	[image: image16.png]



	UPDATE
	Number 79
	Rome, July 7, 2001
	Page  4



	[image: image1.png]



	UPDATE
	79

	
	Piazzale Champagnat, 2  -  C.P. 10250  -  00144  Rome      www.fms.it

Tel.(39) 06 54 51 71 - Fax (39) 06 54 51 72 17 – Email: publica@fms.it
	July 7, 2001


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Provínce of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

MARIST Education Center

The Marcellin Champagnat Education Center, belonging to the Province of Rio de Janeiro, has begun its activities for 2001. It provides schooling for 39 teenagers who are receiving help from the justice system to fulfil social and academic requirements. These young lives have been forged in the fires of rejection. One must learn to separate their identities from their offenses.

This evangelical commitment, undertaken by brothers and lay people, is leading to the creation of something new in educational practice and revitalizing our Marist charism. It is a great academic and apostolic challenge.

__________________________

Visits and news
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On June 8th Br. Superior General received a visit from Isidro Gómez, Cuba’s Ambassador to the Holy See, accompanied by the Embassy’s First Secretary, Enrique González. In a cordial atmosphere free of any protocol, they touched on various issues concerning the situation in the world as well as in Cuba. Two days after that visit, we were pleased to receive word that the Cuban government had granted its formal approval for Brothers Juan Efraín Martín of Central America and Carlos Martínez Lavín of Central Mexico to collaborate in pastoral activities in the Diocese of Cienfuegos.

On June 28th, taking advantage of being in Rome for the “ad limina” visit of the Cuban Bishops with the Pope, Bishop Emilio Aranguren of Cienfuegos, a former student of the Brothers, spent a few hours with us. Archbishop Adolfo Rodríguez of Camagüey, President of the Cuban Bishops Conference, accompanied by his Assistant Bishop, Juan García, also came to visit us. 

Br. Efraín will arrive in Cuba in August and Br. Carlos in September. We ask everyone to pray for them – their Marist presence and pastoral work in Cuba.
Marist leaders meet in Manila

Provincials and District SUPERIORS of Asia and the PACiFIC

Provincials and District Superiors of the Asia and Pacific regions held meetings at the end of May at MAPAC in the Philippine capital of Manila. Brothers Benito Arbués, Seán Sammon and Jeff Crowe were on hand to share in the weeklong series of reflections.
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At Guardamar, Spain

provincial economes gather
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The five Provincial Economes from Spain and Portugal met in Guardamar May 30 to June 1. Accompanying them were their lay administrators-advisors: Felipe Quintanal from the Province of Betica; Jordi Las Heras from Catalunya; Eduardo Yubero from Levante; Romualdo Plaza from Madrid; Íñigo Crespo from Norte; and Antonio Rodrígues from Portugal. Brothers Yvon Bédard and Mariano Medina attended from the Econome General’s headquarters in Rome.

The main topics discussed included the possible “pooling” of insurance policies, Province restructuring, the allocation of funds, and the different laws that regulate salaries and various authorized expenditures. 

Without a doubt, the great benefit from holding these meetings is that the economes get to know each other better and involve our lay advisors more deeply in the work to be done.  

Celebration at the General House

Feast of St.  Marcellin

A large gathering of Marist Sisters, Missionary Sisters, and Fathers joined us at the General House to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Marcellin. The four Superiors General were with us. We felt in communion with countless brothers, sisters, and lay people around the world. The Mass and a convivial family meal were highlights of our day. 

Terms to begin after the General Chapter

NEw PROVINCIALS

Several Provinces have opted to have their next Provincials named now so that they can take up office soon after the General Chapter.

So far the following appointments have been made public:

Esopus: Brother Robert Clark

Portugal: Brother Antonio Leal das Neves

Beaucamps St-Genis: Bro. André Deculty
Melbourne: Brother Paul Gilchrist

Sydney: Brother John Thompson

New Zealand: Brother Barry Burns (2nd term)

A number of other appointments are still to be made after all consultations and decisions have been completed.

Religious professions

MARCEllin draws the young to us

He often said, “We need brothers!” When he came face to face with the youth of his day, he put into action his strong belief in the necessity of providing religious and teachers for their education. Every time a young man makes vows as a Marist brother, our charism is incarnated anew. Marist Publications has received three photos from three parts of our world, each speaking to us of the here-and-now of our Marist calling, of Marcellin’s compelling mission and our own revitalized hope.

Manila, the Philippines, May 20th 

First profession by Brothers Johmel Alo, Freddie Bantilan, Demosthenes Calabria, Riel Rafaila and Jerry Selayro.
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Seoul, Korea, June 6th 

Perpetual profession by Brothers Agustín Lee Hae Dong and Johan Oh Seon Keun. The pride and joy of their moms.
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Seville, Spain, July 1st 

First profession of Brothers Milad Hobeika (Lebanon-Betica), Daniele Pardo (Italy), Fernando Arriero (Madrid), and Javier Sánchez and Javier Colomo (Betica),
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Coming soon

From MARIST PUBLICAtions service

Within the next few weeks you will receive FMS Marist Notebooks Number 17. For the first time, it will appear in a single, multilingual edition, with each article presented either in English, French, Spanish, or Portuguese, as submitted by its author. A brief summary of each article, in each of the other three languages, will be presented along the original.  

“FMS Echo” Number 37 will be published early to be in the hands well before its due date at the beginning of September. We want to avoid delays that might result from the vacation of Brothers at the General House and getting ready for the Chapter.

* By the first few days in July, the photo albums posted on our Marist web site   (http://community.webshots.com/user/

champagnat) had been visited more than 18,400 times. 
For reflection and pastoral care

Brother publishes two new books 
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Br. Giovanni Bigotto of the General Administration community in Rome has just authored two books in French, the covers of which appear above. Mary the Mother of Jesus, 260 pages, is an exegetical and spiritual study of our Blessed Mother. Five Minutes with Marcellin, 150 pages, makes it easier to be in daily contact with Father Champagnat. Those wishing to order copies can do so by e-mailing the author at gbigotto@fms.it. Proceeds from the sale of these books will support social programs in Africa.

In a little less than two months 

chapter just around the corner

Our XX General Chapter opens in Rome on Tuesday, September 4th. Final details are being worked out. It’s fitting that we intensify our prayers for the Lord’s blessings on this time of grace for our Marist Congregation.
Bolivia, Chile and Peru

SANTA MARIA DE LOS ANDES
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At their July 5th meeting in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, the Councils of Bolivia, Chile and Peru decided upon the name of their new Province: "Santa María de Los Andes." It will spring to life on August 15, 2002. The first Provincial Chapter will meet in Chile on that date.
On July 6th, a dedication ceremony took place for the Villa Marista Retreat Center, where the Chapter will be held. In solidarity, it was built with contributions from the three existing Administrative Units. It has lodgings for 72 people, in a rural setting 12 kilometers, about 7 miles, from downtown Santa Cruz. 

Also, at Colegio Champagnat closing ceremonies took place for the Marist Apostolic Spirituality course that began on Monday July 2nd. More than 80 faculty members from the eight Marist secondary schools in Bolivia participated in this program.

The General Council

LAST PLENARY SESSION 

The General Council began its last extended plenary meetings in early June and will finish them on July 13th. During this time the Council has been dealing with some further decisions on restructuring, and also surveying some final reports and other details for the General Chapter.

Members have also taken time to reflect back on highlights of the last eight years. An especially poignant moment during these meetings was the memorial liturgy for Brother Chris Mannion on the anniversary of his death.

A week was set aside for Councilors to make their annual retreat.

As usual there were also a number of regular meetings for matters of ordinary appointments and other business.

Following this plenary session Council members will be heading to various meetings and consultations with groups of Brothers around the world, and have an opportunity to take some time for a holiday before returning to help in final preparations for the Chapter.
General Chapter on the Internet

a new domain
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Our new domain www.champagnat.org will let you keep abreast of day-to-day developments at the Chapter. It will have a free service available for sending news directly to e-mail addresses of all who sign up, brothers and lay people. It will be on line beginning September 1st.

OUR DECEASED BROTHERS, May 1 to July 7, 2001

Based on data sent to the Office of Registry and Statistics of the General Secretariat

	FAMILY NAME
	FIRST N.
	IN RELIGION
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	URIÉN MARCOS
	Lorenzo
	
	55
	Spain Norte
	2001-05-09

	SAINT-LAURENT
	Pierre
	Pierre Laurent
	87
	Quebec
	2001-05-14

	MEIS
	Joseph
	Balduin
	87
	Southern Africa
	2001-05-17

	LABONTÉ
	Adolph
	Adolphe Leo
	75
	Poughkeepsie
	2001-05-19

	DALY
	John Joseph
	Casimir John
	94
	West Central Europe 
	2001-06-02

	HUOT
	Aurèle (Onil)
	Leon Ignace
	90
	Iberville
	2001-06-10

	BEUNZA ALECHA
	Jesús
	Luis Graciano
	84
	Catalunya
	2001-06-12

	KIM (SOO HUN)
	Anselmo
	
	56
	Korea (Central Mexico)
	2001-06-13

	RYAN
	Desmond T.
	Gregory Vincent
	71
	New Zealand
	2001-06-16

	BAIOTTO
	Virgilio Luiz
	Zeferino Miguel
	74
	Porto Alegre
	2001-06-17

	CABALLERO CARRERA
	Jesús
	
	42
	Venezuela
	2001-06-18

	MEDIAVILLA
	José
	Moisés Pedro
	86
	Rio De La Plata
	2001-06-19

	LONG
	Patrick J.
	Ronald Bernard
	73
	Esopus
	2001-06-21

	VAN DE VELDE
	Roger
	Ange Aloys
	79
	West Central Europe
	2001-06-22

	TANYI
	Anthony
	
	69
	Cameroon (Levante)
	2001-06-27

	ANTHONY
	Felician
	
	58
	Sri Lanka
	2001-07-02

	HARTMANN
	José Antenor
	Justino Maria
	73
	Southern Africa
	2001-07-03

	LAULER
	Jean
	Paul Victor
	73
	M-C.O.-.N.D. Hermitage
	2001-07-04


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________
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