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Activities planned for Rome

PROGRAMME OF THE CANONISATION

Just as it has been communicated to the Provincial Co-ordinators. Here is the definitive programme with regard to the Canonisation of Marcellin Champagnat.

	Friday, 

16 April
	15,00 – 19,30


	MARCELLIN WELCOMES YOU.

Exhibition in the Generalate, 

Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 (EUR).

	
	
	

	Saturday, 

17 April
	09,00 – 12,30
	MARCELLIN WELCOMES YOU.

Exhibition in the Generalate,

	
	
	

	
	10.00 – 13,00
	I TOO AM A CHAMPAGNAT 

A Meeting of reflection for young people, group animators, members of  the "Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family" and other interested persons. It will be held in 

Collegio San Leone Magno

Piazza Santa Costanza, 2.

	
	
	

	
	18,00 – 20,30
	A HEART THAT KNOWS NO BOUNDS.

Celebration for all the pilgrims 

in the Paul VI Assembly Hall in Vatican City.

	
	
	

	Sunday, 

18 April
	09,15

10,00
	Preparation

MASS FOR THE CANONIZATION  of MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT, GIOVANNI CALABRIA and AGOSTINA PIETRANTONI 

in St. Peter's Square in the Vatican. 

	
	
	

	
	17,00 – 18,30
	MARCELLIN WELCOMES YOU.

Exhibition in the Generalate

	
	
	

	
	19,00
	MEETING OF MARIST BROTHERS 

in the Generalate

	
	
	

	Monday 

19 April
	8,00
	MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

Basilica di San Paolo fuori le Mura
Via Ostiense, 190

	
	
	

	
	12,00
	Preparation

PAPAL AUDIENCE OF JOHN PAUL II 

In the Vatican

	
	
	

	
	17,00 – 19,30
	MARCELLIN WELCOMES YOU.

Exhibition in the Generalate


Formulating concrete proposals

RESTRUCTURING IN EAST AFRICA

From 19 to 21 February, there took place in Ghana, the Fourth Assembly for Restructuring in East Africa. Present as delegates to this Assembly were 12 Brothers whose mission is in this region of the Institute: two from Nigeria, two from Cameroon, three from Ghana, three from Ivory Coast and two from Liberia. Because of the proposals that were to be discussed, there were also present as delegates the Provincial and vice-Provincial of Levante (Ivory Coast), the Provincial of Esopus (Liberia), and the delegate for the Province of Great Britain/Cameroon. To these delegates were added, as observers, the Provincial of the Norte Province (Chad/Equatorial Guinea) and the Superior of Equatorial Guinea. The General Councillors, Brothers Jeff and Luis, facilitated the Assembly. There was an excellent spirit in the Assembly, with high levels of participation and fraternal discussion. The quiet periods of prayer were an important factor in bridging the times between the readings of the liturgy and the Marist documents in the daily discussions. After several sessions of open and fraternal reflection they arrived at the following proposal which is to be studied by the respective Provincial Councils first and then by the General Council.  The Marist region of West Africa will be made up of: the Province of Nigeria, already in existence, and a new District which will be made up at first of the Sectors of Cameroon, Ghana and the Ivory Coast and, at the appropriate moment, the Sector of Liberia, under the responsibility of the Province of Levante (Spain).

This new District will start to function before the end of the year 2000. The integration of the Liberian Sector will follow a different timetable that will be negotiated in discussions involving the Sector of Liberia itself, the Province of Esopus, the province of Levante and the General Council.

The Assembly expressed its complete openness to the suggestion that the communities of Chad and Equatorial Guinea could join the new District if they so decide, after discussion between their Provincial Council and the new Superiors.

Significant steps

RESTRUCTURING IN EUROPE

The process of restructuring is going ahead in Europe. On 16 and 17 February representatives of the Administrative Units of “Central” and “Southern” Europe met in San Andrés de Llavaneras (Barcelona); these were the seven Provinces of Spain, the two of France, Italy, Portugal and Lebanon-Syria, each one represented by the Provincial and a Councillor. There was also a representative of the Sector of Greece and one from Switzerland. Brothers Henri, Gaston and Pedro represented the General Council.

The aim of the meeting was to continue the one held in Carcavelos in September of last year and to try to form the bases of alternative proposals of restructuring which must be presented  to the General Council before next June. The meeting went ahead in an excellent atmosphere of fraternal and frank communication, thus allowing some significant steps to be taken. Conscious of the complexity of the subject, the participators gave of their best to find global solutions to the different situations obtaining throughout Marist Europe. 

For their part, the group of “Northern Europe” (Germany, Belgium-Holland, Great Britain, Ireland) held their meeting in Dublin in the following week for the same purpose.

Report on their activities

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF SOLIDARITY

The BIS at the Generalate continues in 1999 with three staff: Br Allen Sherry, Br Santiago Fernández and Ms Letizia Quintas. The focus of the current work has been the preparation of a plan of action for the coming year which will include regular BIS Bulletins for the Provinces and BIS contact Brothers’ information Bulletins (both mailed this week), the formation of a writing team for a new style of Advent Solidarity text for the Institute during 1999 (the base language this year will be Spanish), and the continuing of work on the major tasks of the revised drafts of Handbooks for Provinces missioning lay volunteers. BIS is also drafting at present a policy for the office regarding our approach at the Generalate to appeals for emergency aid – an aspect not at present addressed in the Institute’s Solidarity Fund.

BIS has also been working with the Econome General in processing a number of applications for funding from both the Solidarity Fund and the Caisse de Solidarité. This year, ten micro-projects have been funded from the Solidarity Fund and these range from educational projects with poor students in Southern Africa to pig breeding in Ecuador and a medical clinic for street children in Mongolia.

The Caisse de Solidarité, launched twelve months ago for major Marist projects, has received monies from the operating surplus of 15 provinces this year (a total of $771,000 USD).

The generosity of these Provinces has enabled our Brothers in developing countries to build new Marist schools, expand existing ones, build Province Centres and expand and renovate three houses for postulants. Solidarity within the Institute is manifested very concretely in these ways in the second report of the Caisse de Solidarité released this week.

New Fraternity

SAN MARCELINO CHAMPAGNAT

Seven married couples, who were called together at the beginning of 1997 by Brother Demetrio Espinoso, after much discerning and reflection, make up the new Fraternity of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family which has been formed in Argentina. They write: “Marcellin’s charisma, a gift of the Holy Spirit and a present for the Church, takes on a fuller dimension with the canonisation, and it is up to us Marists, through this Fraternity, to live it and to continue his work. When he is proclaimed a saint, may we see, reflected in our lives, that Marcellin, today, here and always is living through our arms and that, following his words, it may be said of us as of the first Christians: “See how they love one another”.

The Society of Mary

A SAINT IN THE FAMILY

The canonisation of Marcellin Champagnat has been greatly welcomed and celebrated in the different branches of the Society of Mary. We keep receiving publications from the Marist Fathers  in which they gather together articles on Marcellin and the Brothers. This feast we are all celebrating unites us even closer around the figure of Mary as the common source and the one who inspired the different charismas of our Institutes.

In the material that makes up the Dossier of the canonisation, there are many facts which make for a mutual recognition that is more topical.

Rebuilding is going on

CONSEQUENCES OF THE EARTHQUAKE IN COLOMBIA

Br Abdon Alvear writes to us: “Concerning our works in the region of the Eje Cafetero (coffee axis), especially Armenia, on 1 March we began teaching in a building hired for the use of the Colegio San José, and in an official building for the Escuela San Marcelino. The Province is going to meet the costs for this year since it will be impossible for many of the students to pay. No decision has yet been taken concerning the building which housed the community, the College and the school since we are awaiting the technical report from the government to see if it can be rebuilt or will have to be demolished; some people say that the place where the college is situated is a high-risk zone. At Provincial level, we are asking ourselves what type of Marist presence should we have in Armenia in the future, taking into account provincial and congregational options. 

A commission is preparing a solidarity project to help employees and families that are most close to us in our works by rebuilding dwellings for them.

Canonisation of Marcellin Champagnat

THE 18 APRIL IS DRAWING NEAR MORE QUICKLY THAN ONE WOULD WISH

The preparatory work is going ahead and most of it is on time. The team has not been short of unforeseen difficulties and has had to solve them as they arose. For some aspects they have depended on the valiant collaboration of more specific working groups and in the month of April we hope still to have them… The readiness to help and the good will of the Brothers in the General House, in San Leone and in Manziana are very much in evidence.

***Democratic Republic of the Congo

***THE BROTHERS ARE STAYING NEAR THE YOUNG FOLK

Newspapers are saying very little about what is happening in this war which is still going on, but everything is as it has been during these last weeks. Direct communication with almost all of our communities is difficult and that is as true for getting information into them from outside as for receiving news from inside. We know that the Brothers are safe and that their lives are not in any particular danger, but they are suffering from the same conditions of want as the Congolese people are suffering.

The District Superior is doing some real balancing acts to accompany the communities since it is not possible to travel to some of them, there being no transport available and in some places the risks are too great.

Even where we have not been able to start scholastic activities, the presence of the Brothers is providing strong support for the people of the place.

***More about the Congo

***THE VALUE OF A PHOTOGRAPH IN WARTIME

The Brothers have been strengthening some communities and to do that they have had to withdraw for the time being from Bobandana, which is continuing to function under a layman. A Brother is going to that place to support the work of the seculars and three young laymen are looking after the house and the college. In December, one of them went to a community of the Brothers to get some help with foodstuffs and when he saw the photograph of the Superior General he began to cry out and gesticulate with joy. He explained to the Brothers that an armed group had entered the house in Bobandana and cleared out everything. Before going away they saw the photograph of the Superior General and said:” We are interested in this too. He is a handsome man.” The three young men insisted that they should not take it away, telling them: “Leave it. That’s our Superior General.” In the face of this insistence the armed band left the photo where it was and went back to the mountains taking away the little we had in the house, because apart from the walls there was nothing to steal. 

*** news items intended for internal distribution only; not to be published.

BROTHERS DECEASED BETWEEN13-O2-99 AND 05-03-99

According to information received by the General Administration

	NAME
	FAMILY NAME
	IN RELIGION
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	DELAVIS
	Alphonse
	Louis Chanel
	78
	M-C-Hermitage
	17-02-1999

	BRAUN
	Ottmar Leopoldo
	Atanasio Luiz
	73
	Sta Maria
	17-02-1999

	DRISCOLL
	Michael C.
	
	52
	Esopus
	17-02-1999

	KLAHOLZ
	Theodor
	Sigurd
	77
	Germany
	19-02-1999

	GARCÍA GONZÁLEZ
	Ramiro
	Emilio Ramiro
	80
	Western Mexico
	19-02-1999

	VASER
	Filippo
	Carlo Emilio
	85
	Italy
	20-02-1999

	ENGELMANN
	José Arlindo
	José Hugo
	61
	Sta Maria
	22-02-1999

	HOULE
	Marcel
	Jean Célien
	83
	Iberville
	23-02-1999

	MARSHALL
	Geoffrey Thomas
	
	52
	Melbourne
	24-02-1999

	OUELLETTES
	Alcide
	Rudolph Eugène
	76
	Poughkeepsie
	26-02-1999

	OSPINA OROZCO
	Juan de Jesús
	Juan de Dios
	82
	Colombia
	27-02-1999

	BATES
	Francis Bede
	Urban Pastor
	89
	Sydney
	03-03-1999


_________________
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