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XX GENERAL CHAPTER

October 8

BROTHERS EMILI TURÚ AND ANTONIO RAMALHO, NEW COUNCILLORS 

GENERAL

Brother Emili Turú, 46 years, currently Provincial of Cataluña (Spain), and Brother Antonio Ramalho, 54 years, Brazilian, currently Director of the International College (General House, Rome), were elected Councilors General on Monday afternoon. Minutes after, the news was posted on the Chapter website.

The General Council election began today, the 8th of October. In the morning, Capitulants met in four groups to draw up in a climate of prayer, a list of suggested names of those who might form part of the new General Council. The groups were Africa-Madagascar, America, Asia-Pacific and Europe. The said list, comprising 16 Brothers, not necessarily Capitulants, was submitted at the end of the first session. 

At the beginning of the fourth session (at 1715h), the election of the first two Councilors was begun, leaving time on Tuesday for the election of the remaining four. Brother Antonio Ramalho read the article of the Constitutions referring to the General Council. Brother Seán Sammon created a climate of prayer and discernment. Thereafter, Capitulants alone remained in the Chapter Hall to proceed with the election. 

Tomorrow the same process will be continued for the election of the remaining four Councilors. They will be elected two by two, with a pause in between. The Chapter website will publish the results as they become available. 

AFTER STUDIES AND PROPOSALS... THE MOMENT OF TRUTH

The Commissions have now entered the final strait. Studies, debates, drafts, analyses... all these are left behind to make way for the formal presentation of each Commission’s proposals. A beginning was made with those proposals which affect the modification of Constitutions and Statutes. Brother Jude Pieterse was in the chair.
PROPOSALS FOR MODIFICATION OF CONSTITUTIONS AND STATUTES
Two Commissions presented proposals for modification.

Commission for Animation and Government

1. Administration of Goods
Brothers Julian Casey and Yvon Bedard presented proposals for changes in the Statutes, exposing the reasons in support. 

All refer to Chapter 10 of the Constitutions concerning to the Administration of Material Goods. Changed circumstances as well as the possible repercussions of restructuring seem to suggest these changes. The Commission of Animation and Government took its cue from a study drawn up by the International Finance Commission and analyzed by a number of Provincial Economes. The document is drawn up in two parallel columns: Current Statutes and Proposed Statutes. Proposed changes are written in boldface to facilitate the reading. The Statutes affected would be the following: 155.1 - 155.2 - 156.1 - 156.2 - 157.1 - 158.2 - 158.3 - 159.1 - 159.2 - 160.1 - 160.3 - 160.4** - 160.5**- 161.2a - 161.4 - 161.5 - 161.6 - 161.7 - 161.10 - 162.6 - 162.7. Capitulants had until 7pm to present written amendments.

2. Other modifications
Commission secretary Brother Jeff Crowe presented two modifications of Statutes. 

The first reduces from four to three the quorum required for the General Council to take decisions. The reason is that the number of Councilors has been reduced to six. The affected Statutes are: 137.3 y 137.5

The second aims to allow greater flexibility in the meeting schedule of Provincial Councils. From meeting once a month, it is proposed that there be at least six meetings a year. The new Administrative Units arising from the restructuring process seem to suggest such a change, which affects Statute 149.2 .

Spirituality Commission
Commission secretary Brother Mariano Varona presented two proposals for modification to the Constitutions.  

The first has the objective of a more creative and participative community prayer. The sentence in Article 70 of the Constitutions: “Lauds is our morning prayer and Vespers our evening prayer” would be suppressed, and a change introduced into the Statutes: “The community organizes its prayer life in a creative and responsible way. It is a prayer which gathers the pains and joys, the anguish and hopes of those whom God has placed in our path (cf MAS 26). For this it may utilize the Liturgy of the Hours or another form of prayer.” And add: “We invite to our prayer those who share our life and mission.” 

The second modification concerns the Eucharist, and would alter article 69 of the Constitutions. The present text is retained, but the phrase in italics is to be added at the end: “We participate daily in the Eucharistic Sacrifice and, as far as possible, we do this in community. 

THE COMMISSIONS FINALIZE THEIR 

LABORS

The second and third sessions were devoted to completing the work in Commissions. In the days to come, the results of their deliberations will be presented in the Assembly Hall.

IN BRIEF
- Prayer was offered for the eternal repose of Brothers Alfred Noll (Province of Beaucamps-St. Genis, France) and Rodolfo Custodio Drogerett (Province of Chile).

-  Brother Seán Sammon informed us that if an election were to produce a deadlock, Canon Law requires that such be resolved in favour of the elder, and not of the younger, contrary to the earlier intention of the Chapter. 

- The Eucharistic celebration, with Fr Tarsicio, chaplain to the International College presiding, recalled the martyrdom of Brother Laurentino and his 45 companions inthe prison of St Elias in Barcelona. After the proclamation of the Gospel, we gathered in small groups to answer the question: What were the calls to vitality which you noted in these readings?

- A significant part of the agenda programmed for today was unable to be completed.

THE CAPITULANTS SPEAK

Bro. Michael De Waas, Province of Sri Lanka

Closer to the end of the chapter... mixed feelings. The last week has been one that involved a lot of emotions. Election of our leaders were a moving experience. Having talked to one another,  discussed prayed and chosen the chiefs.....and to see the way they said YES to lead a group of brothers who were so "alive" to "choose life" was magnificent! Non verbal gestures, expressions of joy, peace and support reassured me of the giftedness of my fellow brothers. Celebrations beginning from the Eucharist, the meal leading to the social were all very symbolic of the great brotherhood inherited from Champagnat. Standing ovations to Benito, Sean and Luis and their acknowledgement of the simple but powerful expressions of their brothers in so simple manner have refreshed me with so much of life for a very hopeful future...

Bro. Jacobo Chulseob/Song - Korean District - Korea

Family spirit

I have met wonderful Brothers during the 20th General Chapter. They have come from different countries and they are very friendly, humble, gentle and generous. They have a strong enthusiasm for a vitality of the Institute. We are praying and working together and sharing our experiences, joy and love to one another. I could not share many things with them because of language and personality. Nevertheless they have shown to me their big concern and love. So I have felt brotherly love and experienced family spirit from them. I was very happy  and I would like to share this family spirit with people who I will meet in my community. Thank you very much to all of you.

Bro. Joseph Udeajah – Province of Nigeria

NEW FRATERNITY OF CHAMPAGNAT MOVEMENT OF MARIST FAMILY INAUGURATED  IN NIGERIA

On 11th July 2001, a Fraternity of Champagnat Movement of Marist Family was officially inaugurated in Azaraegbelu in Owerri Archdiocese of Nigeria by the Provincial, Br. Joseph Udeajah.  This is the third Fraternity to be opened in Nigeria. The members of the Fraternity are 18 in number comprising mainly of married men and women.

The group started their meeting in May 2000 but were given one year of probation before official inauguration.

The members undertake to improve the quality of Christian living in the parish. They visit the poor and the sick on regular basis, propagate family rosary and teach catechism to children. They hold their meetings every Wednesday and organize Holy Mass every Tuesday of the moth for the poor and the youth. Their Animator is Bro. John Metuh.

October 9

BROTHERS PEDRO HERREROS, 

THÉONESTE KALISA, PETER RODNEY 

& MAURICE BERQUET ARE THE NEW COUNCILLORS GENERAL

Brothers Pedro Herreros, 53 years, Provincial of Chile’ Théoneste Kalisa, 47 years, non-Capitulant, belonging to the District of Congo, currently at Manziana; Peter Rodney, 46 years, Viceprovincial of Sydney, Australia; and Maurice Berquet, 53 years, Provincial of Beaucamps-St. Genis, France, were elected Councillors General this morning.

GENERAL COUNCIL NOW COMPLETE
Yesterday Brothers Emili Turú and Antonio Ramalho were elected General Councillors. Today the election of the remaining four Councillors was concluded. Two of them in the first session, the other two in the second. Brother Joaquim Clotet was moderating. Brothers Juan Miguel Anaya and Henri Catteau acted as session secretaries, Brothers Charles Howard and Óscar Martín, as scrutators. Brother Seás situated the election in a climate of prayer. 

At the end of the first session, Brothers Pedro Herreros and Théoneste Kalisa were elected to the Council. In the second session, Brothers Peter Rodney and Maurice Berquet completed the number of Councillors.

THE NEW GENERAL GOVERNMENT

The XXth General Chapter has, with these elections, completed the membership of the General Administration; it is now constituted by the following Brothers: Seán Sammon, Superior General; Luis García Sobrado, Vicar General; Emili Turú, Antonio Ramalho, Pedro Herreros, Théoneste Kalisa, Peter Rodney and Maurice Berquet, Councillors General.

A NEW CAPITULANT

Brother Théoneste Kalisa, upon being elected General Councillor without being a Capitulant, automatically becomes a member of the General Chapter. Brother Théoneste has been working up to the present in the XXth General Chapter as a simultaneous translator.
SUMMARY OF MINUTES (1-6 OCTOBER)

Brother Maurice Berquet, Chapter secretary, read the Summary of Minutes corresponding to the period 1st to 6th October; this was approved by the Capitulants.

SECOND PRESENTATINON OF THE CHAPTER MESSAGE

Brother Jean Ronzon, in the name of the Editorial Team, produced a second presentation of the Message. Evident progress in the organization and redaction from last time was observable. It is not yet complete. The draft was distributed to Capitulants so they could add, suppress, or imporve in whatever ways seem opportune, by means of proposals. 

COMISSION ON MISSION AND 

SOLIDARITY

Brother Miguel Cubeles, in the name of the Commission, presented the conclusions of the work achieved by the Commission.

The document contains three important points: 

1. Proposal for the approval of the  Marist Educative Mission  document, as a reference text and guideline for the Institute.

2. Reformulation of the call in the following manner:  "Advancing together, Brothers and layfolk, decisively and unambiguously, alongside the poorest and most excluded of children and young people, along new paths of education, evangelization and solidarity.” 

3. Decisions and recommendations.

A total of nine. They embrace the following points: Marist educative mission, support structures for shared mission, presence amongst youth, educative and evangelizing service, evaluation of works, relinquishing of works and new presences, formation, evangelical use of material goods, mission ad gentes. 
ComisSION ON IDENTITY-LAY COLLABORATORS
Brother Pedro Herreros, President of the Commission, presented the final result of the Commission’s work. 

The original formulation of the call was maintained without modification. 

The document has been reorganized into four areas:  a) identity and belonging;  b) formation;  c) corresponsability;  and  d) new models of community life. In each area, an objective or sign of vitality was specified, and corresponding lines of action proposed.

SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION

Brother Don Bisson presented the document for the Commission on Spirituality. 

The document comprises three main points: 

1. An amendment to the call is proposed, which would be formulated as follows: “Passionately centering our lives and our communities on Jesus Christ, as did Mary; and in view of this to implement processes of human growth and conversion.”  

2. Four proposals are formulated; these touch globally upon: the elaboration of a document on our spirituality; continuing the impetus of our language-based networks of Marist apostolic spirituality; putting into action programmes of leadership formation; initiating a process of review of Constitutional articles referring to prayer life, for the next Chapter.

3. Finally, nine recommendations were detailed..

COMISSION ON COMMUNITY

Brother Barry Burns presented the results of the Community Commission. The document comprises three main points. 

1. Reformulation of the call: “To revitalize our communities so they may be spaces of brotherhood, simplicity, and gospel living in service of the mission.

2. The first session develops a context and foundation for the document as a whole. 

3. Four signs of vitality are set out (a community which unites faith and life; community—a space for human growth; a community committed as Church to the world and the poor; a community which lives simplicity), leading to seven recommendations directed to Provincial Council, local communities, and Brothers. 
IN BRIEF
- A special intention was kept in mind for Brother Felix Bentley (Fijian, New Zealand), recently deceased.

- The Province of Levante was congratulated on the festival day of the City of Valencia (Comunidad Valenciana, Spain).

- This is how I see Miguel Ángel Isla Lucio (one of the 4 Brothers who died a witness to love in the Great Lakes region of Central Africa): a comic in language suited to adolescents, on the life of this Brother, was presented to the Capitulants.  (Text: José Sarrión A.  Illustrations: Pedro Vez L. Published by : Maristas Levante.)

- Brother Seán Sammon has announced that Brother Adolfo cermeño has been appointed Provincial of the Province of Central America and Brother Diego Antón as Provincial of Province of Venezuela. 
October 10

TABLING OF ECONOMIC AND JURIDICAL MATTERS

Capitular activity today, Wednesday, centred on economic and juridical topics. The Economic Report and the changes in legislative texts occupied the debate and proposals were set forth on these topics. This Bulletin gathers in brief form the most important points, without entering into detail of the arguments in support of each change. Through these technical formulations, the objective in view remained that of a more evangelical use of material goods, a more lively prayer, and forms of government better suited to animation. 
REPORT OF THE CHAPTER ECONOMIC COMMISSION

The Chapter named a commission to study the economic administration of the Institute, and to make recommendations to the Chapter. The members of this Commission are: Brothers Guilles Ouimet, James Jolley, Primitivo Mendoza and Roque Ari Salet. 

Brothers James Jolley and Primitivo Mendoza presented the report on the Administration of Institute Finances (1993-2000). This report contains observations and comments, as wll as five recommendations. The Commission concluded that the accounts of the General Administration are correct and well managed; it recommended that the Generral Assembly approve the Econome General’s Report. 

The recommendations of the Report touched upon the contracting of external auditors, the nomination of another assistant to the Ecoome General, a fuller usage of the formation houses dependent on the General Administration (El Escorial and Manziana), and solidarity.

Time was allowed for the formulation of amendments and recommendations.
DEBATE AND VOTE ON CONSTITUTIONS AND STATUTES

The new redaction of Article 70 in the Constitutions and Statute 70.1, presented on Monday by Brother Mariano Varona and reprinted in the Chapter Buletin, was the object of four amendments, which were debated in the Hall. The Assembly approved by a two-thirds majority the suppression of the phrase: “Lauds is our morning prayer, and Vespers our evening prayer” of the constitutional text, to be placed in a wider formulation in Statute 70.1, which has been amended in a way that enriches the Commission’s original proposal. A new redaction of Statute 70.2 was also approved. 

CHANGES PROPOSED BY THE 

ANIMATION AND GOVERNMENT COMMISSION
Commission Secretary, Brother Jeff Crowe, presented proposals which touch upon: 

1. General Chapter Statutes.

Proposals referring to the Preparatory Commission, to the invitees, to the voting system and to members by right. 

2. General Chapter Rules of Procedure.

Proposals referring to the approval of the Rules of Procedure, and the nomination of two moderators before the election of the Central Commission.

3. Vicars provincial and District Superiors

A proposal that would allow vice-provincials and district superiors, with the authorisation of Brother Superior General and his Council, to be considered major superiors.

4. Other proposals to be included in the Acts.

Time was given for the formulation of amendments to those proposals.

IN BRIEF
- Brother Chanel Joseph (Marius Sanial), born in France, belonging to the Province of Brasil Norte, was congratulated on attaining his 100th birthday. Brother Artur Cardoso lwrote him a letter inthe name of the Chapter.

- Today we celebrated the national day of Fiji.

- Brother Leo Shea has been obliged to return early to the U.S.A. for medical a checkup.

- Yesterday’s Eucharist centred on the joy of serving the Brothers, and began with a procession of Brothers Seán, Luis and the six newly elected Councillors. Today ancient Hawaiian music was used for the celebration, and the Our Father was proclaimed in Afrikaans. The international variety of the Chapter makes it easy to experience Marcellin’s charism: “A Heart Without Bounds.”

- A Story: Brother Iulio Suaesi retains his normal way of dressing and going about bare-footed, according to the Samoan cultural norm. As the Commissioner was giving directions for the Official Photo, to take place tomorrow at 8:30am, a Brother cheekily asked if shoes were required! The exhaustion of the work does not seem to threaten the atmosphere of good humour.

October 11

FAMILY PHOTOS

After breakfast the official group photo was taken. Apart from the general group of capitulants, photos were taken of each geographical group, of the General Council and of the Superior General. The group of auxiliary workers also posed for a photo. At that moment the capitulants burst into applause as an expression of gratitude for the work achieved by this large group of collaborators in so many diverse tasks.
A KEY FOR READING...

The capitulants today voted on numerous questions, each of them definitive. In this bulletin we highlight merely the most important points without entering into discussion of their possible consequences in a given case, nor into any evaluation of their implications. The contributions of the commissions will form part of the final Message, and at the time they are announced, readers will gain a detailed appreciation of their content. 
DEBATE AND VOTING

Brother Michael Hill chaired the session. During the course of this day, the following issues were debated and voted upon:

CONSTITUTIONS AND STATUTES

Animation and Government Commission

Brothers Jeff Crowe and Julian Casey acted on behalf of the Commission. 

a) To reduce from 4 to 3 the number required for a quorum of the General Council necessary for taking decisions, in all cases where no higher norm demands a higher number. This implies modification of Statutes 137.3 and 137.5 No amendments were presented. The proposals were approved.

b) To allow greater flexibility in the frequency of meetings for Provincial Councils. The normal frequency remains once a month but “at least six times a year” was added. No amendments were forthcoming; the proposal was approved.

c) Introduction of a series of modifications and addenda in the Statutes of Chapter 10, relating to the Administration of Material Goods. The Statutes so affected are the following: 155.1 - 155.2 - 156.1 - 156.2 - 157.1 - 158.2 - 158.3 - 159.1 - 159.2 - 160.1 - 160.3 - 160.4 - 160.5 - 161.2a - 161.4 - 161.5 - 161.6 - 161.7 - 161.10 - 162.6 - 162.7. Statutes 159.1 - 159.2 are new, and they aim to apply Brother Benito’s circular on the evangelical use of material goods. After debate and qualifications, all these Statutes were approved.

Spirituality Commission

Brother Mariano Varona acted on behalf of the Commission. Bringing the Constitutions into line with certain real situations. The obligatory character of daily Eucharistic participation in community was to be qualified by the following phrase: “... and, as far as possible, we do so in community”. This modification was to affect Article 69 of the Constitutions, and hence required a 2/3 majority of the votes. In view of a later proposal regarding future review of the chapter on prayer in the Constitutions, as well as in view of an interpretation of the Statutes themselves, the proposed amdendment did not obtain the required majority, and was lost.

COMMISSION WORK

Comission on Identity - Lay Associates 

Brother Pedro Herreros spoke for the Commission. Only one amendment was proposed, and it was approved. In the final version of the “call”, the comma afte life was replaced by a colon, giving the following reading: “To deepen the respective identity of Brothers and lay persons in the sharing of life: spirituality, mission and formation...” Life thus appears as the unifying element. The final vote was favorable to the document in its overall unity. 

Sprituality Commission

Brother Don Bisson acted on behalf of the Commission. Two amendments were presented: a) to introduce the reference as Mary into the call; and b) replace the word recommends in Proposition 4 by the word asks. Both proposals were approved. The four proposals as well as the nine recommendations, and the document as a whole was voted upon and approved.

Community Commission

Brother Barry Burns acted on behalf of the Commission. The final document has unified the language employed, incorporated an amendment, and converted all its lines of action into recommendations. One further amendment crystallized out of the Constitution and Statutes references, in the sense of explaining more clearly the meaning of simple life-style. There was a block vote approving the lines of action, as well as the document as a whole.

Commision on Mission and Solidarity

Brother Miguel Cubeles acted for the Commission. Three amendments had been received, two of them on the formulation of the call. The Assembly approved the Commission’s own recommendation as well as another on education for justice. "Marist Educative Mission" was approved as a reference document for the Marist Institute. The time allowed for this session elapsed before debate and voting was concluded. Outstanding business was postponed till tomorrow morning. 

IN BRIEF
- A video, Marcellino Champagnat; un sentiero per la vita (Marcellin Champagnat: a path through life, directed by Davide Demichelis, written by Antonio Sancamillo and Davide Demichelis; produced by the Marist Province of Italy) was put at the disposal of the Capitulants.

- Provinces and Districts who may wish to leave materials, especially photographic, which they utilized in the display, were reminded that they may leave them with the Publications Service, care of Brother Lluis Serra.

- The Mass brought out the sense of mission, placing as brothers St. Marcellin (a heart without bounds) and St. Peter Chanel. Songs in different languages, and an offertory procession with a map of the world, opened horizons to the most hidden corners of the world.

October 12

DEBATE AND VOTING

With Brother Jude Pieterse in the chair, the issues for debate and voting held over from yesterday were dealt with. Though an attempt was made to avoid the feeling of pressure and overload in view of limited time, yet the work was quite demanding, and the issues under discussion were very important.

COMMISSION WORK

Mission and Solidarity Commission

The work remaining from the last session yesterday was continued. The different parts of the document were voted, and then the document as a whole; approval was obtained in all cases.

VARIOUS ISSUES

Chapter Economic Commission

Brother James Jolley acted for the Commission. The aim of this Commission was to study and evaluate the administration of Institute finances. 

Approval was given to the Commission Report which attested that the General Administration’s accounts were correct and properly managed, as was the Econome General’s report.

Five recommendations were debated and voted; these referred to an external audit for General and Provincial administrations, personnel seconded to the General Economate, a fuller utilization of formation houses dependent on the General Administration (El Escorial and Manziana), and the transfer of a significant percentage of any eventual surplus to the solidarity fund.

Commission on Animation and Government

Brother Jeff Crowe. acted for the Commission.

a) Proposals regarding Statutes 143.7 and 123.1

These refer to the possibility of establishing Vicars Provincial, and of District Superiors becoming Major Superiors authorized as such by the Superior General with the consent of his Council. Proposals approved. 

b) Modification of the Chapter Rules of Procedure.

The proposal affects article 1.1 and incorporates a new one— 2.2: the procedures governing the beginning of the Chapter, and the possibility of nominating two moderators before the election of the Central Commission. Proposals approved. 

c) Proposals for inclusion in the Acts.

- Restructuring.

The General Chapter confirms the restructuring of the Institute’s Administrative Units, and encourages the General Council to continue dialogue with Provinces where this has not as yet been put into practice. Proposal approved.

- General House.

Continuation of the efforts to reduce costs was requested. As an amendment was received, dialogue on the same was postponed. 

LET’S CHOOSE LIFE

Document of the XXth General Chapter
Brother Jean Ronzon acted on behalf of the Editorial Team.

The definitive version of the document was presented. Certain of the points contained were discussed. In virtue of its content, this document is addressed to Brothers. It was approved nonetheless, that a message be written to seculars who share Marcellin’s charism with the Brothers.

CHAPTER EVALUATION

A six-page document with questions for Chapter evaluation was circulated. After some questions of clarification, the questionnaire was restructured with the following sections: Chapter preparation, discernment, lay observers, groups, assemblies and Rules of Procedure, liturgy, Central Commission,  commissions, general questions, and comments (positive aspects, negative aspects, and suggestions). 

RETREAT

A significant amount of the afternoon was devoted to a retreat which culminated in a meeting to share personal life-experiences. The Eucharist was its culmination. Three symbols, of large paintings, were used in the Offertory procession. They signified that we are the eyes, the heart, and the feet of those who announce the message of Jesus. Two small statues of the Virgin, under the titles of Pilar, and Aparecida, represented the universal meaning of Mary’s maternal face. 

FIESTA FINAL

The day finished with a fiesta, the last of our Chapter. Many days and many efforts, many dialogues and meetings have been weaving a tissue of mutual knowledge and friendship. There is a desire to return whence we came, but the strong sentiment of having lived an experience of discernment and brotherhood, of great international richness, exploded in a very animated party. Music and humor contributed our first appointment in the Blue Room. Our animators showed themselves indefatigable. The peak moment arrived when Brothers Seán and Luis addressed warm and heartfelt words of gratitude and personal appreciation, one-to-one, to members of the outgoing Council, offering each the gift of a ceramic angel. Brothers who came forward were: Richard, Marcelino, Gaston, Jeff, Yvon, Pedro, Henri, Claudino, José Luis and, finally, Benito.

IN BRIEF
- The prayer of the first session recalled all countries of Hispanic roots to the celebration of the Virgin of Pilar (Argentina), and for Brazil, in the fiesta of their “Virgen Aparecida” (Virgin of the Apparition). The Kairoi song “Buena Madre” (Good Mother) served as our prayer.

- There were small mementos, etc. on our desks, as on other days. We have not continued to specify the exact origin of al these gifts. Just the same, we are always grateful for them, and recognize in them simple signs of brotherhood and communication. 

October 13

CLOSING DAY OF THE XXth GENERAL CHAPTER

Saturday, 13th of October, was the final day of the XXth General Chapter. Brother Joaquim Clotet was moderator for the occasion. The main tasks to be finalized were: 

1. Approval of the Chapter message: Let’s Choose Life. Document of the 20th General Chapter.

2. Approval of the Message to the Marist Family.

3. Closing session addressed by Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General.

4. Final Eucharist.

The Assembly also addressed other issues, such as voting outstanding proposals and the communication of the Chapter itself.

ANIMATION AND GOVERNMENT COMMISSION: Issues Outstanding
Issues pending discussion and determination, as contained in the proposals of the Commission, were finalized.

a) Proposal for change in the Statutes of the General Chapter.

These proposals concern: 

- the General Chapter Preparatory Commission (article 2): functions, provision of personal and material needs, overall planning with closing date; 

- concession to the Brother Superior General and his Council the faculty of inviting various persons to the Chapter, with speaking but not voting rights, in a proportion no greater than 15% of the Capitulants (12b, new article). 

- some concrete aspects of the election of delegates and substitutes (article 17, 3rd and 4th pars.);

- re ex officio members of the General Chapter: that Provincials also be considered elected members. This amendment not being accepted, the following continue to be the ex officio members of the Chapter: the Brother Superior General, the former Brother Superior General, the Brother Vicar General and the Councilors General who are in office at the time the Chapter opens, and the Brothers Provincial.

b) Proposals to be included in the Acts

The General House. After discussing the amendments, the proposal of the Commission was accepted, viz: that the Brother Superior General and his Council are mandated to continue making efforts to reduce the running costs of the General House.

TraNSMISSION OF THE XXth GENERAL CHAPTER
Brother Emili Turú presented a paper on the transmission of the General Chapter, offering some methodological avenues to achieve the desired result.

The questionnaire included three questions:  

a) What is the most essential in the lived experience and the Message of the XXth General Chapter which should be transmitted to the Brothers of your Province or District?  

b) What are the main means available for this transmission?  

c) What external aids could be set up to assist this transmission (Administrative Units in the same country or region, General Administration, etc

After a short personal time, meetings in geographic groups were held, and conclusions were handed in to the Secretary for distribution to the Capitulants.

LET’S CHOOSE LIFE

Document of the 20th General Chapter
Brothers Fergus Garrett, Jean Ronzon, Eduardo Navarro and Afonso Murad, as the Editorial Team, presented the message which had previously been handed out for personal reading before dinner.

The message was voted and approved. Once the numbers appeared on the screen, spontaneous applause declared the result. 

MESSAGE TO THE ENTIRE MARIST FAMILY

Brother Óscar Martín presented the text.

The Chapter Letter addressed to the layfolk intends to embrace all of those persons who, in their own way, share with the Brothers Saint Marcellin’s charism. 

The Assembly approved the text. When the official version is available, it will be sent out as the contents of a Bulletin, and also posted on the Chapter website.

DEFINITIVE AND OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE CHAPTER DOCUMENTS
The Assembly approved the following proposal: The General Chapter confides to Brother Superior General and his Council the responsilbity for establishing the definitive and official version of the documents of the XXth General Chapter in the official languages of the Chapter; this implies review of text to eliminate stylistic errors and contradictions, and to publish the documents once the definitive version is approved.

ACT OF CLOSURE OF THE XXth GENERAL CHAPTER

1. Brother Antonio Ramalho, as Chapter Commissioner, opened the session of Official Closure of the XXth General Chapter, presided over by Brother Seán Sammon, accompanied by Brother Luis García Sobrado, Superior General and Vicar General respectively. We listened, in a climate of prayer, to the Italian song "Salve Regina sorella" (Hail, O Sister Queen). All Brothers in the General House and Brothers of the International College had been invited to the Act of Closure. 

2. Brother Maurie Berquet, Chapter Secretary, read the summary of Minutes for the period 8th to 13th October, which was approved. 

3. Brother Seán Sammon pronounced the SUPERIOR GENERAL’S CLOSING ADDRESS. During 50 minutes, Brother Seán expressed his gratitude, and touched upon the most important challenges now facing the Brothers. His last phrase was the prayer: That we may be granted the fire of a New Pentecost which we have so desired.

When the official text of this address becomes available, it will be posted on the Chapter website (in the “Chapter Closure” section.).

4. Final Vote of the Chapter

Mmbers then proceeded to formally vote that the XXth General Chapter be officially closed. 

5. Brother Seán officially closed the General Chapter.

The Brother Superior General, as Chapter President, pronounced the following formula: The XXth General Chapter, having fulfilled the functions proper to it, has completed its work.The clock showed 18:43 hours.

CLOSING EUCHARIST

Various moments had a special significance. We may single out the promise made by each capitulant to choose life. Broter Seán proclaimed before the whole assembly: I, Brother Seán Sammon, before God, our Good Mother, Saint Marcellin Champagnat, and you, Brothers, promise to choose life. Thereafter, he asked the members of his Council: Brothers, you who have been elected to share with me the animation and government of our Institute, do you wish to choose life? All of them replied: Yes. Finally, he addressed the question to the remaining Capitulants, grouped in their five Commissions: Brothers of ... ... ... Commission, do you also wish to choose life? The reply was: Yes! 

Another warm moment was the Sign of Peace.  Forty days of discernment and labor had strengthened fraternity and friendship. On the point, as they were, of dispersing for the five continents, the exchange of peace was very effusive and cordial.

Brother Seán, at the end of Mass, with the help of Brother Luis, gave a relic of the Founder to all Chapter participants. The Eucharist terminated with the singing of the Magnificat.

IN BRIEF
- Brother Antonio Ramalho thanked the social commission for yesterday’s fiesta..

- The anniversary of Mary’s last apparition at Fatima was recalled. 

- Brother Eduardo López, Capitulant form the Madrid Province, was congratulated on his birthday. 

- We prayed for the eternal repose of Brother Gonzalo Buitrago, Maris Province of Colombia, and of Brother Paul Marc, Egyptian by origin, of the Hermitage Province, recently deceased. 

- In the spiritual moment which initiated the first session, we listened to a song Un corazón sin fronteras (A Heart Without Bounds) and we read some words from Oscar Romer’s Un futuro que no nos pertenece (A Future Which doesn’t Belong to Us.)

- Brother Joseph Udeaja expressed gratitude for the solidarity expressed by some Provinces towards the younger Provinces of Africa and Madagascar, as also the attention directed towards their needs by both previous General Councils.

- In the days to come, the Official Photo of the Superior General will be finalized. The one already supplied to Capitulants has a provisional character.

- A message was sent from the Chapter to Brother Quentin Duffy, former Vicar General during 18 years, of affection, gratitude and prayer.

- The Council, in the name of the Chapter, will express during the next week their gratitude to all personnel of the enterprises  assisting in the General House. 

______________________
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