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Death of Brother Gonçalves Xavier 

The death has occurred of Bro Xavier Gonçalves on 8th September 1996 in Bel Horizonte (Brazil). He was 71 years of age..

Bro Gonçalves worked in his Province of Rio de Janeiro before being elected Councillor General, an office he held from 1967 to 1976, while Bro Basilio Rueda was Superior General. From 1976 onwards he was superior and director of different establishments in his Province, working tirelessly in spite of poor health. He distinguished himself at all times by his intelligence, his enthusi​asm, his love of his Congregation, his kindness and his lively sense of humour.

We commend him, and all our departed Broth​ers, to the Lord and to our Good Mother. Our Constitutions prescribe the special suffrages for the Brother Councillor Generals :" On the death of a Superior General or of a former Superior General, of a member or former member of the General Council, each community of the Institute will have a Mass celebrated and recite the Office of the Dead".

 45 Days In Cuba

While awaiting our permanent work permits, we have made three "pastoral visits" to our be​loved diocese of Cienfuegos. This last time our visa was for 45 days: from 12th July till 24th Au​gust. As in 1994 we were going there in support of the work being done by the Diocesan Youth Ministry Team in their "summer reunions" We par​ticipated in five gatherings, each lasting five days - three for adolescents and two for youth. We or​ganised a zonal youth rally in the regions of Rodas and Trinidad. We took part in a small mission in the village of Arimao, and we joined in the na​

tional celebrations of 26th July and the seventieth birthday of the Head of State. We must admit that it was not all work; we also shared in the life of our Cuban people - their hospitality, joy and daily problems. Bros Salvador Saunas and Hector Àvalos 

Centenary of the Arrival of the Brothers in Brazil

You will read in our publications of the cen​tenary celebrations which the Brothers in Brazil are preparing for 1997. These will begin on 12th October 1996 with everyone joining in enthusias​tically. The respective commissions already have the programme of activities made out, culminating in the celebration of the National Marist Congress of Education in Curitiba, the First National Meet​ing of "Marist Brothers with Mary" in Mendes and the National Meeting of Marist Youth, also in Mendes. 

25 years in Korea

Our presence in this oriental country is go​ing from strength to strength as it participates in a fine catechetical and social welfare programme in collaboration with the Church in South Korea. We rejoice with the Brothers of the Korean Commu​nities, as well as with the Provinces which carry out this important work. We join them in giving thanks to the Lord and to Mary.

Our sick

The two sick Brothers we told you about in the last issue of "Update", Bros Franz Xavier Graf (Germany) and José Carlos Fernândez Hurtado (Bética) have made satisfactory progress. Now we mention Bro Dennis Dunne, former Provincial of Poughkeepsie and one of the capitulants at the Chapter of 1985, who has been diagnosed as suf​fering from leukaemia. Our hearts go out to Bro Dennis in this cross of his and we pray that he find comfort and strength in the Lord.

A Burglary

On the night of 15th August, the Brothers in Canela, in the Province of Porto Alegre were attacked in their house by three armed men. While one covered the Brothers, the other two broke into all the rooms in search of valuables or money. This terrifying raid lasted almost three hours. They made off with about two thousand dollars, four watches, two cameras and the gold ring which Bro Bruno Schmitt had been given on his retirement. He himself had earlier been dragged out of bed by the robbers.

Bibliography

A biography of Bro Francis, Gabriel Rivat (subtitled Seventy Years of Marist History) has just been published. The author is again Bro Gabriel Michel. It has 392 pages, and we expect it to be, like everything else this Brother has written, a valuable contribution to our Marist origins.

New Addresses

Course for Formation Personnel: 

Association de Valpré

l, Rue de Chalin B.P. 165

69131 ECULLY Cedex FRANCE

Tel. (33) 72 - 18 06 06 

Fax. (33) 72 - 18 06 19 

As from mid-October 1996

Tel. (33) 4 72 - 18 06 06 

Fax. (33) 4 72 - 18 06 19 

Francophone Novitiate in Africa

BP 53

OBALA 

Cameroon 

Tel. 237 - 28 56 37, (c/o The Sisters of St Paul de Chartres)

FAX: 237 -23 50 58 (c/o Procure of YAOUNDE)

Calendar of visits of the Brother Superior General

The following are the visits scheduled for the period September to December 1996:

The Hermitage: 27 - 29 September

Bètica: 21 - 26 September

Ruanda, Goma, Bugobe, Nyangezy : 12 - 21 October -


Beaucamps - St Genis: 25 October - 5 November

Rome - Malaysia -(Hong Kong & Beijing) : 18 December - 3 January.

