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■ Br. Libardo Garzón, Econome General, takes part in a 
meeting with the bursars of the 5 Administrative Units of 
Africa, held in Nairobi from 8 to 11 July.
■ Br. Óscar Martín and Ken McDonald, General Councillors, attend 
the meeting of the Conference of Superiors of the African Continent 
(CSAC), which is taking place in Nairobi from July 8 to 11.
■ The Superior General, Br. Ernesto Sánchez, will participate 

on Friday 12th in the meeting of the Council of the Union of 
Superiors General, held in Rome.
■ Brother Tony Leon, director of the Brothers Today Secretar-
iat, will be in Fiji until July 20, with the 15 Brothers preparing 
for perpetual profession.
■ The Brothers’ community of the General Administration 
spends a week of rest at Lavarone in northern Italy.

Transforming educational model in Africa

Beginning of the second phase       
of the New Horizons Project

The New Horizons educational 
programme begins its second 
phase in 21 schools and com-

munities in Malawi, Angola, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa and Mozam-
bique to benefit 18,334 students, 790 
teachers and 469 school employees.
The New Horizons project was estab-
lished in 2015, promoted by the Afri-
can Mission Commission, to respond 
to the call of the General Administra-
tion's Strategic Plan, which calls for 
being "at the service of children and 
young people, especially the most vulnerable and excluded".
The educational programme is also promoted by the Confer-
ence of Major Superiors of Africa, FMSI, the Secretariat for 
Education and Evangelisation of the Marist Institute and is 
supported by Misean Cara.
New Horizons began its first phase in April 2016, with the 
objective of forming Marist educators through their ongoing 
formation in pedagogy, educational leadership and manage-
ment. In this second phase, New Horizons aims to ensure the 
equitable education of children and to make schools a place 
where students have equal opportunities, especially students 
who are at risk of social exclusion and marginalization.
The kick off meeting of the second phase of New Horizons will 
take place from 23 to 28 July in Maputo, Mozambique, and the 

following objectives are expected to be achieved:
- Increased access to quality education for children and girls 
from poor and marginalized families in 21 Marist schools in the 
6 countries concerned, involving local experts already trained in 
New Horizons I
- Strengthened capacity of Marist Schools to uproot violence 
and discrimination against children in school and community 
environments by adopting a child rights approach and inclusive 
teaching methods so to ensure children well-being
- Increased capacity of school leaders and teachers to drive 
school improvement towards quality standards of education and 
sustainability
- Reinforced the Education system at institutional level in terms 
of its capacity to advocate children rights.

general administration

https://fmsi.ngo/
https://www.miseancara.ie/
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5209


marist news 586

9 I JULY I 20192

East Timor: international Marist Volunteers

Janaíne, a Brazilian volunteer in Baucau

I have been here since January and 
spent two weeks in the capital (Dili) 
studying the local language, Tetum, 

since, although Portuguese is one of the 
two official languages and is part of the 
curriculum, few people speak it. After-
wards, I spent every day at the ICFP, 
in Baucau, helping in all the activities 
of the institution and of the life of the 
Marist community.
I was in charge of collaborating with the 
teachers and tutors, helping the students 
in their activities during the classes and 
guiding them in carrying out the writ-
ten works which they had to deliver in 
Portuguese, such as, for example, their 
study plans.
I also helped to correct and deliver the 
classroom exercises, and I even man-
aged to teach some subjects. I con-
stantly helped with the translation and 
explanation of the words in Portuguese 
and in the search for synonyms, consid-
ering not only the Portuguese of 
Brazil but also the Portuguese 
of Portugal, which is the Por-
tuguese that the local teachers 
master.
In addition to the regular 
activities as a "teacher", the 
opportunity arose to set up a 
MYM group with the students. 
The group had its first meeting 
on March 30 and the next pro-
gramme consisted in becoming 
familiar with the mysticism and the steps of the MYM.
Perhaps my work as a volunteer in itself is not the best 
experience I had  personally, but depended above all on 

contact with other people, other realities 
and other cultures. East Timor is a great 
multicultural nation, which carries with 
it a very painful past and yearns for a 
better future. Being here is synonymous 
with sharing; we grow much more when 
we share - life, table and bread - and I 
believe that this aspect is fundamental to 
the experience of being an international 
Marist volunteer.

Janaíne Perini, from Brasil Sul-Amazônia, is an international Marist volunteer. She was in East Timor for six months, where she 
worked as a Portuguese teacher at the Catholic Institute for Teacher Training in Baucau.
East Timor has been independent since 2002 and the Marist mission, led by the Province of Australia, has made good progress on 
this Southeast Asian island. International Marist Volunteerism is an instrument that helps make a reality of the call of the General 
Chapter to build a global family.
The Cmi Department of the General Administration, with the help of the Provincial Coordinators of Volunteers, makes possible this 
type of experience.
Transcribed below is a testimony written by Janaíne a few weeks ago, where she tells us about her experience in East Timor.

Have you ever thought, as Brother, layperson, student, 
ex-student, of becoming a Marist volunteer? Listen to your 
inner voice and contact the Department of Cmi (Collabora-
tion for Mission, International) - cmi@fms.it

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5208
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=21
mailto:cmi%40fms.it?subject=


marist news 586

9 I JULY I 2019 3

n
e
w

s 
in

 b
ri

e
f Cmmf in Vanuatu

The fraternity of St Michel’s College 
in Santo is pretty active: it visits the 
sick, holds prayer meetings and 
raises funds each month to help 
the most needy living in the area. 
The community has about 100 
members, including teachers and 
students. 

mexiCo
On June 27, at the Champagnat 
Mountain High School in Potoichán, 
Guerrero, 69 young indigenous 
people, accompanied by their 
teachers, relatives, Marist Broth-
ers and friends, finished their high 
school and are preparing for life, for 
university, for work or for starting a 
new family.

Sri Lanka
On June 28, a Science Exhibition 
was held at St. Joseph’s College, 
Nugegoda, where eighth and ninth 
grade students took part. The 
exhibition was organized by the 
science teachers and the teachers 
of both grades, under the coordina-
tion of the area director, Mr. Sarath 
Kumar.

Spain
In Alcalá de Henares, a group of 18 
brothers (including one de La Salle 
Brother) from Compostela and the 
Meditérranea, from 1 to 5 July, had 
a formative experience in preparation 
for retirement.

umbraSiL
At the end of June, the Marists of 
Champagnat in Brazil held their Fo-
rum of Solidarity of Marist Brazil. The 
event marked the beginning of the 
construction of the National Solidari-
ty Network project, which reinforces 
institutionally the bonds of reciprocal 
responsibility for the construction of 
peace and social and environmental 
justice.

Usa: Thanksgiving event in East Harlem

Five Years of Presence with   
New York's Latino Community

On the evening of Sunday 30 June, 
some 80 people gathered at the 
Marist residence in East Harlem to 

celebrate and give thanks for the 5 years 
of Marist presence in this neighbour-
hood. It was an emotional moment for 
the three current community members, 
from the Lavalla200> initiative: Martha 
Martinez (Mexico), Juliana Kittel (Austra-
lia) and Br James McKnight (USA). 

The community was established to 
provide a targeted service in this part 
of New York to the Latino community, 
many of whom are undocumented and 
hence living with great anxiety. As is the 
norm in such non-institutional ministries 
around the world, organised activities 
provide entry points into the lives of 
those being served in all their raw, com-
plex, heart-touching reality.

The focus of the event was the achieve-
ments of the mothers and children who 
have been part of some of the activities 
of the community especially in the last 2 

years: the children taking guitar classes 
with Martha, the mothers from the Prayer 
group and Bible classes, those who have 
been in the English language courses, 
coordinated by Jim, of the ComUnidad 
Juan Diego project. A time for Gratitude, 
Family, and Remembering.

Due acknowledgement was given to the 
various bodies that initiated and support-
ed the community, especially the Arco 
Norte Region, to the original Brothers 
community and to the Lavalla200> com-
munity, the mixed community in place 
since the beginning of 2017.

Br Pat McNamara, Provincial of USA, 
represented the Regional leaders and 
Jeff Crowe represented the Superior 
General and the Lavalla200> members 
in other places around the world.  An 
abundant Mexican meal completed the 
evening.

The community will close at the end of 
July.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5207
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Mexico
Students of the Maristas Irapuato school

Brazil
Vocational ministry - Province Brasil Sul-Amazônia

South Africa
St Joseph Marist College - Cape Town

Br Seán Sammon with the two first Vietnamese 
Brothers

Spain: Miraflores - Meeting of Marist Lay 
Associates of Ibérica

Kenya
MIUC, Nairobi

marist world

El Salvador: Celebrate what you live and live what you celebrate

Central American Laity

About forty lay men and women 
from El Salvador participated, full 
of motivation, in a day of reflection 

and prayer on June 16.
The meeting provided an opportunity to 
meditate on the spiritual journey that has 
been achieved, to experience fraternal 
communion and toreinforce their Marist 
journey.
The focus of analysis was centred on the 
spirituality of the first Christian communi-
ties, and was animated by Nohemy Pinto, 
provincial coordinator of the Lay Commis-
sion, and also by Brother Javier Espinosa.
One of the reflections that most caught 
the attention of the participants was to 
consider that for the first believers, the fact 
of meeting to break bread meant in turn 
meeting to build fraternity, because they 
were convinced that where fraternity is not 
built, the Lord's supper is not celebrated.

The message that penetrated deeply 
into the lay people present was that "the 
first Christian communities invite us to 
celebrate what is lived and to live what is 
celebrated".
During the day, the dynamics which were 
developed, helped those present to give 
priority to spiritual actions: the prayer of 
silence, listening to the Word and praising 

nature; the gestures of breaking bread 
and sharing it, blessing and celebrating 
the meeting with a glass of wine. Actions 
that served to remind the first Christian 
communities who knew how to integrate 
the communion of life with the breaking of 
bread, with the Eucharist.
The group expressed its desire to continue 
meeting.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5205
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Doris Miño Pérez, 18 years old, is a Bolivian Marist former student who has always shown an interest in social work since she was 
a child, especially in indigenous communities. Now, through the department of Collaboration for the International Mission (Cmi), 
she is in Brazil doing socio-educational pastoral work in the Champagnat Marist schools of Terra Vermelha and Nossa Senhora da 
Penha, in the State of Espírito Santo, where she will remain until December 2019.
The young woman, from the Province of Santa María de los Andes and daughter of Ecuadorian lay Marist parents , tells us what 
inspired her to become a volunteer:

"In order to be an international volunteer, I took part in 
retreats for leaders and talks with the Marist Broth-
ers. I was also inspired by my parents and my sister 
Laura, who volunteered in Brazil, Africa and Chile. It 
was their example that motivated me. And as I grew, 
physically and spiritually, I felt God's call," recalls Doris, 
who, since March of this year, has been living in Terra 
Vermelha (Brazil) with the Marist family.
On her life experience in the new cultural setting, the 
young volunteer highlights the hospitality and affection 
of the Brazilian people, as well as the opportunity to 
contribute to the Marist Youth Ministry (MYM) and to 
interact with the students.
Doris took part in the Provincial Youth Day, held from 
17 to 23 June, in Brazlândia (DF), where she was 
able to talk about her experience as a volunteer, visit 
the Central Office and get to know the administrative 
structure of the Marists of Centro-Norte and the city of 
Brasilia (FD).
"Before making this choice, it is essential to know our 
country. Volunteering involves creating links between 
cultures, learning and helping. Marist values involve 
divergence, humility, simplicity and modesty. It is also 
necessary to be oriented towards service and love of 
one's neighbour", the young Marist pointed out.

Collaboration with the International Mission

Bolivian girl involved in voluntary work   
in Brasil Centro-Norte

15 young brotherS in Lomeri, fiji
The young Brothers from Bougain-
ville, Korea, Philippines, Portugal, 
Solomon Islands and Vietnam are 
preparing for perpetual profession.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5204
https://youtu.be/MfNsHZy2ZOM
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“At the Provincial Chapter in 1976 the then South African Prov-
ince decided on a two thronged thrust for its future:
(1) To open leadership posts in our schools to Lay people and 
to organise programs that would assist Lay Marists to deepen 
their understanding and appreciation of St. Marcellin and their 
Marist Vocation. To this end a Marist Schools’ Council was set 
up to lead the schools, and various ways of sharing Our Call as 
Marists were introduced – e.g. workshops, pilgrimages for lay 
Marists to Rome and Champagnat Country, activities involving 
the 5 Marist Schools in South Africa.
(2) Becoming more involved with the poor. To this end Broth-
ers went to work in the Transkei (Umthata), Soweto, Slough 
(Bophutatswana), the Cape Flats.

Open Schools and Apartheid
The Apartheid Government legislated that there must be sep-
arate schools for the different race groups. Catholic teaching 
saw all human beings as members of one family, children of 
the same Father. As far back as 1957 The Southern African 
Bishops’ Conference made the following statement: “The 
practice of segregation, though officially not recognised in 
our churches, characterises nevertheless many of our church 
societies, our schools, our seminaries, convents, hospitals and 
the social life of our people. In the light of Christ’s teaching this 
cannot be tolerated forever.” In the 1980’s the Catholic schools 
and hospitals began to defy this segregation and people of all 
races were accepted. The State did it’s best to stop this. Br. 
Jude played an important role in this battle between Church 
and state and it is part of the background of my move to Uiten-
hage in 1996.
The Apartheid Government legislated that there must be sep-
arate schools for the different race groups. Catholic teaching 
saw all human beings as members of one family, children of 

the same Father. As far back as 1957 The Southern African 
Bishops’ Conference made the following statement: “The 
practice of segregation, though officially not recognised in 
our churches, characterises nevertheless many of our church 
societies, our schools, our seminaries , convents, hospitals and 
the social life of our people. In the light of Christ’s teaching this 
cannot be tolerated forever.” In the 1980’s the Catholic schools 
and hospitals began to defy this segregation and people of all 
races were accepted. The State did it’s best to stop this. Br. 
Jude played an important role in this battle between Church 
and state and it is part of the background of my move to Uiten-
hage in 1996.

Marists back to Uitenhage
When the Brothers withdrew from the mission in Slough it was 
decided to find another mission. Uitenhage, in the diocese of 
Port Elizabeth, was chosen. The points mentioned above had 
much to do with this choice, but it also had a special signif-
icance. The Brothers had a school in Uitenhage from 1884 
to 1954. When South Africa became a Marist Province, the 
Provincial house was in Uitenhage. There are 22 Brothers 
buried in the Uitenhage cemetery. The Brothers rented the 
former community house of the Dominican Sisters on 12 Baird 
Street. It was part of the Convent Primary School. The move to 
Uitenhage took place in 1996.
The new Uitenhage community was also to be a postulancy 
house. The community members were Br Vincent and myself, 
together with two young brothers, Br. Timothy Rennick and Br. 
Nimrod Diamond. Brothers Vincent, Timothy and Nimrod Taught 
at the nearby Dominican Schools, Marymount and Convent 
Primary. These schools served the local Xhosa community.
I was involved with the Postulants and recruiting and start-
ed working with the four church owned farm schools in the 

Br. Christopher Zimmerman, Southern Africa

More than two decades helping     
those most in need in South Africa

After almost 22 years of missionary and educa-
tional work with the most needy in Uitenhage, 
South Africa, Br. Christopher Zimmermann 
returned to the Marist community in Johannes-
burg in mid-June of this year.

Since his arrival in Uitenhage in 1996, Brother 
Chris has fostered the educational development 
and nutrition of tens of thousands of underpriv-
ileged families. We then share with you his life 
witness.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5203
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Sundays River Valley and schools In Grahamstown and King 
Williamstown. I was appointed the Bishop’s representative on 
the governing bodies of these schools.  This involved working 
with the staffs of the schools (Courses in Catechetics, Scripture, 
management and personal growth), building additional class-
rooms and putting up fences. Sr. Laurentia OSM helped with 
the courses. The Irish Embassy, Stichting Porticus, Br. Neil’s 
Culture of Learning, local Citrus Companies and the Catholic 
Diocese of Port Elizabeth (Then under Bishop Michael Coleman) 
were very generous in providing funds. Four classrooms for 
reception classes, two general purpose classrooms and 11 
ordinary classrooms were built. At in the Valley schools football 
fields were levelled, grassed and irrigation systems were 
installed. The ongoing challenge is to maintain the buildings 
and fields.

Partnership with Mercy Sisters
 In March 2006 the Mercy Sisters, (Martha, Breda and Mary), 
came to Addo. It was the beginning of a wonderful experience 
of men and women religious working together to build the 
Kingdom of God. Some of the fruits of this work are the Place of 
Mercy (Valencia, an early childhood education centre catering 

for 150 children), computer labs in each of the 4 schools and a 
lab for over 20 adults at St.Colmcils(Kirkwood), a sewing group 
(Addo Township Designs), a pre-school (Lwazi Creche. Dunbro-
dy), 10 soup kitchens.

Marist care and the Camp

Thanks above all to Jason Grieve, a former student of St. Hen-
ry’s Marist School, Durban, the head boy and head girl of each 
of the five Marist Schools in South Africa help to run a camp 
every year for poor children in Langbos, an informal settlement 
near Addo. Over 300 children are involved. Marist Care, with 
the help of Stichting Porticus, built a community centre there 
and it is the centre of the camp every year. Getting these 
leaders to the camp every year entails a lot of travelling and the 
South African Sector of the Southern African Marist Province 
helps to fund this.
One of the fruits of these activities is that many people have 
become aware of how the poor in South Africa, a country with 
one of the biggest gaps between rich and poor, live. For me to 
be able to share in these activities has been a privilege and a 
very enriching experience, for which I am very grateful.”

Philippines: formation for leaders of lay animation

An On-going experience        
at Notre Dame of Dadiangas University

Addressing one of the priorities of 
the 5th East Asia Provincial Chap-
ter on Lay Partnership, particularly 

its aim of developing team of Marist lay 
formation facilitators, Notre Dame of 
Dadiangas University (NDDU) took steps 
forward by sending potential lay leaders 
for a formation session facilitated by the 
East Asia Laity Desk on June 26, 2019. 
In this gathering, participants shared on 
the Marist formation initiatives they facil-
itated since the time they ended the 2nd 
Phase of their training in May 2019.
Taking support from the other members 
of the Team, they had, among others, 
conducted Pre-School Year orientations, 
spearheaded the integration of the calls 
of the 22nd General Chapter in their 
Annual planning, facilitated Marist spirituality recollections and 
sacred time. Presently, they are developing the Institutional Lay 
Formation Program which will put in place the sustainability of 
the Marist formation activities in the school.

The Team looks forward to developing further their skills 
in accompanying others in their formative processes. They 
have scheduled the next formative session on 21st of Au-
gust 2019.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5202
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Br. Canísio José Willrich
Br. Canísio was born on Febru-
ary 17, 1972 in São Vendelino, 
RS, Brazil. He is a member 
of the Brasil Sul-Amazônia 
province. He entered the Marist 
Juniorate in 1986 and pro-
nounced first vows on Decem-
ber 8, 1992 in Passo Fundo, 
and made perpetual profession 
on November 22, 1998.

He studied theology in the 
PUCRS; he followed a course in 
catechesis and another in the 
psychology of education in São 
Paulo. He also studied English 
and completed a course for 
formators in Chile.
His work experience in the 
province included a number of years in 
initial formation and vocation ministry, as 
well as in social ministry, and as teacher 
and community animator.
Br. Canísio has been a member of the 
Asia District for the past eleven years. 

He began his preparation for Mission Ad 
Gentes in 2007 – an English course in 
South Africa and the five-month course 
in missiology in Davao, Philippines.
In 2008, he was sent to Vietnam, where 
he learned Vietnamese and worked in 

vocation promotion 
and initial formation.
He served in the 
novitiate in Cota-
bato, Philippines, 
from 2012 to 2014, 
and after two years 
on the staff at the 
novitiate in Tudel-
la, Sri Lanka, from 
2014 to 2016, he 
returned to Vietnam, 
where he now works 
in vocation ministry 
and initial forma-
tion. Presently he 
is secretary of the 
district council and 
is in his second term 
as councilor for the 

Marist District of Asia.
During his time in Vietnam he had three 
motorcycle accidents, but he admits: 
“Thanks to the protection of our Good 
Mother I am able to follow my new mis-
sion in the Marist District of Asia”.

Br. Canísio José Willrich

New Superior of the District of Asia
On May 3, Br. Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, sent a letter to the Brothers of the District of Asia informing them of the appoint-
ment of Br. Canísio José Willrich as the new Superior of the District, for a three-year term.
Br. Canísio succeeds Br. Juan Castro, District leader for the past six years. This change of leadership will be effective as of August 
14, at the opening of the District Chapter.
In his letter, Br. Ernesto thanked Br. Juan for his years of leading the Marists of this administrative unit: "Thanks, Juan, for your 
simplicity and devotedness. Your closeness to the Brothers, your capacity to listen and to build a team, along with your vast experi-
ence in Asia and your values as a Marist Brother, have helped you to offer a wonderful service to the District."
The Marist District of Aisa (MAD) consists of communities in 6 countries: Thailand, Bangladesh, India, Cambodia, China and Viet-
nam.
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