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Marist Life on the Upswing

Vocations in Lebanon-Syria. 

Br. Bahjat Azrie, from Syria, made his First Profession on July 2nd at Castilleja de la Cuesta, Seville, Spain. It has been 29 years since a Marist Brother from the former Vice Province of Lebanon-Syria has made a profession of vows. A young man from Lebanon is now a second year Novice, and there are two Postulants who have been living in community for a year. Two other young men are preparing themselves for community life, and four more are receiving accompaniment in discerning their vocations. There is definitely a resurgence of hope for Marist vocations in Lebanon and Syria.

Vocations Increase In Asia-Pacific Region   

encouraging picture 

Superiors responsible for the Marist Asian Pacific Center (MAPAC) have just held their annual meeting in Manila. Brothers Benito and Sean also participated in this gathering.  

At the present time there are 21 young Brothers studying at the Center. Prospects for the immediate future are very bright.  

Seven Brothers have just graduated. 19 second year Novices from the region are preparing to make vows before the end of this year, and 28 more are first year Novices. Congratulations to the Provinces and Districts that are enjoying these blessings in the field of vocations.

MAPAC welcomes Sisters and Brothers from other congregations. There are 26 religious in attendance this year. Room for expanded facilities will be needed in the years ahead.

Saint Marcellin Champagnat

Baptismal patron    

New “Marcellin Champagnats” are springing  up around the world as more and more parents are choosing our Founder to the patron saint for their newborn sons. Marcellin Champagnat Oh and Marcellin Champagnat Moon have recently been baptized in Korea.

Marist Presence at Civic Celebration

Marcellin honored iN GRUGLIASCO

On Sunday October 15th, the city of Grugliasco, Italy, which figures prominently in the history of the Brothers, commemorated our Marist involvement there and celebrated the canonization of Marcellin Champagnat. A solemn Mass at a local parish, a cultural presentation at City Hall, the unveiling of a memorial to Saint Marcellin, and a meal marked by a spirit of Marist fraternity highlighted the day’s festivities. Brothers from many communities in Italy as well as some from the General House attended these events. Br. Claudino Falchetto, representing the Superior General (away at meetings in the Far East at the time), expressed gratitude to Grugliasco’s leaders for the monument and for their desire to memorialize the contribution of the Marist Brothers to the life of their city.  

Third Age Session 

Manziana 

On August 15, 2000, twenty-one English- speaking Marist Brothers (average age, 69) assembled in Manziana to begin their two- month Third Age renewal. They gathered together from nine countries – sometimes different from the countries where they were born or had ministered previously. Br. Michael Flanigan, Vice Provincial of the Poughkeepsie Province, guided the group's pilgrimage through Champagnat country since, for the first time in many years, Br. Leonard Voegtle was unavailable to help due to illness. Presenters during the course included Brothers Sean Sammon, Don Bisson, Luis Sobrado, Yvon Bedard, Allen Sherry, members of the three other Marist congregations, and Fr. Mark Coleridge from the Vatican Secretariat of State. Highlights of the community’s two months together included participating in ceremonies for dedicating the statue of Saint Marcellin at Saint Peter's Basilica; a pilgrimage to Assisi; a brief retreat; a general audience with the Pope; and a community Mass near the tomb of Saint Peter – not to mention the Sydney Olympics! Br. Nello Facci served as "economo", Fr. Tom Fulcher, SM as Chaplain, and Brothers Tony Shears and John McDonnell as Co-Directors of the program.

As the New Millennium Dawns

Ibero-American marist education congress

“Commitment in Marist Education at the Dawn of the New Millennium.” That was the theme put forward by the Congress that took place  at the Catholic Pontifical University of Rio Grande do Sul in Porto Alegre, Brazil, October 9-14. The Congress was organized by the Marist Provinces of Porto Alegre, Santa María, and Santa Catarina to commemorate 100 years of Marist presence in their country. 900 participants, most of them from Brazil, attended conferences and shared experiences in group work. Representatives from several Latin American countries and two from Europe also attended the Congress.

The International College, Rome

community life project, 2000-2001

This year’s International College community at the General House, composed of Brothers who are studying at universities in Rome, began its activities in September. On October 21st and 22nd the Brothers met at the Casa Divin Maestro retreat center in Ariccia to work on their Plan for Community Life. All 25 members of the community were present: 21 student Brothers, their chaplain (himself a student), Brothers Antonio C. Ramalho (Director), Emeterio Pérez (Assistant Director, and also Secretary to Br. Superior General), and Alfredo Orengo (resident Librarian). The community includes Brothers from 12 different countries and 15 Provinces in the Institute.

Publications

Recent Marist works

The Chapter Preparatory Commission is sending out two publications: a report on results from its first survey, and a booklet of prayers to help in preparing for the Chapter. 

Concerning the Patrimony of the Institute, “Marist Notebooks” Volume 15 and the book in French, Introduction to the Life of Joseph Benedict Marcellin Champagnat (246 pages) by Br. André Lanfrey, have recently been published.

An additional 16,000 copies of the insert with the icon of St Marcellin (originally contained in FMS MESSAGE Number 28) have been printed, including a new version in Italian. 

15,000 comics illustrating the life and times of St. Marcellin have been published in French, Italian, Malagasy, and Basque.

Soon to be distributed is a new Circular by Br. Superior General, “FMS MARIST ECHO” Number 33, and “FMS MARIST MESSAGE” Number 29, which will feature the General Council’s Report to the Chapter. Likewise, more copies of the video summary of the Canonization will be sent to those Provinces that have ordered them. The International Solidarity Office (BIS) will also be sending out its customary booklet containing prayers and inspirational ideas for Advent.

To Foster Marist Family Spirit Worldwide

Getting out our marist news 

You are asked to please send in Marist news of general interest to the Marist Publications Service. If possible include photos (prints and /or digital format). We want to enrich the content and upgrade “FMS UPDATE” and our other publications meant to promote unity and family spirit thoughout the Institute. We are especially interested in material relating to our Marist charism and which show the international scope and multicultural dimensions of the Brothers and our lay associates as we work together to promote the welfare of children and young people, above all, the most needy and abandoned.

As of 31 December 1999

statistics for the Institute

Following are official statistics for the Institute as of 31 December 1999, according to data submitted by our Administrative Units and compiled by the General Secretariat’s Office of Records and Statistics.

	STATISTICS for THE INSTITUTE AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1999

	PROVINCES
	NOVICES
	BROTHERS
	DECREASE
	INCREASE

	
	1ST 
	2ND 
	TOT
	Temp
	Perp
	TOT
	DIED 
	LEFT
	TOT
	1ST Prof
	P Per
	

	1. SOUTHERN AFRICA
	4
	8
	12
	38
	78
	116
	3
	8
	11
	10
	3
	

	2. GERMANY
	2
	1
	3
	4
	59
	63
	2
	1
	3
	1
	0
	

	3. CENTRAL AMERICA
	0
	2
	2
	11
	132
	143
	0
	3
	3
	2
	4
	

	4. BEAUCAMPS-ST.GENIS
	2
	0
	2
	5
	187
	192
	3
	0
	3
	0
	0
	

	5. BELGIUM-HOLLAND
	0
	0
	0
	1
	109
	110
	4
	0
	4
	0
	0
	

	6. BETICA
	3
	0
	3
	14
	149
	163
	2
	2
	4
	3
	2
	

	7. BRAZIL NORTE
	0
	5
	5
	17
	64
	81
	4
	0
	4
	4
	0
	

	8. CASTILLE
	0
	0
	0
	2
	139
	141
	4
	1
	5
	0
	0
	

	9. CATALUNYA
	0
	0
	0
	18
	208
	226
	4
	3
	7
	4
	3
	

	10. CHILE
	1
	0
	1
	3
	76
	79
	4
	1
	5
	1
	0
	

	11. CHINA
	0
	0
	0
	0
	40
	40
	3
	0
	3
	0
	3
	

	12. COLOMBIA
	0
	4
	4
	12
	72
	84
	1
	4
	5
	2
	0
	

	13. DEM REP OF CONGO 
	3
	1
	4
	9
	33
	42
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	

	14. CORDOBA
	0
	1
	1
	5
	74
	79
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	

	15. ECUADOR
	0
	0
	0
	1
	33
	34
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	

	16. ESOPUS
	0
	0
	0
	9
	131
	140
	4
	1
	5
	0
	1
	

	17. GREAT BRITAIN
	1
	3
	4
	6
	48
	54
	1
	1
	2
	3
	0
	

	18. IBERVILLE
	1
	0
	1
	4
	130
	134
	4
	1
	5
	2
	0
	

	19. IRELAND
	0
	0
	0
	0
	25
	25
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	20. ITALY
	1
	0
	1
	0
	79
	79
	4
	0
	4
	0
	0
	

	21. LEON
	0
	0
	0
	6
	136
	142
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0
	

	22. LEVANTE
	1
	0
	1
	16
	94
	110
	1
	5
	6
	3
	0
	

	23. LEBANON-SYRIA
	1
	1
	2
	0
	14
	14
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	24. MADAGASCAR
	4
	0
	4
	14
	56
	70
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	

	25. MADRID
	1
	0
	1
	3
	111
	114
	1
	3
	4
	0
	0
	

	26. MELBOURNE
	4
	0
	4
	3
	116
	119
	2
	1
	3
	0
	0
	

	27. CENTRAL MEXICO
	5
	2
	7
	23
	131
	154
	0
	2
	2
	6
	3
	

	28. WESTERN MEXICO
	5
	1
	6
	18
	149
	167
	3
	5
	8
	3
	1
	

	29. MIDI-HERMITAGE
	0
	0
	0
	0
	182
	182
	8
	2
	10
	0
	0
	

	30. NIGERIA-GHANA
	7
	8
	15
	14
	75
	89
	2
	0
	2
	2
	3
	

	31. SPAIN NORTE
	0
	0
	0
	7
	118
	125
	4
	1
	5
	1
	2
	

	32. NEW ZEALAND
	5
	0
	5
	5
	144
	149
	3
	1
	4
	0
	1
	

	33. PERU
	0
	0
	0
	5
	49
	54
	1
	6
	7
	0
	0
	

	34. PHILIPPINES
	7
	2
	9
	7
	35
	42
	0
	2
	2
	4
	0
	

	35. PORTO ALEGRE
	0
	6
	6
	14
	138
	152
	4
	1
	5
	2
	0
	

	36. PORTUGAL
	0
	1
	1
	2
	37
	39
	2
	0
	2
	1
	1
	

	37. POUGKEEPSIE
	0
	1
	1
	1
	106
	107
	3
	1
	4
	0
	0
	

	38. QUEBEC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	82
	82
	3
	2
	5
	0
	0
	

	39. RIO DE JANEIRO
	5
	1
	6
	5
	57
	62
	4
	3
	7
	0
	0
	

	40. RIO DE LA PLATA
	1
	0
	1
	5
	108
	113
	1
	4
	5
	0
	3
	

	41. RWANDA
	3
	2
	5
	7
	25
	32
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	42. SANTA CATARINA
	5
	0
	5
	14
	58
	72
	2
	3
	5
	6
	2
	

	43. SANTA MARIA
	3
	0
	3
	9
	77
	86
	3
	2
	5
	3
	1
	

	44. SÃO PAULO
	2
	1
	3
	12
	72
	84
	2
	1
	3
	1
	1
	

	45. SRI LANKA
	0
	2
	2
	4
	38
	42
	1
	0
	1
	1
	3
	

	46. SYDNEY
	8
	1
	9
	17
	246
	263
	7
	4
	11
	1
	1
	

	47. VENEZUELA
	0
	0
	0
	8
	58
	66
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	

	TOTALS
	85
	54
	139
	378
	4378
	4756
	107
	82
	189
	71
	40
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