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SITUATION IN ZAIRE 

1. Four Bodies Recovered

On Thursday 14th November, the Brothers from Nyangezi reported that they had succeeded in retrieving the bodies of our 4 Brothers at Bugobe. They took the bodies to Nyangezi (around 50 kms away) for a Christian burial the same afternoon. They were buried together.

In a Press Release that same evening, jointly made public in Rome and Spain, Br Benito indi​cated that it is not possible in the present trou​bled circumstances to repatriate the bodies to Spain, as had been hoped for by the Spanish govern​ment and the families of the Brothers. There is no-one in Bukavu who could authorise such a transfer. In addition to this difficulty, another motivation for burying the Brothers in Zaire developed over the course of last week and has been discussed with the families: as a witness to the total commitment of these Brothers to the people and Church in the region of the Great Lakes.

It is now clear, from local witnesses, that the Brothers were shot by members of the Interhamwe around 8pm on October 31st, in their own residence. On November 1st, from the gunshots heard on the previous night, and the sight of these same militia wearing the clothing of the Brothers, people of the locality concluded that the Brothers had been killed.

On Sunday the Vicar General of Bukavu and a large group of religious gathered with the com​munity at Nyangezi for a Memorial Mass. On Sat​urday, large Memorial Masses were held at Valladolid and Burgos, with Br Benito and 3 General Coun​cillors, the families, and Brothers and friends from all over Spain.

1. Other communities in East Zaire: 

GOMA: Four Brothers remain there: Esteban Ortega (Madrid), José Luis Martinez (Madrid), Lino Soriani (Italy) and Marcellin Duyck (Belgium). The Brothers are involved in humanitarian aid distri​bution themselves and co-ordinating senior stu​dents in this work. While we have no direct con​tact with them, we know through their radio con​tacts that they are managing well enough. For the second time, they are witness to the massive movement of refugees through Goma, in July 1994 out of Rwanda and now back. 

BOBANDANA: Four Brothers are there: Valentin Djawu (Zaire), René M'Mumba (Zaire), Giorgio Bigotto (Italian), André Vanhalst (Belgium). Dur​ing the past ten days, there were another 20 reli​gious present in the mission compound, taking refuge from Goma or from the surrounding hills. The Brothers report being overwhelmed by dis​placed people arriving. These people have taken over all available space in the school itself and all other buildings. Unlike earlier in the year when thousands sought refuge at Bobandana, this time there is no supply of plastic sheeting to assist in providing shelter. Food, medicines, and water are in critically low supply. Over the weekend a group of Italian soldiers managed to reach Bobandana and evacuated to Goma the religious who were taking refuge there. The Brothers evidently de​cided to remain. There is still no direct road ac​cess to Goma for providing relief to this commu​nity and the mass of people there.

BUKAVU: There is a community of 5 Broth​ers here: Daniel Besana, Cyrille Mininda, Médard Lusuma, Henri Bashizi (all Zairean Brothers do​ing studies) and Paul Rossignon (Belgium). Since the closure of the local university, and the gen​eral state of uncertainty in the city, the Brothers are examining their future.

There are two older Brothers from the Nyangezi community - Césaire Alvoet (Belgium) and Jésus Llamas (Léon) - who are at a Jesuit Centre await​ing evacuation, along with a number of other Re​ligious. They have been there 7 days already de​spite efforts of their respective ambassadors in Kigali. There is hope that the Zairean side of the border will be opened in the coming days.

NYANGEZI: There are 5 Brothers remain​ing : Pedro Arrondo (Madrid), Jose Martin Descarga (Madrid), Elie Blomme (Belgium), Jean Claude Lukuli (Zaire), Emery Yaolema (Zaire). There are some people returning to the area after their flight two weeks ago when the rebel forces moved through the area.

KISANGANI: The 5 Brothers are in two dif​ferent residences: at Chololo secondary school: Sebastien Chupa (Zaire), Marino Primiceri (Bel​gium), Feliciano Refoyo (Madrid); at the nearby Postulancy: Justin Masandi and Honoré Dhesa (Zaire), along with 11 postulants.. The town was disturbed in the past week by angry and undisci​plined Zairean military and others arriving after an epic journey by foot from Bukavu, some 600 kms. Our school has had some minor incidents with these soldiers. The town has become a staging point for humanitarian aid destined for a group of refugees between eastern Zaire and Kisangani. The school was closed for part of last week but has re-opened.

Apart from the anxiety created by some gen​eralised disturbances in the city of Kinshasa, the two communities there are managing well enough. The school at Binza has had classes most days, although not all students attend! The universities are back to normal. Likewise at Kindu, classes continue at the school despite some problems in the town.

We still have two Zairean Brothers whose situation is causing grave concern.

From Rome we are in regular contact with the Brothers in each of these situations. We pre​pare a daily bulletin for the information of the Provincials closest to these Brothers, and through them to their families.

