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Marist Presence in Nigeria

the JUBILee Year comes to an end

The Golden Jubilee Year of the Marist Brothers’ first foundation in Nigeria came to an official close on December 19th. Brother  Francis McGovern represented our Superior General at the closing ceremonies. Brother Francis, from Ireland, spent many years working in Nigeria, and his presence was a strong reminder of the Institute’s solidarity with our 86 Nigerian Brothers.

It’s good to keep in mind the story of Marist fidelity in Nigeria, especially two very important moments. The first was in 1955, our uniting with the Congregation of St. Peter Claver. Their joining us gave us a big boost. Among other things, they brought to us their simple lifestyle, love for the poor, and apostolic fervor. They had specialized in the evangelization of rural areas. The second Marist moment of great importance came during the Civil War, in the course of which our Brothers displayed the utmost fidelity and resourcefulness in meeting the needs of Nigerian youth, innocent victims of that long and horrifying conflict.

A Hymn to Life

the vow of stability

This month, twenty Brothers from Brazil and five from Nigeria have asked to profess the Vow of Stability. The Constitutions remind us that this vow commits us to seal our fidelity with a deeper, more tender love for the Lord. Also to promote fervor and fraternal bonds in our communities, in support of the spiritual progress of all our Brothers and the recruitment of new vocations. Further, to  dedicate all our efforts to guide the Institute toward actualizing the charism of St. Marcellin, and to persevere, even when confronted with great difficulties within and outside of our religious family (Constitutions, Article 170). It’s a decision that requires  generosity and courage.

Papua New Guinea

brothers’ house attacked

On December 8th, armed robbers forced their way into the District Superior’s house near Port Moresby. Brother Brendan Neily, the new District Superior, and two other Brothers were in the house at the time. They were tied up with telephone cords, and forced to lie on the floor at gunpoint while the building was systematically ransacked. The thieves hauled off everything of value that they could, and made their getaway in the Brothers’ pickup. Although shaken by their ordeal, fortunately the Brothers were not physically harmed.

Official Web Site of the Institute

News, exchange of information

Beginning on December 31st, our Marist Web Site will be on line as a center for news about our work and the exchange of information at http://www.fms.it

We would appreciate your comments as well as any materials that you can send us - especially during the first few days and weeks, which will be ones of experimentation and earning our wings. Later, starting with a newsnote in the next edition of UPDATE, we’ll be looking to open up the Web Site to as many people as possible who can access it. It’s not our intention to compete with any existing Marist Sites. Rather we’d like to serve as a resource center for everyone, and “link” all present Marist addresses with this new homesite.

Blessing and Dedication Ceremony

CASA PER FERIE “EUR”

The “Casa Per Ferie EUR” was blessed and inaugurated on Saturday, December 18th. The former site of the Institute’s International College, it is located on the grounds of our Marist World Headquarters in Rome. In addition to the Brothers, travel agents, convention bureau personnel, and tour operators attended the ceremony. The Casa boasts 64 rooms and 147 beds. It is directly dependent on the Central Administration of the Brothers. Mr. Eric Pastore is its Director. To contact the Casa for information:

Telephones
(39) 06 – 54 220 627



(39) 06 – 54 220 659

Fax

(39) 06 – 54 220 912

E-mail

eurcfe@tin.it

Web

www.eurcfe@tin.it

Vanuatu

earthquake on Pentecost island

Pentecost Island, Vanuatu, was rocked by a powerful earthquake on November 27th. A number of people are missing and material damage is extensive. The Church, built by almost 2,000 people in a collaborative effort, was reduced to rubble. The hospital and schools have suffered much damage, as have many homes. Brothers from the District of New Caledonia have joined in solidarity with victims of this disaster as they struggle to overcome the pain and suffering that it has wrought in their lives.

Philippines: Association of Religious Leaders Examines Its Conscience

Taking another look at respect for human rights

Men and women religious in the Philippines should ponder whether their personal and congregational ways of living amount to a lack of respect for the people they serve. This was the message published in conjunction with ceremonies marking the Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on December 10th. Thought should be given to cases in which Congregations have a stake in local companies or multinational corporations that are getting away with policies reflecting little or no concern for the dignity and rights of their workers. The Association of Religious Superiors in the Philippines, founded in 1972, includes 90 men’s and 220 women’s Congregations.
Children Make Up Half of the Poor  

Troubling report by UNICEF

Every day more than 30,000 children below the age of 5 die from preventable causes, and more than 8,000 young people under the age of 18 contract AIDS. Half of the 1.2 billion people who live in poverty are children. UNICEF published these “intolerable” figures this week, pointing a finger at economic globalization that "asymetrically expands the number of the poor,” and "chokes still further the lives of those who lack basic resources.” Even in wealthy countries, 10% of children languish in misery while their governments try to hide their plight under an avalanche of national averages and statistics. 

The report goes on to say that for every month of delay in the campaign to stop “the horrific pandemic of AIDS, a quarter of a million children and teenagers are infected with that lethal virus. 

New Communities

an option for marists in spain

Since last September, all the Provinces in Europe have been visited by members of the General Council. It’s interesting to note that in the last two years, the Spanish Provinces have started up between 13 and 15 insertion communities in barrios, as welcoming centers for the young or places of refuge for youth overwhelmed with personal and family problems.

The Southern Africa Province

RETreat CENTers on MARCELlIN

Twenty-one Brothers from the new Province of Southern Africa joined Vicar General Brother Seán Sammon for a seven-day retreat with St. Marcellin as its theme. Held at Montfort retreat house in Mangochi, Malawi, this time of prayer drew Brothers from Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Their reflection centered on the following themes: Marcellin and confidence in God’s presence, Marcellin and Mary, Marcellin and prayer, what Marcellin is asking of us today,  Marcellin and our Marist mission, Marcellin and the poor, and strategies for growth in our Marist spiritual life. Father Bruno Epis, SMM, Director of the retreat house, served as chaplain for the group. As the retreat concluded, Brother Augustino da Cruz renewed his temporary vows.

In Nairobi, Kenya

MIC BOARD MEETS

The members of the MIC Board, Brothers  Giovanni Bigotto, Mario Colussi, Joseph McKee, Brendan O’Shea, y Seán Sammon (chair) met in Nairobi, Kenya on the 13th and 14th of December 1999. One of the issues that the group addressed was: making long- range plans for recruiting and forming staff for the Centre. This Board will meet again in April 2000, just prior to the annual meeting of the Conference of Superiors of the African Continent.
Congo: Humanitarian Situation Worsens 

Missioners Forum  voices outrage

Armed conflict that has been bloodying the Democratic Republic of the Congo since August 2, 1998 is making the humanitarian crisis in that country ever more acute. For months now, missioners have been pleading for greater levels of humanitarian aid for the country. “International policymakers have continuously underestimated our calls,” they declare.

The former Zaire has been devastated by a war between troops of the government  of President Laurent D. Kabila, backed by  Angola, Namibia, y Zimbabwe, and rebel  forces supported by Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda.

Br. Benito in Spain: “Catch Fire!”  

Future opens out to new Horizons for marist life 

Guardamar. December 3-8, a 4-day holiday in Spain. Ninety-four young Brothers coming from Italy, Portugal, and Spain; seven Provincials; one Provincial-elect; one Vice Provincial; plus Brother Superior General and four General Councilors. Days of reflection... dialog... prayer... family... shared dreams... hope.… The theme: “Horizons of Marist Life in the Future.” Centering around three great  core ideas - Brother / Community / Mission - the young Brothers gazed into the future of Marist Life in Europe, their home. And they departed  with the sentiments of those two Disciples in Emmaus, their hearts aflame with commitment and faith, desirous of igniting a huge bonfire in a Promised Land from the pilot light in each one’s heart, community, and Province. All who took part in the encounter echoed the praise of our Good Mother, “The Lord has done great things for us, and our hearts are filled with joy.”

The General Council

Winter plenary session

Having spent the last few months visiting Provinces, Brother Benito and members of the General Council have begun their winter plenary session here in Rome. This round of meetings will continue into February.

The General Council Announces Names

PROVINCIALS

Brother Superior General and his Council have named Brother Ted Fernandez as  Provincial of the Philippines for a second three-year term. Also, Brother Jacques Scholte as the first Provincial of the newly constituted Northern Europe Province, which takes in Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, Holland, and Ireland. Plans call for this new Province to be officially inaugurated in April 2000.

The Chapter Preparatory Commission

commission opens own web site

The Preparatory Commission for the 20th General Chapter has opened its own web page, in the current four working languages of the Institute, to keep Brothers with Internet access up to date on what’s happening. It is hoped that these Brothers in turn will pass on this information to others as it becomes available. The Page comes by way of  Yahoo, with the address:

http://www.geocities.com/prepcomchair/
News Just In . . .

FLOODS IN VENEZUELA 

Just about all of Venezuela is reeling under the impact of the floodwaters rampaging through the country. Terrifying rains and mudslides have wiped out entire towns and villages, knocked out power and communications, and swept away farmland. Colegio Champagnat in Caracas has opened it doors to shelter victims, with special attention being given to rounding up disoriented and abandoned children. No one has any idea of the scale of human suffering at this stage - the number of dead and missing, the homeless, the maimed..., or of the ongoing material destruction and havoc being wreaked by this calamity.
General Council Sends Christmas Wishes

continuing its SERIEs of letters 

The General Councilors will send out Christmas greetings this year by means of an E-mail letter being distributed in the coming days to Provincials, so that they can forward it to their communities, lay associations, and fraternities. The letter will follow the format of those that the Council issued during the time leading up to the canonization.

In the Spirit of Fraternity

the three Gateways

We at UPDATE wish all our readers the gifts of profound faith and fraternal spirit as we meet at the three treasured places of this holy season. At the gate to the town of Bethlehem, in keeping with St. Marcellin’s desire that we internalize the meaning of the Incarnation and the grace of simplicity in our lives, especially in our union with those who have no shelter in this world. At the holy doors being opened by Pope John Paul for the Great Jubilee, leading us into a year dedicated to our santification through prayer, good works, reconciliation and reparation. And at the Gateway to the Great Jubilee 2000, holding out to us the promise of a new infusion of evangelical vitality and Marcellin’s charism in response to the  new Montagnes knocking at the doors of our homes each day. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!

BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED

 November 11th  to December 12th, 1999

According to Information Received by the Secretary General’s Office
	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	IN RELIGION
	 AGE
	PROVINCE
	  DATE

	ROBLES LLAMAZARES
	Alejandro
	Alejandro Andrés
	   61
	Castilla SPAIN
	Nov 14

	PFLEGER
	Albert
	Etienne Albert
	   99
	MCO-H FRANCE
	Nov 19

	HOWLIN
	Guillermo Isid.
	Felipe Tomás
	   91
	Río de la Plata AR’TINA
	Nov 22

	VARÓ HERRÁN
	Eduardo
	          ---
	   55
	Castilla SPAIN
	Dec 03

	SERNA PÉREZ
	Clemente
	Clemente José
	   66
	Cataluña SPAIN
	Dec 05

	FERNANDO
	Hector
	Paul Nizier
	   92
	SRI LANKA
	Dec 08

	KENNY
	James Anthony
	Nilus Bernard
	   88
	Melbourne AUSTRALIA
	Dec 08


______________________
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