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XX GENERAL CHAPTER

MARIST GENERAL CHAPTERS CROSS PATHS, CELEBRATE TOGETHER

The Marist Brothers’ XX General Chapter was held at the same time as those of the three other Marist Congregations with whom we share historical roots in France. Our spirituality and mission center on our being disciples of Jesus as Mary was. Although the Brothers (FMS), Marist Fathers (SM), Marist Sisters (SM), and Marist Missionary Sisters (SMSM) are separate, independent Congregations, our historical and spiritual bonds are strong. Taking advantage of an extraordinary coincidence – each Congregation holding its General Chapter in Rome at the same time – we chose September 12th to celebrate a joyful family reunion. And on September 17th we came together again for a Papal Audience at Castel Gandolfo. All four of our Congregations have just held elections for new General Administrations. Here are brief biographical notes about the new leadership teams for the Fathers, Sisters and Missionary Sisters.

THE MARIST FATHERS (SM)

Jan Hulshof – Superior General 
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Jan was born in 1941 in Lichtenvoorde-Lievelde, Netherlands. While he was primary school, the newly created Dutch province opened its scholasticate in his home village. After attending the apostolic school in Hulst he did his novitiate in Glanerbrug and was professed in 1960. He studied philosophy and theology in the Dutch scholasticate at Lievelde. Ordained in 1966, he was assigned to the Faculty of Theology in Münster, Germany for doctoral studies with Walter Kasper, now a Cardinal, on Alfred Loisy and modernism. During this time, he also did formation work from 1969 to 1973. From 1973-77, he did parish work, and then was elected to the General Council as Assistant to Fr. Bernard Ryan. In 1980 Jan was elected Provincial of the Netherlands – at that time members of the General Council remained eligible for provincial office. During the second half of his eight-year term he served as a theological advisor to the Dutch Bishops’ Conference. 1988-1989, on a sabbatical, he followed courses with Gustavo Gutiérrez in Callao, Peru. In 1994 he began a second term as Provincial, this time of six years. He continued to work for the Bishops’ Conference and was also involved in the formation of Permanent Deacons. At the invitation of the French province, he spent a year in La Neylière from September 2000 to 2001.

[image: image2.png]Craig Larkin – Vicar General

Craig was born in Wellington, New Zealand on July 19, 1943. He made his first profession on October 7, 1963 and was ordained on July 1, 1967. He has worked in a variety of ministries, including secondary education, mission band, formation and administration. He has a Licentiate in Theology from the Gregorian University in Rome. At the time of his election to the General Council Craig was the Provincial of New Zealand.

Hubert Bonnet-Eymard – General Councilor
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Hubert was born on December 20, 1947 in the region of Grenoble, France. He made his first profession on September 24, 1968 and was ordained on April 30, 1983. He ministries have included secondary education, chaplaincy, formation, and welcoming. Before becoming a General Councilor, he was Provincial of France.

Rafael Qalovi – General Councilor
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Rafael was born in Fiji on January 26, 1957. He was professed on January 21, 1979 in Fiji. Upon completing his seminary studies he was ordained on December 12,  1983. He has devoted most of his priestly life to the ministry of education, both as a teacher and later as principal of a secondary school in Fiji. Recently he served as Vicar Provincial of the Province of Oceania.

Paul Frechette – General Councilor 
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Paul was born on January 11, 1947 in Boston MA, USA. He made his First Profession in the Society on September 8, 1972, and was ordained on May 29, 1976.  He has worked in parish ministry, notably as a priest in a multi-cultural parish in Brooklyn, NY. He served on the Animation Team of the Boston Province. In 1994 he went to Peru and worked in formation there until his election to the General Council.

MARIST SISTERS (SM)
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New Generalate Team

left to right….

Denise Husson (France – General Councillor)

Monica O’Brien (England  - Superior General)

Vivienne Goldstein (Australia –General Councillor)

Claudette Ruest (Canada – General Councillor)
Monica O’Brien – Superior General

Monica was born in Ireland.  After completing her Novitiate, she was professed in Carrick–on–Shannon, Ireland in 1963.  Teacher training, graduate and post graduate studies followed in England. Monica has always ministered in the Province of England, in youth ministry, guided retreats, open door retreats, vocation ministry, and adult catechetics. In the early 1990’s she was a member of the Christian Education Team of the Southwark Diocese, where she was involved in Adult Catechesis and employed as an R.E: Advisor land Inspector of Schools for that Diocese. In 1996 she was elected Provincial of the Province of England.  Monica sees the 2001 Chapter as one that will enable the Sisters to move forward together, passionate in and for mission.

Claudette Ruest – General Councilor

Claudette was born in Siegas, New Brunswick, Canada, the youngest of 10 children. She entered novitiate in 1957 and made First Profession in 1959. Claudette has studied theology at St Paul’s University in Ottawa and catechetics at Laval University in Quebec. Her ministries have included directing an orphanage, group homes, a daycare centre, and a centre for battered women and troubled teenagers; pre-novitiate formation and formation programs in Villa Manrese, Quebec; Parent Effective Training (PET), primary and secondary education, and missionary projects with youth in western Canada, Mexico, and Senegal. She has been Provincial of Canada, and was a member of the Pre-Chapter Commission for the 2001 General Chapter.

Vivienne Goldstein – General Councilor

Vivienne was born in Australia. Since her profession in 1970 she has spent many years ministering in the field of Catholic Education across Eastern Australia. Since 1991 she has been working in the areas of congregational planning, leadership and renewals. Her work with the Marist Fathers in the Marist Mission Centre in Sydney has taken her to several developing countries. Vivienne has also had experience in providing psychiatric pastoral care. Currently she is doing research and writing to bring Jeanne-Marie Chavoin to life for today’s world, a work very dear to her heart. As a member of the Generalate Team Vivienne hopes to further her research in this area.

Densie Husson – General Councilor

Denise was born near Saint-Etienne, France. She attended a Marist Sisters’ school, their Noviate at Saint-Prix, and made her First Profession April 28, 1960. After studying at the Catholic Institute in Lyons, she worked in our Colleges, then with the Marist Brothers, and finally with Student Mission teams. Several times she was called to serve the Congregation, and this has given her a thorough understanding of the ecclesial and international dimension of our mission. She is passionate about education in the broader sense of helping others to grow and discover their true dimension. In the light of God’s Word, she has been blessed with opportunities to meet children, laypeople and religious from many areas and backgrounds, in France and in mission countries. Denise believes strongly in the relevance of our Marist charism in today’s world and the potential of the Marist Family for giving a Marian outlook to our Church and society.

MARIST MISSIONARY SISTERS (SMSM)
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New Generalate Team

left to right…:

Mary Jane Lenney

Judith Moore (Supérieure Générale)

M. Maddalena Lonardini

Marie Emmanuel Fuchs.
Judith Moore – Superior General

Judith was born on May 3, 1944 at Hokitika, New Zealand, and made First Profession September 8, 1966 at Heretaunga. When she first went to Fiji, she taught Sisters belonging to the Congregation of Our Lady of Nazareth. Then she did social work until she became the SMSM Regional Superior of Fiji in 1979.  From 1988 to 1995 she was the Provincial of our South Pacific Province. Since 1997 she has been doing pastoral work in the Philippines, and serving as Co-ordinator of the SMSM Philippines Sector.  

Mary Jane Kenney – General Councilor

Mary Jane was born in Quincy MA, USA on April 3, 1941. She was professed on March 9, 1962. Except for the years 1980-85 as novice directress in the North American Province, between 1968 and 1992 she served as a nurse in Bougainville and the Chatham Islands off the coast of New Zealand.  1993-94 she did social work in Memphis TN. Since January 1999, she has been Provincial of our North American Province.

Marie Emmanuel Fuchs – General 

Councilor

Marie was born on March 29, 1946 in Mulhouse, France. She was professed in Ste Foy-les-Lyon on June 28, 1970. On mission in Vanuatu, she has taught and done catechetical work for the Diocese of Port Vila. For three years she served as a member of a Mission Awareness Team in France.

Soana Ta'ake Talia'uli ​- General Councilor

Soana was born on August 23, 1948 in Máufanga, Tonga. She was professed on February 2, 1975 and did her teacher training at Corpus Christi Training College, Suva, Fiji from 1969-1971. Later she earned a BA degree from the University of the South Pacific in Fiji. She has taught in Tonga, Samoa and Fiji. In 1991 she was assigned to the Province of Latin America and did pastoral work. In 1999, she became Novice Directress for that Province. Since 2000, Soana has been Vicar-Provincial in Peru.  

Maria Maddalena Lonardini - General Councilor 

Maddalena was born on November 11, 1942 in Brescia, Italy and made her First Profession there on March 9, 1967. Missioned to our Oceania Province in 1973, she taught in New Caledonia. From 1976 to 1982, she worked in Burundi and Rwanda, and in 1986 became the Provincial of Italy-Rwanda. From 1994-1998, Maddalena ministered in refugee camps in Tanzania. In 1999, she became novice directress for the French-speaking interprovincial novitiate based in Senegal.

_______________________
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