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Restructuring moves forward

Central AND SOUTHERN EUROPe 

Provincials and a Councilor from each of 12 administrative units, taking in the countries of Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Switzerland, Greece, Lebanon, and Syria, met in Madrid on February 8th and 9th. They gathered to move forward their plans for restructuring. Br. Benito and three General Councilors were in attendance. There was unanimous backing for two alternatives, and the General Council was expected to make a final decision during its current plenary sessions. It’s worth noting that in spite of the complex nature and the number of cultures and languages in use throughout this part of the European Continent, there has always been a great openness and readiness to shape administrative units that transcend province and national boundaries, favoring universality and solidarity without overlooking special situations in local areas. 

Steps toward refounding

SAN PEDRO DE TIQUINA in BOLIVIA

Brothers Antonio and Bernardino, from Paraguay and Chile, respectively, have taken up their interprovincial mission among the Aymara in Bolivia. Their aim is to evangelize forgotten people in the highlands by means of teaching catechism, training catechists, visiting peasant communities, and working with youth. A huge celebration was held in their honor at the Marian shrine of Copacabana, on the shores of Lake Titicaca on February 2nd. “Mamita”, as the Aymara refer to Mary, their Patronness, gave the two men a warm welcome to their new home. The presiding Bishop brought them up to the front of the vast assembly so that everyone would get to know them. The Brothers have taken up residence in a modest dwelling in the town of Tiquina, on the Bolivian side of the Lake, blending in with the life and customs of the region’s inhabitants. Other Brothers and lay people are now expressing a desire to join them in this Gospel adventure.
In the neighborhood of Merlo Norte 

New COmMUNIty iN BUENOS AIRES

The Province of Río de la Plata, consisting of Brothers in Argentina and Uruguay, has just opened a new community located in Merlo Norte, in the metropolitan area of Buenos Aires. The district is a very poor one. The foundation has been launched along the lines of criteria drawn up at the recent meeting of  CLAP, the Latin American Conference of Provincials, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia. Brothers Juan Ignacio Fuentes, Ignacio del Pozo, Sergio Cabrera, and Segundo Silva will take care of pastoral and academic programs in a diocesan school, without becoming involved in the school’s administration.

General Council Names New Leaders

PROVINCIALS chosen

The General Council has named Brother José Calleja of Castille, Spain and  Brother Donnell Neary of Poughkeepsie, New York to initial three-year terms as Provincials, and Enrique Escobar to a second term as Provincial of Western Mexico.

BIS goes to Mexico

CHIAPAS visit

A mission representing the Commission on  Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) of the Union of Superiors General visited the Mexican State of Chiapas last month. The group was sent to give support and show solidarity with Bishop Samuel Ruiz and his 40 years of pastoral work with the native peoples in the Diocese of San Cristóbal de Las Casas. Brother Santiago Fernández of our Solidarity Office at the Generalate joined in the celebrations that took place from January 21st to the 25th. While away, he also visited our  Provinces in Mexico and Central America, and held informative meetings with pastoral leaders, Brothers in contact with BIS, and a few people involved in development projects. 

“Shared Mission” plan in Paraguay

Teacher training

From December 13th to February 8th, a contingent of lay people and Brothers from the District of Paraguay participated in  “Shared Mission,” a training program in Marist Apostolic Sprituality administered by the University of Alcalá de Henares in Spain. The program consisted of 280 hours of lectures presented by some 40 specialists in their fields. The experience was brought to a fitting conclusion with a visit to the Hermitage as well as a tour of our Marist Province in Catalonia, Spain – upon which the District depends.

Down Under - Australia and New Zealand

Fraternity 2000

About 500 members of Brothers’ Congregations in Australia assembled in Sydney for three days of meetings. Similarly, 80 Brothers from eight Congregations met in Auckland, New Zealand. The Marist Brothers took an active part in these get-togethers, highlighting the value of fraternity as a fundamental feature of our lives as religious.
Ebibeyin, Equatorial Guinea  

marist Community terrorized 

The Marist Community in Ebibeyin, Equatorial Guinea was invaded by three knife-wielding  assailants on February 10th. Brother Jesús Sáiz was stabbed twice, and Brother Julián once. Both men were wounded in the thigh. The attackers spoke in French or English, leading authorities to believe that they were not from Guinea. Jesús was preparing a meal at the time, and when he went to the community room,  his attackers tied him up and and stabbed him. Julián was in his room, and when he went to see what was happening, he too was assaulted. His assailants tried to gag him, but he screamed for help, and the home invaders stabbed him and took off.

Nursing Sisters nearby bound up the Brothers’ wounds and then sent them to Bata for a more detailed diagnosis. Initial fears of permanent aftereffects, especially in the case of Jesús, have now been dismissed.

Initial Survey

preparatory commission, chapter of 2001 
By now every Brother should have received the Initial Survey that was sent to all Province and District Offices a few weeks back. A prayer service was sent along with that Initial Survey.

The Commision asks that the Survey be returned either to the Provincial/District Office or directly to the Preparatory Commision in Rome by March 24th, 2000.
This note serves as a reminder that you must fill in the questionnaire and return it by the March 24th deadline. 

You may reach us directly at the email address found on our Web Page at: www.geocities.com/prepcomchair/
Following a recent leg amputation

Br. Olivier Sentenne Dies in canada

Brother Olivier Sentenne, 86, died on February 18th in Haut-Richelieu Hospital in Canada. He became Provincial of Iberville in 1959. In 1967 he was elected to the General Council, and was appointed General Econome in 1971 – a post in which he served for 15 years. His funeral took place on February 21st in the Chapel at the Provincial House in Iberville. Burial followed in the community’s cemetery.

In prayerful remembrance of Olivier, please refer to  our Constitutions, Article 55.1.

Our Institute’s Publications Office

correspondents’ network 

The Publications Office has recently been in contact with Brothers who have accepted to serve as Marist correspondents in their Provinces, Districts and Sectors, and also in some countries that now have international communities of Brothers. Almost every Administrative Unit has sent in the name of its correspondent, so the list for the Network is almost complete. The collaboration of our correspondents will provide us with a wealth of news and information about our Marist World from a worldwide network. Currently we are in the process of consulting these Brothers concerning the makeup of  “FMS Message” and “FMS Echoes.” 

Hot off the press

1.  FMS MEssage 28

We have begun to send out “FMS Message Number 28,” which is bringing our trilogy on the Canonization of St. Marcellin to a close. Articles and pictures sent to us from many Provinces helped us highlight the international reality of  Marcellin’s life and spirit. The magazine contains an insert detailing the meaning of symbols used in the Icon commissioned for the canonización.

2.  MATERIAL on SAiNt MARCELlIN

We have published posters, postcards and illustrations, and reprinted the Spanish translation of Brother Sean Sammon’s Biography of St. Marcellin at the request of our Provinces in Spain. That same Biography has now been translated into French, especially for our Canadian readers. Soon we will publish a booklet on Marcellin’s life in cartoon form in French, Italian, and Madagascan.

3.  reprints of the ICON insert

Provinces, Districts and Sectors wanting to receive more copies of the insert explaining the Icon may order them from the Publications Office at its email address, publica@fms.it. If people want the text in a language other that English, French, Portuguese, or Spanish, it could be done provided that the new text exactly corresponds in size with the existing language texts, that the translation is guaranteed to be accurate, and that a sufficient quantity of copies is ordered. Orders for copies in any of our four official languages, as well as copies with  texts in other languages, must be received in the Publications Office before March 31st, 2000. 
BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED – JANUARY 15th TO FEBRUARY 23rd 2000

According to information received at the General Secretariat

	LAST NAME
	FIRST N
	  IN RELIGION
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	RISSI
	Carlos
	Americo
	77
	Sta Catarina BZL
	16-01-2000

	BERTRAND
	Albert
	Marie Albert
	88
	Iberville CANADA
	31-01-2000

	RAMOS VALLE
	Julio
	Antonio Luis
	91
	Levante  SPAIN
	02-02-2000

	SANTAMARÍA GARCÍA
	Clemente
	Clemente Luis
	80
	SPAIN North
	09-02-2000

	CUGAT REIG
	Luis
	Luis Ricardo
	88
	PERU
	09-02-2000

	BIALKIEWICZ
	Joseph
	Joseph Maternus
	74
	GERMANY
	10-02-2000

	BERNARD
	Gerard J.
	Emile Michael
	88
	Poughkeepsie NY
	14-02-2000

	SENTENNE
	Olivier
	Olivier
	86
	Iberville CANADA
	18-02-2000

	URBANO PORTUGAL
	Paulo
	Miguel Ascanio
	73
	Rio de Jan BZL
	21-02-2000


______________________
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