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Marist Provinces in Brazil

MARIST SPIRITUALITY COURSE

At the REMAR Retreat Center in Belo Horizonte MG, a Marist Spirituality Course is taking place from July 10th to the 25th. Organized by the six Marist Provinces in Brazil, it is intended for the training of present and future Directors of communities.

The content is structured around three main topics: Marist Spiritual Patrimony; Marist Apostolic Spirituality; and the mission of a Director.

A Spirituality Commission comprised of a representative from each Province, and the Marist Inter-Provincial Secretariat of Brazil (SIMAR) have put the program together. There are fifty Brothers in the Program, plus conference speakers and those running the Course.

IX Latin American Conference of Provincials (CLAP)

SPIRITUALITY AND REFOUNDING

The IX Assembly of CLAP, bringing together Provincials and District Superiors, will take place in Cochabamba, Bolivia from September 7th to the 17th. Br. Superior General and Brothers Sean, Marcelino, and Claudino will participate. The event will focus on “Spirituality and Refounding in Accordance with the Insights and Objectives of Saint Marcellin Champagnat.”

Marist Apostolic Spirituality

LATIN AMERICAN “NETWORK”

This year’s annual meeting of the Brothers associated with the NETWORK in each Province took place in Guatemala from June 19th to the 25th. Br. Mariano Varona coordinated the gathering. One of the meeting’s main objectives was to provide an in-depth “experience of Marist Apostolic Spirituality in the midst of the social, economic, cultural, religious, and Marist realities found in the host country.” To accomplish this, they visited Chichicastenango in the country’s indigenous sector; the Marist School in the residential area of Jocotales; and the “Montagne” Community, a recent undertaking serving street children. They also met with the “Little Sisters” and with our elderly and infirm Brothers. They brought together the abundant material that the NETWORK has developed since its inception three years ago, and they drew up some programs relating to Father Champagnat, centered on Marist Apostolic Spirituality, with a view toward assisting those responsible for animating local communities.

On Their Way to the Highlands

INTER-PROVINCIAL COMMUNITY IN SOUTHERN SOUTH AMERICA

Brothers Antonio Ortega of Paraguay and Bernardino Pascual of Chile are taking the necessary steps for setting up an inter-provincial community in the Marist region known as “Cono Sur” (Southern South America). They have chosen Tiquina, Bolivia as the site for this new foundation, on the shores of “Great Lake of the Incas.” Members of the mission have three objectives: to put down Marist roots in the heartland of Bolivia; to cope with daily life at more than 12,600 feet above sea level; and to become steeped in the local culture, which will require use of the Aymara language - challenging to pick up but very alluring and lyrical to listen to.

A Joint Project in Solidarity

WELCOMING REFUGEES FROM KOSOVO

The former Scholasticate building in Catalonia, Northeastern Spain has been converted into a welcoming center for 35 Kosovar refugees. Spain’s seven Provinces are working together to underwrite the costs of this relief effort. Initially an agreement was worked out with the help of a Catholic Committee devoted to welcoming the refugees for a period of up to six months.

A New NGO in the Congo

THE ST. MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT FOUNDATION

Former students of Champagnat High School in Brazzaville, and of St. Mary’s Juniorate in Makoua, Congo, as well as their friends and supporters, have formed a new NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) named the “St. Marcellin Champagnat Foundation.” Members aim to support cultural initiatives, especially in remote areas. Brothers from the former Canadian Province of Lévis worked in Makoua from 1958 until 1966. Only the good results of their labors remain, as there is no Marist community in the area today.

Two-Month Session Coming to an End

AMBITIOUS AGENDA FOR THE GENERAL COUNCIL

The two-month plenary session of the General Council will come to a close on July 25th. From that point on, plans call for the Councilors to begin another round of pastoral visits to Provinces around the world.

Br. Benito plans to visit Madagascar at the end of July. From August 13th to the 18th, he will participate in CLAP and make a swing through Argentina, Paraguay, Bolivia, and Central America, before joining Sean and Luis in Canada and Haiti from September 24th until October 17th.

A total of seven Councilors will visit the Provinces and Districts of Europe between September 24th and December 8th. Two week-long meetings will be held in Spain during that time – one at the Escorial on vocations, and the other at Guardamar, in December, for Brothers younger than 35.

In addition to those visits, a few short gatherings are planned to move along the restructuring process taking place throughout the Institute, and to serve other special needs of an inter-provincial nature.

In December, Sean will give a retreat in Malawi.

Marcellin Honored in World Capitals

LEGISLATURES PRAISE HIS WORK

In Washington DC, the Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida eulogized Marcellin on the Floor of the US House of Representatives. Several representatives of the Republic of Chile paid tribute to our Founder in a ceremony in the Capital City of Santiago. Elsewhere, the District of Buenos Aires, Argentina declared that the Marist Brothers’ Canonization Ceremonies be officially recognized by the District Government.

“The Wave” Passes Through Johannesburg

ST. MARCELLIN UNLEASHES A TIDE OF ENTHUSIASM

We just noted how official circles, using their formal channels, have been paying homage to our Founder. Not to be overlooked is how everyday folk have been joyfully celebrating his Canonization. To cite but one example, boys and girls from three high schools in Johannesburg, the Capital of South Africa, assembled for a Eucharist concelebrated by several Bishops. At the conclusion of the Mass, the whole congregation generated giant “waves” flowing through the assembly! This kind of enthusiasm, similar to what has transpired in so many other places, is a resounding invitation to all of us to deepen our loyalty and commitment to our Marist charism and mission.

Contribution of the Marist Brothers in the Spotlight

HISTORY OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN BRAZIL

Volume III of The History of Catholic Education in Brazil is hot off the press. This is  a work published by the Marist Brothers, written by Rolando Azzi, and sponsored by the Marist Inter-Provincial Secretariat of Brazil (SIMAR). This particular volume deals with the expansion of Marist works between the years 1947 and 1972. Each of the first three Volumes runs about 400 pages in length. The next and last Volume in the series will deal with new trails being blazed by the Brothers in Brazil, from 1972 until the present. Congratulations on this academic research that is so greatly enriching our patrimony of historical documentation!

As of December 31st, 1998

STATISTICS OF THE INSTITUTE

A listing of general statistics of the Institute can be found at the conclusion to this UPDATE. As usual, they will be published in a future edition of “FMS Message.”

Putting Together FMS MESSAGE 28

SEEKING INPUT FROM AROUND THE WORLD

As mentioned in UPDATE 44, FMS MESSAGE 28 will zero in on how the Institute’s celebration of the canonization has affected the lives of children and young people, especially the poorest among them, around the world. How has it touched them in regard to their Marist spirituality, to their service of others, and their sharing of our Marist charism with the wider community? A letter will be sent to Provincials asking that all Provinces, Districts, and Sectors contribute material to this special new edition.

Our Deceased Brothers, June 27th to July 17th
According to information received at the General Secretariat

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	RELIGIOUS N.
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DEATH

	ALCALDE SANTOS
	Honorato
	Honorato Luis
	81
	Bética
	23-06-1999*

	VILLATE VADILLO
	Justino
	Nicolás Clemente
	85
	Cataluña
	05-07-1999

	MOURA
	João dos Santos
	João Gualberto
	85
	Brasil Norte
	08-07-1999

	FARRELLY
	Mark Joseph
	
	47
	Sydney
	11-07-1999

	BERTHET
	Henri
	Ephrem
	85
	Beaucamps-St-Genis
	13-07-1999

	BORRELL AYMERICH
	Antonio
	Antonio Ramón
	96
	Cataluña
	13-07-1999

	PARÉ
	Raymond
	Louis Montfort
	80
	Iberville
	14-07-1999


__________________________

STATISTICAL SURVEY OF THE INSTITUTE, AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1998

Based on information submitted by the Administrative Units of the Institute
	PROVINCES
	1ºNov
	2ºNov
	Temp
	Perp
	TOTAL
	Dec’d
	Left
	TOTAL
	1st Prof
	P.Perp

	SOUTH AFRICA
	0
	0
	2
	17
	19
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	GERMANY
	1
	1
	4
	56
	60
	2
	0
	2
	1
	1

	CENTRAL AMERICA
	2
	3
	13
	131
	144
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1

	BEAUCAMPS-ST.GENIS
	1
	0
	5
	177
	182
	8
	0
	8
	2
	0

	BELGIUM-HOLLAND
	0
	0
	1
	113
	114
	6
	0
	6
	1
	0

	BÉTICA, SPAIN
	0
	2
	9
	155
	164
	3
	1
	4
	3
	0

	BRASIL NORTH
	5
	3
	13
	68
	81
	1
	1
	2
	3
	0

	CASTILLE, SPAIN
	3
	3
	15
	149
	164
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1

	CATALONIA, SPAIN
	4
	2
	18
	210
	228
	2
	3
	5
	4
	4

	CHILE
	0
	1
	2
	81
	83
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0

	CHINA
	0
	0
	3
	41
	44
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0

	COLOMBIA
	2
	2
	14
	73
	87
	3
	0
	3
	2
	0

	DEM REP OF THE CONGO
	4
	5
	6
	34
	40
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0

	CORDOBA, ARGENTINA
	1
	1
	9
	72
	81
	1
	0
	1
	2
	1

	ECUADOR
	0
	0
	2
	32
	34
	0
	5
	5
	1
	0

	ESOPUS, USA
	0
	0
	10
	135
	145
	1
	1
	2
	3
	0

	GREAT  BRITAIN
	3
	4
	3
	49
	52
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0

	IBERVILLE, CANADA
	1
	3
	8
	152
	160
	6
	2
	8
	1
	1

	IRELAND
	0
	0
	0
	25
	25
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0

	ITALY
	0
	0
	0
	83
	83
	3
	0
	3
	0
	0

	LEÓN, SPAIN
	0
	0
	6
	138
	144
	4
	1
	5
	1
	1

	LEVANTE, SPAIN
	0
	3
	17
	95
	112
	1
	1
	2
	1
	0

	LEBANON-SYRIA
	1
	0
	0
	14
	14
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	MADAGASCAR
	0
	2
	13
	57
	70
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2

	MADRID, SPAIN
	0
	0
	5
	113
	118
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2

	MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
	0
	0
	4
	118
	122
	4
	0
	4
	0
	4

	CENTRAL MEXICO
	3
	5
	23
	127
	150
	2
	4
	6
	0
	4

	WESTERN MEXICO
	1
	3
	21
	150
	171
	2
	3
	5
	7
	2

	MIDI-HERMITAGE
	0
	0
	1
	191
	192
	6
	0
	6
	0
	0

	NIGERIA -GHANA
	4
	8
	15
	74
	89
	1
	2
	3
	5
	0

	SPAIN NORTH 
	0
	1
	8
	121
	129
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	NEW ZELAND
	0
	0
	11
	142
	153
	3
	2
	5
	1
	2

	PERU
	1
	0
	7
	54
	61
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0

	PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
	3
	4
	4
	36
	40
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1

	PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL
	2
	2
	13
	141
	154
	2
	3
	5
	2
	6

	PORTUGAL
	4
	3
	6
	45
	51
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0

	POUGKEEPSIE, USA
	1
	0
	1
	110
	111
	3
	0
	3
	1
	0

	QUEBEC, CANADA
	3
	6
	17
	119
	136
	7
	4
	11
	3
	3

	RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
	0
	0
	7
	62
	69
	4
	1
	5
	2
	0

	RIO DE LA PLATA,  ARG.
	0
	0
	11
	107
	118
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0

	RWANDA
	4
	0
	7
	25
	32
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	SANTA CATARINA, BRAZIL
	6
	0
	13
	58
	71
	1
	3
	4
	0
	2

	SANTA MARIA, BRAZIL
	2
	1
	7
	81
	88
	1
	0
	1
	1
	3

	SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL
	1
	1
	13
	73
	86
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1

	SRI  LANKA
	2
	0
	6
	35
	41
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	SWITZERLAND
	0
	0
	0
	18
	18
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
	2
	0
	18
	255
	273
	5
	2
	7
	3
	1

	VENEZUELA
	0
	0
	10
	59
	69
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2

	TOTALS
	67
	69
	401
	4471
	4872
	96
	44
	140
	63
	48
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