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XX GENERAL CHAPTER

The morning of September 17th

AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE AT CASTEL GANDOLFO

The participants of the general chapters of the four Institutes of the Marist Family (Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters and Marist Brothers) were received in audience by the Holy Father, John Paul II, in the pontifical palace of Castel Gandolfo. Speaking in the name of all present, Father Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Society of Mary, delivered a short address. The Pope then addressed the assembly in the following words:

THE HOLY FATHER’S ADDRESS

To the Women and Men Religious of the Institutes of the Marist Family

1. It is with joy that I greet all the representatives of the Marist Family on this happy occasion of the general chapters of your four institutes taking place at the same time, which also allows your joint visit to the Successor of Peter.  May we be permitted to see this as a sign of the Spirit and a call to let yourselves be led on ways of even greater communion and closer collaboration!  I thank Father Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Society of Mary for his cordial words that reflect the spirit in which you are experiencing your chapters, your deep rootedness in Mary and your concern for the missions.

2. You have chosen consecrated life in the Church, following Mary in fidelity both to your founders’ intuitions and to the charism of your institutes.  Those who have gone before you dedicated themselves to evangelization in parishes, to the education of youth and to promoting the cause of women.  They then generously engaged the whole Marist Family in proclaiming the Gospel to the peoples of Western Oceania, marking this ministry with their imprint:  education to Christian fervor and a concern for local vocations.  Today the Church welcomes with gratitude the missionary work that has been accomplished and the gifts of God’s grace manifested in the life of your institutes.  The Church has acknowledged these gifts in a special way as the fruits of holiness in Saint Peter Chanel and Saint Marcellin Champagnat.

3. Today yours is the call to make the presence of the Blessed Virgin Mary visible in the life of the Church and in the life of men and women in an original and specific way and, for this, to develop a Marian attitude.  Her presence is distinguished by a joyful availability to the call of the Holy Spirit, by an unshakable confidence in the Word of the Lord, by spiritual growth in relation to the various mysteries of Christ’s life and by a motherly attentiveness to the needs and sufferings of people, especially of those who are smallest.  “A filial relation with Mary constitutes the privileged way of faithfulness to the call received and a very effective help to grow in one’s response and to live fully one’s vocation.” (Vita Consecrata, n. 28)  It is, thus, in turning to Mary with fidelity and boldness and in letting her guide you to “do whatever he tells you” (cf. Jn 2:5) that you will find new ways of evangelizing in our times.

4. As she set out in haste toward the hill country of Judea to visit her cousin Elizabeth, does Mary not teach us spiritual freedom?  How important it is, actually, not to let yourselves be caught up in dealing solely with the heritage of the past, but to discern what is appropriate to let go in a spirit of poverty, and especially with this Gospel freedom that makes us available to the calls of the Spirit.  When facing a multitude of requests one needs, in fact, true freedom to discern which ones are the most urgent.  “Pull out into deep water!”  This invitation of Jesus to Peter he extends to us “to go forward in hope” along the byways of the world, sure that “the Blessed Virgin Mary accompanies us on this path.”  (cf. Novo millennio ineunte, n. 58)

5. Mary gave herself totally to the Lord, placing all her trust in the word of God.  How she would like to teach you to dwell in the power of this Word and to choose, like the other Mary, the better part.  (cf. Lk 10:42)  In today’s world the disciples of Christ can easily be dispersed, because the abundance of material goods can turn them away from what is essential and because pastoral needs are many.  As I recently wrote to the whole Church, we need to contemplate the face of Christ (cf. Novo millennio ineunte, II), to look ever more for the depth of his mystery since he is the true font from which we draw the love we would like to give.  Do not let this essential bond of consecration to Christ come undone!  Choose rather to follow the Lord humbly, in Mary’s discreet way!  Work with her to bring your lives into union with the Spirit since, as Saint Francis de Sales reminds us, “one of the necessary conditions for receiving the Holy Spirit will be to be with Mary”  (Sermon I  for Pentecost), and allow him to configure you more and more to Christ!  Then your life and your mission will find their deep meaning and will bear fruit for the men and women of today!

6. Keep the missionary tradition of your family alive!  Do this with Mary, for she leads you to be particularly attentive to the distress of the people of our times, of those who in our modern societies are deprived of dignity, recognition and love.

The Church has special need of you in an area essential for the Marist Family: the education of children and young people.  This missionary priority is rooted in the spirit of Mary, mother and teacher of Jesus at Nazareth, and later in the first Christian community.  The world of education is difficult and demanding, ceaselessly needing educators to be adaptable to the young and to their new expectations.  Do not let yourselves become discouraged by the difficulties of the moment, such as a person’s age which seemingly creates a distance between you and the young, or the lack of means or availability of laborers to go and work in the vineyard!  Look at the young, instead, with the eyes of the Good Shepherd, as he looked upon the crowds that seemed like sheep without a shepherd (cf. Mt 9:36), and also as a field growing ripe for the harvest and which will bear fruit at the desired time!  (cf. Jn 4:35-38)  Likewise form lay people to work with you so that they will live that charism which gives you life.  By your existence, furthermore, you are called to bring young people to discover the joy there is in following Christ in the consecrated life.  Do not be afraid to invite young people in search of truth to this way of life!

7. The general chapters you are experiencing confirm the value of fidelity to your founding spirit as well as its necessary renewal, conserving and enriching the institutes’ spiritual legacy.  May these chapters help you to find new signs of communion among your four institutes, to strengthen a collaboration which will bring forth fruit for the faithful accomplishment of your mission!  May the Blessed Virgin Mary guide you on these paths of encountering one another!

8. It is with these sentiments that I am happy to greet you and to greet, through you, the members of the great Marist Family spread out around the world in various apostolates.  I greet especially, and with gratitude, your four superiors general:  Father Joaquín Fernández, Brother Benito Arbués, Sister Gail Reneker and Sister Patricia Stowers, who have exercised in the course of these past years the difficult service of authority in your institutes.  I also extend my best wishes to their successors who will be elected soon so that, following Mary’s example, they can lead the Marist Family with daring and with fidelity along the paths of the new millennium!

Entrusting you to Our Lady of Fourvière, who presided over the birth of your institutes, I am happy to grant you, and the whole Marist Family, a special Apostolic Blessing.

Castelgandolfo, 17 September 2001

Joannes Paulus II

The afternoon of September 17th

PLENARY SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER

WELCOME TO THE LAITY
Br. Seán Sammon, in his role as president of the Central Commission, welcomed the laity who have taken up their part in the work of the Chapter.

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES (SEPTEMBER 10-15)
Br. Maurice Berquet read a summary of the Minutes of the Chapter covering September 10-15. The Chapter voted to approve them.

OVERALL OUTLINE OF THE SEE-JUDGE STAGE
Br. Peter Rodney was the moderator. Br. Emili Turú presented an overall view of the “see-judge” stage of discernment:

1. Listen the the voices coming from within the Institute, whose main sources will be the surveys, the report of the General Council and the contributions of Br. Superior General. Following this phase, a first synthesis is planned for Wednesday, September 19.

2. Listen to other voices coming from outside the Institute, among which stand out the document "Inside Globalization: Towards a Pluricentric and Intercultural Communion. Ecclesiological Implications for the Government of our Institutes" by the theological commission of the Union of Superiors General, and a presentation by Br. Álvaro Rodríguez, Superior General of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, which he will deliver to our Chapter on September 22. Also suggested for inclusion is Pope John Paul II’s Apostolic Letter "Novo Millennio Ineunte".

3. Determine, after a period of evaluation, the calls of God that the Chapter should undertake for the vitality of the Institute. This marks the end of the “see-judge” phase. Br. Seán Sammon explained a detailed calendar based on the above outline.

ELECTION OF MODERATORS
The assembly has elected, by written ballot, six moderators from a list of 13 nominees drawn up by the groups. The Brothers elected are Jude Pieterse, Joaquim Clotet, Antonio Martínez, Eduardo Navarro, Michael Hill and Jean Ronzon.

THE GENERAL COUNCIL’S REPORT TO THE GENERAL CHAPTER
Br. Seán Sammon presented the Report of the General Council, which was published in its entirety in “FMS Message" Number 29, of December 2000. Br. Mariano Varona suggested an approach to studying and reflecting on the report. The basic question is this: “To assure the vitality of the Institute over the next eight years, indicate, based on the information contained in the Report of the General Council, the two or three most significant challenges that we must face in the areas of...". The four areas the different groups will consider are: a)Mission and Solidarity, b)Marist Apostolic Spirituality, c)Formation and d)Animation, Government and Restructuring. Each of the capitulants has signed up for a group which will consider one of these areas.

SHORT TAKES
- Br. André Déculty, elected the next provincial of the Province of Beaucamps-St. Genis (France), took his place in the Assembly as an observer “with voice but without vote”, in accordance with the agreement previously adopted by the delegates.

- Prayers were asked for Br. Luis Luna, of the Province of Western Mexico, and for Br. Luíz Attílio Rodolfi, of the Province of Porto Alegre (Brazil), both recently deceased.

- Br. Gilles Ouimet (Canada) celebrated his birthday yesterday. Best wishes were extended to him on the occasion.

- Monsignor François Duthel, in charge of the French section of the Vatican State Department, concelebrated the Eucharist.

September 18

GENERAL COUNCIL REPORT AS A PATH OF DISCERNMENT

Tuesday was devoted to listening to the contents of the “General Council’s Report to the General Chapter.” This discernment process was achieved in three successive but distinct stages: 

1. Time for personal reflection.

2. Group work, involving both of Brothers and of lay observers:


a) Mission and Solidarity: five groups.


b) Marist Apostolic Spirituality: five groups.


c) Formation” three groups.


d) Animation, Government, Restructuring: three gruops.

3. Plenary Assembly in the Chapter Hall, moderated by Br Jude Pieterse:


a) Sharing of group conclusions relating to the first two points.


b) Sharing of comments with thse close by in the Hall.


c) Spontaneous interventions from participants; either clarification or comments.

FOURTH SESSION IN SEPARATE ASSEMBLIES

In this fourth session, capitulants opened up the topics of Formation, as well as Animation-Govenment-Restructuring, following the method previously explained. 

The lay participants, for their part, devoted this session to sharing their impresisons on what they have expeiences so far. From there they reflected on shared mission, and on the matters they intend to share with the General hapter. 

IN BRIEF
- Mr Carlos Robla (Oviedo, España) was congratulated on the occasion of his birthday. 

- There was a special remembrance for Chile on the occasion of its national day. The Chilean Brothers presented to us all a fine dinner wine. 

- It was announced that Br Paul Gilchrist, future Provincial of Melvourne, has been unable to accept the invitation to assist as observer at the Chapter on account of long-standing prior engagements. 

- Mrs Catherine Demougin projected, during an open session in the evening (9-10pm) an audiovisual presentation on "La Valla, Mulhouse. A community of Brothers and Marist Lay folk.” The community is formed of a basic nucleus: the married couple Pierre and Catherine, plus two Marist Brothers (André and Dédé) from the Province of Beaucamps-St Genis. It is one example of a pattern inspired by the orientations emerging from the General Chapter. Dialogue about the experiment followed the projection. 

September 19

TIME OF LISTENING

Today was devoted specially to the discernment process implicit in the “see—judge” phase. Our objective was to experience a time of listening. So far nothing particularly newsworthy—such as significant decisions—is yet forthcoming. The moment for these will soon arrive. For the present, personal reflection, an attitude of listening, calm dialogue, meditative reading of the documents, has been the order of the day. 

DISCERNMENT ON BROTHER BENITO’S ADDRESS
Capitulants and invited lay observers reflected during Wednesday morning on the address with which Brother Benito launched the Chapter. Attention was focussed on the part concerning “Some Worries about the Institute”. The following question was formulated: “Indicate the two calls in Brother Benito’s address which most challenge you, and which would most contribute, if answered, to ensuring the VITALITY of the Institute.” Our moderator was Brother Eduardo Navarro. Brother Mariano Varona gave directions for the task which was implemented in two stages: time for personal reflection (first stage) and dialogue in 15 groups (second stage). 

INITIAL SYNTHESIS OF THE GLOBAL DISCERNMENT
Data was presented from three sources: the enquiry, the Council report, and Brother Benito’s address. At the end of one and a half days’ reflection, the following question was put: “What are the three most urgent calls which you have felt?” 

Various materials were supplied arising from the conclusions of groups which functioned on the 14th and 18th, and this morning. The process involved a period of personal reflection (third session) followed by a period of listening to each other in language groups (fourth session). 

IN BRIEF
- Br. Renato Guisleni, celebrating his birthday, received the congraultions of the assembly.

- Prayers were offered for Mr Everaldo Chávez (Brazil), an affiliated member of the Institute, and for Rosa, an aunt of Br Gabriele Andreucci: both deceased yesterday. 

- A special intention in our prayer was for Mr Steven E. Murphy (USA), a lay invitee who has not been able to come because of the tragedy in New York.

- Simple souvenirs turn up from time to time on the desk of each capitulant. Today the Hermitage Province presented two books, being the biographies of Brother Yves Thénoz and that of Brother Albert Pfleger.

- The afternoon was begun with marial prayer, with audio-visuals on the screen. The unifying theme was: "Choose life—impassioned by Jesus Christ and his Gospel—at the service of the poor—in communities of Brothers who follow Christ as Mary did—together with our lay partners.” 

- The choir of Marist College, Mindelheim (Gerany), composed of 25 students from 15 to 18 years, presently on tour in Italy, provided musical embellishment to our Eucharistic celebration. The spontaneous applause recognized their enthusiasm and quality. Afterwards they joined the Chapter participants for the evening meal.

September 20

TOWARDS A MULTI-CENTERED AND INTERCULTURAL COMMUNION
The Council of the Union of Superiors General confided to its Theological Commission the mission of preparing a study on the horizons which open for consecrated life, from the perspective of new social, cultural and economic phenomena. This reflection, which lasted three years (1997-2000), is entitled: “Within Globalization: towards a multi-centered and intercultural communion.  Ecclesiological Implications for the government of our Institutes.” In a session moderated by Br. Antonio Martínez, Brother Emili Turú presented this document of 32 pages, which was distributed to participants. The whole morning was devoted to personal study of the same, in order to listen to “other voices” which might illuminate our discernment. 

SIGNS OF LIFE
The third session of the day was devoted to sharing in small groups the story of a personal experience which each individual considers a sign of life in the perceived reality of the world, the Church, the Institute. A high level of satisfaction was noted in the communications emanating from that sharing. 

OPEN FORUM

The fourth session was served to allow Chapter participants to share the echoes and the challenges of the reality seen from the perspective of the document “Towards a multi-centered and intercultural communion.” It took the form of an open forum. Twenty interventions were forthcoming from Brothers and lay observers. Time limitations prevented further sharing. The depth and quality of the interventions created a climate of attentive listening and interior resonance. In one of these, a letter from the Brothers of Angola was read, reflecting from the reality in which they live. The Eucharist which followed the session continued the same rubric of reading the signs of God which, at the Offertory, were summed up in the pages of current newspapers..

CHAPTER COMMISSION ON FINANCES

The Chapter must nominate a Commission to study the economic administration of the Institute, and to make recommendations to the Institute. Its function is  a) to make a detailed study of the Econome General’s Report;  b) to review and evaluate the finances of the Institute;  c) to study the functioning of the Econome General’s office; d) to read all the written communications forwarded to the Chapter; e) to concult whatever persons with relevant expertise as may be necessary,  and f) to prepare a report for the Chapter.  Brother Seán Sammon presented the role description of tis Commission, whose members will be elected in the days ahead. 

LETTER TO THE BISHOPS OF THE UNITED STATES

The assembly approved the text of a message read by Brother Henry Spinks, and which is addressed to the Episcopal Conference of the United States, on the occasions of the tragedy suffered lon the 11th of September. In the final draft, contributions and nuances suggested by the assembly will be incorporated. In an earlier moment, the Chapter sent another message addressed to the Brothers of the United States. 

IN BRIEF
- Br Teodoro Barriuso (Provincia of Castille, Spain), who assists as translator, was congratulated on his birthday.

- A letter from an assembly of marist laity in Colombia to the General Chapter was read.

- Br Jacobo Song prayed an Hail Mary in Korean on the occasion of the feast of Sts Andrew Kim, Paul Chong and their companions, martyrs” lay people committed to the Gospel to the point of shedding their blood. Pedro Casaldáliga’s poem “Mary of our liberation: was also read.

- The two Canadian Provinces (Iberville and Quebec) as well as that of Madrid, offered souvenirs to those present.

- The General Chapter of the Society of Mary today elected a new Superior General in the person of Father Jan Hulshof, 60 years, Dutch, whol will take over from Fr Joaquín Fernández. He was general councillor up till a few years ago, and currently is Provincial of the Netherlands. 

September 21

IDENTITY OF THE LAY MARIST; SHARED SPIRITUALITY AND MISSION

With Brother Michael Hill moderating, Br Michael de Waas presented the outline of work for Friday morning focusing on identity of the lay Marist, and shared spirituality and mission. In the first session, after the mandatory organizational preliminaries, this work was carried out in four groups: one French-speaking, one English-speaking, and two Spanish/Portuguese-speaking. Each group was composed of Brothers and lay members.

OPEN FORUM ON LAY MARISTS

The second session took as its unique theme: lay Marists,as persons who participate in their own way in St Marcellin Champagnat’s charism. The open forum excludes debate, and favours dialogue and listening. Brothers and layfolk spontaneously expressed their opinions and feelings on the topic presented. A total of 25 interventions produced many elements for deep reflection. The clock did not allow us more. 

TIME FOR PERSONAL RECOLLECTION
A brief orientation in the assembly, offered by Brothers Mariano Varona and Javier Espinosa, opened an afternoon devoted to personal recollection. Prayer and reflection cast light upon a personal choice: “What are the three calls from God which you have felt most urgently, and which you believe will ensure the most vitality for the Institute in the next eight years?” This time of silence and prayer culminated in celebration of the Eucharist.

FINANCES AND COMMUNICATIONS
Brother Seán Sammon requested each language group to assign a Brother to review the financial report, and another to be a member of the Chapter Communications Team. 

1. Finance Report: Brothers Primitivo Mendoza, Jim Jolley, Gilles Ouimet and Roque Ari Salet.

2. Communications Team: Brothers Demetrio Espinosa, John McDonnell, Réal Cloutier and Ataide José de Lima.

A REPEATED QUESTION 
The Publications Service has received several messages asking about the date of election of the Brother Superior General. Brother Seán Sammon, as President of the Central Commission, produced a prospective calendar anticipating that the said election could take place around the 6th of October. This estimate retains a provisional character, and Brother Seán insisted on its flexibility. The discernment method adopted by the General Chapter places emphasis on the process agreed upon and cannot be bound by rigid forward planning. Such being the case, perusal of the regular Bulletins will afford our readers the desired information in its time. Capitulants for the moment are concentrating on the “see-judge” phase, and nothing has come up which would suggest a shortening of the previously agreed process. Obviously the election is a fundamental issue, and everybody knows it will have to be confronted, but its time has not yet come.

IN BRIEF
- Ms. Catherine Hannon (Australia) and Mrs. Catherine Demougin (France) animated the opening prayer of the plenary assembly.

- The Chapter sent a letter of fraternal congratulation to Brother Constant Arandel, (Province of MCO Notre Dame de L’Hermitage, France), on the occasion of his One Hundredth Birthday. Brother is the doyen of the Institute. Born on 21 September 1901 in Jarsy (Savoy), he has worked in Italy, Greece and France. Currently he is enjoying his retirement at Varennes sur Allier.

- The World Day of Youth, which will be celebrated in Toronto (Canada) in 2002 was the subject of a voluntary meeting from 9 to 10pm. Br. Gilles Ouimet and Mr. Jacques Boudrias presented the key elements for our understanding of this event.

September 22

THE IMAGE OF THE “BROTHER” TODAY

Let’s Choose Life
Brother Seán Sammon presented our speaker: Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, native of Costa Rica. He is currently Superior General of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, and President of the Union of Superiors General -the first Brother in the presidency of that organization. Brother Seán emphasised his characteristic “brotherliness”, a fact which makes it easier to approach him and understand his message. 

The basic outline of the conference given, following the introduction, is seen in these sub-headings: 

- Assembling the basic building blocks of our vocation. 

- Consecrated to God as Brothers.

- In fraternal community.

- For educative and evangelising service of young people, especially the poor.

- The Brother as “spiritual companion”.

- The Brother in the context of shared mission, and in association with lay people. 

- Conclusión.

Brother Álvaro presented the first four points in the first session, leaving those remaining for the afternoon session. 

All Brothers in the General House were invited to attend the conference, of which the complete text is available online at the Chapter website: “The XX General Chapter in Operation/Documents/The Image of the Brother Today.” 

DIALOGUE ON THE CONFERENCE
The session was moderated by Brother Jean Ronzon. Reflection on Brother Álvaro’s conference was conducted in groups. A question guide facilitated the sharing. The second session of the morining was devoted to this sharing, at the end of which was a brief meeting in plenary assembly for interventions; the same was done at the end of the afternoon session.

EVENING WITH ITALIAN ACCENT
The Marist Province of Italy received Brothers and lay Chapter participants at “San Leone Magno” College in Rome. Students from the Brothers’ College at Giuliano (near Naples) staged a musical on St Francis of Assisi, entitled "Forza venite gente" (Come on, Everybody Come!). During an hour and a half they really delighted their audience. Brother Alfano’s mortal remains served to focus attention on our spiritual heritage,and on the call to holiness we have all received, during the prayer meeting which was celebrated in the College chapel. 

Supper at San Leone closed a day marked by brotherhood, both reflected upon, and lived. The Italian Brothers made it a reality through the cordiality of their welcome. 

PARABLE OF LIFE

The Saturday liturgy proclaimed the gospel of the Sower. The Chapter is moving, step by step, from symbol to reality, from dream to life. At the beginning of our first Eucharist, various symbols were offered: earth, seed, water. In the middle of the Chapter Hall, you can see how, in less than twenty days, those tiny seeds are beginning to grow. They constitute a parable of life and an X-ray of the Chapter. 

IN BRIEF
- Brother Alain Délorme, who is helping with written translation tasks, received the assembly’s congratulations on the occasion of his birthday. 

- Two sad events have motivated our prayer. The death from cancer of Oliver, a young Brother from Nigeria; also that of Sister Yolanda Cerón, belonging to the Congregation of the Company of Mary, assassinated in Colombia by the paramilitary forces.

- The Marist Sisters (SM) today elected Sister Monica O’Brien as Superior General. Born in Ireland, she has been during the last five years Provincial of England. She takes the place of Sister Gail Reneker.

- The birthday cake presented at midday summed up all the birthdays of the week. In this way we manage to avoid excess while still creating a festive mood. 

- Brother Antoni Torrelles is in charge of the decoration of the house and of the Chapter Hall itself. His avanguard style uses common elements as suggestive symbols which often provoke questions about their meaning.

- Tomorrow, Sunday 23rd, there is no Chapter activity. Nonetheless, the Bulletin will still be published with contributions from Capitulants and lay participants.

September 23

The Publications Service has invited Brothers and lay Chapter associates to share briefly, freely and spontaneously, their ideas and feelings with all our subscribers by means of the “Chapter Bulletin.” We anticipate a weekly frequency. Each language edition will contain only those contributions which have been submitted in that language. Whoever wishes to read contributions in the other languages will be able to consult the respective language section on the Chapter website. (El XX Capítulo en marcha / Boletines de noticias / Boletín capitular 21).

Noemi Basco-Silva - Philippine Province, Philippines

Sharing...openness... unity... love.... optimism...and joy.  These characterize the XX General Chapter from the perspective of a lay person.  There’s so much to learn and the experience is very enriching. I am very grateful to the Marist Brothers for this wonderful opportunity and to the other lay participants who have truly touched my life in a profound way .  May the Holy Spirit continue to guide the capitulants and may this Chapter be a resouding success. MABUHAY!

Fergus Garrett - Fiji Islands

Over and over again I am hearing that we must CHANGE by deepening our Faith in Jesus and acquire a buming passion for His Kingdom.

We are being chal lenged to get much closer to the youth and much closer to the poor, in our listening, in our mission, and in our lifestyle.

I also hear the lay persons' stories of their participation in the charism of Champagnat for the mission of the Church. Through our relationships we build communion, sometimes together in community, sometimes in ministries, and sometimes in simply cultivating the Champagnat charism in a spiritual way.

I have also listened to Brothers and laity who have new and prophetic forms of living and working together, in places as far apart as Sydney and the Amazon.

I am sure that the Institute has many centres of life that must be encouraged and supported.

Our leaders will have to be more decisive and more daring in initiating more of these prophetic projects.

I would emphasize that in finding new ways and new projects we are always looking to the one goal of the Kingdom, COMMUNION.

One big problem emerging - what to do with the Brothers who hear their Superior saying, "GO", but they don't go, or "COME", but they don't come.

Gary Norton, Marist Brothers Linmeyer, Southern Africa, South Africa

Since my arrival at the General House last Friday, I have felt a sense of belonging, acceptance and commitment to a specific purpose. Each day has been filled with new challenges and gifts for each of us. Time has been provided for reflections of many types. I have found the opportunity to develop my faith and spirituality in an environment allowing for focus and direction. I believe that as Marist Educators, we are on a spiritual journey that will create within us, a sense of passion for mission and care. The procedures and activities have focused me towards the Marist mission within other schools.

This re-defines the roles that we need to focus on during the challenging years ahead. Opportunities have allowed me to discover new truths about myself and to get to know the bigger Marist family. I hope that I will take back a richness of mind and attitude that will benefit those whom I serve in the Southern African Marist Community.

John McDonnell, fms 
Province of Esopus, New York, USA

117 brothers - 35 to 76 years of age - representing FMS communities in 76 countries - coming together in Rome for 6 weeks to try to discern God´s will for us in this first decade of the 21st century. 4 official languages but 20+ mother tongues. 17 faith-filled, challenging lay men and women - 24 to 54 - with us for almost 2 weeks. Sobering statistics. A truth-filled State of the Union address by Br. Benito. Hours and hours of praying, studying, meeting, celebrating...acknowledging our shadow, risking trust in one another, begging God for greater passion for Jesus and His mission. Each day, I experience grounded faith and Champagnat's ¨little virtues¨ in these Marists. I´m prouder than ever to be a Marist Brother.

Michael Hill, 

Province of Sydney, Australia

The highlights of the General Chapter for me so far have been the presence of our invited lay guests, and the use of a method of group discernment as we attempt to come to terms with the challenges for the Institute over the coming eight years.  Our lay guests have enriched us by their presence and by their contributions to the discussions, both in small groups and during plenary sessions in the Chapter Hall.  It is clear to me that our future will be even more strongly characterised by lay partnership than as it is currently.  That provides a very encouraging and hopeful vision for the future.

I have also been very impressed by the conscious efforts by so many in this large international group to break through language and cultural differences as we continue to form a multilingual, international community.

Michael De Waas - Sri Lanka

It has been a wonderful experience of brotherhood. Brothers seeking more meaningful life to give life to others. It was realistic in a way to go through the obstacles of language and culture. More challenges meant more meaning. I am happy. I feel privileged that I got the opportunity to be part of it. Look forward to sharing the experiences lived here which are very powerful and hope to share them with our brothers and lay partners.

 My experience with the lay participants was another eye opener. It was very informative, inspiring, and challenging. The future looks very hopeful....

Bro. Ted Fernandez – Philippines

I like the way this Chapter is unfolding from SEE-JUDGE to ACT. Discernment has been a process that guided me to see the realities of our Congregation in a global aspect in areas of spirituality, mission, government and lay partnership. I always admire the profundity of each Brother’s sharing in small and big groupings.
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