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SELECTION OF NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE
13th – 20th June, 2006
Greece - 20/06/2006

The educational communities of Greece celebrate Saint Marcellin Champagnat
ANIMATED BY THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO IN GREECE AND BY THREE ORTHODOX PRIESTS 
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Each year since the canonisation of our holy Founder in 1999, all the members of our two educational communities in Greece have celebrated Saint Marcellin together. Each time has been an occasion to deepen either one of the aspects of his personality, of his educational project, of his spirituality, or to respond to the calls of the latest General Chapters or activities of the Champagnat Movement. 

This year, with the event of fifty years of religious life of four brothers, the gathering in 2007 with the theme “ONE HEART, ONE MISSION” and the more active participation and investment of lay Marists, we wanted to highlight more particularly our common vocation, to “enlarge the tent”, to allow ourselves “to be led by the Holy Spirit”. After a symbolic presentation of the mission of brothers and laypeople, there was an ecumenical celebration animated by the Apostolic Nuncio in Greece and by three orthodox priests. Before the presentation of the parchments with the blessing of the Holy Father to the four brother jubilarians, a former student and father of two of our students gave the following testimony: 

“It is difficult for me to express in a few lines, my school experience of forty-two years ago and its repercussions on my family, professional and social life following it. However, what I received from 1965 to 1976 and the people that I had contacted, continue to accompany me and send me messages. I still feel today the vibrations of the student and the adolescent who I was then .

At that time, I did not even know what the word brother meant, but I understood from the start that I would find myself close to people who paid attention to me, who protected me, who listened to me, who were interested in me and who inspired me with confidence and security. Advancing in age, I acquired the conviction that the important thing was not to be the first in class but to aspire to be among the first. Being the fist supposes sacrifices and concessions, which sometimes put true values and their proper limits in danger. Aspiring to be among the first means a continuity of efforts, means setting oneself objectives following one’s possibilities. It means working as a team and being in solidarity with others.

The presence of brothers close to us allowed us to discover our possibilities and our limits, to assume our successes and our failures and to overcome our difficulties. Quietly and discreetly the brothers moulded our childhood and adolescent souls by making us understand that each person is unique and that he can have his place in the human community and that for each one of us, there is a space to be and to act. In this school community, the brother, responsible for the yard became a short time after, the co-ordinator of all sorts of other activities, whether they be sporting, festive, cultural or recreational. From French classes, he passed on to the animation and the co-ordination of every type of school activity including the organisation of excursions. Now, as an adult, this succession of roles still inspires me and serves me as model. I understand now how wise was the choice of the three violets as the emblem of the brothers and of former students and of everything Marist. Symbolising simplicity, modesty and humility, distinctive signs of the Panaya, of family spirit, of childhood, they spread their perfume without one knowing.

With the brothers we felt that we were in a second family. We spoke about them in the plural but within ourselves resonated the singular, the familial. Without hesitation we confided to them our personal problems and our dreams as children and adolescents. And now as adults, as a father of a family, we continue to confide to them our most cherished possession, our own children.

We express to you, dear brothers, our profound gratitude. Your example and your witness which has enlightened our past, continues to enlighten our present and will continue to enlighten our future in the person of our children.” (Michel Séfériadis)

General House - 19/06/2006

Brother Pedro Ost, Director of the Bureau for the Evangelical Use of Goods

NEW APPOINTMENT BY THE GENERAL COUNCIL 
Brother Pedro Vilmar Ost, belonging to the Marist Province of Rio Grande do Sul, has been appointed by the General Council as the Director of the Bureau for the Evangelical Use of Goods.

Brother Pedro is from São Paulo das Missões, in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. He started his studies in the Congregation in 1978 in Getúlio Vargas and pronounced his first vows in February 1984.

His academic preparation started at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul where he studied courses in Religious Sciences; later he studied courses in Pedagogy and Academic Supervision in the University of Valle del Jacuí, in Cachoeira del Sur, R.S. He obtained a Master of Education from the Salesian University in Rome.
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In his professional work, he carried out the functions of Co-ordinator of the Commission of Social Assistance of the Marist Province of Rio Grande do Sul which currently includes thirty-four works; he has been Director of the night shift for young people and adults of the Professora Ivone Vettorello Marist College; he has been a member of the National Council of the Rights of Children and Adolescents in Brasilia and Provincial Councillor of the Marist Province of Rio Grande do Sul.

He acquired great experience in the social field during the twelve years he was involved in social works that the Province maintains in some poor districts where he collaborated with leaders and local institutions and developed various projects in favour of the poorest and excluded of the Brazilian society with the aim of rescuing and promoting the citizens so that they could have a worthy, human and just life.

With the appointment of Brother Pedro the General Council has completed the appointments of the Directors of the three Bureaus approved during the January and February plenary sessions: the Director of the Bureau for Vocations is Brother Ernesto Sánchez; the Director of the Bureau for the Laity is Brother Pau Fornells and Brother Pedro Ost is the new Director of the Bureau for the Evangelical Use of Goods.

General House - 16/06/2006

Meeting in Rome of the International Council of Economic Affairs of the Institute

THE GENERAL COUNCIL TAKES THE PULSE OF THE FINANCES OF THE INSTITUTE 
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The International Council of Economic Affairs (ICEA) met at the General House from the 5th to the 11th June. 

Its members are: Antonio Martínez, (Econome General), Guy Palandre (Assistant to the General Administration), Darío Bortolini (Province of Brasil Centro-Sul), Joël Capon-Thiébaut (L’Hermitage), Alberto Oribe (Ibérica), Carlos A. Huidobro (Cruz del Sur) and Víctor Preciado (México Occidental). Brother Carlos A. Huidobro has completed his statuary period of service and was replaced by Brother Víctor Preciado for a first three-year period. 

The principal themes covered were the following:

- Study of the 2005 financial report and the 2006 budget of the General Administration.

- Follow up of investments of the General Administration.

- Financial autonomy of the Provinces having less economic resources. 

- Solidarity funds and the Formation Funds of the Institute for the countries experiencing financial difficulties. 

- Financing of the General Administration throughout the coming three-year period. 

Financing of the General Administration

The General Administration groups its expenses under two categories:

- ordinary management

- solidarity

For the ordinary management, there are four sources of income: the contribution of each Province known under the name of the ‘per capita’, the gains of funds proper to the General Administration, the contribution to the chapter of solidarity for compensating the ‘per capita’ of Provinces who cannot pay it and finally, other income such as rents, the ‘Casa per Ferie’, etc. 

The amount of solidarity coming from voluntary contributions of the Provinces. The surplus of each year is placed in the 20th General Chapter Fund, which, when it reaches the planned amount, will finance the budgets of poorer Provinces with its interest. 

Meeting with the General Council 

The members of the ICEA met the General Council on two occasions. The exchanges and the reflections provided for a global vision of the economic situation of the Institute so as to be able to better conceive its financial policy throughout the coming years and in order to harmonise better the economic viability of the Institute with the spirit of Marcellin. 

The subjects that have a great impact on the finances of the Institute are: its geographical displacement in the world, the restructuring of Provinces which has produced a greater internationalisation, the new dimension contributed by the project ‘mission ad gentes’ and its economic repercussions, the culture of solidarity and the need to encourage sharing as sons of the same family.

Chile - 16/06/2006

Celebration of Saint Marcellin in Chile

A GIFT FROM THE LORD AND FROM MARCELLIN FOR US 
I am going to tell you about a simple and moving Eucharist celebrated last Saturday. It was then followed by a lunch at the brothers’ house in Santa Monica Street, where the Marist Fraternities of Chile gathered together to celebrate our holy Founder. 

The Mass was celebrated by a Jesuit priest, the nephew of one of the sisters of our fraternity. The celebration was beautiful, full of simple and profound gestures, in an atmosphere of friendship, welcoming, faith and gratitude. There were also times of humour in celebrating the terrestrial and eternal life of Saint Marcellin.

After the lunch, we headed towards the house of our brothers in Sotero Sanz Street, to share with them our joy and to have a moment of spontaneous and community prayer. On arrival, we found ourselves in front of the door of the Nunciature, next door to the house of the brothers; Bishop Aldo Cavalli, the nuncio, greeted the people who were arriving.

And someone said: 

- It’s the bishop!

I shouted loudly:

- Eh, My Lord, we have prayed for you this afternoon. We are a prayer group.

Another added: 

- We are some Marist fraternities!

He then raised his hand to greet us and said to us:

- Oh, the Marists!

And he called us over by his hand. I was a metre away and I walked towards him. As I am one for joking rather than protocol, I greeted him by hugging him and I said to him:

- Pardon me your Eminence, from far away I did not know who you were…

He was very happy… and we all greeted him. We told him that we were very moved because we were celebrating Saint Marcellin and that we had come to greet our little brothers. He then told us that the Marists were good neighbours, co-operative and generous, etc.

As I am bit of a comic, I started the song ‘El misionero’ in the middle of the street. The Nuncio applauded us and he seemed as happy as a child… 

We were going to leave when somebody said to me:

- Invite him to come with us!

I then said to him: 

- Your Eminence, would you like to come and pray with us?

He said: 

- I would be delighted to! He closed the door of the Nunciature, crossed the street and we took him to the brothers. 

The brothers were very happy to have the visit of this joyous group of laypeople with the Nuncio…

The activity took place in the brothers’ television room. Nelson Pizarro reminded each person of their gifts and we said a prayer of thanksgiving and recited some Hail Marys. We sang, holding everybody’s hands and we prayed by listening to our heart…. Brother Eulogio said a few kind words to the Nuncio. He then gave us a beautiful speech and we all sang the ‘Regina Coeli’ with the brothers and the Nuncio. It was marvellous!

I feel that the Holy Spirit manifested himself in all the gestures and all was a gift from the Lord and from Marcellin for us who have the Marist heart and who are happy to feel ourselves to be Marists. 

Ah! We then sang to the Nuncio: ‘Rejoice in being Marist!’ as we had learnt in Colombia during the American meeting of Marist Fraternities… Everything came from God, from the Virgin and from Saint Marcellin.

Later, I did the reading of all that in faith… 

I said some jokes to the Nuncio… And he looked at me tenderly and thanked me for having done what I had done and for being as I was, very spontaneous, a little disorderly, without taking protocol into account, and especially for having invited him as he had a wonderful time. 

I said to myself then: Thank you Lord for having loved me so!

Finally, still moved and grateful, I want to share all of this with you dear friends.(Mónica Zúñiga, Santiago)

General House - 15/06/2006

The results of May’s poll on the web

KNOWLEDGE OF SAINT MARCELLIN AND OF HIS WORK 
The canonisation of Marcellin comes up regularly in our calendars as an important feast. It was, in effect, an event that made Marcellin and his little brothers known, crossing borders in order to take on a universal character. With the person of Marcellin, there is his work, his institution, and that which his brothers and laypeople are at present. 

The knowledge of Marcellin grows as people read documents which speak about his life and of his work. The minds and hearts of the readers are conquered and comforted. 

One can also know Marcellin by praying to him and by contemplating him. This knowledge transforms itself into an affection which belongs to the mystery of the heart rather than to writings and publications. 

The work of Marcellin is so vast, so varied, so diversified geographically in the seventy countries where it radiates that it is a challenge to know it well. The Institute’s web site contributes, day after day, to reveal different aspects to us. It is not the only way, but it contributes modestly. 

The May poll asked: ‘Seven years after the canonisation of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, your knowledge of his work has increased, has stayed the same, still interests you more, does not interest you.” If we judge by the number of responses received (371 between the 18th April and the 29th May), it is the poll that has aroused the greatest interest. On the other hand, the results that speak of a greater knowledge of the work of Marcellin are encouraging: 39.6% affirm that it has increased and 26.4% say that they are still interested more. On the contrary those who say they rest the same, 11.1%, or that they have forgotten him, 22.9%, represent only 34% of the total. Congratulations to those who have expressed their growing awareness of the work of Saint Marcellin. And may the interest continue to grow!

Mexico - 14/06/2006

An experience of the Spirit in the Province of México Central

MISSIONARY PENTECOST 
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In the Province of México Central, it is more and more frequent that young people aged between fifteen and eighteen and some from university dedicate Holy Week to sharing their faith and their life in small villages where they go on mission.

This year, to celebrate God who gives us his Spirit amongst the poor and those whom we evangelise, we organised a youth vigil called ‘Missionary Pentecost’. Our aim was to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, to share the fruits of our mission of Holy Week and to fraternise with other missionaries.

These twenty-four hours were an occasion of fraternising for about one hundred missionaries from several colleges. They played, reflected, prayed and sought the will of God for each one from the life of each one.

The College of México Bachillerato, our host, offered for our reflection the rock opera ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, presented by the students themselves to remind us of the passion, the death and the resurrection of Christ and to put us into the spirit of the day’s theme.

In the afternoon, evangelical messages were expressed by contemporary dance and liturgical dance. As well, we played a very interesting game called ‘The conquest of seven gifts’, an activity that consisted of seeking gifts. 

The highlight of our day was the Eucharist, in which all participated by forming seven teams (the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit). The celebration started with an entry dance during which incense was brought in, and then there was a ceremony of forgiveness during which we were all attached to a cord to remember our personal and social sin. Father Enrique, the celebrant, blessed us with holy water and untied us. There was then a dance to welcome the Bible and a dramatisation of the Gospel. For the prayers of intercession we used an indigenous Mayan ceremony, ‘the blessing of the four corners of the world’, to pray for all the people of the earth. There was the presentation of gifts which symbolised our missions and a very moving peace dance. 

It was a very enriching time during which each group of missionaries could share the fruits of their mission: what they had learnt, the values discovered among the people, what was for each one a personal maturation occasion and especially the experience of the faith of a simple and poor people who entrust themselves totally to God.

A sweet taste remains for us in our mouths when we discover that God is present in our missions. In evaluating them, we realise that He has done marvels and that we are happy. 

Spain - 13/06/2006

Homage to the Founder of the Marist Brothers

SAINT MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT SQUARE 
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The Marists arrived in Malaga in 1924. Several hundreds of brothers have worked uninterruptedly for eighty-two years and nearly fourteen thousand students have passed through the halls of the college. Six of them gave witness to their faith by their martyrdom in 1936, during the Spanish civil war. 

Mr Fernando Orellana, President of the Association of former students of Malaga, summarised the work of the brothers: “Many of their former students have helped to transform our society and our city by making it more just, more supportive and more fraternal. From among them have come three out of the last five mayors of Malaga, rectors of the University, Vicars General of the diocese, renowned professionals and above all else, a multitude of honourable citizens.”

It was some former students of Malaga who promoted the initiative of dedicating a square to Father Champagnat. In January 2005, they started the process with the local authorities. Three months later, the mayor (a former Marist student) signed the decree by which an urban space was named “Saint Marcellin Champagnat Square”. 

It is an area that has been totally renewed, situated very close to the college and bordered by administrative buildings. The work commenced mid-May. The final result is a tranquil place forming a small garden of shrubs, lawn, palm trees and little pathways. Benches and seats invite the citizens to spend some restful time there. 

During the afternoon of the 2nd June, this new place was inaugurated, blessed by the Vicar General representing the bishop. Mr Fernando Orellana opened the ceremony in which the Mayor and Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial of the Province of Mediterránea, took part.

At the centre of the square, a monument to Father Champagnat has been placed, formed from a monolith of marble, whose lower part remains rough as a symbol of the difficulties that Marcellin experienced during his life. The upper part is well polished and reflects the human and spiritual maturity of Champagnat; where you can read his name with the dates of his birth and death, the symbol of the three violets has been placed also. The monolith is surmounted by a bust of Father Champagnat in bronze, showing him to be young and full of vitality. It was paid for by the subscriptions of former students. 

They wanted to offer this monument to their city in homage to the Founder of the Marists. The second oldest brother in the Institute (101 years old), Brother Antonio Zorita, a child for six years in the neighbouring college, unveiled the effigy of Saint Marcellin. 

In his talk, Brother Manuel Jorques thanked the municipal corporation in the person of the mayor, Mr Francisco de la Tour, for the designation of this new square. Brother Manuel saw in this gesture a gauge of the affection of the city of Malaga for the Marist Brothers. 

Finally, hundreds of collaborators headed towards the college to participate in a Eucharist in honour of Saint Marcellin. This was celebrated by Mgr Francisco González, Episcopal Vicar. Then, at the end of the afternoon, a lively ball to which everyone was invited brought together the members of the Marist family of Malaga.

BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, December 1st, 2005 To June 15th, 2006

According to data received by the General Secretariat’s Registry and Statistics Office

	Last name
	First name
	Name in Religion
	Date
	Age
	Province

	Abreu Ribeiro
	Adelino
	Francisco de Paula
	2005-12-01
	85
	Compostela

	Chang Hao Te
	Mathias
	Emile François
	2005-12-01
	85
	China

	Tudanca Ibañez
	Esmeraldo
	Elías Pedro
	2005-12-03
	81
	Ibérica

	Hartlieb
	Karl
	Damasus
	2005-12-09
	86
	Rio Grande Do Sul

	Asenjo Bañuelos
	Florentino
	Florentin José
	2005-12-12
	87
	Mediterránea

	Dillon
	Desmond J.
	Gonzaga Ronald
	2005-12-21
	85
	New-Zealand

	Santos Díez
	Basilio
	Telmo Arsenio
	2005-12-23
	86
	Sª. María De Los Andes

	Rouleau
	Patrice
	
	2005-12-24
	88
	Canada

	Dewerchin
	Pieter
	Joseph Pierre
	2005-12-25
	77
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Nkhuwa
	Mathias
	Abdon
	2006-01-01
	72
	Southern Africa

	Filion
	Pierre
	
	2006-01-01
	55
	Canada

	Weber
	Léon
	Ignace
	2006-01-05
	88
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	France
	Jean-Antoine
	Euchariste
	2006-01-06
	90
	L'hermitage

	García Ortigosa
	Emilio
	Adolfo Rafael
	2006-01-07
	86
	Ibérica

	Langlois
	Roger
	Laurent Emile
	2006-01-07
	85
	Canada

	Turcotte
	Raymond
	Louis Raymond
	2006-01-09
	91
	Canada

	Vaser
	Antonio
	Antonio Giuseppe
	2006-01-12
	100
	Mediterránea

	Santamarta Gallego
	Atanasio
	Miguel Urbano
	2006-01-13
	94
	América Central

	Strack
	José Matías
	Gregorio Luis
	2006-01-18
	72
	Cruz Del Sur

	Esslinger
	Martin
	Louis Martin
	2006-01-19
	93
	L'hermitage

	Sallenave
	Bernard
	Pascal
	2006-01-22
	83
	L'hermitage

	Casto
	Guillermo
	Ruperto Germán
	2006-01-29
	85
	Cruz Del Sur

	Maierbeck
	Georg
	Raphael Maria
	2006-01-29
	93
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Vincent
	Vincent
	Jean Marie
	2006-01-30
	78
	L'hermitage

	Appuhamy
	Don Anthony
	Peter Berchmans
	2006-01-31
	90
	Sri Lanka And Pakistan

	Alvarez Rubio
	Eloy
	Ángel Eduardo
	2006-02-08
	99
	Compostela

	Neis
	Rudi João
	Ignacio de Azevedo
	2006-02-13
	75
	Brasil Centro-Sul

	García Galarza
	Ángel
	Juan Gregorio
	2006-02-16
	90
	Ibérica

	Bilibio
	Julio
	Ricardo Felipe
	2006-02-17
	87
	Brasil Centro-Sul

	Miguel Espinosa
	Ananías
	Bonifacio José
	2006-02-19
	95
	Norandina

	Paulos
	João
	Paulo Cyriaco
	2006-02-25
	90
	Compostela

	Olmo Barriuso
	Tomás del
	Bernardo Exuperio
	2006-03-01
	84
	Ibérica

	Teyssier
	Pierre-Marie-R
	Marie Cassien
	2006-03-01
	89
	L'hermitage

	Vallaris
	Nicolas
	Chrysologue
	2006-03-02
	89
	L'hermitage

	Balandras
	Léon-Louis
	Aimé Jean
	2006-03-04
	84
	L'hermitage

	Fernández Suárez
	Antonio
	Simón Antonio
	2006-03-09
	85
	Compostela

	Dubuc
	Denis
	
	2006-03-11
	65
	Canada

	O'donnell
	George Robert
	Canice Philip
	2006-03-15
	91
	Sydney

	Di Benedetto
	Joseph Anthony
	
	2006-03-18
	65
	United States Of America

	Ibañez Gutiérrez
	José
	Cosme Bernardo
	2006-03-20
	85
	Mediterránea

	Martínez Gómez
	Víctor
	Víctor Isidro
	2006-04-02
	86
	Mediterránea

	Koczicki
	Demétrio
	Demétrio Abdon
	2006-04-02
	87
	Brasil Centro-Sul

	Orengo
	Alfredo
	Giuseppe Adolfo
	2006-04-04
	75
	Cruz Del Sur

	Devantéry
	Paul-Robert
	Paul Candide
	2006-04-06
	94
	L'hermitage

	Lezaun Apesteguia
	Ciriaco
	Pedro Alberto
	2006-04-07
	96
	América Central

	Chambouvet
	Marcel
	Joseph Pambon
	2006-04-07
	91
	L'hermitage

	Lezcano Santos
	Francisco
	Avito Félix
	2006-04-13
	87
	América Central

	Cerini
	Rocco
	Giacinto
	2006-04-15
	82
	Mediterránea

	Pestaña García
	Agustín
	Ramón Agustín
	2006-04-19
	75
	Compostela

	Badoil
	Petrus-Eugène
	Pierre Augustin
	2006-04-23
	83
	L'hermitage

	Bet
	Antônio
	Afonso Rodrigues
	2006-04-26
	79
	Rio Grande Do Sul

	Madalozzo
	Avelino
	Luciano Mauricio
	2006-05-04
	82
	Rio Grande Do Sul

	Bossaert
	Joseph
	Joseph Lucien
	2006-05-13
	91
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Ajenjo Fernández
	Justo
	
	2006-05-17
	68
	Compostela

	Duvivier
	Jean-Marie
	Joseph Maxime
	2006-05-18
	78
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Doheny
	Thomas
	Canice
	2006-05-20
	95
	China

	Budgen
	Terence George
	
	2006-05-21
	60
	Sydney

	Varis
	André
	Frédéric Marie
	2006-05-21
	80
	L'hermitage

	Bisson
	Maurice
	Louis Théodule
	2006-05-23
	80
	Canada

	Beaudet
	Claude-Roland
	Claude Albert
	2006-05-27
	90
	Canada

	Mc Cormack
	John Joseph
	Philip Neri
	2006-05-29
	83
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Rizzotto
	Remigio Paulo
	Taciano Pedro
	2006-06-05
	97
	Rio Grande Do Sul

	Alonso García
	Ignacio
	Alberto Martín
	2006-06-06
	83
	Ibérica

	Drouin
	Napoléon George
	Georges Edouard
	2006-06-15
	92
	Canada

	Girard
	Joseph-Aimé
	Ambroise Emile
	2006-06-15
	96
	Canada

	Agnew
	Kevin Anthony
	James Kenneth
	2006-06-15
	71
	Melbourne
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