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Democratic Republic of  Congo

THE CRISIS CONTINUES

At the present moment, our Brothers in the Democratic Republic of Congo are anxiously following announcements made by the government as well as those made by the rebels which presage a new outbreak of warfare between the two armies.

Three of our communities, two in Kinshasa and one in Kindu are situated in territory controlled by the government forces, the other six communities (2 in Kisangani, Bobandana, Goma, Bukavu and Nyangezi) however, are in the zone controlled by the rebel army.Up till now we have been keeping up regular contact with Kinshasa, Kisangani and Goma and through these three bases we are following closely the situation of the Brothers in the other communities.The community which at the moment is suffering greatest problems of security is the one in Bobandana, where there are still two Brothers just now: Richard Mutumwa and Alphonse; these two Brothers are Congolese. We are doing our best to evacuate them to Goma on the first occasion that arises. Security in that zone, Lake Kivu, is especially threatened by confrontations between the rebel army and bands of “Mai-Mai”. These Mai-Mai are armed bands of youths from the villages which have been formed spontaneously and in a somewhat disorderly fashion in order to attack and harry those detachments of the rebel army.The situation in most of the country is making life difficult since food is becoming scarce, prices are going up, and even religious communities have no resources because in some cities banks have been attacked and ransacked.

The five postulants in Kisangani have already finished their year of postulantship and have been able to travel to Obala (in Cameroon) to begin their noviciate. For the moment, the beginning of the postulantship for the new group has been suspended as we wait to see how circumstances develop.

During his recent visit to Rwanda, Brother Benito managed to get through to the frontier town of Bukavu  in the Congo to join the communities of Bukavu and Nyangezi. It was a moment of grace and encouragement for the Brothers who are continuing to show an admirable spirit, being ready to share the fate of their people.

12 September in the family

IN THE HOUSE OF THE SISTERS

The Marist Sisters invited different communities in Rome to join them in a fraternal festivity in via Aurelia. Sister Gail, the Superior General, welcomed members of different branches of the family: Marist Fathers, Missionary Marist Sisters and Marist Brothers. A total of forty people were there to enjoy some enjoyable hours, sharing news  and renewing old friendships. The Marist Sisters were first class hostesses, successfully arranging things to accommodate such a large number of guests in the limited space of their General House. Thank you very much, Sisters!

Guestmaster at Notre Dame de l’Hermitage from 1987 to 1997

DEATH OF BROTHER NOËL GUILHOT

Many people who went on pilgrimage to Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage, Brothers and lay people from around the whole world, no doubt remember Brother Noël, his welcoming smile, his readiness to be of service, his attentiveness. He left us on 25 September after a painful illness that he bore with faith and courage. The celebration of his funeral allowed a large attendance of mourners to show their sympathy towards a Brother who struck all those who knew him by his quality as a person. Before being at the heart of the welcoming party, Brother Noël had spent a long time educating young people in La Valla and was director in other schools. Everywhere he radiated joy, enthusiasm and good spirit like a true son of Marcellin Champagnat. He was a man full of good sense, with a cheerful and open character, a tireless worker, always attentive to others, especially to pupils who were finding things hard. At the age of 75 he still kept up the dynamism and the drive of his early years, and to that he added the experience of a life of dedication. The community of Notre Dame de l’Hermitage feel his absence very deeply, even though they know that our Brother now has a place near Jesus and Mary and that he will have a seat in the grand circle in Paradise when he takes part in the canonisation of Father Champagnat who must be very proud of his Brother Noël.

The Marist Sisters

NEW FOUNDATION IN VENEZUELA

On 1 September the Marist Sisters came to Venezuela. Their community is made up of a Canadian, a Brazilian and a Mexican. Their first foundation will be in the city of Maracay. They have opted to work in a few marginalised quarters where the needs are great. We wish them a fruitful apostolate in Venezuela for many years.

The EAM network is growing

SETTING UP THE HISPANO-PORTUGUESE NETWORK
From 11 to 18 September the Hispano-Portuguese network of the Espiritualidad Apostólica Marista (EAM) (Marist Apostolic Spirituality) was set up in Madrid. It was a week of intense work, fraternal intimacy and shared reflection on personal experiences in a prayerful atmosphere. The principal objectives of the group were established, that is, the support, and active help in the service of Provinces and groups of Brothers in relation to the calls of the 19th General Chapter. Present at this meeting were Brothers Marcelino Ganzaraín (General Councillor), Mariano Varona (Chile), co-ordinator of the network for Hispano-Portuguese languages and member of the Spirituality Commission, José Rúa (representing the Central Council of the Spanish Marist Conference), Nicolás García (Provincial of Castille) and a representative of each Province which takes on the co-ordination and animation of the Network in their own Province and collaborates in others. These Brothers are: Zacarías Aguirre (Norte), Ramón Benseny (Catalonia), Francisco García  (Levante), Fernando Hinojal (Betica), Diamantino Martins  (Portugal), Eduardo Montenegro (León), Adolfo Pérez (Castille) and Ernesto Tendero (Madrid).

Broher Ramon Benseny was elected coordinator os the Network for Spain and Portugal.

Oceania comes to Rome

SYNOD OF BISHOPS FROM OCEANIA

All the bishops of Oceania will be attending a month-long Synod of Bishops for that region at the Vatican commencing November 22nd. The Vatican Information Service announced that among the participating auditors will be two Marist Brothers. They are Brother Kelvin Canavan, who is the director of Catholic Education in the Archdiocese of Sydney, and Julian Hakumin, who is working in Catholic Education in Bougainville, Papua New Guinea. The Superior General of the Marist Fathers, Joaquín Fernández, has been chosen as a member of the Synod. The Marist Fathers are represented as experts by Fathers: Neil Vaney, teacher of theology at Mt. St. Mary’s College, Diocese of Auckland (New Zealand) and Peter Westerman, General Councillor. Among the other auditors are also Fr. Peter Ewart, Executive Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference of New Zealand, Fr. Henk Kronenberg, Secretary General of the Bishops’ Conference of New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, and the Superior General of the Marist Missionary Sisters, Sister Patricia Stowers, SMSM.

Meeting in Lisbon

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN PROVINCIALS (CEP)

From 18 to 25 September the annual meeting of the CEP took place in Carcavelos, Portugal, with the presence of Brothers Benito, Seán and Henri  Vignau. Apart from the administrative business of the CEP, there were two central topics: Solidarity and Restructuring in Europe. On the topic of Solidarity, Brothers Allen and Santiago (BIS), and Brother Pere Borrás joined the Provincials in their analysis of the present situation of European youth and the proposals for Romania, Hungary and others. The first two days were taken up with an interesting reflection on the calls of God in that respect, first in groups and then in a plenary session. Brothers Gaston and Pedro, General Councillors, and some Provincial Councillors, joined the discussion on the topic of Restructuring in Europe, thus increasing the numbers attending the Assembly to forty. To prepare for this meeting, and to give continuity to the one held in Rome last year, the Provincial Councils of Europe had received from the General Council two possible schemes for the reorganisation of Marist Europe. Starting with this reflection, and in three groups, they shared opinions on the advantages and disadvantages of these schemes and other suggestions, coming from some Provincial Councils, were put forward. The work in groups which followed offered several alternative schemes (9 in all), along with a great variety of criticisms and possible solutions. The attempt to reduce them to three or four which might possibly cover the “consensus” of those present met with some difficulties. The differences of culture, language, type of mission and the situation of the Provinces and Districts continue to be some of the difficulties that have to be taken into account. It was clear that there was need for more intense study of basic criteria, especially the standard to be applied to new forms of presence, to inter-Province solidarity and the international nature of the future Provinces. Some significant steps forward were made but the time turned out to be too short for attaining the planned objectives. The General Council undertook the responsibility of offering some initiatives that would allow the process to continue. These will be presented to the Provincials in a letter that Brother Benito will send to the Provincials in the near future.

Publications of the General Council

COLLABORATION

Since the month of September, Br Lluis Serra has been directing the issue of publications of the General Council in its service of animating the Institute. There is no room here for just any literary work or ideas that come from the Brothers, given its specific aim. Some instances of collaboration by the Brothers are directly asked for. Nevertheless, there are news items of interest for “FMS UPDATE” and/or “FMS Echos” it would be desirable to make known to the publications service for possible eventual use. Sharing our family gatherings or accounts of current events, be they joyful or painful, also nourishes our family spirit. In this way we will be able to keep alive the gift of the Institute in its far-flung presence and change newsworthy events into motives for prayer.

To send information, texts, reviews, publications and photographs, address them to Br Lluis Serra – E-mail address: publica@fms.it – Fax: international code + 39 06 54517217 – or to the postal address of the General House.

Causes of canonisation

What is being done and… what we can hope for

A photocopied edition of the Marist Martyrology has just been done. It offers a brief synthesis on our “martyrs”. At present it has been published in Spanish only and one or two copies will be sent to Provincials. If any Province wants more, it can ask the Secretary General for them. Br Gabriele Andreucci has finished the second book on “Positio super martirio” of Brothers Crisanto, Aquilino, Cipriano José and 63 companions martyrs (Spain) and has already presented it to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. It is a long, well-documented work of more than one thousand pages and is written in Italian.

Some time ago there was also presented “The Compendium on the Life, Virtues and Miracles for the Canonisation of Father Champagnat” in view of the Consistory of the Pope with the Cardinals. Each stage in the canonisation process has required the presentation of a written work in which are collected the studies and decisions of the previous stage along with such complementary information as is required for each case.

At the moment of writing this Bulletin, the Consistory at which the Pope will announce the date of the canonisation of Marcellin Champagnat has not been convoked. We are waiting in hope.

Progress in restructuring

CREATION OF A NEW PROVINCE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

On 14 September, the General Council created a new Province in Southern Africa by merging the Province of South Africa with the Districts of Malawi/Zambia and Zimbabwe, and with the Sectors of Mozambique and Zambia. This new Province will be canonically constituted in April 1999 with the beginning of the Provincial Chapter and the taking over of the new Brother Provincial. On that same date, Malawi/Zambia and Zimbabwe will cease to be Districts and South Africa will cease to be a Province.

There are some aspects which are still being studied with the object of establishing agreements on collaboration with the Provinces of Castille, Iberville, Quebec and Portugal with respect to the support in the matter of persons and economic means that the founding Provinces will be able to offer for some time to the new Administrative Unit.

The procedure they have followed has been long, realistic and very enriching. Now we are waiting for the name which will be given to this new Province. Congratulations!

Solidarity knows no frontiers

FIRST VISIT OF BROTHER BENITO TO THE PROVINCE OF PORTUGAL

After the conference of European Provincials, Brother Benito paid his first visit to the Portuguese Province. Among the different meetings he attended, one which stood out was the meeting with Brothers and a large group of lay people who are particularly linked to the Marist mission (directing teams, co-ordinators, affiliated members, the Champagnat Movement Fraternity…). One part of the meeting included a religious celebration at which a send-off was given to two young people who will go to Mozambique as volunteers. Pedro is a lawyer and Maria Joâo is a teacher in one of our colleges. Both of them are giving up their present jobs. They are supported by the Marist Family of Portugal who, through Foundation Champagnat, are promoting solidarity projects.

Ongoing formation

TWO INTERESTING PROJECTS IN EUROPE

The European Provinces are carrying out a programme of ongoing formation for lay people which is progressing in two stages, one of which always takes place at the Hermitage. The first group ended last April and another started on 16 July and ended on the 24th. The Brothers and lay people who make up the commission which directs the meetings are Juan Jesús Moral, Georges Roussos, Massimo Banaudi, Nabil Antaki, Joël Leber and José Manuel Seijas.

Another mark of co-operation in Europe is the session which was held in Lebanon in July of this year for Brothers aged between 50 and 60.

District of Rwanda

OUR MISSION AS MARIST BROTHERS.
From 5 to 12 September last, Brothers Benito, Jeff and Gaston went to Rwanda. For one week, with twenty-four Brothers assembled in the monastery of Gihindamuyaga, near Save, they animated a meeting with the theme: “Our mission as Marist Brothers in Rwanda”. At the end of that assembly, several recommendations were formulated and presented to the Superior of the District and his Council. These recommendations are meant to give priority to the needs of young people who have not been to school. On the last day, during the celebration of the Eucharist, Brother Spiridion Ndanga, the District Superior, made the vow of Stability, while Brothers Callixte Havugimana and Phocas Ndagijimana renewed their annual vows.

_______________________
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