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SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE
6th - 24th October, 2006
El Salvador - 24/10/2006

Meeting of the Provincials of Arco Norte 
Analysing experiences and programming activities 
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From the 19th to the 21st September the Brothers Provincial of Arco Norte met at San Salvador to plan the calendar of inter-Provincial activities for the coming three years. The Provincials from the Provinces of Norandina, América Central, México Central, México Occidental, the United States of America and Canada participated in this meeting.

The meeting had as its aim the sharing of life of the Provinces, analysing the common experiences of Arco Norte and programming activities anticipated for the future.

In these perspectives we spoke of the inter-Provincial renewal course considered in the on-going formation plan of the brothers, which is to be held in Mexico during the second half of July 2007, the inter-Provincial meeting of young brothers which is to be held at Cuernavaca, (Mexico), in December of this year, the meeting of those responsible for formation which is to be held in América Central in 2007 and those responsible for Marist ministry who will also meet in 2007 in one of the countries of the Province of Norandina. 

Among the common interests, we shared about the situation of our brothers in Cuba and Haiti. 

Spain - 20/10/2006

The Church of Spain assumes the responsibility 
Concerning the coming beatifications 
Three reflection days on the coming beatifications of 495 martyrs of the 1936 persecution were held at Madrid from the 3rd to the 5th October 2006.

These three days marked the beginning of a national awareness of this event and thus the search for an efficient way of presenting it in all the dioceses of Spain. Thus, it is the Church of Spain that has assumed this responsibility and not only the religious institutes. 

About one hundred people attended these days, a very large number being the diocesan delegates responsible for the canonisation causes in their diocese.

Also present were many vice-postulators from religious congregations and four postulators general, resident in Rome.

Five bishops intervened on 

- the ministry of holiness (the bishop of Oviedo), 

- the catechesis of martyrdom and of holiness (the bishop of Placencia), 

- the places of martyrdoms and pilgrimages (the bishop of Compostela), 

- martyrdom and holiness in the means of social communication (the bishop of Jerez), and 

- the value of being a witness to Christ and his influence (the bishop of Urgell).

This was a great awareness at the national level which will be echoed in the dioceses by the delegates to the causes for an event which is expected to be probably in autumn 2007. The Church of Spain has organised a pastoral year on martyrdom and holiness. This will involve the whole nation in pastoral work as we approach the beatifications. 
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For more clarity:

1-There will be 495 martyrs beatified.

2-Forty-seven of them are Marist Brothers: Brother Bernardo, Brother Laurentino and forty-five others.

3-The beatification is anticipated to be in the autumn of 2007, though the date has not yet been fixed (some are suggesting April – May 2007).

4-The probable place of the beatification is Rome; but again no decision has been made. 

Thus we Marist Brothers must start to prepare our hearts to know our martyrs, to pray to them and to create in ourselves the enthusiasm which is going to give meaning, fruit and duration to the event. The pathway is long, but we have a year to do it. 

Brother Giovanni Maria Bigotto, Postulator General. 

Pakistan - 19/10/2006

Forty years of Marist life in Pakistan 
1966 – 2006 
It is obvious that 9/11 is going to remain in the minds of many people for a long time to come. It has become a powerful symbol of terror, death and destruction, and the ability of the human spirit to rise above such disasters. The Marists of the Sri Lanka Province, and particularly those working in Pakistan, have another reason for remembering this date and honouring it. 

On the 11thy September, 1966, forty years ago, Brother Remigius made a rather tentative approach to the Bishop’s House in Rawalpindi, announcing himself as the Marist Brother who had come to begin the Marist Mission in Pakistan. He was soon followed by Brothers Patrick Faulkner and Martin Connell from Australia and from Spain. After some preliminary teaching in Burn Hall in Abbottabad, the Brothers took up their main work at St. Mary’s, Peshawar Cantt. and St. John’s, Peshawar City. So began forty years of continuous work for the Church in Pakistan, a mission that saw many Sri Lankan Brothers working in Peshawar and Rawalpindi, and a sprinkling of Brothers from Australia and New Zealand, America and Ireland.

It is a great source of joy for Brother Remi, that redoubtable missioner, to see this Marist work expand over more recent times. There has been the foundation in Sargodha, now a flourishing boys’ primary and secondary school. Three years ago, the Brothers took over the St. Joseph’s Technical Institute in Faisalabad, and now have the Pre-Novitiate Formation House next door. All of these have been influenced by Remi’s presence.

It has been a forty years with the ups and downs, the successes and disappointments of any such mission, but it is a mission developing a spirit of hope for the future as the flow of vocations to the Brothers’ life grows. We have much to be grateful for particularly the dream of Brother Paul Ambrose and the extraordinary work of Br. Remi and the Brothers who have served this mission over the years. 

Recent progress in Pakistan
In February of this year, the Pakistan Sector rejoiced as the new Pre-Novitiate Formation House became a reality and we moved into it from the adjacent Hostel. Such material advances and blessings are a cause of great happiness for us here in this little corner of our Marist world.

But, there are deeper reasons for the satisfaction and joy that we are experiencing. The return of Br. Paul Bhatti from the Marist Formation Course in Kenya during the summer and his move into the Formation Team at Faisalabad is a great boost for our Sector. We welcome Paul and promise him the support of our prayer as he moves into this important ministry.

Another cause of joy and a sign of God’s blessings was the recent induction of our new Postulants and Novices when the programme continued after the summer break. On Sunday 17th September, we gathered for a prayer Service in our Chapel and in the presence of Brother Shanthi, the Sector Superior, six young men took the next step in their journey to full Marist Brotherhood. Our new Postulants are – Kashif Tanveer from Mianwali and Nadeem Francis from Rehimyar Khan. And our new Aspirants - Amjad Saleem from Karachi, Nasir Sohail from Summandri, Naveed Bhatti from Lahore, and Shahzad Zaffar from Okara.

Following the Induction of these young men, a celebratory meal was enjoyed after which Br. Shanthi returned to his community at Sargodha.

We also have in the Formation community, four Candidates completing full secondary education. Anthony Romeil (Faisalabad); Ijaz Gill (Sariwal); Shakeeb Ulfat (Okara), and Stephen (Sargodha). 

We thank God for this continuing sign of His blessings on our Pakistan Marist community. 

Australia - 18/10/2006

A Century in Mittagong 
Marist Brothers look to future 
On 1st October the Marist Brothers celebrated their 100 years in the Southern Highlands with a spe¬cial Mass to bless their recently refurbished chapel. About 350 people attended the Mass, which unveiled around two years of planning and work on the chapel.

Director of The Hermitage Brother Michael Akers said they decided to refurbish and update the chapel, which was built in 1927, as part of the centenary celebrations. "It is the central focus of the property for prayer, mass and liturgy," he said.

He said they felt the refur¬bishment was necessary to update the look of the church. "For us, it strikes a note for the future, a hopeful future when some church institutions are falling away."
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The Brothers commissioned MarkWeichard, a liturgical artist from Melbourne, to design the interiors for the chapel. "It started with us gaining an understanding of the whole project, not just in terms of the chapel," MrWeichard said. "The brothers were keen to see something contemporary that would focus the attention to the chapel." Mr Weichard said it was essential to make sure church design reflects modern culture. "We tried to create something uniquely Australian, but at the same time, also uniquely Marist." He focused on more modern materials such as Tasmanian Huon pine and stainless steel. The design moves away from the traditional dark, heavy woods used in church construction and furniture towards lighter, more modern woods in lighter colours. Mr Weichard said since the Marist Brothers are a teaching order, many young people will be visiting the chapel, so it need to be modern to appeal to them.

The two original stained glass windows from the front of the chapel were moved to the back of the chapel. Their replace¬ments are made of clear glass, drawing in the beauty of the countryside and allowing natu¬ral light to filter through.

The Hermitage has been through many changes over the last 100 years.

The property was purchased from Dr Edwin Chisholm in 1905. For its first 74 years, the Hermitage was used as the Novitiate, a training centre for young men to become brothers. In 1985, it was transferred to Sydney and the vacated premis¬es were set aside for the young adult ministry. In 1917, a sec¬ondary school for aspiring brothers called the Juniorate moved to Mittagong, where it remained until its closure in 1972.

In 2005, the Novitiate was returned to the Mittagong site, and after several name changes, the site returned to its original name of the Hermitage in 2006.

Today, the 155-hectare prop¬erty supports 100 head of cattle and has 13 hectares of grapevines.

Brother Michael said they were planning to open a cellar door for Marist Brothers Wines next year.

The property's key purpose today is to act as a place of reju¬venation and retreat in a spiritu¬al sense, for the local community and further afield.

The refurbishment of the Chapel is just part of the celebra¬tions of the Marist Brothers cen¬tenary at Mittagong.

A dinner was held On Saturday night, which included the launch of the book A Hermitage in the South. The book, by Brother Tony Butler, reflects on the story of the Marists in Mittagong from 1906 until the present day.

(Leigh Tonkin Southern Highlands News, Monday, October 2, 2006)

Our most sincere congratulations are extended to The Hermitage Community for the experience so many hundreds of people were afforded last weekend.

The carefully planned and superbly executed events were good for the soul, and the body.

Thanks to everyone who has assisted in making Mittagong what it is and what it can become.

The Bishop said he was a lucky man to have the Brothers in his Diocese and so involved in assisting and serving people in so many ways. The creation of such a beautiful chapel delighted him. (Br. John Thompson) 

Spain - 17/10/2006

Perpetual profession of Brother Juan Pablo Hernández Castillo 
"I give thanks to the Father for my vocation as a brother " 
"You are part of my story, the same that God has pampered during all my life, and he wanted to celebrate with you this love that God has given me.” With these words, Brother Juan Pablo invited all the sectors of the Province of Mediterránea to be witnesses to his definitive consecration in the Marist congregation. 
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The ceremony took place during the morning of the 23rd September, at the school in Seville where Juan Pablo currently is working. Nearly three hundred people were present: brothers from practically all the communities of the Province, animators and pastoral workers, members of Marist fraternities, students and their parents from the school… and of course his parents and his two brothers. During his talk, Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial, said: “Manuel and Marie Carmen, your son is a true blessing from God for your family, as he is for the Church and the Marist congregation. Be proud and thankful: God has looked on your family to choose one of your sons so that he would live the charism of Saint Marcellin.”

And, addressing himself to Juan Pablo, Brother Manuel added: “Evangelise your life day after day, so as to evangelise with your life. Find and live the value of silence, since from the silence of your heart, as Mary did, you will hear God and young people better. And finally, live and help to build your community.”

The newly professed, at the end of the Eucharist, shared his feelings that he had at this time: “I thank the Father from the bottom of my heart for my vocation as a brother: even though it is not easy, it is passionate. Yes, I believe that God has madly wanted me and I see in the figure of Champagnat a reflection of my life. To be a brother before the children and young people and to try to give meaning to their life from the meaning that I give to mine, to help them to be happy, to discover a God who loves them unconditionally has been a work that overwhelms me and inspires my vocation.” 

After the Mass, all were able to share in a fraternal meal in a festive and familial ambience.

Brother Juan Pablo studied his final years in the Marist school at Badajoz, where he was part of the Christian Life groups, when he decided to start his vocational discernment. He asked to go to the postulancy at Castilleja de la Cuesta (Seville). He was eighteen years of age. After this, he went to the novitiate at Torrent, Valence and in 1999 he pronounced his first vows. During the post-novitiate at Grenade he spent four years studying theology. He was then sent to his first school at Sanlúcar de Barrameda (Cadix). 

Brother José Delgado Garcia 

Brazil - 16/10/2006

Brother Seán Sammon visits the cities of Rio Grande do Sul 
The visits are a part of a vast programme of accompaniment 
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Touring around Rio Grande do Sul since the 17th September, the Superior General of the Marist Institute, Brother Seán Sammon, followed his programme of visits to social educational and vocational groups until the 30th September. During the first five days that he stayed in this State, Brother Seán visited the cities of Porto Alegre, Bom Princípio, Viamão and Santa Maria.

The first week’s programme was quite full: Sunday evening, arrival at the capital; Monday, meeting the press, times for social interaction at the Provincial House and a visit to the Metropolitan Archbishop of Porto Alegre, Archbishop Dadeus Grings; Tuesday, meeting with vocation animators and formators at Bom Princípio; Wednesday, visit to the Marist Complex at Viamão with the possibility of passing by the Champagnat Memorial, Saint Joseph House, the Scholasticate, the Graças Marist Institute, Graças Social Centre and the cemetery of the Marist Brothers; Thursday and Friday he was able to become familiar with the Marist works in the city of Santa Maria: the Residence at Cerrito, the Social Centre and the Marist schools were all on the itinerary of the Superior General. 

The visits are a part of an ample programme of accompaniment of the Administrative Units of the Insti-tute throughout the world which have as their aim the evaluation of the vigour of Marist work and the seeking of corresponding solutions to challenges. On Saturday, 23rd September, the agenda included a meeting with the Councillors and the fraternities of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family at Champagnat Marist College at Porto Alegre and on the Sunday there was time for meeting with the brothers in the Marist Holiday House at Lami. 

Mexico - 14/10/2006

Tenth anniversary of his death 
A plaque on the house where Brother Basilio Rueda was born 
Brother José Flores Garcia, responsible for the cause of Brother Basilio Rueda in Mexico, has sent an invitation “to attend the unveiling of a plaque which, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of Brother Basilio Rueda Guzmán, will be placed at ten thirty in the morning at 34 Ramón Courona Street, in the city of Acatlán, Jalisco (Mexico), the place where he was born on the 16th October 1924.”

With this invitation to attend this significant event was attached the design of the plaque on which it can be read: it’s “in this place that the distinguished educator and teacher, Brother Basilio Rueda Guzmán, (1924-1996) Superior General of the Marist Brothers, (1967-1985) was born. Acatlán Juárez, Jal. 16th October 2006.” 

It is planned that at this ceremony representatives of the students and teachers will be attending from the schools in the region where Basilio is loved and invoked more and more. With our webpage we want to support with all our heart this tribute to our beloved Brother Basilio at the same time as inviting all the brothers of the Institute to participate through their memories and their prayers in union with our Mexican brothers, their families, their students, teachers and friends. 

As well as this significant act, CEPAM of Loma Bonita, month after month, with documents prepared by Brother Aureliano Brambila, has prepared the celebration of this tenth anniversary in memory of Brother Basilio, to help in prayer and the knowledge of this great man. 

Philippines - 12/10/2006

Brs. Peter and Emili visit the Philippines 
Community life, spiritual life, and ministry 
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We are blessed by the presence of Br. Peter Rodney and Br. Emili Turu, Councilors General, who have come to the Philippines for the specific purpose of assisting our Province in developing the vitality of our life and mission. Their arrival on the 15th of September ushered in a series of visits to the different communities and ministries, in order to interview as many brothers and lay Marists as possible.

The Provincial Council has asked Brs. Peter and Emili to assess our Province Pastoral Plan, considered a feature of the life of our Province now for over ten years. Furthermore, it has also asked to be assisted in planning and implementing the next stage of the development of Marist life here in the Philippines. This planning will take into account three key elements: community life, spiritual life, and ministry.

It will be recalled that Br. Theoneste Kalisa also visited the Philippine Province in 2003 with Br. Brendan Neily. However, that visit had a different focus. 

Brs. Peter and Emili concluded their visit with the On-going Formation Meeting on the fifth of October.

Br. Lindley H. Sionosa 

Brazil - 11/10/2006

The Superior General receives a tribute in Brazil 
The university must teach people to dream of a better world 
The Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul welcomed Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General of the Marist Brothers, on the 27th September. In the welcoming ceremony, in which the directors of twenty-two faculties and the institute co-ordinators of the Institution represented these units, a plaque was presented to Brother Seán in thanksgiving for his visit.

The history of the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul was recounted by Brother Joachim Clotet, University President, who highlighted the effort of the professors and functionaries to propose the knowledge and the practice of Marist educational ideals to the students. “In accomplishing its vocation, the Institution seeks to form honest citizens and enterprising professionals, prepared to conquer challenges and to act in solidarity in helping people,” concluded Brother Joachim Clotet. The Superior General stressed, in these times of globalisation, the importance that teaching must exercise faced with the world. “The university must teach people to dream of a better world,” he declared.

The Superior General, presented as a challenge to the Marist Institute the need to make Jesus Christ known and loved, and to make him loved principally among young people. For him, the function of higher education is to teach people to reflect on the current world. “Technology is transforming in a radical way the way people relate to each other. I am not against that, I only wonder if it is in faith and with values that we are helping this reflection.”

Source: ASCOM-PUCRS 

Argentina - 10/10/2006

Celebrating various jubilee anniversaries of religious life 
Elation and gratitude in “Cruz del Sur” 
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With the end of the brothers’ retreat at Luján, Argentina celebrated the life and the presence of our brothers who were celebrating various jubilee anniversaries of religious life:

80 years: Brother José de la Vallée (Filogonio)

75 years: Brother Eutimio Mérinos

70 years: Brothers Alejandro Herrero and Ange Dix

60 years: Brothers Eutiquio Abad, Roque Farneda, Emilio Rubiolo, Jesús Andrés, Carlos Garola, Heureux Anesa

50 years: Brothers Fermín Bahl, Enrique Comptai, Emeterio Pérez and Enrique Alastuey (District of Paraguay)

25 years: Brother Antonio Ortega (District of Paraguay))

Gathered together in the crypt of the chapel of Villa San José in Luján, we took the time to browse through different times and aspects of our jubilarians, thanks to projected images and times of listening to testimonies of those concerned and of their confrères. The words of Brother Demetrio, Provincial, on behalf of everyone, summed up the gratitude and thanksgiving to God as well as the presentation of a souvenir as a thank you for their fidelity and their contribution to our Marist life in this region of America. 

In the Eucharistic celebration, we celebrated them thanks to the candle, a sign of our gift to the service of Christ and thanks to the renewal of their vows, a sign of their perseverance in the fidelity to the vocation and to the charism of this consecration. Bishop Julián Barrio Barrio, bishop of Santiago de Compostela visiting Buenos Aires and Father Ignacio Del Viso, Jesuit and preacher of the preceding retreat, presided at the Eucharistic Celebration. 

Many brothers and family members and friends accompanied us in this family celebration. We note the presence of the brothers of Brother Emeterio Pérez Mayor who, accompanied by their wives, came to celebrate the fifty years of his religious life and to take the time to be better acquainted with Uruguay and Argentina.

The celebration finished with a meal, a time during which we shoed our joy and fraternity and we took the time to renew our affection and our gratitude for so many years of generosity. 

General House - 09/10/2006

Appointments of the General Council 
Changes in the Bureau for Religious Life and with the translators 
The General Council held an ordinary meeting in Rome on the 8th September 2006 during which it appointed Brother Teófilo R. Minga (Compostela) as the Executive Secretary of the Religious Life Commission. Brother Teófilo R. Minga had just started the orientation course at Davao with the group of volunteers who are participating in the “Mission Ad Gentes” project when the superiors decided to ask him to take on this new service in the Institute. He will go to Rome from Davao to assume his new responsibility of institutional animation.

We have now secured all the personnel for the new Commissions that the General Council re-organized at their January meetings. The objective of the reorganization was to improve communication and to foster exchange of ideas. 

The three current Commissions are:

The Religious Life Commission: The members of the Commission are Brothers Théoneste Kalisa, Antonio Ramalho, Peter Rodney (Chair), Ernesto Sánchez Barba (Director, Bureau of Vocations), and Teófilo R. Minga as the Executive Secretary.

The Mission Commission: Commission members include Brothers Pau Fornells (Director of the Bureau of the Laity), Pedro Herreros, Juan Miguel Anaya (Executive Secretary), Brother César Henriquez, (member of the Bureau of Solidarity and our representative with Franciscans International and Emili Turú (Chair). 

Evangelical Use of Good Commission: the following members: Brothers Maurice Berquet (Chair), Antonio Martínez, Guy Palandre, and Dominick Pujia (Director of the Bureau of Solidarity), Brother Pedro Ost (Director of the Bureau of Evangelical Use of Goods). 

The four Bureaus are the following:

Vocations: Brother Ernesto Sánchez (México Occidental)

Laity: Brother Pau Fornells (Norandina)

Evangelical Use of Goods: Brother Pedro Ost (Rio Grande do Sul)

BIS: Dominick Pujia (United States of America)

In this same meeting of the General Council, a few changes in personnel who collaborate in the General Administration were decided. Brother Gilles Beauregard, from the Province of Canada, who was responsible for the translations into French for three years, as well as the co-ordination of all the translators collaborating with the Secretary General, decided to achieve his “African dream” and he is returning to Kenya. Brother Gilles knows Africa very well as he has worked there for many years. 

The translation service for the French language, carried out by Brother Gilles, has been entrusted to Brother Fabricio Galiana, from the Province of Compostela, who is currently working in Miraflores (Burgos). He will come to Rome as soon as he has finished the work that he has already undertaken. 

The community of the General Administration appreciates the service given by Brother Gilles for the entire Institute with an admirable efficiency and we wish him all the best in his work in Africa. At the same time we celebrate the appointments of Brothers Teófilo and Fabricio whom we hope to have with us very soon. 

General House - 06/10/2006

Laurentino, Virgilio and 44 other brothers 
We can be truly proud of these brothers 
In the early hours of the 8th October 1936, fortyfour other brothers were shot with Brothers Laurentino and Virgilio.

To enter into the details of their lives would be too long, but the group does represent characteristics that are worthy of emphasis: If we look at the ages of the brothers, we find that the youngest brother was aged 19, while the oldest brother was aged 62. Between these ages there were sixteen brothers in their twenties, eleven brothers in their thirties, eleven brothers in their forties and six brothers in their fifties. This was a young group that was martyred.

The biographical pages devoted to them in the Informatio are in general full of praise. Before death and martyrdom, we tend to remember the good aspects of a person. Here, however, we have a group who knew for five years they were heading for the final trial of martyrdom and during this time they were guided by superiors who made them aware of this and created a climate of generosity and piety to prepare their hearts to accept and even desire this sacrifice.

All did not have the makings of a saint: one brother was too melancholic and taciturn, another too authoritarian in his positions of responsibility, one young brother had found a fiancé but had said yes to his Provincial for going on the Cabo San Agustin... In their human frailty, their choice was for Christ.

The reading of these biographies gives rise to great admiration due to the quality of their lives rather than their tragic deaths. Some were true intellectuals, others expert teachers who were close to young people, others in their leadership roles were able to marry the art of organisation with paternal care and those employed in manual work were capable of rendering great service to others that was always done willingly and joyfully. There were poets, and others with the kindest of hearts, like the brother at las Avellanes who was responsible for welcoming the poor and always made sure that he added a glass of wine with the meal that he offered them.

All were wholeheartedly devoted to the Mother of the Lord and led simple and discreet Marist lives.

We, as a family, can be truly proud of these brothers. We can ask them to intercede for us so that our hearts may be open to the generosity that God is asking of us today.

General House - 06/10/2006

Br. Bernardo, martyr 
October 6th, 1934 
72 years ago Br. Bernardo was assassinated in Barruelo, Spain. He was 45 years old. The opening page of his Cause summarizes the event in these words: The Good Shepherd gives his life for his sheep. (John 10:11)

He was born in Camallera, Girona, Spain, into a hard-working and deeply Christian family. Br. Hilario José, one of the four founders of the Province of Spain, accompanied him to the Marist seminary at San Andrés de Palomar in 1901, where he met his brother Juan (Andrés). 

He began the novitiate in 1904, after which he made his first vows.

From 1906 to 1925, he developed his gift for teaching as a Marist educator in the schools of Torelló, Valdepeñas, Calatayud, Igualada, Valencia and Barcelona. His complete devotion to his work won over the hearts of his students.

After a term as director of the little school in Vallejo de Orbó, in the mining district of northern Palencia, he was assigned in 1931 to nearby Barruelo de Santullán, where he was also superior and director of the school. He was assassinated in 1934, a victim of the Civil War. He stands as a witness to the Faith and an educator of the children of the miners of Barruelo. 
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