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■  From March 24th to 31st, Br. Alvaro Sepulveda is in Gene-
va to accompany the impact of the Marist reports inherent to 
the rights of children in Costa Rica and Nicaragua.
■  From March 25th to April 3rd, the General Councilors, 
Brothers Ken McDonald and Óscar Martín, are visiting the 
Province of Southern Africa.
■  From March 29th to April 10th, Br. Beto Rojas, from 
the Secretariat of Education and Evangelization, will par-
ticipate in the meeting of the VIII Assembly of the Marist 

International Network of Institutions of Higher Education 
in Lima (Peru).
■  From March 29th to April 4th, the General Councilors, 
Brothers Ben Consigli and Josep Maria Soteras, will visit the 
community of Port Moresby, in Papua New Guinea.
■  Brother Libardo Garzón, Economy general, will be in Nige-
ria to participate in a workshop on sustainability.
■  From April 1st to 3rd, brothers Angel Medina and Jeffrey 
Crow will visit the community of L'Hermitage.

On March 15th in Rubi, Catalonia, 
it took place the annual meeting 
of the 14 social works of the 

Hermitage province.
This network takes care of a thousand 
children, youngsters and their families, 
in centres where the young people can 
spend some time or live.
Around a 100 educators took part to 
this event called “Defending the rights 
of the children: an essential element of 
our mission”.
With the presence of the authorities, 
both secular and ecclesiastic, it was 
deepened the importance of preventing 
gross violations such as sexual abuse 
and promoting in full the human rights 
of children and adolescents.
FMSI was invited to have their say with 
an important expert from the UN, Dr. 
Jorge Cardona, and 2 teenagers who 
attended the Centro Abierto Compartir 
in el Pinar, Rubì, Chaima Farzouz and 

Siham Azzaouyat.
According to Mr Cadorna, in the social 
sphere the challenge should be “to 
eradicate poverty, but not as usually 
intended: the lack of access to health 
and education are also a form of pover-
ty and here we have to put in place our 

social action”.
Br. Alvaro Sepulveda, FMSI, insisted 
on the concept of “promoting a good 
treatment and protection able to 
empower the children and not smother 
them. This means to protect them and 
respecting their human rights”.

Around 100 educators took part to the event
promoting children’s rights

Meeting of the 14 Marist
social works in Catalonia

general administration
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In March, the Region South Ameri-
ca celebrates three years of action.  
Founded officially in 2016, it has the 

premise to strengthen internationality 
in the Marist Institute.  It is the time to 
recognize and to give impulse to the 
synergy movement and of cooperation 
of the Administrative Units responsible 
for the Marist Mission in Argentina, 
Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Peru and 
Uruguay.   

Horizons of the acting of the Region 
The proposal of the Region is to in-
crease projects and common initiatives, 
which will fortify the Marist evangelizing 
Charism, with presence in the overall se-
ries of works that promote life by means 
of education, health, social work and 

missionary action in the whole continent.  
Among the objectives, there is the one 
of identifying and developing charismatic 
leaderships and the care of the social, 
cultural, environmental, pastoral and 
economic dimension, guaranteeing the 
perennial nature of the mission.   

That synergic development of the Units 
also aims at collaborating for the mission 
in a solidarity manner and with joint 
responsibility, always attentive to the 
signs of the realities of the world to be a 
transforming presence in all the spaces 
of Marist action.

Regional Joint action strengthens the Marist Life and Mission

Region South America celebrates    
three years of action

Canada
Reflections on climate change

Portugal: Inauguration of the association "MarCha 
Portugal Youth Association"

South Africa
Three2Six Project

Fiji
Marist Kindergarten in Suva

Mexico
Formarme, Merida

Australia
Lavalla200> Mount Druitt

marist world
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Marist District of Asia

Following in the footsteps       
of Champagnat in Asia

The Marists in VN are 4 local 
brothers, 7 foreigner brothers and 
3 local lay Marist. There are 3 

communities: Two in the South and one 
in the North.
One community in the South is a forma-
tion house. Five brothers are working 
in Vocation Ministry, “Come and See” 
program, Candidacy program and Aspi-
rancy program. At the moment we have 
a good number of young men discerning 
their vocation.
The other community in the South is 
developing a project that assists the 
returnees’ people who come back to 
VN after some years in Cambodia. They 
have no houses, no papers and no 
money. They live around a lake in poor 
conditions and the children cannot go 
to the regular school.  In this project 
work 3 brothers and some volunteers 
who are trying to help these families, 
particularly the children with informal 
education. However, we are still in the 
beginning of this project, facing some 
challenges to fully implement it.
The community in the North works 
as FMSI VN.  There are 3 brothers 
and some volunteers, teaching En-
glish, assisting English teachers in 
the surrounding schools, teaching the 
blind, teaching music, and assisting 
some poor families. Local and foreigner 
volunteers who join to the program, 
some of them stay with the Marist 
Community.
At this moment the community is ex-
ploring the possibility to open a similar 
project in a new province, North VN. It 
is an invitation from the local authori-
ties.
We are happy with the work of our 
Good Mother in VN, it is Her work! 
With patience and hope we move on 
overcoming everyday challenges. The 
expectation is to have every year more 

local brothers in VN and in other coun-
tries in the Marist District of Asia. Soon 

we will have our first final professed VN 
brothers.

B rother Julián Solís Pasos pronounced his perpetual vows on Saturday, March 16 
(day of Santa María) in Mérida, Yucatán.
Brother Miguel Ángel Santos Villarreal, Provincial of Western Mexico, received 

the vows of Julian, while the Eucharistic celebration was presided by Fr. Raúl Hum-
berto Lugo Rodríguez.
Brother Julian was accompanied at the ceremony by his parents, relatives, brothers 
and friends. He committed himself to the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience 
perpetually, according to the 
constitutions of the Institute 
of the Little Brothers of Mary, 
in the Chapel of the Montejo 
School.
The solemn moments of the 
perpetual consecration were 
the call, the rite of consecra-
tion, the interrogation, the 
vows and the signatures.
After the Eucharist, the 
ceremony continued with a 
lunch together in  the field of 
the Montejo School. 

Province of Western Mexico

Perpetual Profession of    
Br. Julián Solís Pasos
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“Thanks to my volunteering at the Marist General House 
in Rome, and with FMSI, I had the chance to live one 
of the best experiences of my life so far. I flew to Jo-

hannesburg in October to help out with the Three2Six project. 
It was established in 2008 and it is important 
because it takes care of the refugee children 
giving them an education and stimulating their 
creativity with other activities.

On my first day, the Sacred Heart Principal 
introduced me to the school staff and the other 
international volunteers.     

During my stay I had two main tasks to carry 
out:  for the first month, I attended the Obser-
vatory Girls School, where I helped out Mr. Chapepa, respon-
sible for the school library, while in the afternoon I assisted the 
teachers with the lessons.
From 3 to 6pm, I had the chance to interact with the children, 

with whom I interacted since day one. They are used to have 
volunteers around, but they love each of us in a different way, 
and this makes them absolutely unique.

During these hours, kids study Life Skills, 
Mathematics, English, play together and get 
a snack.

My second task was to organize the Holiday 
Program: two weeks to play sports, get to 
know science and art. All these subjects were 
taught free of charge by many people with 
expertise in the related field, or by Australian 
volunteers or former Three2Six students.
To engage Three2Six alumni is fundamental, 

because no one more than them can understand the struggle 
these children are experiencing.

Going so far from home was challenging, but the beauty I have 

“One of the most beautiful thing about my trip was to engage with a culture far from mine. I would encourage everybody 
to live a similar experience, where I had the privilege to interact with a different reality and with the possibility to give 
value to everything”, says Sofia Basile, a young volunteer who, thanks to the Marist General House and FMSI, worked 
for the project Three2Six.
Due to the conflicts in Central Africa, many people have fled to South Africa, willing to begin a new life. Children have 
fled too, alone or with their families, and are living, impoverished and uprooted, in a country with no prospect of edu-
cation or other children rights. The Marist Sacred Heart College in Johannesburg opened its door to these kids, giving 
them the chance to study (from 3 to 6) in order to catch up with their peers once they get all their papers and can go to 
a public school. Sofia spent two months in Johannesburg, from October to December 2018, and she recalls her experi-
ence as follows:

The captivating 
experience of being 
a volunteer

Three2Six: 
Education 
for refugee 
children in 
South Africa

>>
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seen and the love I have received paid 
back all the difficulties and the fatigue.

The Marists there are a fundamen-
tal presence for both the educational 
activities, but also because they help the 
families: the Brothers are an escape route 
to what it’s called “the poverty trap”. Cul-
ture and education are the key for a fair 
life, for reaching the dreams of these kids 
who, despite having experienced more 
traumas than an old Western person, 
do not forget to smile and want to make 
something beautiful out of their lives.

What I would like to say to those who are 
willing to volunteer internationally is: do 
not be scared. Our contribution might 
seem little, but it is still meaningful.

It is hard for me to describe how happy I was when a little girl 
with learning disabilities managed to write inside the margins of 
the paper sheet.

I would thank all those who made my experience possible, the 
people who hosted me in Johannesburg and, last but least, the 
volunteers who were to me like brothers and sisters”.

Province of Brazil South-Amazonia

Formative meeting brings together 540 Marist 
educators in Porto Alegre

With an attentive focus on 
the fundamental aspects of 
children's development, the 

Colleges and Social services Units of the 
Brazil Sul-Amazonia Province promoted 
on March 16, at the PUCRS, a great 
Formative Encounter for early childhood 

educators and beginner’s level. About 
540 professionals working in 21 units of 
the Province participated in the activities 
aimed at training teachers in their areas 
of expertise.

The main focus of the program was the 

conference Current Perspectives in Child 
Studies: Educational Implications, given 
by Manuel Sarmento, who presented his 
studies in the field of Sociology.

The dialogue and the exchange of 
experiences were an important point 
during the programme, which continued 
with the realization of nine workshops on 
different topics such as: Educational En-
vironment, Pedagogical Documentation, 
Play and Nature, Literary Titles, as well 
as best practices stories about projects 
didactic and interdisciplinary. Throughout 
the event, the protagonists were the 
participants themselves, who presented 
their experiences and discussed the 
possibility of expansion and exchange of 
ideas.
https://colegios.redemarista.org.br 



Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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Fiji: Mission and Marist Life in Oceania

Encounter of the Commission      
of collaboration of Oceania

The Commission of Collaboration of 
Oceania met on 5 and 6 of March 
in the community of Lomeri, Fiji, 

with the objective of promoting the 
Marist life and mission in the region.

In the meeting the following participat-
ed: Brothers Jone Seduadua and Luke 
Fong, organizers of the encounter; 
Carole Work from Australia, (extensionof 
the Secretariat for the Laity), and the 
members of the Commission of Collabo-
ration of Oceania: Ruth Hihiru, Br. Finan 
Valei (District of Melanesia) Elizabeth 
Falconer, Joe McCarthy and Tony 
Clarke (Australia), Br. Jone Sedu-
adua and Dan Dungey (District of 
the Pacific)

The meeting of the Commission had 
as principal theme to explore two 

key strategies: 

To continue identifying and promoting 
the development of future leaders in all 
the regions. 
To determine the necessary resources 
to promote the Marist Life and Mission.
During the encounter, the members of 
the Commission visited the Champagnat 
Marist Institute of Suva, in Fiji, and they 
shared moments of solidarity together.

The Commission meets twice a year and 
this is the first annual meeting.


