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Unofficial Version of the Texts

Liturgy for the Mass of Saint Marcellin Champagnat
Three points

1  The Latin text has been officially approved.  The versions in all the other languages are waiting for approval.

2  The translation of readings and the psalm should be adjusted to the official texts approved by The Episcopal Conference of each country.

3  If any Brother or Community would like to have the Latin text, it can be ordered through the Service of Publications:

publica@fms.it and it will be sent by e-mail.

June 6

SAINT MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

Priest

Solemnity

Entrance Antiphon
Mark 10, 14-15

Let the children come to me and do not hinder them. It is to just such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I assure you that whoever does not accept the reign of God like a little child shall not take part in it.

Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father, you have revealed your new commandment of love through your Only Begotten Son, and shown us how to put it into practice by the inspiring example of Saint Marcellin; grant us the grace to persevere in loving all our brothers and sisters as he did, and to lead our world to the knowledge of your goodness and truth in Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

Prayer over the Gifts

May our offering be pleasing to you, O Lord. Fill us with that same spirit of your love that inspired Saint Marcellin, that we may listen attentively to the teaching of the Apostles in unity, in prayer, and in the Eucharist. Through Christ our Lord.

 Preface for Pastors or for Religious.

Communion Antiphon      John 19, 26-27

Seeing his mother there with the disciple whom he loved, Jesus said to his mother, “Woman, there is your son.” In turn he said to the disciple, “There is your mother.” From that hour onward, the disciple took her into his care.

Prayer after Communion
Lord, you have nourished us with the Body and Blood of your Son. As we celebrate the great work that you have accomplished in your Church through Saint Marcellin, may the power of this Sacrament constantly inspire us and give us the strength and courage to undertake even greater apostolic works. Through Christ our Lord.

First Reading

           Sirach 24, 28-31
Responsorial Psalm
             Psalm 112, 1-9
R/ Happy the man whom you instruct, o Lord.

Second Reading       Acts 1, 12-14; 2, 44-47

Behold, how good it is, and how pleasant, where brethren dwell as one!

Alleluia Verse                           Matthew 5, 3

How blessed are the poor in spirit: the reign of God is theirs.

Gospel
                 Matthew 18, 1-7, 10

All forecasts surpassed

MASSIVE INFLUX OF PILGRIMS

The initial projections furnished by the Provinces have been greatly exceeded by the enormous response of pilgrims coming to Rome. At this time, there are over twelve thousand. The initial planning is being adjusted to meet  the  situation.

On the eve of the Jubilee

THE PATRON  OF SCAFFOLDERS

Anticipating the future, Marcellin Champagnat was a priest who taught himself the skills of construction in order to build the house at the Hermitage. His canonisation will be marked by the scaffolding in the Basilica of Saint Peter, in the Basilica of St. Paul and even in the Mother House. In the run up to the Jubilee, Rome will have over seven hundred areas under construction.

The World is a Global Village

TELEVISION BROADCASTS

Various countries in diverse continents will broadcast   the ceremony of the canonisation live. The satellites, the airwaves and the antennae will serve as a means of evangelisation, and through them the charism of Marcellin will reach millions of television viewers.

Different Place and Time

MASS OF THANKSGIVING

The Mass of Thanksgiving, which will take place on Monday, 19th, has been changed from San Gregorio Gelsomino to the Basilica of Saint Paul. It will take place at 8 am to allow those taking part the opportunity to move to the Vatican for the Audience with Pope John Paul II.

Video for the Exhibition

BROTHERS, MARCELLIN’S DREAM

As part of the exhibition in the Mother House, ‘Marcellin Welcomes You’, a video will be shown, called ‘Brothers, Marcellin’s Dream. It has been  produced especially for this occasion.

Content: Brothers from the five continents meet up in France to visit the Marist places where Marcellin Champagnat lived. There will be copies in the four official languages as well as in Italian. The video does not deal with  the commemorative events of the ca-nonization, but takes in a much wider aspect.  It lasts approximately eighteen minutes.

A task for us all 

A PICTURE IS WORTH MORE THAN A THOUSAND WORDS.

One of the objects of the Marist Service of Publications is the spreading of the international sense of our Marist presence in the world. To achieve this, it is necessary to build up our archive of photos coming from all our Provinces, Districts and Sectors. As our charism is aimed at children and young people, especially the most needy, we favour photos dealing with people and with photos which have symbolic content. We tend to avoid formal photos of groups and buildings. We value photos dealing with images of Marcellin and of Our Lady, photos of faces, photos which best reflect the charism or the actual work of Marist life - refoundation, solidarity etc. The measurements should be 10x15 centimeters. Every photo should be accompanied, if at all possible, by the name of the photographer, and with a footnote explaining the contents: where taken etc. Our efforts to show diversity have been limited by a lack of material from some countries. We would like to thank in advance the Brothers who wish to contribute, following the suggestions we have made, all the photographic materials which they judge to be of interest for the Institute.

FMS Message

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARCELLIN

The 26th Edition of FMS Message will include our four languages simultaneously. It will be included in the Pilgrim’s bag and will also be sent out to communities as usual. It endea-vours to present the image and the charism of Marcellin with short texts and many photographs. A good number have been published in order to take into account the Adminstrative Units who might want more copies.

The 27th Edition of FMS Message will be published after the canonisation so that we can centre it on the 6th June, with the same emphasis on language and photographs as   in the last edition. We hope it will be a souvenir of the ceremonies celebrated in Rome. The Provinces can order more than the usual number of copies.

The 28th Edition of FMS Message could be an echo of how the canonisation makes an impact on the Institute with regard to our dealings with children and youth, especially the most needy, on our Marist spirituality, on our pastoral work, on how we share the charism with lay people, etc. To accomplish this, it would be useful if the Provinces, Districts and Sectors prepared something, using good photographs (following the guidelines mentioned previously). It will be published in the last months of the year.

An Exemplary Restoration

STATUE OF OUR GOOD MOTHER

Brother Claudio Santambrogio, of the Italian Province, was given the task of restoring the statue of ‘Our Good Mother’, so loved by Fr. Champagnat and an authentic symbol for us all. He completed the restoration by cleaning it, and restoring its aesthetic beauty. We thank Brother Claudio for his dedication and for the extraordinary work he has put into it. He himself tells us that it has been for him not just an artistic endeavour, but a truly spiritual experience. 

New Mementos and Creations

A HEART THAT KNOWS NO BOUNDS

In the Pilgrim’s bag there is a biography of the Founder. Brother Séan Sammon has written a biography, a shorter version of which is available in English and Spanish. The text of Brother Arrieta will be published in French and Portuguese. Brother Claudio Alberti, with a reprint of ‘The Jacobin’s Son’ will enhance the  Italian bags.

A great number of materials have been published as mementos. A collection of postcards has been started. The first collection comprises 36 postcards, which deal with Marist matters and whose messages are written in the four different languages.

The posters which have been published on Champagnat have been given a magnificent reception and we might have to have more prints made.

New Biography of Marcellin

THE UNEXPECTED OF GOD

Robert Masson, a prestigious  French newspaperman has written a book of 204 pages. The title is ‘Marcellin Champagnat. Les improbables de Dieu.’ It is dedicated to the memory of Brother Henri Verges, martyred in Algeria.

Recent Dispatches

FROM THE MOTHER HOUSE

Recently the Address Book was sent out to the communities. Later on, we will send out some minor changes.

Some time ago the Provinces were sent the third and last dossier concerning the canonisation. In them there have been forty documents which can be used in a variety of ways, for newspapers or for pastoral use.

The latest dispatches have been two letters from Brother Benito. The first sent to the Brothers and Marist lay people. The second to our senior brothers.
Expressing Solidarity

THREE BROTHERS GOING TO RWANDA

Sometime in the next few months, Brother Superior General will send Brothers Néstor Quiceno from Colombia, Francisco Fernán-dez from Catalunya, and Armand Naivosaona from Madagascar to our Brothers in Rwanda. This renewed assistance for the District of Rwanda brings a discernment process to its conclusion. Congratulations and thank you to these three Brothers and their Provinces. It is actions like theirs that are turning our Marist Solidarity into reality.
BROTHERS DECEASED BETWEEN 6-03-99 AL 9-04-99

According to information received by the General Administration

	NAME
	FAMILY NAME
	IN RELIGIÓN
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	GUEOCMENE
	Joseph
	Joseph Léandre
	87
	Mco-Hermitage
	06-03-1999

	DESJARDINS
	Jacques
	Henri Désiré
	89
	Iberville
	19-03-1999

	LENGARÁN SADA
	Félix
	León Bernardo
	90
	Levante
	19-03-1999

	FOSTER
	Raymond Sidney
	Celestine Joseph
	67
	Sydney
	23-03-1999

	MACHO MORAN
	Clemente
	Clemente Juan
	77
	Chile
	24-03-1999

	GIRON
	Francis
	Maxime
	78
	Mco-Hermitage
	27-03-1999

	BONATO
	Firmino
	Domingos Marcial
	84
	São Paulo
	27-03-1999

	CRETTOL
	Jean Marie
	Jean Cassien
	95
	Italy
	30-03-1999

	AMORIM
	Rolando
	Rolando
	93
	Portugal
	02-04-1999


_______________
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