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Kobe, Japan Earthquake

The earthquake that hit Kobe, Japan early on the morning of January 17 caused extensive damage to the school building and Brothers' residence. None of the Brothers or lay faculty were injured; early reports, how​ever, indicate that at least one student may not have survived this disaster. The Brothers are currently housing in the school's gymna​sium almost a thousand persons who have been displaced from their homes and are working closely with rescue personnel to provide the homeless with food and other necessities. Aftershocks continue in the area adding to the already extensive damage.

Upcoming visits of the General Councilors 

The following teams will visit Provinces and Districts during the next three months: Pedro Marcos and Marcelino Ganzarain -​Syria/Lebanon/ (February 6 - 15); Henri Vignau and Jeff Crowe -- Switzerland (February 12 - 19); Henri Vignau, Mariano Varona, Pedro Marcos -- Central America (March 24 - April 13); Luis Sobrado and Claudino Falquetto -- Central Mexico (February 18 - March 25); Jeff Crowe and Gaston Robert -- Italy (February 26 - March 15); Jeff and Gaston -- Germany (March 19 - 31); Jeff, Madagascar from April 15 - 30 following his participation in the African Superiors meeting; Marcelino and Ramon Benseny -- Columbia (March 9 - April 11); Claudino, Luis and Antonio Eguia -- Western Mexico (March 27 - May 8). Also, during the month of April Luis will attend a meeting of formators in Brazil and Sean will participate in the MIC Board meeting and the meeting of African Superiors in Nairobi and visit the Novitiate and Postulancy in Nigeria and Ghana. Benito will visit Venezuela, Catalonia, Castille, Central Africa, Escorial, and partici​pate in the meeting of the Superiors of Africa. Yvon Bedard will meet with the Province Economes of Brazil, Argentina, Chili, and Peru on March 6 - 8.

Brother Renato Cruz travels to New York for continued diagnosis 

and treatment of Chronic Myefogenous Leukemia

Brother Renato Cruz, Provincial of the Philippines and diagnosed with Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia in -late November, traveled to New York in mid-January to seek "a second opinion" and investigate any additional available treatments for the condi​tion in the US. His doctors are optimistic currently that their prescribed treatment will be of help.

Bandits attack the Brothers' residence in Zaire

Early in January armed bandits invaded the Brothers residence (District House) in Goma, Zaire, stole cash and other valuables and damaged the house with their gunfire. The Brothers in residence were unhurt physically but shaken by the violence indicative of the level of social disturbance in Zaire generally and in this Eastern area which

Brother Ignace dies in Rwanda

Brother Ignace died recently in Save, Rwanda after many years of ill-health. He was one of the two Brothers whose release Chris Mannion sought from the previous Rwandan government. Brother Powell Prieur traveled with Ignace to Save from Nairobi where he had been hospitalized after being evacuated from save in August of last y ear.

French language meeting of Economes held in Rome

Economes from Portugal (Brother Manuel Ruas), France (Brothers Guy Palandre and Gerard Detraz), Belgium (Brother Joseph Chabbert), Canada (Brother Rosaire Potvin), Germany (Brother Henrich Schamberger), Syria/Lebanon (Brother Georges Trad and Mr. Antoine Sfeir), Switzer​land (Brother Jacques Santiago) and Italy (Brother Nito) gathered in Rome during the week of January 8th for a five day meeting. English speaking Economes had come together last October for a similar gathering.

Brother Alfredo Kuto (Angola)

Brother Alberto Ortiz Barreda wrote recently to tell us that Brother Alfredo Kuto, who had been isolated in Huambo, Angola because of the war, reached Luanda on January 7th. For the Brothers of Angola his reappearance was like "a gift from the Maji" duly celebrated on the feast of the Epiphany.

The FMS Update

This new FMS Update will appear monthly. Its purpose? To bring you brief accounts of news around the Institute in a timely fashion Around the 1st of each month, this two page publication will be Faxed to all Provincials and District Superiors; those that lack FAX capability. will receive it by mail. Please feel free to duplicate the FMS Update and send it to communities in your Province or District or to use the information contained in it in your own Province publications.

International Formation and Mission Commissions to meet in Rome in early February

The International Formation and Mission Commissions will convene in sepa​rate meetings in Rome in early February. Both groups will act as consultants to the working commissions of the General Council. Attending the Mission Team meeting will be Brothers: Dominick Pujia (USA), Neil McGurk (South Africa), José Manuel Pires Alves (Brazil), Carlos Martinez Lavin (Mexico), Jose Michel Cubeles (Spain), Manuel De Leon (Philippines), Maurice Bergeret (France), Mark Farrelly (Australia) -- Jeff Crowe and Henri Vignau; will attend from the General Council. Brothers Spiridion Ndanga (Africa), Michael Hill (Oceania), Michael de Waas (Asia), Alfonso Levis (south America), Davier Espinosa (Central America), John Malich (North America), Maurice Goutagny and Luis Miguel Herrero (Europe) will participate in the meeting of the International Formation Com​mission. Brothers Gaston Robert, Sean Sammon, and Luis Sobrado will attend from the Council.

New Provincials meet in Rome

sixteen new Provincials met in Rome from November 28 - December 5, 1994 for an orientation. Those attending included: Brothers Maurice Berquet, Antonio Ramalho, Nicolas Garcia, Eduardo Botero, Galo Rivera, Ronald McEwan, Reginal Racine, Franco Faggon, Jose Luis Ampudia, George Sabee, Barsen Garcia, Antonio da Silva, Patrick McNamara, Gentil Paganotto, Dealmo Lunkes, and Alwis Sunanda.
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