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*** The two news items in this release are for in-house distribution. Tomorrow, as we celebrate the feast of Mary’s Divine Maternity and World Day of Peace, let us earnestly entreat the Lord for an end to war.

*** War breaks out again in Angola

*** THE COMMUNITY OF KWUITO-BIE ISOLATED

War has erupted again in Angola. Our Brothers in Kwuito are directly affected, being cut off as rebel troops have seized control of the region. In Kwuito we have a house of formation and a junior high school that was recently returned to us by the government. Fortunately the aspirants are home on vacation with their families. However, Brother Pedrinho Tamboosi and Brother Adrian remain in the community residence. For now, it seems they’re not in any serious danger, but they’ve been left with very little in the way of supplies to meet their daily needs. The school has become a haven for refugees fleeing from combat zones. A good number of the refugees are from houses of formation run by other religious congregations. The Christmas season has been taking on the aura of solidarity and genuine brotherhood for our Brothers in Kwuito-Bie!

*** Dramatic attacks in the Congo

*** Military-style outlaws or soldiers out-of-control?

War continues in the Congo. Even though hostilities in the region have ceased to hold the attention of the mass media, human suffering continues unabated, and peace seems further away than ever. The Brothers are maintaining their presence in several communities in this part of the world.

NYANGEZI. On the night of December 8th, this community was attacked by a band of armed men in military uniform. They brazenly mistreated community members and looted the place to their hearts’ content. They slammed one Brother to the ground. They fired several shots into the cement flooring, showering the area with chips of concrete, wounding Brother Jean-Marie Duvivier in the legs - legs which had already been afflicted with illness, pain, and suffering.

Just two days ago, on the 29th, the community suffered a new and sustained attack, more violent than ever. Brother Jean-Marie was injured again when struck in the face. The latest news we have is that he was attended to in Bukavu, that his condition does not appear to be serious, and that he is now back in the community. Other Brothers have been belted even more violently.

Here in Europe, we first learned about all this while “surfing” the airwaves. The District Superior has been in touch by radio, and today, New Year’s Eve, he’s been able to get to Bukavu and be with our Brothers from Nyangezi and Bukavu. He’s the one who has provided us with this latest information.

Towards the end of next week, two European Brothers will be evacuated, to remove them from harm’s way, and let them have a respite in their home Provinces.

It seems that the assailants belong to armed guerrilla bands based in nearby mountains, warriors bent on turning the region into a zone filled with chaos, panic, and wanton violence. 

The situation in our other communities remains under a cloud of uncertainty. In Goma, although there’s an atmosphere of civil unrest, life at the junior high school goes on as normal. At Kisangani, school is open, and in fact that’s one of the more peaceful places at present. At Kindu, the school is closed but the Brothers continue to work with young people in the area. The community there is barely able to make ends meet, and the region is so cut off that it’s very difficult to get any aid into their hands. In spite of all of those problems, a few days ago a Brother from Goma was able to take advantage of a special plane flight, and he brought some much needed provisions for that community.

For his part, the Bishop of Kindu has sent out a graphic letter describing the brutal battles that have been raging in the region in recent weeks, the barbaric ransacking that’s been taking place, and the extensive damage that his diocese has been enduring.
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