the team also discussed 
and clarified its role within the Asian Strategic Plan, its mandate 
and other implications as to how the team should proceed in 
fulfilling its task.

In this three-day gathering, significant experiences and valuable 
insights were shared by each one:

• The lesson of the ‘Loaves and Fishes' that all the resources 
we need to take up the Holy Spirit's gift of the community are 
within us, the brothers and lay Marists of the region.

• The Contemplative practice of taking a ‘Second Loving Look’ 
in the context of reviewing our community living.

• The experience of living a Fraternal Communion of brothers 
from across the various cultures in Asia.

• The concept of Person, Context and System - It is critical that 
our personal and systemic perspectives always stay connected 
to the reality of our context where the Holy Spirit is active in the 
now.

• ‘Light and Shadow’ - ‘Blessing and Pain’: The role of commu-
nity animation focus on the whole rather than the parts. i.e. The 
nourishment of the wholeness of the community rather than the 
management of the individuals.

At the end of the meeting, everyone committed himself, as a 
team, in advancing the task of animating Marist community 
living in the Asian region.


