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The Earthquake in El Salvador

A response in solidarity

We are told that there are more than a million people homeless, 800 dead and more than a thousand missing; some 224,000 homes destroyed, 137 churches damaged; 40% of the country’s towns and cities affected; 1680 public schools in ruins, affecting about 300,000 chidren; economic loss estimated at more than a billion dollars. 

The Salvadorean people, who have lived through so many wars and natural disasters, are dynamic and hardworking, and now they are proving it in dealing with the aftermath of the earthquake. 

Our communities at Atehuán, Santa Tecla, the Novitiate, and San Alfonso School are on the front lines in efforts to overcome this catastrophe, being in areas that have been most affected. Together they are working on a plan to construct housing. The Provincial Council has authorized the building of 200 dwellings for the homeless in Santa Tecla, San Miguel, and San Salvador. Each house will cost $3,000 US. Marist Solidarity Funds from our general headquarters here in Rome, donations sent here by Provinces, and other aid forwarded directly by or through Spain’s NGO SED will bolster this long-term Marist response of solidarity. The Bureau of International Solidarity has been asked to seek further funding from international aid agencies.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chosica, Peru: Future Marist Horizons

meeting with br. Benito
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Our intuitions and the desires that we harbor in our hearts for the future of Marist life were the point of departure for our meeting in Chosica, Peru from January 22nd to the 28th. 44 brothers and 17 lay people, coming from Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay, attended the meeting.

Is the existence of our group and its Marist charism guaranteed in the Church and the world? What’s going on in our lives these days that may be slowing down our efforts to bring about the future that we are yearning for? What help is available to us for unleashing our capacity to generate life and “create a new dawn”? Why be a Marist - brother or lay person – in the world of tomorrow? 

We asked ourselves these and other questions, and tried to answer them based on our confidence in God and a healthy dose of realism. We can’t predict the future, but we are convinced that this Work, belonging as it does to Mary, will not succeed without our conversion and creative fidelity. Br. Benito encouraged us to make our communities “parables” of communion and our institutions “parables” of the Kingdom. Easier said than done! Our need to be bold and passionate is more compelling than ever.
Course for English-speaking Brothers 

Renewal Community in manziana
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Currently, the Marist Spirituality Center in Manziana is home for a group of 19 Marist brothers and a Marist chaplain, Fr. Myles Moriarty. Their session began on January 5th and ends on June 3rd. The brothers have assembled from nine countries – Australia, England, Malawi, New Zealand, Nigeria, The Philippines, Rwanda, The USA, and Zambia. Some come from other countries – Dem. Rep. of the Congo, South Africa, and Spain; some from unique ethnic backgrounds – Maori and Ibo. The median age of the group is 46, with a range from 40 to 55. Brs. Anthony Shears and John McDonnell direct the course, and Br. Nello Facci serves as administrator for the community’s needs. You are invited to see the group’s photo album at: www.community.webshots.com/user/champagnat

Brothers Meet in Sri Lanka

leaders in south Asia
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On the last weekend in January in Sri Lanka, there was a meeting of the leaders of the Brothers in south Asia. It was facilitated by Brs. Jeff Crowe and Henri Vignau, and brought together Brothers from Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan. Their purpose was to begin studying possible scenarios for restructuring and to reinforce collaboration in the region. There was a good feeling in the group, a sense of belonging together. Brothers from Sri Lanka founded our mission in India but were unable to continue there when visa problems arose in the early 1980s owing to the Tamil crisis in Sri Lanka. Travel is much less restricted these days.

Province of Bética, Spain Holds Congress

The Mission of Marist education, a plan for today’s world
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The Fifth Congress organized by the Province of Bética was celebrated in Cordoba from January 19th to the 21st. 229 brothers and lay people, including parents, teachers, and catechists, took part. They conveyed their thanks to the General Council for the work done by the International Commission for Education in publishing the document “Marist Educational Mission.”

The two resolutions that received the highest number of votes were: to continue and expand the process of formation for lay people and the brothers, preferably together; and to find ways to overcome the lack of motivation in students currently attending our secondary schools.

Now in English and Chinese! 

founder’s life in comic book form

The Province of China, in collaboration with the Marist Publications Service, has published an English and Chinese edition of the life of St Marcellin in comic book form. You can see it on our Institute’s web site at www.fms.it.
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These seemingly small but significant steps being taken by various Provinces remind us once more that Marcellin had, and continues to have “a heart that knows no bounds.”

Pope Proclaims Importance of Education:  

essential for a preferential option for the poor
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During an audience with a congregation of sisters at the end of January, John Paul II asserted that education is an irreplaceable element of the gospel’s preferential option for the poorest of the poor from the standpoint of the Catholic Church. 
He invited religious to exercise their unique educational ministry with “constant signs of love, especially when working among the poor. To minister as an educator in a school is to promote not only the solid cultural growth of one’s students, but also their conscious efforts to draw closer to the everlasting truths of the Gospel.”

Institute’s Marist Web

associations, Connecting links 

[image: image11.png]



While progress is being made in overcoming the latest snags on our web site, we ask Provinces and Marist ministries to sign up as many Marist organizations as possible at www.fms.it: Associations Room, and at links to all our Marist Internet sites at www.fms.it: Travel Agency.

We’re also starting a drive for free subscriptions to FMS UPDATE as well as other Marist publications of interest. All you have to do is log on to our Marist web page, click on subscription, write in the e-mail address and also choose the language version that you want to receive. Besides the brothers, any interested person can subscribe to our publications – teachers, members of Champagnat Fraternities, relatives of the brothers, parents of our students, colleagues, catechists, group leaders, volunteers, etc.

________________________
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