	[image: image2.png]



	UPDATE
	number  37
	Rome,  Desember 10, 1998
	page  4



	[image: image1.png]



	UPDATE
	37

	
	Piazzale M. Champagnat, 2  -  C.P. 10250  -  00144  Roma

Tel.(39) 06 545 17279 - Fax (39) 06 545 17 217 - Email publica@fms.it
	10.12.1998


Waiting for the date. . . , and more.

THE ESSENCE OF LIFE

At a recent day of recollection for the General Administration community, Father Edmund Power, OSB, made the following point: “Lent points us toward a way of living; Advent, on the other hand, toward the essence of life, namely the hope we need to reach the fullness of Christ”. Waiting in hope.

This is exactly what we’re doing as we await a date for Marcellin’s canonization. We may find out a few days after the Synod of Oceania, which is scheduled to end on December 12th. Other signs of hope are dotting the landscape: in Cuba, the official return of Christmas as a religious holiday; in our Institute, the gift of more perpetually professed Brothers; and here in Rome, John Paul’s proclamation of the Year of our Heavenly Father on the way to Jubilee 2000.

Perpetually Professed Brothers

LASTING COMMITMENT

Since last July, the Institute has been blessed by several Brothers making their perpetual profession. This is a gift from our Good Mother, a reason for joy and hope that each of us shares. You can find the names of these Brothers in Attachment 1 of this UPDATE. Congratulations to everyone!  Other perpetual profession ceremonies may have taken place during this time period, but we are only including those about which we have been officially notified here at the General House.

IV National Assembly in Mexico

CHAMPAGNAT MOVEMENT OF THE MARIST FAMILY

October 30th to November 1st, more than 100 participants from every Chapter in the country met at Cerro del Cubilete, 2661 meters (more than  8700 feet) above sea level, considered the geographical center of Mexico. Reflection centered around “bringing out Champagnat’s charism in the life of the Marist lay person, and responding to new signs of the times”. Bros. Marcelino Ganzarain and Luis Garcia of the General Council, and Arturo Chavez and Aurelio Brambila of Mexico took part in the proceedings. Also present were the country's two Provincials, Alfonso Fernandez and Enrique Escobar.

This year’s gathering, hosted by the Chapter in Irapuato, coincides with the 100th Anniversary of our Marist work in Mexico. Special moments included the Movement’s consecration to the Sacred Heart  and the Eucharist to end the Assembly. The wonderful spirit in evidence is another reason for tremendous hope and optimism.

Ever moving forward

THIRD AGE GROUP AT MANZIANA

A Third Age program for English-speaking Brothers took place at Manziana, near Rome, from September 4th to November 6th.  Co-Directors for the course were Bros. Tony Shears and Roy Mooney.

Bro. Nello Facci from Australia did his usual superb job as the house’s business manager. Participants came from the Provinces of Melbourne, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, South Africa, the Philippines, Great Britain, Iberville, Esopus and Poughkeepsie. Fr. Xavier Vitacolonna, C.P., from the United States, served as chaplain for the group. The course was a moment of grace for all in their long life of service to the Gospel.

Decisions following discernment

THE COMMUNITY OF LAGO AGRIO IN SUCUMBIOS, ECUADOR

The discernment process carried out by the Province of Ecuador is beginning to show results. Having turned over the administration of a high school to lay people and the prestigious Private Technical University of Loja to the diocese, the Brothers have set up a community in the Amazaon rain forest, where petroleum companies are staking out Indian lands. Three Brothers make up the Vicariate of Sucumbios, with headquarters in the city of Lago Agrio. Their missionary endeavor is being undertaken together with a community of Sisters from Mexico. The Brothers are fully committed to defending the human rights of the local people. As stated in our Constitutions, Article 34, they “stand in solidarity with the poor and their just causes.” They are not only serving as mediators for the people of the region. They also offered their full logistical support in distributing food and water to demonstrators, standing  by them around the clock during a successful ten day protest, forcing the government to give in to their just demands. The Cofanes, members of an ethnic minority inhabiting the Amazon region of Ecuador, are feeling the Church’s presence and support more and more in reclaiming their rights, so often trampled on in the past.

Meeting of three Congregations

PLANNING CANONIZATIONS TOGETHER

On November 28th, the General House played host to the second meeting of the Superior Generals and Postulators of the three Congregations who will have members canonized at the same papal ceremony.  The Congregations and those to be canonized are: The Marist Brothers (Blessed Marcellin Champagnat), The Sisters of Charity of Jean Antide Thouret (Blessed Agostina Pietrantoni), and the Poor Servants of Providence (Blessed Don Calabria). The Marist Brothers were represented at the meeting by Br. Henry Vignau, as Br. Benito was on a visit to Venezuela at that time. The purpose of the meeting was to continue planning and working together on the upcoming canonization ceremony, and to consider ways for celebrating the occasion.  When the long-awaited date is made known, the three preparatory teams will intensify their collaboration, presuming the Vatican reaffirms previous signals that it intends to hold a joint celebration for the three new Saints.   

The International College

MARIST BROTHER STUDENTS IN ROME

The community of the International College is composed of twenty-four student Brothers, three of whom will be graduating at Christmas time; Br. Alfredo Orengo, College Librarian; and Bros. Ivo Antonio Strobino, Director, and Emeterio Perez Mayor, Assistant Director. There are fourteen Marist Provinces and three Districts represented, encompassing thirteen different countries. Father Tarcisio Vieira is serving as Chaplain.

The Brothers are students at five different Universities: Salesian (ten Brothers); the Gregorian (six Brothers); Teresianum (three); the Marianum (three); and the Alfonsiana (two).

Recently the community moved to its new living quarters in the redesigned guest wing of the House, which now has thirty rooms. Very soon, the big building they used to occupy will be completely remodelled and turned into a hotel, ready to receive pilgrims for the Jubilee Year.

In the footsteps of Marcellin

OUR RECENTLY DECEASED BROTHERS

Please refer to Attachment 2, containing the names of Brothers who have delivered up their souls to the Lord and our Good Mother in recent days. May they rest in peace.

96,000 students in 50 years

A GREAT UNIVERSITY: TRADITION AND FUTURE 

On November 8th, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, The Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS) celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving in honor of its fifty years of service to the Church through   higher education. At the present time, PUCRS has more than 22,000 students enrolled in graduate courses, and over 2,000 doing postgraduate work, spread among twenty-five faculties. Recently the University hosted the 64th Plenary Meeting of the Council of Presidents of Brazilian Universities.

The Synod of Oceania: Br. Kelvin Canavan

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

Br. Kelvin Canavan is Director of the Office of Catholic Education in the Archdiocese of Sydney, Australia. He’s in Rome these days, attending the Synod of Oceania. On the morning of November 27th, he addressed the Synod on the topic “Catholic Schools and the Mission of the Church”. Amazingly, 20% of Australia’s boys and girls attend Catholic schools. Br. Kelvin noted “that parishes and school communities are searching together to come up with new ways for helping students so that they find a home in their local church and feel part of a welcoming community.” In addition, he pointed out that “as educators, we should be patient and encourage young people in their search for Truth.”

The Synod of Oceania: Br. Julian Hakumin

GRATITUDE FOR PRAYERS OFFERED FOR PEACE IN BOUGAINVILLE

Br. Julian Hakumin is a member of the advisory team for Catholic Education in the Diocese of Bougainville, Papua New Guinea. He, too, spoke to the Synod on the morning of November 27th. His presentation had to do with the tragic situation in his homeland, where war has killed 20,000 people.

The population of Bougainville is more than 80% Catholic. He stressed two subjects that are affecting that Diocese: first, the see has been vacant for a very long time; and second, there is a pressing  need to work out a program of instruction, a syllabus to guide the educational process for children traumatized by the war. In conclusion, Brother thanked everyone who has raised up prayers to the Lord for peace in Bougainville.

Emergency relief  for Central America

SED, SPAIN’S NGO, DEEPLY INVOLVED

During a visit to Rome, Br. Jack Gonzalez, the Director of Solidarity, Education, and Development (SED), a Non-Government Organization based in Spain, spoke with UPDATE concerning the group’s involvement in Central America these days. The NGO is doing all it can to bring relief to the victims of Hurricane Mitch. Efforts are being concentrated in two main areas. The first is a campaign to sensitize people to the storm’s staggering financial impact on the economies of the region. Item: external debt.

Some countries are being forced to spend three times more to meet interest payments on loans from well-off countries than on the health and education of their own people. The second need is for economic assistance. As of this moment, SED has already donated 140,000 US Dollars for emergency aid. Fully 40% of Mitch’s victims in Central America have been children, most them very, very young. Their personal future is every bit as bleak, uncertain, and precarious as that of their countries. These youngsters are the new faces of the Montagne boy.      

World Days

SHEDDING LIGHT ON PRESENT DAY REALITIES

Today we are celebrating the International Day of Human Rights, marking the 50th Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights, an event we made note of in the previous issue of UPDATE. December 1st was World Day in the Fight against AIDS, and the 3rd was the International Day of People Who are Physically and Mentally Challenged. On these special occasions, our Marist way of educating for justice can find ready made opportunities for solidarity, for behind the realities that each of these days highlight is found much human suffering  that needs to be addressed.

Attachment 1. – Brothers who have professed Perpetual Vows  

	First Name
	Family Name
	Date
	Province

	Lucien Alfred
	RAMANANTSOA
	08-08-1998
	Madagascar

	Jean Aimé Claud
	RANDRIANASOLO
	08-08-1998
	Madagascar

	Aaron Chakanets
	MAZHAMBE
	15-08-1998
	Iberville / Zimbabwe

	Anacleto
	PERUZZO
	23-08-1998
	Santa Catarina

	Michael Stefan
	SCHMALZL
	13-09-1998
	Germany

	João
	MIZOMBO TRUMBA
	20-09-1998
	Porto Alegre

	Juan José
	RODRÍGUEZ GARCÍA
	11-10-1998
	Castilla

	Rafael
	GÓMEZ RUIZ
	12-10-1998
	León

	Anthony
	NJOLOVI
	17-10-1998
	Quebec / Malawi

	Alexander
	MANYENGO
	17-10-1998
	Quebec / Malawi

	Mastone
	MBEWE
	17-10-1998
	Quebec / Malawi

	Guillermo
	ALCALÁ REAL
	18-10-1998
	Madrid

	José Damián
	CORDERO CRESPO
	18-10-1998
	Madrid

	Jordi
	MARIMON FONTANET
	24-10-1998
	Cataluña

	Jordi
	RODRÍGUEZ FERNÁNDEZ
	07-11-1998
	Cataluña


Attachment 2.  – Deceased Brothers (dating from November 19, 1998)

	Family Name
	First Name
	Name in Religion
	Province


	Age
	Prof
	Date



	Hebia
	Hermes
	Luiz Anselmo
	Rio de Janeiro
	91
	71
	19/11/1998

	Preston
	William George
	Placid William
	New Zealand
	69
	51
	27/11/1998

	Côté
	Robert
	Omer
	Quebec
	90
	72
	30/11/1998

	Collacchi
	Luigi
	Cristoforo
	Italy
	90
	73
	02/12/1998

	Heck
	Éduard
	Jean Édouard
	Beaucamps-Saint-Genis
	91
	74
	80/12/1998
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