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Official Press Release concerning the Marist Brothers killed in Zaire.
From information received from the two Broth​ers who are still trying to exhume the bodies, we can say that the killings took place in the afternoon of 31 October and not on 7 November as we had hitherto believed. The following is some of the evidence which we have managed to gather

Two Zairean seminarians, who were stationed some ten kilometres from the house of the Marist Brothers, have stated that on 31 st a group of militia who had fled Rwanda two years ago and who have since been living in and trying to control the refugee camps, attacked the Brothers' residence, looted it, violently murdered the four Spanish religious and threw their corpses into a septic tank. Confirmation of this massacre is based on shouting and gun shots heard by several people about 8 p.m. on 31 October.

The murderers, now clearly identified as mem​bers of the Hutu militia of the former Rwandan government, remained in the house for several days, thereby preventing anyone else from approaching it. The few witnesses remaining in the area claim that the soldiers were seen those days wearing clothing belonging to the Brothers, one Fernando's anorak and another Julio's spectacles and shirt.

The septic tank in question turns out to be a hole about 12 meters deep and one meter in diam​eter, which the Brothers had dug for the use of the house. This explains the great difficulty in exhuming the bodies. In the light of these circumstances there is serious doubt as to the possibility of the bodies being repatriated. The Brothers on the scene, with the help of some friends, are doing everything possi​ble to have the bodies recovered and given Christian burial in this part of Africa for which they gave their lives.

Another incident that confirms the date as 31 st is the finding of the diary in which Miguel Angel Isla had, for three or four minutes every day, been faith​fully making entries. The last one, which appears to have been interrupted, ends :" 31 October, 15.00 hours, the two priests and the Sisters have gone away".

These testimonies tally perfectly with the final communication which Brother Servando sent to the Marist Generalate in Rome at 9.30 a.m. on the same 31 October: "All have left the camp at Nyamirangwe. We are alone; we are expecting to be attacked any moment. If we don't telephone this afternoon, it will be a bad sign; it is likely that they will take our radio transmitter and telephone. There is widespread panic in the area; the refugees are fleeing without any idea of where they are going and there seem to be a lot of infiltrators and men of violence around".

At 14.00 hours that same day, the Superior General made contact with Servando and Julio, who told him that they were remaining in the house so as not to get involved with the military who were taking flight, and in case the refugees should come back to the camp again, as had happened twice before. Servando later spoke with his mother and with the Brother Provincial of the Marists in Andalucia. The radio network central exchange confirms that these were the last calls made.

A local Zairean villager testifies that at dusk that same day a group of soldiers went to the Brothers' house, took them hostage and then killed them. The same witness says that he heard one of the Broth​ers shouting: "My God, my God, we're going to die; have mercy on us..."

These words, like their last conversations be​fore dying, showed their great sense of mission, in​spired by their Christian faith. Their messages were always in the form of appeals - not for themselves but for those who needed help most.

Several theories have been put forward as to the cause of the Brothers' deaths. We are reliably informed that the main reason, surely the only one, was that the Brothers were the only foreigners who had remained in the Bugobe area. The former Hutu soldiers had been manipulating the rest of the refu​gees, using them as a human shield in case of an attack by the Banyamulenge. Obviously the Broth​ers would have been able to testify to what was hap​pening and so the expedient thing was to do away with them.

From the depth of this tragedy which contin​ues to ravage eastern Zaire the violent deaths of these four Brothers are like the cry of all those for whom they laboured in keeping with their commitment to the Gospel : children, the weak, the world's outcasts. The voices of Servando, Miguel Ângel, Fernando and Julio could not remain silent. They have been heard as far away as Europe, and aroused in many great admiration as well as fury at the lack of co-ordination and the inertia of international govern​ments.

