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■ On 27th, Brothers Valdícer Fachi, director of the Depart-
ment of Cmi, and Óscar Martin, Councillor General, took part 
in the meeting of the Council of the Project Fratelli, in the 
General House of the Brothers De La Salle.
■ On 28th, Brother Ernesto Sánchez spent the whole day 
in Manziana, with the group of Brothers following the pro-
gramme of formation “Senderos” which began on 21st March 

and finishes on 8th June; taking part are 18 Brothers from the 
10 Administrative Units.  
■ This week, the General Council visits the Community of 
Brothers of the General Administration.  
■ Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas, Director of the Secretariat of 
Education and Evangelisation, will go to New York, to participate 
in the General Assembly and the International Congress of OIEC. 

general administration

The message of Brother Ernesto Sánchez, General Superior, for the Feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat on 6th June, can be 
downloaded from these links: English | Español | Français | Português | Italian
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Canada: Getting ourselves ready for the future

Annual General Assembly of the Association of Lay Marists

The 6th General Assembly of the Association of Lay 
Marists (AMDL) of Canada was held on 13th April, 
with the logo, “Getting ourselves ready for the future”.  

Around 50 people, brother and lay Marists, participated in 
the meeting which took place in the Provincial House.
The Assembly presided over by Mr Jocelyn Boisvert, the 
treasurer of AMDL, began with a moment of prayer.
During the meeting, participants examined topics of concern 
to AMDL, dealt with matters related to the Province Anima-
tion Commission (CAP), discussed completed projects and 
shared on work and volunteering experiences. Such was the 
case of Mrs. Claude Boucher who spoke of her time as a 
volunteer in Vietnam with her daughter, Eugenia Gamache.
The Assembly also took note of preparations for the Prov-
ince Assembly to take place in November.  Its aim is to 
discern the future of the presence of the Marist charism in 
Canada.
Also, they reviewed the undertakings and roles carried out 
in the past year, such as the Professional Development of 
the leadership team of Camp Marist led by the CAP, and 

activities between the CAP and young people involved in the 
Bouffée d’oxygène (BO2) Project of the community centre 
SAJO (Youth Ministry Service of Outaouis).
The new members of the Leadership Council of AMDL were 
elected: Kayla Bertrand, Kathy Fortin, Jessica Bonneau 
(AMDL secretary), Jacques Boudrias (finance manager), 
Jocelyn Boisvert, Patricia Deslauriers (Vice-President), 
Jonathan Bock, François Giard (President), Jocelyn Magny, 
François Bélanger (delegate of Vallée Jeunesse), and Alain 
Barrette as the new coordinator of CAP.

Australian Marists Help Refugees

Forum brought together 119 Marist Brothers
119 brothers gathered in Australia to 
participate in 4 forums held on May 6 in 
Adelaide, May 11 in Mascot, May 17 in 
Brisbane and May 20 in Melburne.
The meetings were an opportunity to 
meet, but above all to listen life’s experi-
ences of an at-risk minority. An expe-
rience like that of Najib Rassa, a young 
23-year-old refugee, who spoke to the 
Brothers about his challenges, during the 
meeting held in Mascot and Melburne.
The current problem of Najib is that the 
Department of Immigration wants to re-
turn him to Afghanistan where he would 
be likely to face hostility and harm.
Najib was one of the unaccompanied 
minors who came under the care of 
Marist180 when the Government was 
providing financial support for the 
accommodation and education of young 
refugees. This provided stability up until 
he and others turned 18. Since then their 

situation has been far from certain.
Marist180 provided some bridging 
support while they commenced university 
study.
Last year Marist180 and the Province 
agreed to support Najib and another four 
young men in the same situation, for 
a period of two years, while they finish 
their study. His story was one way of 

tapping into the experience of an at-risk 
minority. At the same time, this initia-
tive responds to the Institute’s call to 
be among young people, especially the 
neediest, and build bridges of solidarity 
among different peoples.
There are 172 Brothers living in Australia 
and the Champagnat’s charism is carried 
on with many laypeople.
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México occidental
20 youths took part in the formation 
of candidates for voluntary work in 
Norogachi. And in the month of June 
they will be informed of their destina-
tions where they will carry out their 
voluntary work for the next school 
cycle 2019-2020. Three of the twenty 
youths will carry out their voluntary 
work in Africa.  
  
Brazil Sul-aMazônia  
The Province presented the project of 
the new School Santo Antonio inaugu-
rating the Marist presence in the city 
of Sinop, in the state of Mato Grosso. 
The building will have 29 classrooms 
and will be built soon.  
  
courSe of education on interiority  
University experts will give a course in 
education on interiority in education-
al centres. This is promoted by the 
Edelvives Foundation, with the title 
of postgraduate granted by Cardinal 
Cisneros University Centre. Carried 
out in modality partly  in person and 
partly online. It begins on July 2019 
and ends in July 2020. Other details 
can be found at: https://t.co/V4GRD-
9kTEM
  
auStralia  
Assistant Principals from across all 
Marist Schools in Australia gather in 
Mittagong for their annual conference.  

MchfM Paraguay  
A new Fraternity of the Champagnat 
Movement has been inaugurated in the 
Province of  Cruz del Sur, in Caaguazú.

Philippines: Sustainability of the Marist life and mission

Formation course for bursars

Since the 20th of May, 20 partic-
ipants, Brothers and lay people, 
have been following a formation 

programme in the Philippines, for bur-
sars and others working in the area of 
economic administration in the Admin-
istrative Units. The course, developed in 
English and which will finish on the 8th 
of June, is taking place in the Business 
College of the University Notre Dame 
of Dadiangas, in the city of General 
Santos. 
"It is necessary to have concrete activ-
ities, efficient structures, transparent 
and responsible administration at all 
the levels of the Institute", said Broth-
er Libardo Garzón, Econome General, 
present at the opening of the course 
and responsible for presenting to the 
group a general vision of the economy 
in the Institute. 
Taking part in the meeting were Marists 
from Africa, Oceania and Asia. Coming 
from the Provinces of South Africa, 
PACE, Nigeria, Madagascar, East Asia, 
South Asia; and two districts, West 
Africa and Asia. 
Also taking part in the course: 3 Marist 

Missionary Sisters, a Marist Sister, and 
a lay person. 
Besides helping the participants with 
technical formation, the course is 
intended to promote a common under-
standing on how to negotiate with re-
sponsibility and transparency the goods 
with which they deal in the Administra-
tive Units, which are at the service of 
the Marist charism and mission. 
The group also studies the document 
from the Vatican "Economy at the Ser-
vice of the Charism and the Mission", 
published in 2018 by the Congregation 
for the Institutes of Consecrated Life 
and the Societies of Apostolic Life. 
Encouraged  by the Econome General, 
the objective is to form those respon-
sible for the economic administration 
to guarantee the sustainability of the 
Marist life and mission, thanks to 
concrete plans of action in all of the 
Administrative Units which are based 
on principles of transparency at all 
levels.
This is the second course.The first one 
took place in October in Portuguese and 
Spanish.  
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Spain: Intercongregational Community of Bonanza 
with General Counciliors Brothers João and Ben

East Timor: Br Mark Paul with students from 
Australia (Adelaide)

Uruguay
San Luis, Pando

Brazil
CMMF: Fraternity "Mãe de Deus" - Taguatinga

Ireland: Br. Luis Carlos, Vicar General, visits the 
Moyle Park College in Dublin

México
Colegio Morelos de Tepatitlán

marist world

With the objective ofpromoting the care of our common 
home in the Province of México Central, 18 repre-
sentatives of the cities of Mexico, Toluca, Pachuca 

and Orizaba met from the 3rd  to the 5th of May in areas of 
the Marist School of Miravalles to dialogue, to learn and to 
share experiences of the work being done by the Project Marist 
Education for Good Living.
The " Good Living Initiative ", started in the Province in 2015, is 
based on the principles of Permaculture - inspired by ecology 
and the ecosystem - and is practised by educators and lay 
Marists who encourage people in their educational communi-
ties and social environment to take care of the environment and 
to be united in this cause.
The fourth meeting had as its purpose 
to know and to reflect on the principles 
of Permaculture, to know what the 
movement of Transition is, to share the 
journey followed by our Marist works 
and to visit places that promote Good 
Living.

During the meeting topics of interest related with the Perma-
culture were developed. The first topic was the mainstreaming 
of the principles of Permaculture in the curricular content and 
in the transition to the internet as a guide to continuing with 
changes of lifestyles.
The second point was the analysis of the processes and activities 
for Good Living, through the experiences shared by those taking 
part.
As part of the practical work, a visit took place to another of the 
centres of training and environmental education in Miravalle: 
Calmecac, the Library, the community dining room, the open 
forum and Miravalles School. Also, Chinampayolo  was visited 

(a collective or relative of 
chinampera) with the objec-
tive of diffusing and sharing 
the lacustrine chinampera  
culture, to be more aware 
of caring for the city, and 
mainly, to respect the earth, 
water, air and life.

Respecting the planet, water, air and life

Fourth Meeting for Good Living in México Central
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Preparatory Programme   
for Perpetual Profession
This programme takes place from 25 May to 20 July 2019 at the Lomeri 
Novitiate, in Fiji. There are 15 participants from Asia, Europe and Oceania. 
The participants come from Bougainville, Korea, Philippines, Portugal and 
Vietnam. The facilitators are from Australia, Korea and the Philippines.

T he workshop on sustainability of the mission in the 
Marist Province of Southern Africa took place from 
14th May to 16th May 2019 at Msamba Catholic 

Centre in Lilongwe, Malawi. The participants included 
both Brothers (26) and Lay (6). They were drawn from six 
countries that form the province – Angola (4), Malawi (9), 
Mozambique (4), South Africa (2), Zambia (4), Zimbabwe 
(4), Province Administration (2) and formation houses (3).
In his opening remarks, Br. Norbert Mwila, Provincial, 
encouraged the participants to use this time well and aim at 
what can help us toward sustainability of the province.
This workshop’s objective was to promote economic autono-
my and sustainability of the Marist Mission in our province 

through an effective, transparent, and participatory strategic 
and pastoral planning. It centered on what we do (our mis-
sion) as a Province in relation to sustainability and it helped 
to evaluate the Provincial Strategic Plan 2016-2019.
Facilitators, Br. José Augusto Jr and Rony introduced the 
methodology. The participants produced a Mission state-
ment and Vision statements. SWOT analysis was done up 
to a matrix dealing with the ideal. Due to time constraints, 
more work is pending to cover the 7 approved matrices 
which is part of the content of the first workshop in the 
project.  
Br. Dias Gemusse and Fernando Baptista made communica-
tion easier through their translation expertise.

Malawi: Promoting economic autonomy and sustainability of the Marist Mission

Sustainability Workshop in the    
Marist Province of Southern Africa
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The General House of the Marist Brothers

On May 24, the headquarters of the Government 
of the Institute transferred officially to Rome

May 24th celebrates the official 
arrival of the Brothers to the 
new General House.  On that 

day, in 1961, the Superior General, Br. 
Charles-Rafaël, expressed his desire "that 
the spirit of La Valla should reign over the 
house in EUR - Rome - as it had reigned 
over Saint-Genis and Grugliasco. And he 
proposed this motto: "the new General 
House will be a house of work, work filled 
with Marial and supernatural spirit " (Broth-
er Juan Jesús Moral Barrio, History of the 
General House,2011).

The history of the General Houses
Father Marcellin Champagnat founded the 
congregation of the Marist Brothers on the 
2nd of January 1817, in La Valla, treasured today as the Cradle 
of the Institute. La Valla was the centre of the congregation until 
1825, the year in which Marcellin decided to transfer the com-
munity to l'Hermitage, as the Mother House of the Institute.  
In 1858, when the number of Brothers had increased and the 
l'Hermitage house was too small to accommodate everyone, the 
General House was transferred to Saint-Genis-Laval.  
In 1903, when the persecution of secularism reached the Insti-
tute, the Brothers transferred the house from Saint-Genis-Laval 
to Grugliasco, near Turin. But this only lasted for 36 years, before 
returning to Saint-Genis.  
After a century of permanence in this place, the Provinces and 

the Districts increased, and the Institute had then to look for a 
much larger house, from where to administer all the communities 
and their works.  
And so, in February 1958, following the decision adopted at 
the meeting of the 31st of May 1957 and authorized by indult 
No. 853-57, the General Council decided to purchase a parcel 
of land in Rome, for 55.000 m2, located in a quiet area of EUR 
(Universal Exhibition of Rome), for 500 million liras.
Months later, on the 27th of October 1958, the president of the 
Italian Republic signed the ordinance authorising the Brothers to 
purchase the land. And on the 30th of December 1958, Cardinal 
Micara granted permission for the Brothers to transfer the Gener-

al House from Saint-Genis-Laval to Rome. 
The following year, on the 18th of February 
1959, the definitive contract for sale of the 
property was signed.
On the 24th of May 1961, after several months 
of arduous work and expectation, the Brothers 
arrived officially at the new General House. On 
that day, Brother Vicente Lorenzo, the man be-
hind the construction work, made the presenta-
tion of the new house to the Superior and offered 
him the symbolic key. The Superior General, Br. 
Charles-Rafaël,then said: "if Divine Providence 
has brought us to Rome and prepared us for 
such a pleasant stay, we should not forget the 
simplicity and the harshnessof La Valla, the hu-
mility and the wildness of the l'Hermitage valley, 
but constantly return to its spirit".   
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One year out from the inauguration of the “Marist Learning 
Zone” in one of the poorest suburbs of Sydney, a total of 
33 students have benefited from the education program 

it offers. The centre is a joint Project of the international Laval-
la200> community of Mt Druitt with Catholic Education Diocese 
of Parramatta, assisted by Marist Schools Australia and the 
home schools of students attending the centre.

The main ministry of the Community is to provide learning 
support through the centre. The aim of the program is for 
students, who are not attending school or who have dropped 
out, to return to school. As part of its missionary outreach, the 
Community at Mount Druitt has also made links with the local 
aboriginal community and other ethnic groups.
“Our staff are currently designing project-based learning activi-
ties to support learning needs. We are also doing intensive liter-
acy and numeracy work with some of our students who have 
missed a lot of schooling. It has been pleasing to see significant 
improvements”, said Br Lawrie McCane about developments.
The Marist Learning Zone was officially opened on 27 July 
2018, staffed by the Community and two senior officers from 
the diocese.
The Mt Druitt Community is made up of a married couple from 
Mexico, Argie Hernández and Rodrigo Gris Castro, Br Jonnel 
Sisneros from the Philippines, and Br Lawrie McCane from 
Australia.

From May 13-15 the Brothers and 
laity of the Brazil Centro-Norte 
Province gathered in Brazilandia 

(Federal District) for the Sector Forum 
on Consecrated Life and Laity (SVCL). 
In attendance were 35 members of the 
commissions on Vocation Animation, 
Laity, Consecrated Life, Patrimony, and 
Spirituality, as well as representatives 
from the Central Office.
The goal of the meeting was to create 
a space for constructive planning, in 
light of the Institute’s documents, while 
stressing the sector’s strategic plan, as 

well as facilitat-
ing collaboration 
with other areas 
of concern to 
the Province. It 
also provided 
an opportunity 
for the commis-
sions to work 
together at 

prioritizing strategic projects.
The program included time for various 
presentations, dialogue, fellowship and 
prayer. On opening day, the coordinator 
for Mission and Management of the 
Union of Marist Brazil, Ricardo Mariz, 
presented a “social and cultural x-ray” 
of religious life and the laity. Also, 
Franki Kucher, advisor to the Center for 
Strategic Planning, made a situational 
analysis of religious life and the laity of 
the Province of Brazil Centro-Norte.
The themes on Day Two centered on 
the Province itself. The Vice President of 

the coordinating body UBEE-UNBEC, Br. 
Renato Augusto da Silva, explained the 
structure of the Province committees, 
while an analysis of the three-year plan 
(2016-2019) was addressed by the 
sector team. Also, Br. Rafael Ferreira Jr., 
director of the Center for Marist Studies 
(CEM), made an analysis of Marcellin 
Champagnat’s dream and the Province’s 
visions.
The meeting closed with the presentation 
of the Strategic Plan of the Institute by 
Br. Marcio Henrique da Costa, regional 
director. He said that this Sector Forum 
on Consecrated Life and Laity marks an 
important moment in strengthening the 
role of the region in the Province, of eval-
uating achievements, and possible future 
strategic projects. In his words: "It is an 
opportunity to connect the plans of the 
Institute, of the Province, and of the re-
gion, in order to carry on the mission, by 
following their guidelines and achieving 
the expected results."

Province of Brazil Centro-Norte

Forum Held in Brazilandia on Consecrated Life and the Laity

Champagnat Marists help students re-engage with learning in Sydney

The international Lavalla200> community at Mt Druitt



Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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With the object of discerning the 
future of the presence of the 
Marist charism in Canada, the 

Marist Province of Canada, the Associ-
ation of Lay Marists of Canada and the 
General Government, with the support 
and participation of the Provinces of 
the Arco Norte region, have, from the 
15th, 16th and 17th of November, 
convoked a Provincial Assembly with 
the motto "working for life". This initia-
tive looks to gather, over the following 
months, opinions and ideas for the 
future of the life and Marist mission for 
the coming years in Canada. 
"We believe that it is only thanks to the 
will to work all together that we will 
be able to build a future and guaran-
tee the continuance  of the charism 
of Marcellin on Canadian soil. We 
know that 'If the Lord does not build 
the house, the masons toil in vain-
(Psalm 127) ", as seen in the official 
letter signed by Brother Gérard 
Bachand (Provincial of Canada), 
Br Brother Luiz Carlos Gutiérrez 
(Vicar General) and François 
Giard, president of the Marist 
Association Of Lay Marists 
(AMDL). 
"In the following months, the 
attitude that we will assume will 
be that of openness; openness 
to change, openness to others, 
openness to collaboration… 
we invite them to communicate 
with us and to send us their 

comments through our e-mail com-
ments@maristecanada.com", which 
can be seen in the letter. 
To help with the reflection, a process 
was devised at Provincial level, also 
open to the participation of Arco Norte: 
1.  to recognize the presence of God 

in the journey and the whole con-
tribution of the Marists in Canada 
and in the world. 

2. to abandon what inhibits our being 
and to do what God wants.  

3. to celebrate the fruits of the work 
carried out throughout the Marist 
history in Canada. 

4. to dream of a future with hope and 
trust. 

 
The process will have the following 
phases: 
1. Sensing: May to July of 2019: re-

flection groups and electronic poll. 
2.  consolidation of data: the end of 

July and August of 2019. 
3. preparation of the Assembly: 

September and October  
4. Regional assembly of the Provin-

cial Council of Arco Norte: 21st to 
25th October 2019, in New Jersey 
(USA). 

5. Provincial Assembly on the Future 
of the Marist Charism in Canada: 
15th to 17th November2019 

6. Discernment and decisions on 
the vision and some topics in this 
respect of the future of the Marist 
Charism in Canada 

7. Starting the implementation of the 
Vision of the future of the Marist 
Charism in Canada: March 2020 

8. Provincial Chapter of Canada: 
June 2021. 

The process is part of the agreements 
outlined in the first meeting of the 
organizing committee for the Provin-
cial Assembly that was carried out in 

Rome, in the month of March, 
and had present the link Coun-
cillors for the Province, Broth-
ers João Carlos do Prado, Ken 
McDonald and Brother Vicar 
General, Luis Carlos Gutiérrez 
Blanco, the representatives of 
the Province of Canada: Broth-
er Gérard Bachand, Brother 
Félix Roldan, Mrs. Patricia 
Deslauriers and Mr. Christian 
Boutin; Also, the backbone of 
the process, the facilitator, 
Mrs. Silvia Gollini Daum.

Working for life

Discernment process on the future    
of the Marist charism in Canada


