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Welcome to 2000!

bEST WISHES FROM UPDATE!

In this, our first UPDATE of 2000, we look forward to providing new opportunities for  inculturating the Charism of St. Marcellin  throughout the world. We see our celebration of this Great Jubilee Year as one filled with rich religious significance, calling on each of us to deepen the roots of our spiritual life and to strengthen the bonds of our fraternal solidarity.

We hope that this publication will serve as a source of news and information that will enrich our Marist Family Spirit and our life of prayer together. Our thanks and best wishes to all our contributors and readers.

Anniversary of the Institute’s Founding

RELIquary from the BEATIFICAtIoN
On January 2nd, the 183rd Anniversary of our Institute, at a special Mass in Rome, the Vatican returned to the Brothers’ possession the Reliquary that had been presented to Pope Pius XII on the occasion of the Beatification of our Founder in 1955. Both the Brothers and the Vatican felt that the Canonization was an opportune time for this event to take place. At present, the Reliquary is being kept at our Administrative Center here in Rome.

In a letter from Piero Marini, the Holy Father’s Master of Ceremonies for liturgical celebrations, it is noted that  “the Reliquary is 45 centimeters (about 18 inches) high, and 24½ centimeters (almost 10 inches) long. The altar-like base is made of marble in shades of red and green, with four small columns of burnished metal. In the front part of the marble base is found the Saint’s Relic enclosed behind glass in an oval setting, and held aloft by two Cherubim, both crafted entirely of burnished metal. On both side panels there are metal shields, one with a likeness of Pius XII, and the other with the Marist “M” and the inscription ‘Ad Jesum per Mariam.’ 

“Atop the marble base, there is a collection of sculptures in polished metal representing Marcellin blessing three children, one of them kneeling down. Near the bottom of the base, also in metal, is an engraving with the author’s name and residence: A. Brandizzi – Roma.”

Formerly, the relic was on display at the Vatican, in the area near the Lipsanoteca or Reliquary Center and the “Redemptoris Mater” Chapel in the Second Gallery.

Informal Meeting of the Marist Family

MARISTS and the great JUBILEe

As they do each year, in early January the General Councils of the four branches of the Marist family spent a weekend together. There is a social, family side to such a gathering, but also it’s a privileged opportunity to take a closer look at such themes as being Marist and being Church in the world of today. The international mix of men and women, non-clerical and clerical, serves as a catalyst for reflection unavailable when the branches hold their meetings in separate groups.

This year, the gathering took as its theme “Marists and Jubilee.”  A set of imagined messages from the founders and pioneers of each congregation was used as a resource.  These will be made available to Provincials in the coming month or so.  While obviously unofficial, they may prove helpful to deepen our sense of being part of a wider Marist family, extending beyond our own FMS branch, especially when Marists from our different branches are able to come together.

Across the Marist Spectrum

Happenings in the other branches of the marist family

The Marist Sisters are working with the Marist Fathers in Davao, Philippines, on a project for street children.  One of the Sisters is directing the project for the coming year.  The Missionary Sisters have continued to send their younger women on cross-cultural mission, for example a Rwandan to Colombia and a Samoan to Rwanda. They have a community of 5 women from 4 countries in Algeria. The Marist Fathers have recently established an international, indeed intercontinental, novitiate in the United States for the English-speaking world, with a New Zealander as Master of Novices. The two Congregations of Sisters have already undertaken similar initiatives.

Reality Sets In

The TRAGEDy in VENEZUELA

International TV covered the recent catastophe in Venezuela for a few days,  and then went off in search of calamities elsewhere… Meanwhile, in the real world, heroic relief work throughout the country continues unabated.  Medium and long-term plans are being drawn up. The Brothers are hard at work with Venezuela’s Conference of Men and Women Religious, laying the groundwork for economic assistance and pastoral care, in the wake of a storm that claimed tens of thousands of lives and obliterated incalculable amounts of land and material resources.

A Marcellin Champagnat in Korea!

Fourteen young men baptized

The Brothers in Korea run an orphanage/ vocational school for boys between 13 and 17 years old. Last year they took care of 70 of these teenagers. They remain at the Center for an average of three to four years. Many arrive with no religious background at all. Every year the Center organizes classes for students who want to be baptized into the Catholic Faith. Of the 16 students who signed up for the classes this year, 14 were baptized at the end of December. One of them took St. Marcellin Champagnat as his patron saint. Men and woman from a nearby parish generously volunteered to be Godparents.

Former District of Switzerland

A juridical Change 

Beginning on December 30th, communities in the former District of Switzerland became a part of the Province of Beaucamps-Saint Genis Laval, as decided by Brother Superior General and his Council. Each Brother in the former District was given an option to choose membership in the Province of Beaucamps-St. Genis, or Germany, or Catalonia in Spain.

Team Work

Organizational Chart for the Institute’s  ADMINISTRAtIoN 

The end of December saw the publication of the organizational chart for services provided by the General General.

We welcome Brothers Richard Dunleavy, Secretary General; José María Rius, House Administrator; Pietro Sto, Procurator General; Réal Fournier, House Treasurer; and Roque Fritzen, Secretary and Portuguese Translator. 

Our thanks to those who formerly held these posts - Brothers José Luis Grande, Secretary General; Orlando Cunha Lima, House Administrator; Brian Sweeney, Procurator General; Benedetto Termini, House Treasusrer; and Salvador Durante, Secretary and Portuguese Translator. Also, Santiago Rosa, Archivist. Each has served the Institute most generously in different capacities and for different amounts of time here at our world headquarters. 
BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, DEC.14, 1999 TO JAN. 14, 2000

Based on Information Sent to the General Secretariat

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	IN RELIGION
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	SAIZ MARTINEZ
	Eusebio
	Victor Eusebio
	89
	Madrid
	10-11-1999*

	KELLY
	Francis Gerard
	Rupert Leander
	87
	Sydney
	19-12-1999

	CONTI
	Sireno Romano
	Eugenio Víctor
	71
	Santa María
	19-12-1999

	RACHELLE
	Gomercindo
	Graciano Firmo
	78
	Porto Alegre
	21-12-1999

	MARTÍNEZ GÓMEZ
	Bonifacio
	
	56
	Chile
	23-12-1999

	CONDE SUÁREZ
	Dámaso
	Dámaso José
	80
	Castille
	24-12-1999

	KUNERT
	Joseph
	Camille Vincent
	82
	China
	29-12-1999

	CLEMENTE
	Adolfo
	Clemente Cruz
	77
	Córdoba
	30-12-1999

	REBOLLAR CAMPO
	Celestino
	Norberto Cruz
	82
	Castille
	06-01-2000

	DULIZIA
	Adalberto
	Nazareno Maria
	87
	Italy
	12-01-2000

	MUÑOZ BURÓN
	Luis Angel
	
	55
	Rio de la Plata
	13-01-2000

	TESTA
	Michele
	Adelio
	87
	Italy
	14-01-2000


______________________
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