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MARISTNEWS

O
ver 350 peo-
ple are dead 
and more than 
400 injured on 

Easter Sunday, when 
three blasts occurred as 
worshippers attended 
morning Mass and further 
blasts occurred in nearby 
luxury hotels.

The Marist of Champagat 
have a strong presence in 
Sri Lanka and have some 
activities in the Colombo 
and Negombo areas. 
The Marist founded and 
administered Maris Stella 
College in Negombo is 
located close to St Se-
bastian’s Church – one of 
the three Churches targeted. Br. Michael 
De Waas reported that some of our 
students and parents are also injured 

and dead.
Let’s pray for the school community 
as they have been impacted by these 

horrific events. Let’s pray for the 
people of Sri Lanka, especially for the 
victims.

Solidarity with Sri Lankan people

Over 350 people are dead      
and more than 400 injured

>>

■  The Vicar General, Br Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, and the 
link Councillors for Europe, Brs João do Carlos Prado and 
Ben Consigli, are taking part in the Provincial Chapter of 
West-Central Europe, 23-26 April, in Freising, Germany.
■  The Provincial Chapter of East Asia is taking place in the 
Philippines from 23 to 28 April. Br Ernesto Sánchez, Superior 
General, and Br Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa, General Council-

lor, are present.
■  Br Josep Maria Soteras is taking part in the final face-to-
face meeting in Cambodia of the current Council of the District 
of Asia. The District Chapter will take place in August.
■  Brs Ben Consigli and João Carlos do Prado begin their visit 
to the Province of l’Hermitage on April 27.  It will continue 
until May 4.

general administration
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News from Br Rod Thomson, work-
ing at our Novitiate in Tudella

"Last week our eleven newly professed 
Brothers, including our three, first ever, 
new Brothers from East Timor, flew out 
of Sri Lanka, and are now on a home 
holiday. Our remaining seven novices 
have been busy organising and playing 
music for all our Easter liturgies. And 
then, at the end of Easter Sunday morn-
ing Mass in our local Parish we heard 

the news of the first bomb blasts. Like 
so many others we were uncertain and 
checked news sites for more informa-
tion. Disbelief turned to horror when we 
learned of the extent of the loss of life. 
That night, the local Lay Marists in our 
area organised a prayer gathering for us 
and our neighbours. About 50 people 
turned up. Today, Monday, it is eerily 
very quiet where we are ... few cars on 
the roads, shops closed, even the dogs 
aren't barking!

Our prayers over these days are for all 
the victims and their families, and also 
for our new novices. They’ll be coming 
on three different flights, the first this 
Wednesday night (April 24). In total 
they’ll be five from East Timor and one 
from Vietnam. No doubt they, and their 
families, will be extremely worried about 
the state of the country they’re flying 
into."
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The five provinces of the “America South” Region met in Brazil

Participants from seven teams in charge 
discussed and reflected together

The meeting of the teams of the South America Re-
gion took place from 10 to 12 April in Mendes, Rio 
de Janeiro. Present at the meeting were the groups 

responsible for the regional strategic projects of the five 
Provinces that make up the Region: Brasil Centro-Norte, 
Brasil Sul-Amazonia, Brasil Centro-Sur, Cruz del Sur and 
Santa María de los Andes.

The objective of the meeting was to gather the members of the 
commissions to promote synergy among all the groups and to 

align the purposes of the Regional Strategic Planning, approved 
in 2018. The idea is that all the teams share their projects in 
order to inform and publicize what the Region is doing, in order 
to outline the working guidelines for the coming years.

The hostess of the event, the Marist Province of Brasil Cen-
tro-Norte, received about 70 participants, who shared moments 
of reflection and joint dialogue, with the purpose of creating a 
regional body, evaluating progress and new perspectives for 
the triennium 2019-2021.
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Prov. l'Hermitage: Breaking the silence: ten faces, ten voices”  

Working for prevention and protection from 
school abuse in our Marist education system

“Breaking the silence: ten faces, 
ten voices”. These are the 
faces and the voices of ten 

witnesses who, from different environ-
ments and calling on their intimate and 
personal experience, explain the work 
that is being developed for prevention 
and protection from school abuse in the 
Marist educational system.  
On Tuesday April 9 a book was put on 
sale in the Claret bookstore, Barcelona 
in the presence of the authors, Imma 
Amadeo and Jordi Martínez, and two 
of the “voices” who gave testimo-
ny in the book: Brother Gabriel-Villa 
Real, vice-provincial of the Province of 
L’Hermitage, and Pepa González, social 
educator of Center Obert Rialles and 
present Defender of Citizenship in Santa 
Coloma of Gramenet.  
Among those present, were members of 
other institutions and congregations and 
it highlighted the presence of Marcel·lí 
Joan, General Director of Religious Mat-
ters attending on behalf of the presiden-
cy of the Generalitat.  
The vice-provincial, Brother Gabriel Vil-
la-Real, explained that to participate in the 
book had meant a time of personal learn-
ing, a time of many questions and he rec-

ognized that we are “still on the road” and 
that the protocols that we have in place 
are there to deal with a “change of culture 
to learn how to detect the warning signs 
and to recognize situations of abuse”. On 
the other hand, Pepa González said that 
she was grateful to be able to be working 
so closely with the children and young 

people inside the Marist Institute, asking 
for more formation for the educators and 
students, and also for more tools “for the 
children, so that they can denounce the 
acts that hurt” them.  

Imma Amadeo pointed out that the book 
shows the concrete experience of ten 
people, but that she must not lose sight 
of the fact that these people are “repre-
sentatives of thousands and thousands 
of voices in the Marist Institute working 
to protect the children and young people 
for the defence of their rights”. On the 
other hand, Jordi Martínez explained 
that the book fills a void, “the point 
lacking from white black and colour 
and, because it clarifies the view that 
the institution today must prevent child 
sexual abuse and protect the children 
and young people faced by this social 
problem. “ 
The four participants sent out a final  
message “involving society, because we 
are facing a serious social problem that 
we cannot approach alone”. A social 
problem because we are “dealing with 
victims, people who have suffered and 
continue to suffer and we have to be 
able to assist them and accompany them 
to the best of our ability.”  
“Breaking the silence: ten faces, ten 
voices” is  already on sale. Very soon 
copies will also be available in Lleida 
(April 29), in Gerona and in Madrid on 
dates still to be determined.   
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Province of Cruz del Sur

Perpetual profession of Brother Darío Melgar

Brother Darío Melgar of the Province 
of Cruz del Sur made his perpetual 
vows, on 31st March, in Luján, Ar-

gentina. The provincial superior, Brother 
Raúl Schönfeld, received the vows on 
behalf of the Superior General.  

The solemn moments of the perpetual 
consecration were the call, consecration 
rite, interrogation, emission of vows and 
signatures of records.  

Present at the ceremony were the rela-
tives, friends, students and Brothers of 
the Province.  

It was a celebration to mark his gratitude 
to God, in the first place, and to so many 
people who were present in the life of 
Brother Darío, accompanying him on his 

journey. And like Peter answering the 
question put by Jesus, Brother respond-
ed: "You know everything Lord, you 
know that I love you" (Jn. 21,17).  

At the moment Br. Darío is in the 
community of San Miguel of Nogoyá, 
where he works as Vocations coordi-
nator.
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Easter in the marist world
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Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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On 5th and 6th April the Marist Iberian Campus took 
place in Alcalá de Henares. Ten schools and colleges 
took part in the event which already, in 2019, is cel-

ebrating its seventh year.  The pupils and formative centres 
are offered the opportunity for competitions closely related 
to TIC and cooperative learning, besides sharing with peer 
groups of other Spanish cities. 

The Iberian Campus is organized by the Marist Province 
of Iberia which has a network of fourteen schools and 
colleges distributed throughout the Basque Country, 
Navarra, La Rioja, Aragón, Castilla la Mancha, Madrid 
and Extremadura. The event takes place at the provincial 
headquarters, in Alcalá de Henares, which is also the 
University Centre, Cardinal Cisneros (CUCC), owned by 
the Marists. 

The main event of the meeting took place on day 6, with the 
game has been developed for this year and which took as its 
title "Accompanying Homo Sapiens". As well as occupying the 
whole morning, the different teams of students have decoded 
QR, 365 Office with administration tools and researching the 
contents of Office 365. Most importantly, they have added 
to their knowledge of TIC in following the hints given out by 
the "super wise being" and to find the solution to the mystery 
of the Sapiens. At the end of the day, the winning team was 
given the prize of a technological detail, and all the participants 
received a diploma. 

The objective of this activity, which was a great success among 
the students, is to offer a learning experience, surmounting 
difficulties and adventures which increased their digital aware-
ness and at the same time their investigative approach.  

Province of Ibérica

Cooperative work and TIC        
with students and formation centres


