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Kiribati: No news of our two missing Brothers
The latest news from Br Barry Burns, Provincial of New Zealand, concerning the two Brothers, Ikenasio and Asema, missing at sea since 7 March is not what we were hoping to hear. As of 21 March there has still been no sighting of them. Yet Br Barry urges us not to give up hope, and this for three reasons:

1) "There is a truly amazing network of people united in prayer throughout the whole of this region of the Pacific and now extending far beyond it";

2) "Here, where these fishing misadventures are an all too frequent occurrence, there are many stories of survival over weeks and even months in the face of difficult conditions on the open seas and Nasio and Asema are strong and resourceful."

3) "All shipping in the region continues to be fre​quently alerted".

Barry concludes his latest communiqué by inviting us all to join in a Novena to Marcellin Champagnat, saying his favourite prayer, the MEMORARE, for the safe return of these dear Brothers of ours.

Chile: A state school takes the name of "Brother Fernando de la Fuente"
 The staff of the Special School F-425 of San Fernando asked the Congregation for permission to give the name of Br. Fernando de la Fuente to the school which Fernando had greatly supported. The Headmistress says: "For years we have had close relations with the Marist Institute San Fernando, since many of its pupils, parents and teachers have done so much for our School. These links were formed when Br. Fernando de la Fuente (R.I.P.) was Director of the College. We shall al​ways remember with great gratitude that Brother who was so untiring in his efforts and in his noble ideals of integrating handicapped children socially and spiritually. Ever concerned about the welfare of our poorest or most disadvantaged pupils, he brought the word of the Gospel to that section of society, often discriminated against because of their disabilities..."

Ecuador: Sucumbíos: A new Marist community for the indigenous people
 In keeping with the exhortations of the last General Chapter, and the fruit of the Province's Discern​ment these past years, the Brothers of Ecuador decided to open a new community among the in​digenous people.

As of 7 October 1997, Brothers Laurentino Albalá, Arcadio Calvo and Wilson Torres have joined the Indigenous Pastoral Team of the Sucumbíos Apostolic Vicariate in the Amazon region of Ecuador The team is made up of 13 people: priests, religious and laity. The Brothers have their house in "5th August" commune some 20 kilometres from the town of Lago Agrio next to the Carmelite Sisters of the Sacred Heart, with whom they share  their work and some aspects of community living, such as prayer, meals, and farm and animal husbandry work.

In that particular area there are five distinct ethnic groups: quichuas, shuar, cofanes, sionas and secoyas. The work of the Brothers is the same as the other members of the Team - the pastoral care of some 50 communities, working with the Education Commission in youth ministry and in training religious teachers and catechists.

This first year the Brothers are learning the meaning of inculturation. In time it will become clearer to us just what specific contribution our charism can make to the needs of the indigenous people of that area.

Peru: A new Marist presence in the Peruvian Amazon forest
Puerto Maldonado is a small town, the capital of the department "Madre de Dios", in the Amazon forest of Peru. For a year now, four Marist Brothers are living out a new experience of community and mission. The Brothers responded generously to the appeal of the Vicar Apostolic of this outlying area of Peru. With the then Brother Vice-Provincial, Br Pablo Gonzales as their superior, three young I Peruvian Brothers, Roger Chávez, Juan José Cadillo and Carlos Arévalo went off into the forest country, bearing little luggage but much apostolic zeal. Unfortunately, because of an illness, Br Pablo had to be replaced by Br Felix Roldán. The community live in a parish house and cater for children and youth in collaboration with lay people. They work as teachers contracted by the state in the poorest public schools in the city, where there are no other religious orders at all; they are not in positions of authority but see to evangelisation, the preparation of children for the sacraments, run youth groups, co-operate with Department of Catholic Education in the Christian formation of teachers, work in the Parish, even giving classes in the Seminary in the Vicariate forming native clergy. In dialogue with the Bishop they are hoping some time to open a Youth Centre.

Ghana (Province of Nigeria) : A new primary school

Among the projects recently approved by the Gen​eral Council is the opening of a new primary school in Ghana, under the responsibility of the Province of Nigeria-Ghana.

The project includes a pre-school section for chil​dren under 6 years. The primary section, in keep​ing with the education system in Ghana, caters for boys and girls between 6 and 15 years of age.

It is situated in a fairly populated rural area, some 20 kilometres from the city of Kumasi, known as Sabin-Akrofom. The children are from poor families who can, however, contribute something towards the monthly fees. The local people gave two hec​tares of land for the school, which has the approval of the Bishop of Obuasi. The school will also serve as a focal point for meetings and social gatherings for both youth and adults.

Rumania; A new Marist foundation

 Since 15 September 1997 three Brothers: José Luis Fernandez (Castille), Miguel Angel Sancha (Madrid) and Alejandro Martínez (Bética) have been making up the inter-provincial community for the Rumanian project. At the end of April these Brothers will leave for Bucharest, where they will live in a suburb. Later Br. Georges Vidalis will join the community (Greece - Hermitage). There they will improve on the local language and continue to familiarise themselves with the Rumanian way of life in order subsequently to be able to fully inte​grate with the people. Eventually they will embark on a project for the most needy among the young people, with the assistance of others.

This new Marist presence is in response to the Superior General's invitation "Missio ad gentes" geared to form communities in Eastern Europe, other than Hungary. This Rumanian project is the joint responsibility of the Provinces of Bética, Cas​tilla, the Hermitage and Madrid. It is in keeping with the spirit of the XIX General Chapter.

During the course of 1996-97 a commission of Brothers studied the various possibilities and vis​ited different countries in eastern Europe. In June it was decided to make a start in Rumania, one of the poorest European countries. What charism does a "Brother« need in such a society? Ecumen​ism, facility for the language...

Congo and Rwanda: The Brothers carry on with their normal work

In both countries the effects of the war continue to be felt in an unstable atmosphere of fragile peace. In the region of Goma the situation is very precari​ous with shots being heard these past days both from Rwanda and the Congo, and it would seem that there has been fighting near the outskirts of the town. Some ambassadors in the Congo have even begun to assemble their citizens in one place, which is not a good sign.

In Rwanda our communities are quite well away from the "hot" zones where armed men have caused hundreds of violent deaths. We cannot say the same about the Brothers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

In spite of the possibility of danger, the schools continue to function, making the best of the mate​rial equipment that is available.

In May the two Districts will be visited by two Gen​eral Councillors and at the beginning of September the Brothers of Rwanda will hold an Assembly in Save, which wí11 also be attended by the Brother Superior General and two Councillors.

Nairobi:
Marist Conference of Africa and Madagascar

From 1 to 4 April will take place the annual meeting of the Marist Conference for the African continent which is made up of the Provincials, District and Sector Superiors resident on the continent of Af​rica, and the Rector of the Marist International Centre in Nairobi (MIC). Representing the General Council will be Brothers Benito, Sean, Gaston and Jeffrey. The main theme of this assembly will be the updating of the MIC curriculum as well as the statutes governing the Centre.

Spain : XXV Plenary Assembly of the Spanish Marist Conference

On 21,21,23 March there took place in Valladolid the XXV Plenary Assembly of the Spanish Marist Conference. Attending it were the Provincial Coun​cils of the seven provinces in Spain (50 Brothers), the Provincial and another Brother from Portugal, the three Brothers responsible for the Marist inter​provincial co-ordination of Spain and Brother San​tiago Cisneros, one of the new team for the Centre of Spirituality of San Lorenzo of the Escorial.

The main thrust of the meeting was the General Plan of Marist Formation in Spain. This involved an extensive study prepared by an inter-provincial Commission over a period of two years, drawing up a formation plan and the broad outlines of three projects on : the formation of the Brothers, the formation of the laity, and the joint formation of both Brothers and laity. The Assembly gave its

- approval to the document and proposed the forma​tion of various working groups to plan, revise and consolidate formation projects and specific pro​grammes touching on aspects of formation, espe​cially those concerning the seven Spanish prov​inces.

In addition to this theme the Joint Marist Projects in Spain were discussed, there was an exchange of ideas on animating the Provinces and a lot was said on the implications of the proposals being made regarding viability, vitality and restructuring.

This Assembly, which normally meets once a year, is now celebrating its 25th year since it started in 1972.

Catalonia: 25 years of Youth Easter in Las Avellanas

Youth Easter in Las Avellanas started in 1974 like a mustard seed. It was sown by a group of Marist novices who, with their formation team, came to regard the walls of the novitiate in Las Avellanas as too restricting for living out the paschal joy of the crucified and risen Christ.

From the first experiment of inviting a small group of young people to join the community in celebrat​ing the Easter Triduum, the seed grew to the flour​ishing and verdant tree which now welcomes hun​dreds of young people of both sexes. All aim to live the Paschal Triduum in a different way.

Youth Easter in Las Avellanas has most effectively combined the following elements: silence together with the festive celebration, and group reflection combined with plastic arts and drama. The liturgical celebrations occupy pride of place and are times of great intensity.

Today we can say that the Easter Services of Las Avellanas have become a real ecclesial act, with the participation of a true blend of parishes and colleges from Catalonia. It is likewise a method of catechesis which leads the young to follow Jesus. A cry rings out at the Paschal Vigil: Living Christ, we are your witnesses.

Responsible for this wonderful experience is the Pastoral Team, the novices of the Province and, of course, the charismatic figure of Padre Manolo Portillo. Congratulations, Avellanas, for those 25 years of the Youth Easter !

Sri Lanka: The appointment of the Pro​vincial to take part in the Synod of Asia

Br. Sunanda Alwis, Provincial of Sri Lanka, has been invited by the Pope to take part in the next Synod of Bishops, the special Assembly for Asia due to take place in Rome between 18 April and 14 May. Congratulations, Sunanda. We pray that this will be for you a rich ecclesial experience.

"Through the Eyes of the Poor" 

Coinciding with the season of Lent, the Interna​tional Bureau of Solidarity has sent out to all the Administrative Units of the Institute the document: "The Perspective of the Poor", which hopes to lead us to a better understanding of the importance of showing solidarity with the poor and the needy, a characteristic of our Marist charism and mission. To the four official languages of the Institute has been added a version in Italian.

Plenary sessions of the General Coun​cil

The General Council holds two kinds of sessions, the plenary sessions and the ordinary regular meetings.

For the plenary sessions all the Councillors have to be present. Their objective is to analyse the situa​tion in the Institute, clarify the plan of government for the General Council and study top priority mat​ters. Normally the plenary sessions take place at two different periods of the year and they last one or two months. This year, the winter sessions, which are usually scheduled for the months of No​vember and December, were held later - from 23 January till 21 March.

The General Council concentrated its discussions on the messages and experiences of the General Conference. The first week was entirely taken up with trying to discern what the Spirit was saying to us through the Conference. This led us to redefine the priorities and strategies which the Council had decided on in 1994 and some Commissions and working teams were reshaped

During the next four years the Council hopes to intensify the animation and accompanying of those in charge of the various Administrative Units by focusing on four major themes: spirituality, mission and solidarity, shared mission (Brothers and laity) and the vocations ministry. In addition, we will con​tinue giving special attention To the process of re​structuring, which has already begun in different regions of the Institute. The General Council also spent a week carefully studying the Education Charter, and ended by giving its approval, in princi​ple, to the English text.

The regular Council meetings are held frequently. They require the presence of a minimum of five members and have as their objective to study matters presented by the Provinces. The decisions are taken on the basis of individual and secret vot​ing. Here is a summary of the most frequent mat​ters dealt with during 1997 in the ordinary meetings of the General Council: Permissions to build, 21 (20 approved, 1 refused); Sales of property, 9 ap​proved; Appointing of Provincials, 23; Dispensa​tions from perpetual vows, 39; from temporary vows, 4; Exclaustrations, 5; Readmission to the Institute, 1; Conferring Affiliated Membership to the Institute, 5 accepted ( one nomination was re​voked) and 6 cases have been sent back to be dealt with at Provincial level; Approval of Provincial Norms, 4.

New Provincials

Br Denis has been appointed Provincial of Mada​gascar for three years. He has previously been Provincial between 1978 and 1986. The Province of Madagascar is one of the youngest in the Insti​tute. It has 69 Brothers, with an average age of 43 years, 4 months. It has 39 Brothers under 40 years. The General Council has prolonged till next Octo​ber the mandate of Br Theofiel Van Driessche as Superior of the District of Switzerland. As from then Switzerland will no longer be a District, but will con​tinue its Marist presence in the country. What the final solution will be will depend on the decisions taken regarding the restructuring of Marist Europe. 

The Society of Mary, Marist Fathers 

We have received the document entitled "Changing Gear" which Fr Joaquín Fernandez, S.G. sent to the Society of Mary. It contains the reflections and proposals of the Council of the So​ciety, which took place in Boston (USA) last Sep​tember.

In accordance with their Constitutions, the objective of this assembly is to review the implementation of the General Chapter, look to the future, take practi​cal decisions and elect the Assistants General and the Vicar General.

All the Assistants appointed by the General Chap​ter in 1993 have been re-elected. The main thrust of the reflection and themes studied correspond to the title of the above-mentioned document. Among the themes they treated was the reshaping of the Society of Mary in the sense of changing its struc​tures of government. This external change has to be accompanied by change at personal and com​munity level too. The second theme deals with the creation of missionary Districts, one in Europe and the other in North America. Fr Joaquín says in his letter that this has been a case of trial by fire for the Council of the Society in 1997.

