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20th General Chapter on the Horizon

PREPARAtory commission survey 

The Preparatory Commission has received  734 responses to its Survey, coming from  3,467 people. Breaking these figures down, there were 41 responses from groups that included lay people and brothers (408 people); 36 from lay people (362 people); and 657 from brothers (2,697 brothers). 58% of all the brothers in the Institute responded.

The average number of repondents in groups varied, from 3.3 in English-speaking ones to 5.8 in Spanish. The average by continent ranged from 2.9 in Asia to 6.1 in Europe.

The Administrative Units heard from most: 

a) Groups of lay people and brothers: Levante, SPAIN/IVORY COAST (105 people); Bética, SPAIN/BOLIVIA (61); and BELGIUM/HOLLAND (34).

b) Lay people (individuals and groups): Levante, SPAIN/IVORY COAST (196 people); COLOMBIA (50); and The Hermitage, FRANCE (30).

c) Brothers (individuals and groups): The Hermitage, FRANCE (146 brothers); Catalunya, SPAIN/PARAGUAY (125); and Bética, SPAIN/BOLIVIA (12).
More on the 20th General Chapter

LOGO Contest

The Preparatory Commission is currently meeting in Rome, from May 1st to 10th. It is analyzing the results of the initial Survey it sent out, and outlining the work it needs to do in the coming months. It wants to come up with an overall theme, together with a slogan. To this end, it is going to sponsor a contest for the creation of a logo. All who are interested, brothers and lay people, are invited to participate. Once the Commission has chosen the Chapter’s slogan, it will inform Provincials. They will have contest details available for you. Contest rules will also be available at:

· www.geocities.com/prepcomchair/
· www.fms.it (Library, Box 6)

All Logo entries must be received in Rome before July 15, 2000, addressed to Brother Lluís Serra, sent by e-mail (publica@fms.it) or air mail.

Meeting in Nairobi

marist Superiors of africa

The annual meeting of Marist Brother Leaders in Africa took place in Nairobi from April 10th to the 13th. Brothers Benito Arbués, Seán Sammon, and Luis Sobrado were in attendance. In addition to ongoing topics, the Conference examined and voted on new bylaws, and named two brothers to study various possibilities for founding a new Marist mission in the SUDAN. Brother Joseph Udeajah, the Provincial of NIGERIA, was elected the Conference’s new President.

Meeting on Restructuring

eastern and central africa

Nine brothers representing the Districts of the CONGO and RWANDA, and the Sectors of the CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, TANZANIA, and KENYA met in Nairobi on April 9th. They looked into what’s next in the restructuring process in which they are involved. This was their sixth in a series of meetings on the topic. The delegates reaffirmed their commitment to forming a single Province before the end of 2002, notwithstanding the challenges presented by the unstable social and political conditions current in their part of the world. Brother Luis Sobrado chaired the meeting, accompanied by brothers Benito and Seán.

Western Africa

Future DISTRIcT assembles

An Assembly of members of the future Marist District of Western Africa, to be dependent on the Province of Levante SPAIN, took place in Kotobi, IVORY COAST from April 18th to the 23rd. It was another step forward in the restructuring process for this African region, which will culminate with a District Chapter to be held in CAMEROON August 25th - 29th.

46 brothers participated in the Assembly, coming from CAMEROON, IVORY COAST, and GHANA, countries that will form the new District at the outset. Brothers from LIBERIA were also present, and look forward to joining this District at a later date. There were also brothers from EQUATORIAL GUINEA and CHAD, whose entrance into the District has not yet been decided.

The Assembly’s aim was to foster mutual knowledge and understanding  of the realities of our Marist presence in these countries. During the Assembly, participants studied a draft of the Statutes that, when approved, will govern their District. They also set priorities and outlined activities for guiding our Marist development in that part of the African Continent. The Assembly concluded with all the brothers handing in their sondage sheets to the Provincial de Levante SPAIN concerning the appointment of their new District Superior.

Meeting for Hispanic Provincial Economes in Latin America

Week of training and REFLEction

April 10th to the 14th, Hispanic Provincial Economes from Central and South American countries met in Santiago CHILE, under the leadership of Brother Yvon Bédard, General Econome. The Conference focused on economics and accounting procedures - the tasks of economes, budgeting techniques,  the format for sending financial reports to Rome, fund management, etc. The group reflected on Brother Benito’s letter to Provincials, "The Evangelical Use of Material Goods.” Sessions were animated by the General Council Brothers Claudino and Pedro. This was the third time for the group to share experiences, display solidarity, and examine together the concrete financial and administrative picture in their respective Provinces and Districts. 

Vatican Gives Final Approval 

LITURGy of SAint MARCElLIN

The Vatican has approved texts in different languages for Eucharistic celebrations and the Liturgy of the Hours for the Feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat. Some Provinces, by language groups, are joining together to print these texts for their Office Books and the Roman Missal, in accordance with guidelines issued by the Postulator General’s Office. The Marist Publications Office is responsible for distributing the texts via e-mail

Scholarships Being Offered!

Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Dr. Dennis Murray, President, Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY, announced on March 6, 2000, that the Marist College Board of Trustees has established a new scholarship program and a tuition discount program to support Marist Brothers who are pursuing higher education.

The Board has established two full tuition scholarships, which can be used at the undergraduate or graduate level by any Marist Brother.

Additionally, the Board voted to establish a limited number of half tuition scholarships.  Brothers would provide their own room and board (at a local community), and of course, candidates would be required to meet the College’s standards for admission. 

For further information, please contact the Provincials of either the Esopus or Poughkeepsie Provinces.  Marist College has great admiration for the work being done by the Brothers around the world, and it is Marist's hope that this new program will further strenghten its relationship with the Marist world.

Drawing Up a New Marist Map

REstructuring moving ahead

1. The Provincial Councils of VENEZUELA, COLOMBIA, and ECUADOR met in Bogota April 15th-18th. The General Council Brothers Claudino and Pedro were there. Participants analyzed the restructuring process going on in the three Provinces. “We see the future as a challenge, commitment and opportunity, marked by hope and joy. We see this process as a golden chance to create a new dynamism in our lives as brothers and apostles.”

2. The Councils of Córdoba and Río de la Plata, ARGENTINA, and of PARAGUAY met on April 3rd and 4th to set in motion their joint efforts for restructuring. In a letter to their brothers, the three Superiors wrote, “May each one of us begin an inner pilgrimage to become one in heart, to unite the personnel and projects of our Provinces, and to vividly experience once more the feelings, daring courage, and heart without bounds of our Founder.”

3. April 10th-14th, representatives from the Councils of BOLIVIA, CHILE, and PERU met in Santiago to continue taking steps toward their coming together as a Province.

Marist Bureau of International Solidarity

Aid PROjECTS 

BIS estimates that it will complete its studies, planning, and decision-making process for providing grants by the end of this month of May.

The Interprovincial Council for Hungary

The power of COlLABORAtion

The Provinces of Beaucamps-St. Genis in FRANCE, and Cataluya and Levante in SPAIN had members on this Council. This  resulted in the creation of a second community in Esztergom. Brother Emili Turú of Catalunya is the new Privincial Delegate, replacing brother Maurice Berquet from Beaucamps-St. Genis. Levante will now withdraw from this Council to better attend to other needs stemming from the restructuring process in which it is involved.

In Memoriam

Brother teófilo martinez 

Brother Teófilo Martínez, 84, a member of the Province of Levante, died at the Champagnat Residence in Torrente SPAIN on April 22nd. Brother Teófilo served as a General Councilor from 1967 to 1976. Please remember the prayers that are to be offered for him as prescribed in our Constitutions.

Silent Cries

a fast for peace in the democratic REPublic of The Congo

A group composed of lay people, religious, and priests have undertaken a fast to show their solidarity with the people of the CONGO. Their aim is to keep the eyes of the world focused on political efforts to bring about justice and peace in that country. They are being encouraged and supported in their fasting by the Justice and Peace Commission of the Union of Superiors General (USG).

The World Organization Against Torture 

New report on “hidden crimes”

There are some 150 million street children in the world today, 100 million of them in Asia and 40 million in Latin America. According to the report “Hidden Crimes,” put out by the World Organization Against Torture, most of these young kids are sexually abused and exploited as dirt cheap labor. The Organization has documented 2,169 cases of children being tortured, and is aware of thousands more that cannot be proved.

Close Friend of the Marist Brothers

New SUPERIOR GENERAL of the gabrielite brothers

On April 7th, at his Order’s 29th General Chapter, Brother René Delorme, from Canada, was elected Superior General of the Gabrielite Brothers, founded by St. Louis De Montfort.  René is a 1968 graduate of Marist College in  Poughkeepsie NY, and did his teaching practicum for eight months at Marist High School in Chicago IL.

85% of the Church’s 20th Century Martyrs Have Been Religious. 

“the new martyrs” 

On Sunday May 7th, Pope John Paul II will preside at a Jubilee Year ecumenical gathering to celebrate the memory of 12,000 20th Century martyrs. Their names appear on a list compiled by a special Commission. According to the Commission, 85% of those who gave their lives as “Witnesses to the Faith” were members of religious orders. The reason for this probably lies in the fact that religious congregations were able to furnish the Commission with its most detailed information from their archives here in Rome. The celebration in honor of all these martyrs, religious and lay people, will take place at the Colosseum, where so many early Christians suffered and died for their faith in our risen Brother.

Five Centuries of Evangelizing

BRAzIL celebrates

The first Mass on Brazilian soil took place at Bahía on April 26, 1500. The Church of BRAZIL has looked upon this event as a call to reaffirm the Christian identity of its people, and an opportunity to imprint the Spirit of the Jubilee on the pages of its national history. Our Marist communities have found this occasion to be a time for joyfully working and sharing with the laity in pursuing the path of evangelization that began in their country 500 years ago.

Marist Apostolic Spirituality 

Session held in Nairobi

Twenty brothers from throughout the continent of Africa came together at the Marist International Center just prior to Christmas for a seven day workshop on Marist Apostolic Spirituality. Those participating represented ten different countries; another session on the same topic was later held for 58 of our young brothers at the MIC. The meeting was conducted by Brothers Alexis Turton and Graham Neist.

The workshop session addressed two general areas: our need as brothers to grow personally in the area of Marist Apostolic Spirituality; a presentation of processes that can be used in helping others deepen their understanding and appreciation of our Marist Apostolic Spirituality. Evaluations of the workshop were quite positive, with a call for a longer session in the future. The session in Nairobi was similar to but shorter in duration than a similar gathering held earlier in the year in the Pacific Region.

A New Look and New Readership!
FMS MARIST echo

As you can see from the recent edition of  “FMS ECHO” Number 31, our little publication is taking on a whole new look and adding the word MARIST to reinforce its Marist identity. MARIST ECHO is now  primarily intended for  lay people, and they will be joint partners with us in supplying material and putting it together. To date, with this new approach, orders from our Provinces around the world have increased fourfold!
______________________
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